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SIR JOHN DE CHATEL-MORANT BRINGS FROM 
ENGLAND THE TRUCES FOR THREE YEARS, 
SEALED BY KING RICHARD AND HIS ALLIES. 
—LEWIS OF ANJOU, KING OF SICILY, IS BE- 
TROTHED AND MARRIED TO A DAUGHTER 
OF THE KING OF ARRAGON* 

A FTER this grand feftival, and when the lords 
"^^ and ladies,, who had aflifted at it, were re- 
turned to their taftles, the lord de Chitel-morant, 
whom the lord de Saiilt-Pol had left in England, 
arrived at Paris with the truces, figned by the 
king of England and his allies. He delivered to 
Ae king and his minifters the charter of the truce " 
that was to laft for three yeaf s, and read aloud its 
contents in the prefence of jtha lord de Coucy^ 
who was lieutenant for the king, to guard and diS^ 
fend all the country, from the porjogne t6 the. 
fea, including AuVergne and LiiliQ.Ufin« All who 
Vol. X. B ^ ftiould 



ihould infringe, or any way break this treaty, or 
caufe it to be broken, whatever were his rank, - 
would be confidered as a traitor, and incur punifh- 
ment of death. The lord de Coucy had alfo a 
copy delivered to him, to fhew, if neceffary, to 
thofe garrifons in Ventadour, Chaluget, Orbefi*, 
Donzacht, who were carrying on war under name 
of the Englifh, that they might not have any caufe 
of excufe, and incur the penalty, fliould they con-* 
tinue their warfare. 

The lord Lewis de Sancerre, marihal of France, 
had it in like manner read to him, and a copy 
given to him. This was very neceffary ; for he 
was lieutenant over all the country of Languedoc, 
from the river Rhone and Avignon, within which 
are many valuable eftates and lordihips, as far as 
the Dordogne. His government contained the 
fenefchalfhips of Beaucaire, Carcaffone, Touloufe, 
Ropergue, Agen, Quercy, Bigorre, Perigord and 
Limoges, where were many forts and caftles that 
minded not the truce, but continued to carry on 
the war, fuch as Chatel-cuillier, and the flrong 
caftle of Lourdes, on the frontiers of Bearn, which 
kept the neighbourhood under continual alarms. 

About this time, there was a treaty of marriage 
on foot, between the lord Lewis d'Anjou, fon to 
the .late duke, who filled himfelf king of Naples 
Sicily, Jerufalem, and count of Provence, and the 
daughter of the king of Arragon. The queen 

' ' ' ' ' ■ ■ ■ ■ I I ■ ■ ■ ■ I I.I. — W^^M ■■ I ■ I I ■ » I- 

^ Orbefi, — OrbefTaa, a village in Armagnac, 
f Donzacb,— a village in Armagoac. . 
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^of Naples went to vifit the pope at AvignoDj 
carrying with her the young lord Lewis, and there 
met the lord de Coucy, who was much rejoiced 
at her arrival. The queen was handfomely re- 
ceived by the pope and cardinals ; of which Ihe 
was indeed deferving, for flie was an aftive buftling 
lady, and one who did not ilsep over her interefts. 
She entreated the lord de Coucy to efcort her fon 
to Arragon, and to remain with him until he were 
married. He replied,—' Certainly, madam, there 
is not a voyage that, for feven years paft, I would 
more willingly have undercaken than to Sicily 
and Naples, more particularly in company with 
my lord your fon, if I have the confent of our 
lord and king.' * Many thanks, lord de Coucy,' 
laid the queen : ' you fliew us your good inclina- 
tions; but, for the prefent, it will be fufficient if 
you will accompany our fon to Arragon. The 
queen of Arragon will be very happy to fee you, 
I for your daughter is married to her brother, fir 

Henry de Bar.' 
I The lord de Coucy cheerfully agreed to under- 

take this journey ; and the king of Sicily, having 
made his preparations, took leave of pope Cle- 
ment, and of his mother, with many tears. Theit 
hearts were wrung, not indeed without caufe, at 
this reparation, for he was going to a far country, 
I and it was uncertain when they Ihould meet again. 

I It had been fettled, that inftantly after the mar- 

^^ riage had taken place, the young king and queen 
^K were to embark at Barcelona, and fail as expedU 
^^^ ,. . B 2 tioully 



tioufly as they could for Naples or any other part 
of that country. 

The young king of Sicily was handfomely at- 
tended, and, having pafled through Montpellier 
and Bezlers, came to Narbonne, where he and his 
company were honourably received by the viicotet; 
. Having refreflied their horfes for one day, they 
continued their route towards Perpignan, the firfl: 
town of Arragon. News of his arrival had reached 
the court of Arragon, and the queen had fent 
proper perfons to receive him and his attendants, 
and fhew them all refpeft, fo that, wherever they 
pafled, they were well entertained, and all their 
cxpenfes paid. The vifcount de Roquebertin and 
fir Raymond de Baighes were their conductors. 

They continued their journey until they arrived . 
at Barcelona, where the king, queen and princefs 
were expeding them. The young .king Lewis'' 
was very kindly received; and the queen was 
particularly pleafed on feeing the lord de Coucy, 
and thanked her future fon-in-law for having 
brought him with him, adding, that every thing 
would &re the better for it. 

The marriage was performed flid confummsited 

between thefe two perfgns; but, a^- winter was 

approaching, the £ea*>voyage was deferred, becaufe 

at fuch a time the fea is ftormy ^uid dangerous. 

They faid they would ■ colled idl the- purveyances 

.during the winter, and embi^rk in the beginning 

•of the e^iftangmontli.dF Mavch^ The lord de 

.Cmey wat.. peif(B£Uf wtlt received liy the kang 

: •. ii and 



and "queen of Arragon; buf, having had lettifi 
from the king of France j ordering him ta\retur», 
he look his leave of them, and of the ydurig fcmg 
and the queen of Sicily, as well as of the lords of 
Arragon, and fet out for France. If he had had 
time, lie would have returned by Avignon j but 
he kxA his eiccufes to the pope and queea of Na- 
ples, aild went ftraight to Auvergne. 

At the time of this marriage of ^thc . king of 
Sicily with die princefs of Arragon, many treaties* 
were concluded between hkn and the Arragoniana, 
who were to affift him with men and galleys in 
the recovery of his kingdom. They were to cbn- 
vey him to Naples, with two hundred fpears, one 
thoufand crofs-bows, and the fame number of 
in&atry armed with brigandines, who were to 
fcrve hftxh at their own charged, during the war, 
uritil he fhould have full pojQTeffion of Naples, Sicily 
and its dependencies, la Puglia, Calabria and the 
city of Gaieta, the refidence of Margaret de Du- 
razzQ, who claimed all thefe territories as her 
own. 

When the fweet month of March was arrived, 
and the winds were become calm> the waters 
fmooth, and the trees once more clothed in green, 
and all purveyances ready and embarked, as well 
as the nien iat arms who were to be of this expe- 
dition, the young couple took leave of the king 
and queen of Arragon. The queen v^dth tears faw 
them depart, and recommended them to the par- 
ticular care of the coiint de Roddes, a very valiant 
knight, and fir Raymond de Baighes. They 
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promifed tptcbl obedience to the queen's wUhes, 
^though the count d'Orghel and tlie count de la 
Lune were their fuperiors and had the command 
of the convoy. 

There were on board thefe galleys fifteen hun« 
dred fpears, two thoufand crofs-bows, and two 
thoufand lulty varlets armed with pikes and fhields. 
They were in fuch force the better to refift their 
enemies, and any adventurers they might encounter 
at fea ; for the voyage from Barcekma to Naples 
is long, and Margaret de Durazzo, their . adver* 
(ary, might have had intelligence of tlieir motions, 
and flationed a fleet accordingly: they therefore 
were defirous of having ftrength enough to oppofe 
aqy ihe could bring againft them. 

We will now leave the aflfairs of Sicily, and re- 
turn to thofe of France, which is our principal ol>» 
je£k, and to feveral other events. 



CHAP. 11. 

THE KING OF FRANCE IS DESIROUS OF VISIT- 
ING THE DISTANT PARTS OF HIS KINGDOM. 

AT THE REQUEST QF THE LORD DE COUCY, 

HE ORDERS THE DUKE OF IRELAND OUT OF 
FRANCE. 

TT7HEN the kmg of France faw that his king- 

^ ^ dom was now at peace, in confequence of 

the truce with England, he had a great defirc tp 

vifit 



(rifit the more diflant parts of it, and particularly 
"Languedoc. The lord de la Riviere and fir John 
le Mercier, at that time his moft intimate ad- 
vifers, urged him to vifit the pope and cardinals 
at Avignon, who were defirous of that honour, 
and thence to go to Touloufe, faying that a king, 
when young, fhouM vifit his realm, to acquaint 
hirofelf with its inhabitants and inquire how they 
have been governed, as it would redound to his 
profit and glory, and caafe himfelf to be more 
beloved by his fubjefts. 

The king was fo inclined, and willingly at- 
tended to all matters of government. The lord 
de la Riviere, who was but lately returned from 
tbofe parts, told him that bis fubjeds in the 
fenefchalfhips of Touloufe, Carcaflbne and Beau- 
caire, vrete impatient to fee him ; for that the 
duke of Berry, during his government of that 
country, had forely opprelTed them with taxes and 
other impofitions, through the means of one of 
his familiars, called Bethifac *, who had pity on 
none. 



* ' John Belhilac was one of the chief ailvlfers of the duke 
of Berry, and was accufed with Ti6rac and de Bar, Iwg other 
domeftics i-f this prince, of having raifed enormous levies from 
the Languedocians, over whom the duke was governor, and 
under his name of having committed great plunder and much 
Tiolence, and of having put large (urns into their own pockets. 
This report gave rife to the following pafquinade, that is even 
current in our timee : 



' Tietac, de Bar, et Bethifac, 
Ont mis I'argent du roi au fac' 
B4 
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none, 2^4. that they were quite niined* On this' 
account, therefore, it would be proper for him 
to go thither, and he could "then fummon the 
count de Foix, whom he was fo anxious to fee, to 
meet him at Touloufe. 

The king, having affented to this propofal, 
0rdered immenfe purveyances to be provided for 
hiim on the road he was to travel. He fignified 
to his uncle and aunt, the duke and duchefs of 
Burgundy, that, as ,he p^ed through their lands, 
he fliould be glad to fee their children, his coufins ; 
and that he would bring with him his brother of 
Touraine^ and his uncle of Bourbon. 

This news of the king's intended vifit to Bur- 
gundy was highly pleafing to the duke and duchefs. 
They had proclaimed a fcftival and tournament to 
be holden at Dijon,, and. fent in.vitatiqgk/to the 
knights and fquires of Savoy and the adjoinij^g 
Countries, who made their preparations accord- 
ingly. During the time all thcjfe different arrange- 
ments were making for the king '§ journey to Avig- 

^ Bethifac fuffered the punilhment of his crimes; but the 
duke of Berry having claimed him as his domeftic, thofe who 
had fworn his ruin pcrfuaded him to own he had erred in feveral 
articles of faith, which would caufe him to be transferred to 
the bifliop, and the duke could the ea$^r fave him. Crime 
often flupifies, Bcthifac was fimple enough to fall into their 
trap. The bifhop of Beziers had him tried, and given over to 
the fecular arm as an heretic and fodomitc. This wretch was 
burnt alive, which was, fays M^zeray,' a feu de.joie for the 
people whom he had horribly tormented. Hiitory does not fay 
whence he i*prung, but probably he was of low origin, who 
wanted to rife too rapidly.* — Didionnaire Hijlorique. 

' non 



non and Laaguedoc^ other events happened ia 
France. 

You have beard how the duke of Ireland, for-, 
merly earl of Oxford, had been driven out aud 
baniflied England, for his demerits, by the power 
qf^^the uncles of king Richard, but efpecially by 
the duke of Glocefter, * who had been more bitter 
againft him than all the reft; and how he* had- 
fled to Holland, and had remained a (hort time at 
Dordrecht, when he was forced thence by duke 
Albert, the lord of Dordrecht, and Hojland, who 
refufed him a refidence on his lands, from a wifh 
not to aft contrary to the will of his coufins in 
England, notwithflanding king Richard had written 
to him in his favour. 

The duke of Ireland, being forced to depart, 
went to Utrecht, • whe^re he refided fome time, and 
mighi have ftaid there as long as he pleafed j for 
Utrecht is a free town to receive whoever lifts, 
if they pay for what they want, and this duke had 
a fufEciency of money ; for he had received, of 
the conftable, fixty thoufand francs, as the balance 
of the ranfom of John of Brittany. You have 
alfo heard how the king of f ranee had fent him 
paflports to come to France, having invited him 
thither, and where he had remained for more than 
a year, the king fhewing him very great attention, 
becaufe he was a foreigner. 

There is nothing but what one is tired of". True 
it is, that, riotwithftanding this duke was fb well 
received by the king, the lord de Coucy mortally 
hated him, and not without reafon ; for although^ 
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In other aflfairs, he (hewed great good fenfe, ho- 
Hour and liberality, he had behaved infamoufly to 
the daughter of the lord de Coucy, whom he had 
married, and w ithout any reafons, except tempta- 
tion and deceit, he had divorced and taken another 
i/vite, who was from Bohemia, and one of the 
ladies attached to the queen of England. The 
king and queen had improperly and finfully con- 
fented to this ; and pope Urban had, at their en- 
treatiies, fent from Rome a difpenfation for the 
marriage. This new marriage not only wounded 
the reputation of the duke of Ireland, but was the 
principal caufe of his ruin. 

The lord de Coucy was one of the king of 
France's council, and very defervedly in favour, 
from the fervices he had done, and was willing to 
do his country: he therefore, with the ailiftance 
of his friends, fir Oliver de Cliffon, the lord de 
la Riviere and fir John le Mercier, prevailed on 
the king to difmifs the duke of Ireland. Orders 
were, in confequence, fent him from the king, to 
choofe any other refidence but France, and that he 
Ihould be fafely condufted out of that kingdom. 

The duke of Ireland perceived they were tired 
of him, and that he ran daily rifks, from the lord 
de Coucy and from his relations. He therefore 
thought it would be beft for him to leave France as 
foon as poflible, and retire to Brabant; and begged 
of the king to write to the duchefs of Brabant, that 
he might live peaceably in her country. The king 
cheerfully complied with his requeft, and wrote to 
his i^unt,' the duchefs, who at his defire alT^nted to it. 

The 



t The duke of Ireland was efcorted by the king 
of France's officers as far as Louvain, where he 
fixed his refidence : he went, indeed, at times, to 
a caltle near Louvain, which he had borrowed 
from a knight of Brabant. The archbifliop of 
York, who was of the houfe of Neville, lived with 
the duke, as he had been baniftied England for 
the fame caufe as himfelf. The archbifliop's 
family were very powerful in Northumberland, 
from their property and connexions. Thefe two 
lords, as I have heard, remained at Louvain as 
long as tliey lived, for they could never obtain 
favour with the uncles of the king of England, and 
there died. I never heard more of them. 
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KING CHARLES OF FRANCE VISITS HIS ONCLE 
THE DUKE OP BURGUNDY, AND POPE CLE- 
MENT AT AVIGNON. 

A BOUT Michaelmas 1399, the king of France 
fet out from the caflle of Beaute, near Paris, 
where he left the queen, and took the road to 
Troyes in Champagne in his way to Burgundy. 
He was accompanied by his uncle the duke of 
Bourbon, the duke of Touraine, the lord de Coucy 
and many other knights, and continued his journey 
until he arrived at Dijon. 

The 
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The duke of Burgundy, and his fon the count 
de Nevers, had gone as far as Chatillon fur Seme 
to meet the king. On his arrival at t)ijon, he 
ufas received with.i^very refped and a£Fe£kion by 
the diichefs of Burgundy, the countefs of Nevers, 
and all who had come thither to do him honour. 
From love to the king, many ladies and damfels, 
lyhofe company he preferred, were come to Dijon, 
fuch as the lady of Sully, the ladies of Vergy and 
Pagny, and feveral others, handfome and gay, and 
wchly drefled. 

The dancings and carrollings inftantly began : 
the ladies exerted their talents in fmging and 
dancing to amufe the king, the duke of Bourboa, 
the duke, of Touraine and the lord de Coucy. 
On the Monday, Tuefday and Wednefday, were 
tilts gallantly performed, and prizes given to the 
moft deferving. 1 he king remained eight whole 
days at Dijon, thus amufmg himfelf : on the tenth, 
I believe he took leave of the duke and duchefs of 
Burgundy and their family. It was the intention 
of the duke of Burgundy inftantly to follow the 
king, a^d remain with him j and, on this being 
fettled, he departed from Dijon, having bidden 
adieu to the ladies and damfels. 

The king continued his journey until he came 
to Villeneuve, near Avignon, where ■ his palace 
bad been prepared. The cardinals of Amiens*, 



♦ Jobn de la Grange was mlnifttr of (late under Gharlcs V. 
who procured him the purple. He was covetous and am- 
Utious. 

-. ^ . Aifgrenel, 
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Aifgrenel*, Saint Marcel t, NeufchaftclJ, and 
upwards of thirteen others, Vclit out to meet tfce 
king, as they were rejoiced at his arrival. Tht 
duke of Berry was already at Avignon, and lodged 
in the palace of the pope; but he came to Villeneuve 
to meet his nephew, and fixed his quarters at tht 
h6tel of Arras, called Amontais, on the road to 
Montpellier. 

The duke of Burgundy arrived the day after 
the king, at Villeneuve, down the Rhone, for at 
Lyons he had embarked on board a large barge. 

Thefe three dukes, being affembled, detenxiined 
to accompany the king in his vzfit to the pope in 
his palace. Having had every thing prepared ac- 
cordingly, the king of, Frahce, attended by his 
brother, his three uncles, and twelve cardinals, 
croffed the Rhone at nine o'clock, and went to 
the palace, where pope Clement was waiting for 
bim in full confiftory, feated in his robes, on his 
papal chair. 

When the king came into his prefence, he 
bowed } ^and, when near to him, the pope rofe 
up, and ■ the king kiffcd his hands and mouth. 
The pope then feated himfelf, and made the king 
fit by him on a handfome feat that had been pre- 
pared for the occafion. The four ' dukes, after 
having kijTed the pope's hands and mouth, feated 



* Not in the lift of cardioals^ 
f Q. if not Marcelliow ^ 

,} John de Neufchaftel,— created cardinal by pope Clement. 
For further particulars^ fee Moreri, &c. - 

themfelves 
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themfelves alfo among the cardinals. When 
ihefe ceremonies were over> it was dinner-time 3 
they therefore went into the other apartments of 
the pope and the hall, where the tables were 
Ipread. When they had waihed, the pope took 
his place at a table alone, in much Aate. The 
king was placed at another table below that of 
the pope, and alone alfo. The cardinals and 
dukes feated themfelves according to their 
rank. 

The dinner was fplendid, plentiful and long. 
When over, wine and fpices were brought ; and 
the king then retired to an apartment that had 
been prepared for him in the p^ace, as did the 
dukes to theirs, for all of them had diambers, 
properly ornamented, provided for them, and 
which they inhabited as long as they ftaid at 
Avignon* 

On the fifth day after the arrival of the king 
of France at Avignon, the young count de Savoye^ 
coufin to the king, and nephew to the duke of 
Bourbon, came thither. The king was pleafed at 
his coming, for he had feen him as Be pafied 
through Lyons, and had invited him to Avignon. 
The king of France, the duke of Touraine and 
the count de Savoye, being young and giddy, 
neither could nor would refrain from dancing, 
carolling and amufing themfelves with the ladies 
and damfels of Avignon, though they were in the 
pope*s palace and among the cardinals ; and the 
count of Geneva, brother to the pope, was their 
'siafter oi the revels. The king made fuch mag- 
. ' iJ.xent 
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luficent prefents to the laclies, that they all pnufed 
his liberality. 

The pope and cardinals were much rejoiced at 
this vifit of the king of France, as indeed they 
had good reafon to be ; for without his fupport 
they would have been in little efUmation. There 
were no kings in Cfanfieadom who paid him 
obedience but fuch as were allied to France. The 
kings of Caftille and Scotland acknowledged him. 
for pop6, as did the king of Arragon, through 
the intercefGon of the queen Jolande de Bar, who 
was coufin gernian to the king of France, other- 
wife he would have remained neuter like his father. 
You may therefore fuppofe the pope and his car- 
dinals were happy in receiving the king of France; 
for all they had to depend on was obtained through 
his favour. 

The king of France remained, I know not how 
many days, with the pope and cardinals, revelling 
and amuiing himfqlf. The pope, on this joyful 
occafion, gave pardons to the clergy who were in 
his courts, and plenary indulgences to all for one 
month to come. He likewife prefented the kipg 
with the nominations to all his cathedrals and 
other churches, and in each church the reverfion 
of two prebends, deferring all his former promifes^ 
that thefe now made to the king might have the 
precedency, which was fortunate for many of the 
French clergy, who were thus provided. He 
gave alfo reverfions to the dukes of; Touraine, 
Berry and Burgundy, and. the^ lord de Coucy, 
wbiqh threw back all thofe he; ^d fprmer}y , pro- 

mifedj -J 
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ttifed ; and the pope was fo courteous and liberal 
on this occafion^ that none went away difom- 
teoted. 



\ 



CHAP. IV. 

THE KING OF FRANCE SENDS THE DUKES OF 
BERRY AND BURGUNDY TO THEIR HOMES, 
TO THEIR GREAT DISSATISFACTION, AND 
CONTINUES HIS JOURNEY FRO-M AVIGNON 
TO LANGUEpOC. 

nPHE king of France refided with the pbpe 
•about eight days, during which time his ho- 
linefs had full) difcufTed with him his fituatiofi, 
and what trouble the other pope at Rome gave 
him, in depriving him of his right, in the fchifm 
he caufcd in the church. The king was willing 
to do every thing in his power to relieve him, 
and faid that, on his return to France, he would 
Iteideavpur to provide a remedy, and exert him- 
fclf to unite the church. Upon this he took 
leave of the pope, and went to Villeneuve, as 
did his brother and his uncles of Berry and Bur- 
gundy. 

The king entertained at dinner all the«cardinal3 
and the count of Geneva, after which he took 
leave of them, returning them his thanks for their 
attentions, faying, he Ihould, on the morrow, be- 
gin his journey to' Montpellier* 

The 
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The cardinals having left the king, it was de* 
terihined in council, that he ihould fet out very 
early, in company with his brother and the duke 
of Bourbon. He took leave, therefore, of his 
uncles of Berry and Burgundy, bidding theai re-" 
turn to their own eftates, as he had not then any 
further occafion for them, intending to go as far 
as Touloufe, and fummon thither the count de Foix 
to meet him. His uncles were much difcontented 
at this order; but the king's council was at that 
time fo formed, that the dukes of Berry and Bur- 
gundy had no voice in it, nor weight, but in 
trifles. TTie government of Languedoc had been 
taken from the duke of Berry, and divided into 
fenefchalfliips, which was not only more profitable 
to the king, but more agreeable to the country; 
for the duke of Berry, during his government^ 
had grievoufly opprefled the inhabitants, by heavy 
tai^es, as I fhall more fully relate, for it is defect* 
ing to be detailed. 

Tke dukes of Berry and Burgundy were very 
mdanchbly, when they found the king 'was de- 
termined they fhould not accompany him in his 
jcomey ; but they diflembled their thoughts from 
all but each other, and thus converfed : ^ The 
king 18 going to Languedoc to hold inquifitions on 
thofe who have governed it, and to treat with the 
coimt de Foix, (who is the proudefl perfon exifU 
. ing, and never loved nor efteemed, though neigh* 
boars, the kings of France, England, Caftille, 
Amgoii or Navarre,) and only takes with him 
la Riviere, le Merder, Montaigu and the b^e 

YouX. C de 



it V^lfcunfcs. What do you fay to this, brother? ' 
added the duke of Berry. ^ Our nephew is young, 
and if he follow young counfel he will be deceived, 
and the end will not be profperous, as you will 
fee* For the prefent, we muft difTemble thisi 
affront; but the time will come, when thofe who 
have advifed it fhall repent of it, as well as the 
king. Let them go whither they pleafe, m 
Gpd's name : we will return to our own home j 
and^ fo long as we are united, they cannot do us 
any injury, for we are the greateft perfonagcs in 
trance. * Such was the language of thefe two 
dukes. 

The king of France left Villeneuve early in the 
morning, for Nimes, where he arrived to dinn^ j 
but his uncles and the lord de Coucy ftaid with 
the pop?, at Avignon, four days longer, whea 
they ail fepatatcd, and each went different ways. 
Ithe day the king dined at Nimes, he lay at Lunel, 
and the next day dined at Montpellier, which was 
but three fhort leagues diftant. He was joyfully 
received by the citizens, ladies and damfels, who 
were d^firous to fee him, and offered him mag- 
nificent and rich prefents ; for MontpelHer is a 
powerful and wealthy town, full of merchandife, 
atid was much valued by the king, when he had 
cbnfidered its importance. The citizens told him, 
it bad h66ti infinitely richer than he now fouftd it, 
before the dukes of Anjou and Berry had plua^^ 
dered it, as they had feverally done in their tntn. 
The king compaffionated them much for the loffes 
they had ftiftained, and promifed that he woidd 

/ ' have. 
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hsx every grievance reformed^ and tbie §9verm 
ment placed oa a different footing. 

The citizens likewife addrefled the king dtning 
his flay at Montpellier, fayin^^ — ^Sire, the pOi. 
vtny oi this town is nothing td what yoQ VfiW fee 
the farther you advance ; for this place has many 
refources, in its commel'Ce, which the inhabitants 
carry on by fea and land. In the fenefchalfliip^ of 
Touloufe and GarcaiTone, and in that part of tht 
country, where thefe dukes have laid their hands^ 
ther^ is abiblutely nothing ; for they have carried 
off every thing portable; and yt>u will find thein^ 
habitants fo poor that thofe who were in good 
circumftances have not wherewithal td cultiv&te 
their fields or vineyards. It is pielancholy to fee 

^ them, their wives and children; for they had 
every year five or fix taxes on their backs, and 
they compounded for a third, a half, and fome- 
times all their property was taken. from them; 
and no fooner was one tax paid than another was 
demanded, Thefe two lords^ your uncles, fince 
tbey have had the government of Languodoc, 
have GoHe£ted, as the accpunts wiU prove^ up- 

. wards of thirty thoHfaad francs^ from the country, 
beginning with Villeneuve, near Avignon, to the 
Ttmlou&kl, as far as the thet Gatonntf, aid 

' tantag back by the river Bordogn^. Sittce the 
tfepamwe of the duke of i^njoti ta IVaplesi this 
^i^T^ettt has been givetf back to th^ duke of 
Bdrry, atnd be has more feverdlf oppteifed the 
««totfy, t«^hich he fbtrtrf riiJh atfd plefttifuf: t&d 
Aike of Atqott nfa^ Ofirly tfaef ri^ pay, isAff^iMt 

C 2 well 
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nell enabled to do fo ; but the duke of Berry 
^ares neither poor nor rich : he fwallows up every 
thing by means of one Bethifac, his cbunfellor and 
treafurer, who Is a native of Beziers, as you will * 
hear from the complaints the poor will make to 
you, in crying out for vengeance againft him.' 

The king replied, — ^May God forfake my 
foul, if I will not cheerfully liften to their com- 
plaintSy and, before I return, provide a remedy for 
them. L will punifh the wicked, and haye an in- 

# 

quilition holden on the officers and fervants of my 
uncles, who formerly have had this government; 
dmd thofe who have behaved ill fhall be treated 
accordingly.' 



CHAP. V. 

DURING THE TIME KINO CHARLES OF FRANCE 
' IS AT MONTPELLIER, THREE OF HIS CHAM- 
BERLAINS UNDERTAKE TO HOLD A TOURNA* 
MENT If EAR TO CALAIS, AGAINST ALL COMER S.t 

nrVEE. king of France refided at Montpellier 
upwards of twelve days, becaufe the refpe£t 
and amufements he enjoyed there from the citi« 
zens, ladies and damfels, pleafed him greatly. 
Indeed, the Idpg was at this time yomig and 
giddy : he therefore danced and carolled with 
thef6 friiky ladies of MontpelHer all night. JH^ 

entertained 
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entertained them with handTotne fuppers and ban- 
quets, and prefented to thofe moft in hirfavour 
rings and clafps of gold. He acquired fo greatly i 
the love of the MontpeUier ladies that fome J 
wilhed he had made a longer ftay, for it was one j 
continued revel and parbime the whole time he v/z»r ] 
there. 

You know, or muft have heard it noticed, that I 
the intercourfe of young gentlemen with the fait i 
fex encourages fentiments of honour and a love ot i 
fame. I mention this, becaufe there were with- ( 
the king of IVance three gentlemen of great en^* J 
terprife and valour, which they were probably in*:T 
duced to difplay from that intercourfe, as I fhall j 
relate. 

The names of thefe three knights were, fi*l 
Boucicaut the younger, fir Reginal de Roye anft 1 
the lord de Saimpi. Thefe knights were cham-^ 
berlains to the king, and were much efteemed by I 
him for their worth, for accoutring him fo ablyj 
with his arms, and in other lervices, fuch as gopdtl 
knights owe to their lord. )■§ 

While they were at MontpeUier amufmg thenw 1 
felves with the ladies and darafels, they were J 
called upon to anfwer a challenge in the courfe of -1 
the enfuing fummer : the principal caufe of this,'! 
as I was informed, was as follows. 

During the reign of king Charles V. of happy j 
memory, an Englifh knight of high birth and [ 
great renown, called fir Piers Courteney, came 
from England to Paris to challenge fir Guy de la 
Trimouille, in a combat before the king and lords 
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of ftMcci md whoerer fXh might: vn&i to i^ 
iprdafiDrs of it« 

Sbr Guy de la Trimouille accepted the qlul- 
le&gd ; aad the king, with the duke of Burgiandy 
asd many of the great barons^ were prefei^t at 
thk cQmbaf • I believe they only, raa one courfe 
with the lance; for the king would not fixffer 
mogpe fy be done> to th^ great difcootent of the 
BagKfti koigbt, who feeiQed defirous c^ puftiing; 
tile combat to. extx^oiides. He was,, however^ 
Bppea&A by failr^ ^mkll^ &7^^g' he ought to be 
iaiisgedy foe he had dime eno«^ ; a^d be* wa& 
prefeiiied wkb very rkh gifts by the king 2U)d tbe 
duke of Burgundy*. 

Perceiving he could do nothing more, fir Piera 
Cii^u^teney fd; ouc 0a his return to Calais i^ and 
file lord de Clary, who at that time was a gay and 
lively knight^ wa& ordered to efcort h^« They 
ndd oa until thiey came to Lucent, where ttva 
counted de St. Pol, fifter to king Richard of Eng- 
hod,^ refided. The coontefs was rejoiced to £b^ 
fir Piers Courteney ; for before her ms^riage with 
the coum? de St. Pol^ &e had been ii«uted to his 

*lSir Tiers Courteney is ihetitioned by Dugdale, vol. i. p. 63g, 
to have obtained licence, in the 7^h Ric. 11/ to fend variout 
pUf^(tni$ to the king and lords of France, 1n neturn for the 
iloBpurs tjbey had paid him in his combat with a li^ighl^ 
of t,hat country. This knight wa^ probably fir Guy de la Tri- 
mouille. The licence is in the Foedcra, 

f Lucen. Q. XAxzeuz, a town in the comte de St, Pol. 

coufia 



coufin the lord Courteney'*, but he had died 
young, and the Englifli called her lady Courteney 
rather than countefs of St. Pol. While there, the 
countefs, in the courfe of converfation, afked fir 
Piers what he thought of the kingdom of France : 
h^ replied, — * Certainly, madam, France is very- 
extenfive, rich sCnd plentiful, and well guarded. 
In our country we do not form a true eftimatg "O^ 
it/ * And are you pleafed with the reccj^ioii 
the lords of France have given you ? have they 
not entertained you handfomely ?' * Tp be fu.ro>, 
madam, I am perfedly contented as to the recep- 
tion I have had ; but, in regard to the caufp 0$. mj 
having croffed the fea, they have but (habbily ac- 
quitted themfelves : and I mud iay, ihu if tJhe 
lord 4e Clary, who is a French knight, ha4 cpm^ 
to England, and challenged any otie, howevdh 
high his ribk, it would have been accepted, and 
the terms faithfully fulfilled to his utmoft pleafu^e; 
but this has been refufed me. True it is, that iir 
Guy de la Trimouille and myfelf were, brought 
into the lifts; but, when we had run one courfe 
with jthe lance, I was flopped, and ordered from 
the kittg to attempt nothing more, for that we had 
done enough. I therefore fay, madam, and fhall 
lay and maintain it wherever I go, that I have 
not met any one able to oppofe me in arms ; and 



■«..»■ I 



• Tflitf perfon was Hugh Courteniey, Jbn of the erf of 
Devondiire; but be died before his father, and of courfe did not 
inherit jkbe earldom. His widow Maude, daughter of iir Tboa^« 
JloHand, married Waleran count dc St. Pol. — IDugdale. 
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that it has not been my fault, but refts folely with 
the knights of France.' 

The lord de Clary, who was prefent, marked 
this fpeech in his memory, and with great difficulty 
held his tongue, on account of having the englifh 
^night under his care. The countefs of St. Pol 
" replied, — * My lord, you will ^ leave France with 
much honour, having complied with the requeft of 
the king of France, not to proceed further in your 
combat ; for you would have been unable to do 
more contrary to his will. You cannot incur any 
blame in this matter ; and all thofe on each fide of 
the fea that Ihall hear it told, will give you more 
praife than blame : I therefore beg of you to reft 
fatisfied.*' * Lady,' faid the knight, *that I will 
do J and not give myfelf any further care or trouble^ 
about it.' 

/ Here the converfation on this maffer ended; 
and other fubjefts were difcourfed on, during the 
day and night they remained. On the morrow, 
fir Piers Courteney took leave of the countefs de 
St. Pol, who prefented him with a handfome clafp 
of gold, and another to the lord de Clary, ^s being 
his companion, and becaufe the englifh knight was 
under his care and efcort. They left Lucen early 
in the morning, and took the road to Boulogne^ 
where they lay that night, and the next day rode 
through Marquife to Calais. 

Between Boulogne and Calais there are but 
feven fliort leagues, and a good road ; and at the 
diftance of two leagues from Calais you enter on 
the territory of Melle, Oye and Guines, which 

then 
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lien belonged to the king of England. When 
they were near to Calais, fir Piers Courteney faid; 
* Lord of Clary, we are now on the territories of 
the king of England : you have handfomely ac- 
quitted yourfelf, in efcorting me ; and I give you 
many thanks for your company.' 

The lord de Clary had not forgotten the fpeech 
of fir Piers to the countefs St. Pol, in the prefence 
of many perfons ; for it had made him fulky and 
full of anger, which although at the time he had 
not noticed as he thought it deferved, he was un- 
willing it ihould pafs off unanfwered ; for he con- 
fidcred ic as prefumpmous and diftionourable to 
the chivalry of France. Sir Piers had publicly 
declared, that he had purpofely left England to 
feek deeds of anns in France, and had not found 
any one in that country willing to oppofe him. 
The lord de Clary had therefore determined, in 
his own mind, thai fuch expreflions fhould not 
remain unnoticed. He therefore, on taking leave, 
faid, — ' Sir Piers, you are now on the lands of the 
king of England, whither I have efcorted you, 
by orders of my king and my lord of Burgundy. 
You may recoUcft that, the day before yefl:erday, 
when we were in the apartment of the countefs 
de St. Pol, who entertained us handfomely, you 
fpoke with too great latitude, as it feemed to me, 
and too much to the blame and prejudice of the 
french chivalry ; for you faid, you had come to 

I the court of the king of France, and had found 
■one willing to oppofe you in arras : and you 
I feemed 
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feemed to have it underftood, that there was not a 
knight in France who dared to tilt with you three 
courfes with a lance. I wifli you therefore to. 
know, that I (who am one of the fmalleft knights 
of the realm) offer myfelf, to maintain that France 
is not fo devoid of knights, but that you may find 
many willing to accept your challenge ; and if you 
will accept of me to this intent, either this day or 
to-moryow, I will meet you without hatred or any 
ill-will. It is folely with a view to defend our 
honour, and that you may not return to Calais or 
England, and boafl you have defeated the chivalry 
of France without ftriking a blow: now, fay. 
whetlief you will accept my challenge or not/ 

Sir Piers . Courteney was ready with his anfwer, 
and faid, — ' Lord de Cl^ry, you fpeak well: 
I au:cept your cliallenge, and propofe that you be 
at this place to-morraw, armed as you pleafe. 
1 will be fo likewife ; and we will tilt three courfes 
with the lance, by which you will recover the 
honour of France, and give me much fatisfaflion.* 
* Agreed,' replied the lord de Clary: * J will be 
here at the hour you (hall appoint.' The two 
knights then pledged their faith to each other for , 
this tournament, and feparated : the lord de Clary 
went to Marquife, which was not far diftant, where 
he provided himfelf with armour, a fhield and 
lance* He was not long in doing this ; for the 
knights on the frontier of Boulogne and Calais 
take care to have ample fupplies. He did it all, 
however, as fccretly as he could; for he was 

unwilling 
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uBvilling that too tnzny (hould know and fpeak 
ofit 

In like mannett fir Piers Cotirteney^ on his 
arrival at Calais, was not unmindful of the engage- 
ment he had. made* He had n#occafion to feek 
either for armour or arms, for he had brought 
with him from England his own vproper arms« 
which were good and ftrong. 

At this time, fir John Warnes* Was governor pf 
Calais, to whom he told the engagement he had 
made with the lord de Clary. Sir John replied^ 
that he would accompany him, with fome other 
knights of Calais. On the enfuing morning, the 
two knights met at the appointed place ; but the 
engHfh knight was better accompanied tlian the 
krd de Clary, for he had with him the governor 
of Calais. On their meeting, there was not much 
, converlation, for each knew what he was to do. 

Both of them were ftrongly and completely 
arroedv. to abide the event, fuch as the fortune of 
^ms fliould decide, and they were well mounted* 
They bad their targets faft buckled on, and their 
lances given them, which were of fliarp, well tem« 
pered bourdeaux fteeL Having taken their diftance, 
they fpurred their horfes full gallop, againft each 
other, but miffed their ftrokes, which feemed 
to vex them greatly. On the fecond courfe, thdy 
met full ; ^nd the lord de Clary gave fir Piers fo 



* I cannot difcover fir John Warnes, and muft fuppofe it a 
midake ; for fir William Beaucharop was governor of Calais 
when the truoewas figned. 
" Lord Berners calls him ilr John Berne?, 

fever 
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lerere a blow with his ftiff and well-tempered 
lance, that it pierced the target^ and, ei^tering 
deeply into the ihoulder, flmck him off his horfe. 
The lofd de Clary, having fo ^bly tilted, paffed on, 
and finiflied his ikareer as an accomplifhed knight 
fbould, and remained quiet, but feeing the eiiglifh 
loiight was unhorfed, farrounded by his friends as he 
lay on the ground, and thinking that he might have 
wounded hisn, for his lance with the blow was fhi- 
Tercd in pieces, rode towards him. The Engltfli 

. advanced to meet him, faying he was not a courteous 
tiher. * Why fo?' replied the lord de Clary. 

. • Becaufe you have thruft your lance into fir Piers* 
ftouMer : you ought and could have tilted more 
fiberally.' *It was not my part to be over cdurteous; 
for 1 was ready prepared to meet with fuch an 
accident, or perhaps a worfe, if it had fo happened ; 
but fince he had fuch pleafure in julling, alk him, or 
I will for you, if be be fatisfied, or wifli for more/ 
Sir Jfohn Bernes, upon this, faid, ' No, fir knight: 
you may depart, for you have done enough.' 
The lord de Clary went away with his company^ 
and the Englifli carried fir Piers Courteney to 
Cafeis, that his wound might be attended to and 
cured. The lord de Clary returned to France, 
cxpefting to receive great praife for the goodly 
aft he thought he had done; but I w}ll tell you ^ 
how it turned out. 

When it was made known to the king of France, 

the duke of Burgundy, and their council, that, the 

lord de Clary, in accompanying fir Piers Courteney, 

Jxad fought with, and fo dangeroufly wounded him, 

• '- that 
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that he was in danger of his life, they were highlj^, 
enraged againft him, and in particular fir Guy de. 
la Tr!mouiIle*v They declared his condud de-y 
ferved at leaft confifc^ition of his lands, and per- 
petual banifhment from the kingdom of France* 
Others, who were his enemies, faid he bad aded 
like an infamous tr^tor, in challenging and fight- 
ing a knight that had been placed under his 
guard, by the king and the duke of Burgundy ; 
that he was guihy of an unpardonable crime, and 
ought to fuffer death. ... 

The lord de Clary was fummoned to appear^ 
which fummons he obeyed, and when brought 
before the king, the duke of Burgundy and the 
council, was iharply reprimanded, for having dared 
to injure a knight who had, come from foreign 
countries to the court of France to perform a 
deed of arms and gain renown, and had left that 
court with perfed fatisfaftion to all, and under his 
fafeguard : notwithftanding which, he had on his 
return, at the boundary of the two kingdoms^ 
challengil^ him to mortal combat, without having 
demanded' per million of his fovereign, on whofe 
territories he was : that this was a crime deferving 
the feverefl: punifliment, by which others might 
ial^e example. 

The lord de Clary, on hearings tins bitter re- 
proof, was thunderitrudk, for he thought what he 
had done deferved a .contrary treatment Having 
' paufed awhile, he faid, — ^ My lords, it is indeed 
true that you intruded to my care fir Piers Cour^ 
ieaej, with orders, to efcort him as far 33 Calais 
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or to the borders of the kingdom. Of this I have 
acquitted myfelf loyally and faithfully, which if 
necelTary to prove, I can readily do fo from hhn- 
felf. It is alfo true, that on our road we vifited 
the countefs de St. Pol at Luzieuz, who rec^ved 
IIS very kindly. While there, the following con- 
verfation palfed : The lady aflted fir Hers, if he 
were contented with the lords of France, and 
what he thought of the country ? The knight 
coiirtcoufly replied, * Madam, the ftate of France 
is rich, extenfive and plentiful. With refped to 
its lords, I am perfeflly fatisfied with the recep- 
tion and entertainments I have had from them, 
excelling one thing. I have put myfelf to very 
great expcnfe in my preparations and journey to 
I'aris. to jwrform a deed of arms, but, when ar- 
rived there, found none willing to accep: of my 
challcngr.' My lords, when I heard this fpeech 
before fiich a lady as the countefs of St. Pol, 
fiftcr 10 ihc king of England, my blood boiled 
ivirhin mr ; bur. with mnrh difficulty I kept 
filcncc, bnraufc you had cnlrufted him to my care 
and protcftion ; and T never gave him the leaft 
caiife -to fufpcil T was any way hurt by what he 
had faid, fo long as we con:inued together in 
h«n«. But true it is, that when we were about 
the bordtTs of the country of 
lUm of his expreSions to the 
It^Vhich^ I [aid, were ncidier 
^Ibemed to wifli it to 
I dT France was 
meet with 
any 
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any one who dared to fight with him: that I, as a 
knight of France, if fuch were his meaning, of- 
fered to prove the contrary, being unwilling that, 
on his return to England, he (hould have the 
power of renewing his boaftings : that I was ready 
and defirous to aflford him the pleafure of tilting 
three courfes with a lance, either that or any fu- 
ture day. Certainly, my lords, I made this oflfer 
for the honour of the kingdom of France and its 
chivalry, who are here prefent ; and it feemed to 
me, that he accepted my challenge with much' joy, 
and fixed the meeting for the morrow, on the fpot' 
where M*e were fpeaking. He then went to Calais, 
and I returned to Marquife/ where I provided 
myfelf with the neceffary arms, as he was to do 
at Calais. On the inorrow, according to our ap- 
pointment, we met. He came well attended by 
fome of the garrifon of Calais, and fome of the 
knights and fquires of the borders came with me, 
fuch as the lord de Montkarel and fir John de 
Longvilliers. When we met, we bad but a fliort 
converfation, and then tilted with fpears of war, 
for we were both completely armed^ to the beft 
of our abilities. The fortune of the pombat fell 
to me, for at the fecond courfe I drove my lance 
into him, and tixrew him on the ground. I diefi 
^MFent to fee what fituation he was in, and if he 
wflied to continoe the combat. The governor of 
CSdais told me that what had been done was fuf- 
fident, and that I might depart. This 1 <fid« 
Toa hxve ordered me hither, and here I as. I 
^dumglit I bad aded properly in iupport of tie 
*^ honour 
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honour of the kingdom and its chivalry, aQd have 
related to you the exaO: truth. If I am to be 
punifhed for what I have done, I (hall fubmit my- 
felf to the judgment of my lord the conftable, and 
the marfhals of France, and alfo to the evidence 
of fir Fiers Courteney himfelf, with whofe con- 
fenc I have fought this duel, and to the difcretion 
of all knights and fquires of honour in France or 
England, who may wifli to attend to it.* 

The. lord de Clary, having thus clearly excuU 
pated himfelf, greatly foftened the anger of thole 
who had fenc for him : but this did not prevait 
him from being committed to prifon, where he 
lemained a confiderable time in much danger. 
His lands were feized, and himfelf on the point 
of banifliment from France, when the lord de 
Coucy and the duke of Bourbon, who loved him, 
interfered, and with great difficulty made his peace, 
by means of the countefs de St. Pol, who teftified 
to the truth of what he had faid, of the converfa- 
tion that pafled at her houfe. 

On obtaining his liberty, he was addreffed, — 
• Lord de Clary, when you challenged fir Piers 
Courteney to fight, inftead of afting, as you 
thought, very gallantly, you behaved infamoufly; 
for he was under the protedlion of the king, . and 
you had orders to condud him in fafety to Calais. 
You committed a great outrage, when you no- 
ticed, in the manner you have yourfelf declared, 
the converfation he held in joke at the countefs 
de St. Pol's. Before you had propofed this com- 
'1a^ 79H ought to have returned hither to my 
■;uo:* i lords. 
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lords, and have told them, that fir Hera Cour- 
teney had held fuch and fuch infolent language 
againfl: the honour of the knights of France ift J 
your prefence. They would then have ordcreft. I 
you how to a£l. Becaufe, therefore, you have 
not done this, you have been thus punJlhed. Be 
another time more difcreet ; and return thanks for , 
your deliverance to my lord of Bourbon and the, '■ 
lord de Coucy : they have exerted themfelvei . 1 
much to ferve you, as has the countefs de St. Pol j-, f 
for that good lady took great pains that you Ihould J 
be acquitted.' The lord de Clary replied,— i,'[ 
* Many thanks, my lords;' adding, 'I certainly | 
thought I was deferving more praife than blam^, 1 
when 1 a£ted as 1 did.' / 

During the ftay of the king of France at Monr-- 
pelller, he gave a grand banquet to many ladJ^J 
and damfels of that town j during which, all I J 
have jufl: related was talked over, and the caule:! 
was, that the three knights, who were defirous c'" 
holding the lifts againft all comers, wifhed 
avoid felling under like blame to the lord i 
Clary. 

SirBoucicaut the younger, fir Reginald de Roye 
and the lord de Saimpi, offered to hold a 6eld of 
arms on the frontier of Calais, in the courfe of 
the enfuing fummer, againft all foreign knights 
and fquires, for the fpace of thirty days, and to 
tilt with blunt lances or others. The king of 
France, as well as thofe prefent, thinking this 
propofal was rather prefumptuous, remonftrated. 
with them, and defired they would put down their 
~ Vol. X. D challenge 
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challenge on paper> that if any improper language 
were made ufe of, it ipight be correfted ; for the 
king and his miniflers wiflied to examine it, being 
unwilling that ^ny improper or unufual terms 
ihould be ufed. . 

The three knights agreed that this would be 
right, and, in reply to the kirig, faid they would 
inftantly obey his commands. They ordered . a 
clerk, with pens, paper and ink, into another 
apartment, and dictated to him as follows: 

* From the great defire we have to become ac- 
quainted with the nobles, gentlemen, knights and 
fquires bordering on the kingdom of France, as 
\eeU as with thofe in the more diftant countries^ 
we propofe being at St. Ingelvere * the twentieth 
day of May next enfuing, and to remain .there 
for thirty days complete ; and on each of thefe 
thirty days, excepting the Fridays, we will de- 
liver irom their vows all knights, fquires and gen- 
tlemen, from whatever countries they may come, 
with five courfes ,with a Iharp or bluut lance, ac- 
cording to their pleafure, or with both lances if 
more agreeable. On the outfide of our tents will 
be hung our fhields, blazoned with our arms; 
that k to fay, with our targets of war and our 
Ihields of peace. Whoever may choofe to tilt 
with us has only to come, or fend any one, the 
preceding day, to touch with a rod either of thefe 
ihields, according to his courage. If he touch the 
iarget, he ihall find an opponent ready on the 



♦ St. logelvere^ — a village in Picardy, near Calais. 
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mofrow to engage him in a mortal combat with 
three couifes with a lance : if the ihield, he ftiall 
be tilted with a blunted lance; and if bothihields 
are touched, he (hall be accommodated with bpth 
forts of combat. , ' 

* Every one who may come, or fend to touch 
our Ihields, muft give in his name to the perfons 
who Ihall be appointed to the care of thent. And 
all fuch foreign knights and fquires as fhall be 
defirous of tilting with us, ihall bring with them 
fome nbble friend, apd we will do the fame on 
our parts, who will order what may be proper to' 
be done on either fide. We particularly entreat, 
, fuiJh noble knights or squires as may accept our 
challenge, to believe that we do not make it 
through prefumption, pride, or any ill will, but 
folely with a view of having their honbiirable 
company, and making acquaintance' with them, 
which we defire from the bottom of .our hearts. 
None of our targets (hall be covered with fteel or 
iron, any more than thofe who may tilt with us j 
nor fliall there be any fraud, deceit or trick made 
ufe of, but what fhall be deemed honourable by 
the judged of the tournament. And that stll gen* 
tlemen, knights and fquires, to whom thefe pre^ 
fents (hall come, may depend on their authenticity, 
we have fet to them bur feals, with our arms^ this 
twentieth day of November, at Montpellier, in the 
year of grace 1389.' Underneath was figned, 
Reginald de Roye, Boucicaut, Saimpi. 

The king of France was well pleafed with this 
courageous challenge of his three knights, and de- 

D 2 clared 
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(dared it fhould have his confent, if» on examuta* 
tion by h|is minifters, there w?ls no fault found 
.with the ter-ms it was.xouched in. It was objefted 
tp by fome, that it was wrong to fix the place for 
this tournament fo near to Calais^ as the Eiiglifh^ 
might think it was arrogaijitly and particularly 
idmed at them ; and that all occafions of quarrel 
jQiould jpie avoided^ for a truce had been agreed to 
for three years between France and England. The 
jMng's miniilers were one whole d^y confidering 
the.matter^ without coming to any conclufion. 
^omie of the moil prudent :^id, it ought not to be 
.allowed, nor the whiiias of wild young knights xq 
be acceded to, for more evil tl^an good might en^ 
^e fro]||n them. 

The king, however, who was young himfelf, 
greatly inclined towards them, and faid, — •• Let 
the^ perforin their entefprife: they are young 
;md couragjeoys, and, befides, haye vowed to do 
fo before the ladies of Montpellier. We are dcr 
iirpus they fliould undertake it, and bring it to the 
Jiappieft end they can/ 

When the king had thus declared his mind to 
.the council, no one made further oppofition, to 
the great joy of the knights. The challenge 
having been agreed to in the manner the knights 
had drawn it out, the king called them into his 
clpfet, and faid, — ^ Boucicaut, Reginald, and 
Saimpi, b^ attentive in this your enterprife, to 
guard well your own honour and that of pur king- 
dom: let nothihg be fpared in the ^ate you 
I^P i % I will not fail to ^fTifl yoi| as % ^3 
: • tea 



ten thottfatidi francs/ The three knights xfaft 
themfelves on thdr knees, ihd returned the kiil]^ 
their warmeft thanks. ' * 
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DURING THE KING OF FRANCE*S RKSIDEJ^CE Af 
B£;^I£RS^ ACCUSATIONS ARE MADE AGAINST 
BETHISAC, TREASURER TO THE DUKE OF 
^ERRY. — -THINKING TO BE SENT TO THJS 
POPE AND ESCAPE PUNISHMENT,' HE CON* 
FESSES HIMSELF A HERETIC AND SODOMITE^ 
BUT IS TRANSFERRED OVER, BY THE OFFICIAJL 
AT BEZIERS, TO THE SECULAR POyTER, AN» 
BUR^T, • 

"^U^HEN the king of France had, for fifteen day 8 
or more, taken his amufements with th^ 
ladies and damfels of MontpelHer, and his mini- 
ilers', daring that time, had attended to the ftate 
of the towflj^ for that had been the'caufe of hb 
coming, ahd had made many reforms and taken qff 
feveral heavy taxes of which the indhabitatits hand 
complained, he gracioufly took his leave of ^k 
ladies, and one morning very early departed, • fol- 
lowing the road toAlipiam*, where he ditied^ 

and lay that night at St. Thibery f. • ' ' 

. ■« < . . . ^- ^ . i» f * • 1 • t • "• • \ 

■ * I 1 ■ ■ >■ |i * I n* n 1 ■ ■■ I ■■■111 I I 1^ 

* Alipiaro. It is Olipiam in the MSS. Jind Alpiam i n Ve> 
rard. Q., if not intended for.YiUe Airac. which is on the line 
from'Moiitpellier to Sft. Thilieiy, 

f St. Thibery, a town in the diocefe of Adge, near Fezenas. 

• ^ D 3 On 
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- On the- morrow, after his morning-draught, he 
fet off and came to Bezier5, where he was received 
moft joyfully ; for the good people of that town, 
and the adjoining ones of Pezenas, Cabeftan and 
Narbonne *, were anxious to fee him, in order to 
make their complaints againfl an officer of the 
duke of Berry, called Bethifac, who had im- 
poveriflied the country all around, by feizing 
whatever he could lay his hands on. This Bethifac 
had attended the king's company ever fmce he 
had left Avignon; but the king's minifters, who 
fought his ruin, never told him, * Bethifac, 'look 
to jourfelf, for very drift inquiries will be made 
into your management : there have already been 
made very heavy accufations againfl: you to the 
king.* But, on the contrary, they made him good 
cheer, joked and laughed with him, and promifed 
him increafed honours, in which he was difap- 
pointed, as I fhall fhortly relate. 

The king of France left St. Thibery at one 
o'clock in the afternoon, and between three and 
four entered the town of Beziers. He was met 
by the bifhop and all the clergy in their robes, 
and the citizens, ladies and damfels in proceflion : 
they formed a lane, through which he rode a 
•foot's pace; and, as he palTed, they all fell on 
their knees. In this maimer was he conduded to 
the cathedral, and difmounted at the portico, where 
had been, erefted a rich altar, adorned with holy 

* Pezenas^ Cabel^an and Natbonfte, towaff in Lower Lan- 
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relics irom the church. The king^ ha\ang on his 
knees very devoutly made his prayers at this altar, 
was conduced into the church by the bifhop of 
Beziers and the duke of Bourbon, followed by all 
the great lords. He remained in the church about 
half an hour, and then went to the palace that was 
adjoining, where, he, his brother the duke of 
• Touraine, and his uncle the duke of Bourbon were 
lodged. The other lords were lodged in the town, 
which was of a fufficient fize^ for Beziers is a 
large dty. 

The king was for three days revelling with the 
ladies and damfels in Beziers, before any notice 
was taken of Bethifac; but the inquiiitors who 
had been appointed to make inquiries concerning 
him were not idle, but did their office fecretly, 
and difcovered many actrocious ads deferving the 
fevered punifhment. On the fourth day, Bethifac 
was fummoned before the council, and ihut up in 
a chamber for his examination. He was ordered 
to make anfwer to the following accufations, aiid 
was fliewn at the fame time a number of com- 
plaints and petitions that had been prefented to the 
king at Beziers, accufing him of weak manage; 
meat and fuch great .extortions as made the whole 
country cry out againft him. All thefe were read 
in his prefencc. To fome he gave fatisfadory an* 
fwers, to others not, £aiying he had no knowledge 
of them, and referring them to the fi§n6fchals of 
Beaucaire and Carcaflbne, amd to the chancellor of 
Berry. They concluded this examination by teU 
bng him, it was necefiary to commit him to prifon 
, r > D 4 until 
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until he Jhould clear him&if from Ihefe heavy 
charges. This he obeyed, for he could not help 
it ; and, as foon as he was gone, the inquifitors 
went to his houfe, and feized all his papers and 
accounts of whatever things he had been, concerned 
in, carrying them away to fearch iiito them more 
at leifure. They difcovered a variety of tranfac- 
tions, and accounts of large fums that he had €^ 
torted from thefe countries. 

He was alked, if thefe accounts were ju(L^ and 
what had become of the large fums he had re-* 
ceived ; he anfwered, ^ that the accounts were 
jufl: ; that the whole amount had been paid to his 
lord of Berry, and had paffed through his hands, 
CHT thofe of other treafurers, for which he had re- 
ceived legal acquittances, that were in fucli a place 
of his houfe." Perfons were fent thither, who laid 
them before the countil : and they were, found,, on 
comparing them, to tally tolerably well with the 
accounts of receipt. 

The inquifitors and the council were fatisfied^ 
and Bethifac was no longer clofely confined. The 
council conferred together, and faid,—^ Bethifac 
is clear from this accufation; for it is apparent, 
that all the fums the people complain of having 
been exaded from them have been paid to the 
4uke of Berry. How can we help it if thefe fums 
have been extravagantly fpent?' 

Bethifac's defence was nothing*, but the truth } 
for this duke of Berry was the moll. covetous: mah 
alive, and if he could only get mone^, cared not 
by what means} and when h& had it, be miferably 
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expendeid k, like many of the prpfent and p^ 
rimes. , 

The king's minifters found aothing ia the con-* 
iu6t of Bethifac that was defervin^: death. Ally 
however, were not of this opinion; for fonae of the^ 
i^id,— ^ Bethifac has made fuch cruel- kvies^ andrXa 
impoveriflicid thef people, to gratify the paffiocif* of 
my lord of Berry, that the blood of thefe ppoir 
creatures cries out loudly againft him -^ for that-hs 
being the only one from thqfe parts of the duk^-s 
x:ouncil, and knowing the poverty of the coumtry^ 
fcould have remonftrated with the duke, and if lit 
refufed.to liflen to him,, he fhould have come a&d 
informed the king and council of the fituatioa.of 
the country, and of the duke's intentions: proper 
meafures would then have been taken, and him&lf 
exculpated for the large fuans he was now accufed 
of having amaffed.' 

In confequence, Bethifac was remanded before 
the council, and again more clofely examined^ 
touching the expenditure of the great fums that 
had been raifed and paid to the duke of Bei^y-; 
for they, had found the amount to be three; millions 
of fraiwsi: He replied, — ' My lords, I cannbt 
make out any clearer account of this: the duke- 
has laid out brge fums in the reparations of his 
caftles and- houfe^, bx th,e purchafe of lands in^ the 
county d'Eftampes, from- the count de Boulogne, 
and in jewels; and you know he is v^ry carelefs 
infttch purchafes*. His eilablifhrneiUs, which'wete 
very grqat, before, have beep . much increased ; 
and he ha^ made fuch prefeats to Thibaut ai^d 

iflorinot. 
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Morinot) and the valets about his perfon, that they 
are become vei7 rich.* 

* And you Bethifac/ aflced the council, * have 
you been well paid for the pains and fervices you 
have done him? one hundred thoufand f.ancs is 
. a pretty tolerable recompenfe.* * My lords,' faid 
Bethifac, * 1 am very well fatisfied with what my 
lord of Berry has given me ; for he wiflies all his 
people Jo 'be rich.' * Ha, Bethifac,' replied 'the 
council, ^ you now talk like a fool : riches, ill 
acquired, are neither honourable nor profitable* 
You mufl return to prifon, and we will confider 
what you have now told us, and wait there the 
king's pleafure, to whom we will report every thing 
you have faid in your defence*-* * My lords,* 
replied Bethifac, * God affift ine!* 

He remained in prifon four days without being 
noticed by the council. When it was known in 
the country that Bethifac had been arretted and 
thrown into prifon, and that an inquifition was 
holding on his conduQ:; and that whoever had any 
complaints to make Ihould come forward; number^ 
haftened to Beziers, and prefenced petitions and 
accufations of heavy charges againft Bethiftq at the 
king's palace. 

Some complained that he had robbed them of 
their lands without caufe ; others of the violences 
he had committed on their wives and daughters. 
In fliort, the complaints were fo numerous, that 
the king's council were tired of hearing them: 
they plainly (hewed how much he was hated by 
the people, which arofe from the great exertions 
•' he 
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he had Blade to £11 the pujrfe of the duke of 
Berry,- .■: ■ • 

. The epi^cil were embarrafTed to know how to 
ad ; for /the duke of Berry had fent to Beziers 
two knights, the lord de Nailtouillet and /ir Peter 
Mefpin, with credential letters to the king. Thefe 
knights avowed, in the name .of the duke, all the 
ads Bethifac had committed, as done by his comr 
mand, and claimed, at the fame time, the perfoa 
of Bethifac, that they might condud him to* hi3 
lord, the duke of Berry. 

The king, from the many infamous ftories he 
had heard of Bethifac, hated him, and he and his 
brother were inclined to have him put to death ; 
but the council dared not condemn him, as they 
too. much feared the duke of Berry. They faid 
to 4:he king, — * In cafe my lord of Berry takes 
■on.himfdf all the ads of Bethifac, whatever they 
may deferve, we do not fee that, with any plea of 
juftice, we can put him to death. For at the 
time when he raifed all thefe vaft fums, by har- 
railing the people with taxes, levies and fubiidies, 
the duke of Berry aded as if he were king, ixith 
the fame royal power you have at this moment. 
We can, ho^frever, do one thing, as a pun^fhrnent 
for his crimes: we may take pofleffion of all his 
goods, moveable and immoveable, and reduce him 
to the ftate in which the duke of Berry found him, 
^and distribute thefe among fuch as have fufiered 
the moil from his wickedness.' 

- Why^jfcould I make a longer ilory of it? Be- 
thifac was on the point of efcaping^ l with the lofs 

^ indeed 
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{^eed of his fortune, when other evetate fcap-* 
pened that I will relate. I know not, nor havd 
ever been able to learn but from his own eonfef- 
fion, whether he was or was not guilty of the 
crimes he accufed hiififfelf of He d^eclared he had 
been for a long time a heretic, and had done many 
horrid and wicked deeds. According to the in- 
formation I had, fome perfons vifited him by night 
in his prifon, and, to frighten him, faid; * Be* 
thifac, you are in an unfortunate fitaation ; for the 
king of France, his brother and the- duke of 
Bourbon are determined on your death : and they 
have had fo many accufations againft your condud:, 
when you formerly governed Languedoc, that they 
judge you deferving the gallows, and you will not 
efcape with the confifcation of your wealth. This 
has been offered to the king; but he hates you 
mortally, and refufed it, faying, that both your 
property and your body too was forfeited to him^ 
and you ftiould not long remain confined. Wc 
tell you this, that you may confider and make the 
bed ufe of your time ; for to-morrow you will be 
brought from prifon, and, [torn the appearances 
we have obferved, we fuppofe you Will be con- 
demned to death.* 

This fpeech greatly terrified Bethifac, who cjf- 
claimed, *Ah, holy Mary! are there no meanb 
to avoid this ?* * Yes/ replied they : * fay^ to- 
morrow that you wifh to fpeak to the coundf: 
they will either come or fend for ybu. When ih 
their prefencfe, fay, 'My lords, I fear'l have 
'greatly offended Gbdj and for this offence afn I 
^•■,.. :i now 
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aow fuflFering under tfaefe ilanderous reports.' 
They will alk what -you mean* Reply, that you 
have for*4i ioug time erred from the faith, and 
t^at you'.are a heretic. Keep fteady to this de* 
ehration. Ute bifhop of Beziers, when he hears 
this, will claim you to be given, up to him. This 
IsriU.be inflantly complied with, for fuch cafes de- 
volve to the eccleliaftical jurifdiftion. You will 
be fent to Avignon, where no one will venture to 
accufe' you in oppofition to the duke of Berry, 
whom the pope dare not anger. By this means 
you will efcape, without lofs of life or fortune ; 
but. if you hefitate in taking advantage of the 
earliefl: opportunity, to morrow you will be hanged; 
for the king hates you from the clamour of the 
people, with whom you know how impopuUt you 
are/ • 

Bethifac unfortunately believed all this falfe in- 
formation that had been given to him, for thofe 
who are in peril of their lives are much confufed in 
mind : he faid,— r-* You are my good friends who 
thus limdly advile mey and may God reward you 
for it ! The time may perhaps come when I fhall 
be enabled to thank you otherwife than by words.' 
Upon this, his vifitors departed. 

When morning came, Bethifac called the gaoler, 
and faid, ' My friend, I beg of you to go, or 
ftnd, to fuch and fuch perfons,* whom he named, 
on the number of his inquifitors. He replied, he 
would do fo ; and they were informed, that Bethifac 
wanted to fpeak with them in his prifon. They ' 
Jiaftened thither, in the hope that the^ were al- 
ready 
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ready acquainted with the purport of his fending for 
them. When arrived, they afked what he wanted : 
he anfwered,— r^ My fair firs, I have hftd time to 
examine the ftate of my confcienire ; and I feat 
I have greatly offended God, by having for a long 
time erred in my faith ; for I do not believe one 
word of the Trinity, nor that the Son of God 
has ever deigned to debafe himfelf by defcending 
from Heaven, and putting on the human form by 
being born of woman. I believe likewife, that 
when we die, our foul dies with us.* •By holy 
Mary, Bethifac/ replied the informers, *'you do 
indeed err greatly againd the church : confider 
well what you have faid, for your fpeech de* 
fcrves the flames.' * I know not,' anfwered Bc- 
thifac, * whether my fpeech deferves fire or water, 
but fuch have been my opinions ever fince I came 
to underilanding, and fuch will they continue as 
long as I live.V 

The inquifitors were fo rejoiced at what he had 
faid, that they would not for the prefent liften to 
more, but, on their departure, ftridly charged the 
gaoler not to admit to him man or woman left 
he fhould retrad his opinions, and haftened to lay 
before the council what they had heard* They 
went to the king, in his chamber, and reported 
what Bethffac had declared. He was greatly a£> 
tonilhed,' and faid; * We order him to be put to 
death : he is a wicked wretch, an heretic and thief. 
We will, that he be burnt and hanged, that he 
may have the reward he deferves 3 nor for any 

thing 
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thing my uncle of Berry (hall fay, will I pardon 
him ' 

News was foon fpread through Beziers and other* 
places, that Bethifac had of his own free will, 
without the lead conftraint, confeffed himfelf an 
heretic and fodomite, which pradice he had long 
followed, and that the king had condemned him to 
be burnt and hanged. The inhabitants of Beziers 
were pleafed at this, for he was much hated by thenu 
The two knights from the duke of Berry were 
thunderlfaruck, and knew not how to ad: at 
length firTeter Mefpin, addreiling himfelf to the 
lord de Nantouiilet, faid,-*-I fufpeft that Bethifac 
has been betrayed, and that fome one, who has 
been to fee him in'prifon, has frightened him, and 
advifed him to accufe himfelf; and that, if he 
perfift in owning himfelf guilty of thefe horrible 
and infamous crimes, the church will claim him 
to be tried according to its canons, and he will 
be deliverjsd up to the pope at Avignon, Ah^ 
die blockhead will be deceived] for I have already 
heard the king has declared he fhall be burnt and 
hanged. Come, let us haften to his prifon, and 
remonftrate with him on his folly, and make him 
retraft all he has (aid, for he has been betrayed by 
falfe friends/ 

The two knights immediately went from their 
lodgings to the prifon, and demanded from the 
.gaoler to fpeak with Bethifac. The gaoler ex- 
cufed himfelf, faying, — * My lords, I am particu- 
larly ordered, as well as thefe four ferjeants at 
Wms, who have been fent hither by the king, not 

to 
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to ftflfer a»y one to converfe with the prifoncr, 
under pain of our lives ; and this command of the 
kmg-^^e dare not difobey/ The knights perceiTed 
z\\ ftirther attempt would be vain, for it was over 
with Bcthtfac, and that he muft die for the crimes 
of which he h^d been wickedly induced to atccufe 
himfclf. They then returned to their inn, paid 
their expenfes, mounted their horfes, and fet out 
on their return to the duke of Berry. i 

ITie end of Bethifacwas, that about ten o^cIock 
in the morning of -^ the next day he wai carried 
from prifon to the palace of the biftiop, where were 
affembltd his judges and the official of the bi(hop*s 
court. The bailiflF of Beziers, under whofe care 
he had been committed priforier, faid to the officers 
of the bilhop ,' * Here is Bethifec, whom we de- 
liver to you as a fodomite, an heretic, and one 
erring greatly agaitift the faith, \vho, had he not 
been a clerk^ fhould have been puniflied by us 
according to his deftrts.* 

The official demanded if he were fuch a perfon 
as he had been reprcfented, and that he would, iA 
the hearing of the people, avow or deny it. Be- 
thifac, who expefted to efcape, by confeffing him- 
fclf guilty, replied, that the charges were true. 
He was thrice aiked this queftion, and thrice ac- 
knowledged it aloud. Ybu may fuppofe how 
grofsly he muft have been deceived : bad lie kept 
firm to the defence he had made to the accufih 
tions brought againft him, he wouM have been 
acquitted ; for the duke of Berry had taken upon 
himfelf all the charges of extortion, in raifing the 



res In Languedoc. Fortune, one may conclude^' 
played him this trick; and when he was feared, ai 
he thought, on the top of her wheel, fhe fuddenly 
turned it round and whirled him in the dirt, as fhe 
has done to thoufands fince the world began. 

Bethifac was, by the official, given over to tl 
bailiff of Beziers, who, in temporal matters, go- 
verns for the king : without delay, he led him to 
the fquare before the palace, and made fuch hafte^ 
that Bethifac had no time to make any defence, 
nor retraft what he had faid ; for when he fai 
the fire, and that he was put into the hands of th( 
executioner, he was affrighted, and perceived that 
he had been betrayed. He called aloud to be 
heard, but no attention whatever was paid tohimij 
he was told, — ' Bethifac, the order is given, ai 
you mufl die : your evil deeds have brougl 
you to a dlfgraceful end.' Much hafte was mad) 
for the fire was lighted ; and they had erected 
gallows and a poft, with a large collar and chi 
they opened the collar by a hinge, and clofed 
again, when round hjs neck, and dragged him 
the poft, faftening him thereto with the ch; 
He cried aloud, faying, — • Duke of Berry, thi 
wrongfully and treacheroufly are putting me 
death.' '1 he moment he was faftened to the ft: 
they covered him with dry faggots, to which thi 
fet fire ; and thus was Bethifac burnt, and his ' 
bones hanged : the fquare being in front of the 
palace, the king of France, if he pleafed, might 
have witnefled it from the windows of his apart- 
ments. Such was the miferable end of Bethifac; 
_, VouX. E 
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and the people revenged on him the many great 
vexations and violences he had committed during 
the time; he governed Languedoc *. 



CHAP. VII. 

WUEN THE KING OF FRANCE IS AT TOULOUSE, 
HE SUMMONS THE COUNT DE FOIX, WHO, 
ON HIS ARRIVAL, PAYS HIM HOMAGlf FOlt HIS 
COUNTY OF FOIX. 

'T^HE king of France did not remain long in 
- Beziers after this fevere aft of jufUcei but 
fet .out with his array, taking the road towards 
Carcaflbne. Since he had left Avignon, he had 
been always attended by his marfhal, fir Lewis de 
Sancerre. The king did not follow the ftraight 
road, but vifited different towns, fuch as Cabeflan f, 
KarbonneJ, LymouxJ, Mont-ropl|| and Foq- 

■ ■ I I il H ■ I ■ < III — ^w^— >■ ■ ■ ■ I , II , ,m. 

• Don Vaiflelte, in his hiftory of Languedoc^ gives very 
fatisfa^d'iy reafoniSj to fhew that FroifTart was miflaken as to the 
time of Bethifac's execution^ which took place the 22d I>e« 
cember^ 1389> at Touloufe^ fome months after the king bad 
left Beziers. For further particulars^ I refer to that hiftory. 

f Cabeflan^ — a town in lower LanguedoC, diocefe of 
Nimes. 

% Narbonncj— a large city In lower Languedoc. 

§ Lymoux, — a city in upper Languedoc^ five leagues from 
Carcaflbne* 

il Mont-xoyal. Q. 
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gaux", thence he returned to Carcaflbne, w4iere 
Jie refided four dajs. On his departure, he pafled 
through Ville-franchet, AvIgnonetJ and Mont- 
giPcard^, in his way to Touloufe. The inhabi- 
tants of this city, being anxious to fee hira, went 
out in grand proceflion, handfomely dreffed, and, 
efcorted him with much pomp to the caftle of 
Touloufe. The citizens of the town, which is 
rich and important, made the king fuch prefents, 
on his arrival, as well pleafed him. 

When the king had refreftied hlmfelf, fat three 
days, in Touloufe, he was advifed to ftimmon 
the count de Foix, who had left Beam, and fixed 
his refidence at a town in Foix, called Mazeres, 
fourteen leagues from Touloufe ; fcfr he had re- 
ceived information of the king's arrival at Tou- 
loufe, and of his intention to fummon him. 

The marfhal of France and the lord de l& Ri- 
viere, were ordered to wait on the count, who, 
fetting out on a Wednefday after dinner, arrived 
at a tolerably good town in the Touloufain, railed 
]lle Jourdain ||, and on the morrow, by dinner- 

ttime, came to Mazeres. The count de Foix, oiv 
* FiHigaux. Q. Fougans, a village in iifiperLanguMoc. 
■)- Ville- franc be, — a town in uppet Languedoe, diocEfe of 
Alby. 
J Avignonet,— a town in upper Laoguedoc:, diocefe of St, 
Papowl. 
5 Monlgifcard, — a town in Upper Languedoo, three leagues 
from Touloufe. 
'II m^ Joui4ain,— ft town in Armagnac, fi\ leagues from 
E 3 learning 
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leaititfig their aniTai, recoTed diem kindly, from 
his affbQiQQ.to the king, and from his former ac^ 
quainiance with diem. 

Thft marfhal, addreffing him, faid, — ^ My lord 
of Foiz, our Tery dear lord^ die king of France^ 
fisnds us to invite you to come to Touloufe; 
otherwife, fo great is his defire to fee you, that 
he will do his utmoft to vifit you in your own 
country/ The count replied, — * Sir Lewis, I will 
not give die king the trouble of coming to me }. 
£pr it is more becoming that I wait on him. You 
will tdl him, therefore, if you^ pleafe, from me^ 
that I will be in Touloufe within four days.' ^ It is 
wdl bid,* replied the knight : ^ we will return^ 
and carry him this your anfwcr/ ^ That you 
may boldly do,' laid the count ; ^ but not tcMlay $ 
for you ihall now ftay with me, as I am heartily, 
glad to fee you both ; and in the morning you 
ihall fet out on your return.' 

The two knights remained with the count, who 
was in the higheil good humour, that day and 
night, and they converfed on various fubje&u 
The count was a wife and prudent man, and had 
a talent of drawing from any perfon with whom 
he converfed, be his ftadon what it might, his 
mod private thoughts. At bed-time, they took 
leave of the count, intending to fet out very early 
in the morning for Touloufe, which they did, 
and I believe performed the journey in one day. 
On their return, they found the king pfatying at . 
chefs with the duke of Bourbon, who, on fisdng 
them, called out, ^ Well, what news ? Will the 

count 
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count de Foix come or not?' 'Yes, fire,* re- 
la Riviere : ' he has a very earneil defire to 
lome to you, and will be here within four days.* 
■ Well,' faid the king, ' we fliall be very happy to 
fee faim.' 

The two knights then left the king to continue 
his game, and went to fup and refrefti themfelves, 
for they had rode a long day's journey. The 
count de Foix, who refided at Mazeres, was not 
forgetful of the journey he was to make, and his 
preparations were foon ready, for he had givei* 
orders on that head when he had Brft heard of the 
king's coming to Touloufe. He fent forward to 
Toulbufe purveyances in abundance, fuitable to 
'his rank, and had ordered two hundred knights 
and fquires from Beam to attend him. On the 
day the count had fixed for his arrival at Touloufe, 
he entered the city with upwards of fix hundred 
horfe, and well accompanied by knights and fquires 
of his vaflalage. Among them were, fir Roger 
d'Kfpaign his coufm, the lord de Coraffe, the lord 
de Valentin, the lord de Quer, the lord de Baruge, 
fir Efpaign du Lyon, the lord de Roquepaire, the 
lord de Lane, the lord de Befach, the lord de 
Perle, fir Peter de Cabeftain, fir Menaut de 
Noailles, fir Richard de la Moihe, fir Arnold de 
Saint Bafile, with many others. He was alfo at- 
tended by his two brothers, .fir Peter and fir Ar- 
nold de Beam, and his two baltard-fons, whom 
he affedionately loved, fir Evan and fir Gracien 
de Foix. 

The cQunt had intentions of fettling on thefe 
i E 3 two 
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two fons the greater part of Kam, which, being 
free land and dependant on no one but God^ he 
could difpofe of as he pleafed. .' > 

The count de Foix difmounted at the convent 
of the Friar Preachers, where he and his hotife* 
hold were lodged; and his people quartered them- 
felves as near him as they could. 

The citizens of Tpuloufe (hewed much joy at 
the arrival of the count dc Foix, for they loved 
him from his being fo kind a neighbour, and never 
fufFering any of his people to make war or cQm\ 
init any violence on their country. They pre* 
fented him with the fined wines and fo many other ^ 
things, that he was well contented with them. 
He mside his entry into Touloufe rather late in the 
evening, and remained all that night in his lodgings. 
On the morrow, about ten o'clock, he mounted 
his hdrfe, as did thofe who were to attend Idvn to 
the king,' confiding of more than two hundred 
knighYs, kll men of diflinftion ; and in this flate 

he paraded through the ftreets of Touloufe to the 
cafftle', where the king refided. He Amounted 
in ' the dbUrt I within the firfl fquai^e of the^aftle, 
where fervants took and held their horfes.' 

The eo?iiBt land his compfeiny afcended the ,fl!eps 
of the gre^t hill, whither the king had gone from 
* his chamber to wait his arrival =; for hewc^ veiy. 
anxious to fee him for the gallant aflitos he had 
performed, ahd on account of his fair rcpuliatidnj^ 
The coiint de Foix, who was Very- handfome in 
perfon and in countenance, entered the haU ibarei- 
hca<ied' (for'he nev^r wo**e a?*icap)i with hi& hair 

c J- fcattercd 



fcattered about : when he perceived the king, his 
brother! uncle, and the lords of Fr^ce, in the 
afl: of doing the king honour, and not till then, he- 
bended very low on one knee : he afterwards rofe 
up, advanced, and knelt a fecond time clofe to 
the king, who raifed him up with his hand, and 
embraced him, faying, * Fair coufm of Foix, you 
are welcome, for your vifit has greatly rejoiced us.* 
* My lord,* replied the count, ^ I thank you much 
for what you are plcafed to fay/ They had a long 
converfation together, until dinner-time arrived,, 
but I neither heard the words nor the fubjeft. 

Water being brought, they wafhed, and feated * 
themfelves at table. The archbifliop of Touloufe 
was feated at the head of the king's table, next to 
him the king, then his uncle the duke of Bour- 
bon, then the count de Foix, the counts de la 
Mj^rche and de Vendome, and none others. At 
the fecond were feated, the lord Charles d'^lbrct, 
the count de Harcourt, the lord Philip de -Bar, 
and four other knights attached to the count de 
Foixi At another table were placed, themarfhal 
de Sancerre, fir Roger d'Efpaign, and eight of 
the count's knights. This dinner was magnificent 
and fplendid in all jefpedts. When they had dined, 
the tables were removed; and, grjice being faid, they 
amiifed themfelves in various ways. The king 
and the lords were on their feet nearly two hours, * 
in the prefence chamber, liftening to the minftrels, 
for the count de Foix took delight in them. 

After this, wine and fpices were brought, and 
the comfit box was prefented folely to the .king by 

E4 the 
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the count de Harcourt. Sir Gerard de la Pierre 
did the fame to the duke of Bourbon, and fir Me» 
naut de Noailles to the count de Foix % 

When this was done, it was about four o'clock 
in the afternoon : the count de Foix took leave of 
the king, the duke of Bourbon and the other lords, 
and, leaving the hall, went into the court, where, 
he found his horfes and attendants waiting for 
him. The count and his company haying mount- 
ed, returned to his lodgings, much pteafed with 
the reception and entertainment the king of France 
had given him, and praifed him exceedingly when 
converfing with his knights. During the time the 
king of France and count Gafton de Foix were at 
Touloufe, many tokens of affedHon pafled between 
them, which was encouraged to. the utmbft of 
their power by the marfhal de Sancerre and the 
lord de la Riviere, becaufe they faw the king, at 
well as the duke of Bourbon, had conceived ~^ 
friendfliip for the count de Foix. 

* ' There was another cuftom at the tables of the king and 
great barons, which was not ufual at the entertainments of 
private perfons. Befide the fpices which compoied the defert, 
and were intended for the gueils in common^ there were otho^ 
more rare fpices^ that were ferved in a box divided ipto com* 
partments, which was of gold, filver^ or filver gilt, and called 
a ' drageoir' (oom6t box.) It was commonly a fqiiire or 
fome perfon of di{iin6tion who bad the honour to prefeni it to 
bis lord alone, unlefs he wifbed to have particular refpeA paid 
to any of his gueils, to whom he fen t it.' Froiffart is then 
quoted as in the text, by M. le Grand d'Aufly^ to whom | 
refer for further particulars refpe61ing this and other ancient 
cuAoms^ in his * Vie pny6 des Fran9ois.' 

The 



57 

le count de Foix one day entertained at d 
ner the duke of Touraine, the dake of Bourbon, 
the count tie la Marche, and the other Frencli?^l 
lords. The dinner was beyond meal'ure grand anrf I 
plentiful, with numerous diflies and devices. Up*l 
wards of two hundred knights were feated at table/ 1 
ferved by ihofe of the count de Foix ; and, juft* 
as the tables were on the point of removal, the 
king of France, who had dined nt the cadie, made 
his appearance, attended by the lord Charlcid'Al- 
bret and the lord Philip de Bar, his couljn-ger- 
mans. He could not refill the pleafure of feeing 
this company, and had come to the lodgings of 
the count attended by only eleven others. 

The count de Foix and the whole company 
were highly pleafed at this condefcenfion of the 
king in coming to vifit him. Various were the 
diverfions on this occafion; and the Gafcons iind 
French tried their Ikill and ftrength in wreftling, 
throwing the bar or javelin for the fertheft or 
higheft ; and it was aight before the king and the 
company feparated. The count prefented that 
day to the duke oi Toumine, the duke of Bour- 
bon, and to the knights and fquires attached to 
the king, more than fixty courfers, palfreys and 
ambling mules, all fuddled and caparifoned be- 
coming their different ranks. He gave alfo ro 
the minftrels of the king, the duke of Touraine 
and the duke of Bourbon, two hundred golden 
crowns, and to the heralds the like fum. All, 
therefore, were loud in the praife of his generofity. 
On the fourth day after this entertainment, the 
count 
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count de Foix, well attended by the barons and 
knights of Beam and Foix, waited on the king, at 
the caftle, . to perform) what had been required of 
him ; that is to fay, his homage for the county of 
Foix and its dependancies, referving to himfelf^ 
as free land. Beam. There had been, before this, 
many treaties negotiated between the king and 
count de Foix, through the king's minifters, the 
lord de la Riviere, fir John le Mercier and the 
bifhop of Noyon, who had lately arrived from 
Avignon ; but thefe treaties were kept very fecret. 
It was faid, that the count de Foix required of 
the king that his fon Evan de Foix fhould, after 
his deceafe, inherit that country, in confideration 
of which the king fhould receive, on the day of 
the count's death, one hundred thoufand francs; 
that his otlier fon, fir Gracien, fhould hold the 
lands of Aire in Bearn^ with the good towns of 
Aire and Mont-marfen; and that all the lands 
the count then held in Beam, fhould revert to his 
heir, the vifcount de Chateaubon. This diflri- 
bution had caufed a difference between the count, 
his barons and knights ; feveral of whom faid, 
that this could not be legally done without the 
public confent of the vaifals of Beam and Fbix. 
As an intermediate flep, homage was made of the 
county of Foix to the king of France, whoj by 
the advice of his council, faid to the count and 
barons of Foix, — ' I now hold in my hancj the 
homage for my county of Foix ; ?nd if the fuc» 
ceffion fhould happen to be vacated, by the death 
of our coufin, the count de Foix, in our lifetime, 
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we will come to . fuch* refolutions concerning it, 
through the advice of our council, that Evan de 
Foix, and all the yaffals of that county, (hall be 
perfectly fatisfied therewith*.' 

This fpeech was fufficient for the count and 
Ws barons then prefent. . When tlie regulations 
had been properly written out and fealed, the count 
de Foix took leave of the ktag, bis brother, uncle, 
and the French lords ; but that day he dined with 
the king, and in the evening returned to his 
lodgings. On the morrow, aftei- drinking -a cup^ 
he departed from Tobloufe, leaving his purveyors 
behind to pay his cxpenfes, and, having croffed^ 
the Garonne, at the bridge of Touloufe, returned 
to his own country, by way of Mbnt-marfen, and 
arrived at Orth^s, where he difmiffed aH who had 
accompanied him, retaining only thofe neceffary for 
his'fervice. It was told me, and I believe it, that 
this vifit of the king of France to Languedoc and 
Touloufe, cod the count de Foix more than foity 
thoufand fratics : great, however, as this fum' was,' 
the count was fo courteous ' and liberal, that he 

veify cheerfully paid it. 
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* Thefe precautions- w«re vain. Mattbiea de.Foix, iaide- 
Icf^ndant of Roger Bernard^ vifcovnt de Cad^l-bbn, lord of 
l^oncade> and youngeft {fon pf Gafton L 4:ountde Fois^^ haying 
1)15 pretenlions fupported by tjhe nobility, feized the govern.- 
ment^ and bad his right acknowledged by the^ coilrt of JPraiiteV 
Aroiigh fom^ arrangetiients be madd 'With lU^^VittaPet, toine^v»«^ 
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CHAP. VIIL 

THE KIKO OF FRANCE AND HIS BROTHER, THE 
DUKE OP T^URAINEy WAGER WHICH SHALT. 
AKRIVE THE SOONEST AT PARIS, FROM MOKT- 
FELLIERy EACH ATTENDED BY ONLY ON£> 
KNIGHT. 

T BELIEVE that the king of France, during his 
refidence at Touloufe, attended much to the 
ibte of that part of bis realm. He removed 
fen^fchals and other officers, and made fuch re- 
Ibnns that he was popular with all ranks of people. 
One day, in the prefence of his brother, his uncle, 
the duke of Bourbon, and numbers of lords of 
France knd Gafcony, that it might be had in .pqr-> 
petual remembrance, he gave permiffion to hi& 
coufi]a*german, the lord Charles d'Albret, to quar- 
ter the fieurs de \k of France, alternately with his 
own ; for the arms olF . Albret were fimply gulesi 
without any diflindion, but at prefent they ar^e. 
quartered with thofe of France. 

The lord d*Albret confidered this as ^ mod dif- 
tinguiflied gift ; and the day the king had thus en- 
riched the arms of Albret, the lord Charles gave a 
dinner that coft him one thoufand francs ; and pre* 
fented the heralds and minftrels who had attended 
it with two hundred francs, which circumftance 
caufed them to proclaim his liberality. 

Shortly afterward, it was announced that the 

king 
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king would leave Touloufe, on his return to 
and his attendants made preparations accordingly. 
As foon as it was known, the archbifhop and 
Sntfchal of Touloufe, with the citizens and ladies, 
came to take their leave of the king, who re- 
ceived them all very kindly. He fet out from 
Touloufe after breakfaft, and lay the firft night 
at Ckateau-neuf d' Aulroy, and then continued his 
journey to Montpellier, where he was joyfully re- 
ceived. He there remained for three days to 
amufe bimfelf ; for the town and the ladies af- 
forded him much pleafure. He was, however, 
vay impatient to return to Paris, to fee his queen« 
One day, while at Montpellier, he laid, jokingly, 
to die duke of Touraine, — * Fair brother, I wife 
we were at Paris, and our attendants where they 
Qow ar^ ; for I have as great a defire to fee the 
<iaeeQ, as I suppofe you mud have to fee my 
fifler-in-law/ ^ My lord,' replied the duke, ^ we 
jhail never get there by wilhing it : the diftance 
is too great.' ^ That is true,* anfwered the king ; 
' but I think, if I pleafed, I could very foon be 
there.' ^ Then it muft be by dint of hard riding,' 
iaid the duke of Touraine, ^ and not otherwife, 
and I alfo can do that ; but it would be through 
means of my horfe/ ^ Come,' faid the king, 
* irfio will be there firft ? you or I : let us wag^ 
on this/ ^ With all my heart,' anfwered the duke, 
who would at all times exert himfelf to get money. 
A wager was, in confequence, made between them, 
for five hundred francs, who (hould the firft arrive 

at 



at Paris, fetring out, on the morrow, at the fame 
hour, taking with them only one^fervant, or. one 
knight, as they pleafed. No one attempted to pre«* 
vent the race from taking place, and they fet out 
as they had fettled it : the lord de Garencieres ac- 
companied the king, and the lord de Viefdlle the 
duke of Touraine. Thus thefe four, who were 
young and aQive, rode on night and day, fre- 
quently changing horfes, or had themfelves con- 
veyed in carts, when they wiflied to take aily 
repbfe. 

The duke of Bourbon returned by Puy in Au« 
vergne to his own country, and, on his road, 
vifited his fisither-in-law, the dauphin of Auverpie; 
the dauphinefs, and their children, who were eight 
in number, brothers and fiflers, to the duchefs of 
Bourbon by a fecond marriage. 

The king of France and his brother continued' 
their journey with much exertion, to gain the 
wager. Confider what pains thefe two young 
princes muft have taken, for all their eflablifhments 
were left behind. The king took four days and a 
half to perform the journey to Paris, and the duke' 
of Touraine only four days and one third*, fo 
ne^ were they to each other ; but the duke won 
the wager, by the king fleeping eight hours at' 
Troyes in Champagne. The <iuke embarked on 
the Seine, and went as far as Melun by water : 



* The diflance from Montpellier to Paris is 19 1 leagues*—' 
Gazetteer* 
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there he remounted and rode on to Paris, ftraight 
to the hotel de Saint Pol, where the queen and 
the duchefs redded, and enquired after the king 
(for he was ignorant whether he was arrived 
or not)^ and was rejoiced to learn that he was 
not come. He faid to the queen, ^ Madam, 
you will very fhortly hear of him.' This was 
true ; for not long after the duke's arrival, the 
king made his appearance, and the duke ran to 
him and faid, * My lord, I have won the wager : 
order me to be paid.' * That is but juft,' re- 
plied the king, ^ and it ihall be done.' They 
then related to the ladies their adventures on 
the road, and how they had come in four. days 
and a half from Mcmtpellier, which was dif- 
tant from Paris one hundred and fifty leagues* 
The ladies turned the whole into a joke, and 
laughed at it; but they were fcnfible how greatly 
they muft have been fatigued, and nothing but 
their youth and courage could have borne them 
through it. You muft know, the duke\ of Tou- 
raine infifted on the wager being paid in ready 
money. , ; 
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CHAR IX- 

THE DEATH OP PO!>E URBAN AT HOME^ CALLED 
THE ANTI-POT>E. — VOVK CLEMERT WRITES TO 
THE KING OF FKANCE, HIS UNCLES, AND^TIIE 

UNIVERSITY Op IRAKIS OS THE OCCASION. 

tHE ELECTION 6^ POPE BONIFACE BY THE 
ROMAN CARDINALS. 

A BOUT this period^ pope Urbto VI. died at 
"^^ Rotne, to the forrow of the Romans, who 
loved him much. He was buried, with great fo^ 
lemnity^ in the church of Saint Peter ; and, when 
this ceremony was ended^ the cardinals forihed a 
conclave to ele£t another pope, and haftened the 
matter that it might be done before any intelli- 
gence of the death of Urban could be carried to 
Avignon. 

Pope Clement and his cardinals did not hear of 
the deceafe of Urban until the tenth day after it 
had happened. They immediately aHembled at 
the paJace, where many propofals were difcufled ; 
and they had ftrong hope that the fchifm of the 
church would be concluded, and an union formed 
of the two parties ; for this error had lafted too 
long. They imagined that the cardinals at Kome 
woul d not be in any hurry to form a conclave, but 
woul d agree to acknowledge the* pope of Avignon, 
and were indulging in thefe flattering hopes, when 
other: accounts forced them to think differently. 

They 
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They ilgniBed to the king of France the death of 
Urban, w hom they called the anti-pope, and en- 
treated him to fupport the pretenfions of Clement, 
by writing in his favour to his coufms the emperor 
of Germany, the king of Hungary, the count de 
Vertus, and to the duke of Auftria, who had ac- 
knowledged the l.ite pope Urban, and to requeft 
they would agree to reftore peace to the church ; 
for that there ought not to be any variation in the 
faiih, and, as there is but one God in Heaven, 
there cannot, nor ought there to be, more than 
one vicegerent on earth. 

When this information arrived at Paris, the ■ 
duke of Burgundy, to whom the pope and cardi- 
nals had likewife written to the fame purport, was 
with his nephe\r. The king appeared very much 
pleafcd on hearing it, and faid to the duke, — 
* Good uncle, we had a great defire to march a 
large army to Rome, and deftroy thefe unbelievers j 
but this h checked by the death of the anti-pope, 
for pope Clement and his cardinals have afTured 
us that Urban is dead. They fuppofe that there . 
will not be any conclave held at Rome to eleft 
another, but that the cardinals will fubmit theni- 
felves to the obedience of pope Clement. He has 
likewife requefted, that we would write to our 
coufins the emperor of Germany, his brother the 
king of Hungary, to the count de Vertus and 
to the duke of Auftria, to fecure their favour in 
his fupport. What would you advife us t4 
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* My lord/ replied the duke of Burguijdy, * it 
is yery true that Urban is dead j but WkncJW^no*. 
(hxng of the ftate of the cardinals at Rotnej kdr of 
the Romans ; nor whether thefe cardinals mean to 
perfift in their opinion. It will be>difficttk for 
them to change, as the Romans are their mafters, 
and as they formerly forced them to eleft the arch* 
|)i(hop of Bari pope, whom they obeyed as long 
as he lived : they may again force them to eleS 
another according to their pleafure. You have 
therefore no occafion to be in any hade refpe£ting 
this matter, nor to write to thofe who vnll not do 
much for you in the bufinefs, as they have already 
ihewn. Remain quiet, therefore, until you fliall 
)iear further on the fubje£t ; for it may happen that- 
the cardinals at Rome may be of one mind, and, 
though differing with each other, may difleraU^ 
M'ith the Romans, and acknowledge no other pope 
but Clement; and, in order to keq> the Romani 
in good humour, promife them that Clement {ball 
fix his refidence at Rome, which he will very 
readily confent to, if the matter could be brought to 
depend on that* Should this appear probable, it 
will then be time for you to write to thofe ChrilHan 
kings and lords who hold contrary opinions in re- 
ligion to you, to entreat they w ould unite to put an 
end to the fchifm, and to promote the re-eflablifli- 
mcnt of union in the church. This is what yon 
ought to do ; for we are not as yet aflured whal 
turn the bufinefs may take, and it will not be long 
before we have further intelligence.' 

When 



s "When the duke had ended this fpeech to the 
King and council, no one made any reply ; for they 
thought the duke's reafoning unanfwerable. The 
king feemed convinced by it, and faid ; ' Good 
uncle, we believe your reafons, [for you fee farther 
into church affairs than we do ; and we will not 
take any fteps in the matter without your advice 
and approbation.' The bufinefs was here ended, 
and other matters difcuffed. 

The intelligence of the death of Urban caufed 
great difputes among the ftudents at the univerlity. 
They ceafed following their ufual fludies, and were 
employed in difputing how the cardinals would 
a£t; whether they would eleft a pope in the room 
of Urban, or acknowledge the pope of Avignon. 
They made it the fubjeft of argument, and it was 
carried on with much heat and animofity. They 
knew that Clement had written to the king, to the 
duke of Touraine, to the duke of Burgundy, and 
to the miniliers, on the ftate of his affairs ; and he 
had alfo written, in general terms, to the univer- 
fity, that that body might do as much as was pof- 
fible, and with all diligence, for his affiftance. The 
ftudents propofed fevcral fubjefts of argument, 
which were warmly difcuffed among themfelves. 
Thofe interelled for Clement faid, — * It is time for 
the king and our lords in France to write to the 
chiefs in Chriftendom, fuch as the emperor of Ger- 
many, the king of Hungary, the lord of Milan, the 
duke of Auftria, and all who hold contrary opinions 
refpeding the pope, and prefs them to return to the 
true faithi for it would do them infinite honour.' 
V 3 Thre 
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Three dines, in three feveral days^ the prki- 
cipal ftudents 6( the unlverlity aflembled, and 
went in a body to the hotel de St Pbl^ to entreat 
the king and his council to put an end to the 
fchifm^ and to comply with the folicitation of the 
pope, who had written to them in fuch humble 
terms. They, however, were not admitted, nor 
had any anfwer given to them, which made them 
very difcontented : however, the following news, 
which arrived a few days after, appeafed them. 

The Roman cardinals had alTembled in con* 
clave, and ele£led the cardinal of Naples, a pru- 
dent and courageous clerk, to the papacy, who 
took the name of Boniface *• The king of France 
and his lords, on hearing this, were very melan- 
choly, and thought the fchifm in the church 
likely to continue for a long time. ^ Now fise,' 
faid the duke of Burgundy to the king, ^ of how 
little avail your letters would have been, which 

they were urging you to write : it has happened 
juft as I forefaw/ ^ My good uncle,' replied the 
king, ^ you have indeed judged truly/ 

Pardons were offered in abundance by Bom&ce, 
and notified to all the clergy in the different king* 
doms under his obedience. Thofe who wifbed to 
gain them fet out on their journey to Rome ; but 
when they approached near Ancona and Romagna, 
they ran great riiks; for fu- Bernard de la Salle^ 
who guarded this frontier, and made war on the 
* * ■ ■ 111 I ■ I , , , 

^ Pietro> or Ferrin de Toroacelli^ cardinal of Naples, pqp^ 
Boniface IX* 

Romans 
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Romans in the name of Clement, had thefepU-^^J 
grims watched on all the roads, and did theia * 
much evil, feveral of whom were ilain or Ipft. We | 
will for the prefent leave fpeaking of thefe popej,' 
ttud introduce oiher events. 



THE SURRENDER OF THE STRONG CASTLE OF" ' 
VENTADOUR IN LIMOUSIN, THAT HAD BEEN" i 
THE CHIEF RESIDENCE OF GEOKFftT TETI* 
KOIR. 

V7"0U have before heard how GeofFry Tete-noit 
was mafter of the caftle of Ventadour, which 
he had held agaloft all the force fent againil him 
aa long as he lived; that he had laid the country 
under contributions upwards of thirty league^ 
round ; and that when he died, he had on his 
death-bed named his two nephewe, Alleyne and 
peter Rous, to fucceed him in the command, to 
whom all the leaders of that gariifon had in his 
prefencc fworn obedience and fidelity. 

After the deceafe of GeofFry T^te-noir, thefc 
two brothers governed fuccefsfuUy for fome time, 
keeping the whole country under fubjedion. This 
caftle belonged to the duke of Berry by purchafe 
from the count de Montpenfier, and his fon, John 
of Berry, bore its title ; but, though the garrifon 
F 3 gave 
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gave hith much vexation, he could not then 
amend it. He had befieged it feveral times with 
Uock-houfes, and prefled it as much as he cbuld, 
but in vain : the garrifon held his attempts cheap, 
and fallied out, whenever they pleafed, to overrun 
the country. The two brothers would not pay 
any attention to the truce that had been agreed to 
between France aiid'England, faying they were not 
bound to abide by it, but would make war when 
and where they pleafed. The two countries of 
Auvergne and Limoufin fufifered greatly; and to 
remedy it, a gallant knight of Auvergne, iir WU« 
liam le Bouteiller, with fir John Bonne-lance, fir 
Lewis d'Ambiere, and other knights and fquires 
from Limoufin and Auvergne, ere£led block'-houfes 
before Ventadour, and had there remained the 
whole of the feafon, at the charge of the coiiAtryu ' 
It was about this time, as I was told, that tfie 

■ i 

governors laid a plot to entrap fir William' le 
bouteiller, and fir John Bonne-lance, who had 
done them much mifchief. They determined to 
have it told thefe two knights in a iecretiway,* 
that they were defirous of furrendering the ibrt fbfc 
a certain fum of florins; for they' were tired d€ 
remaining there longer, and wifhed to return to 
their own country or elfewhefe. They imagined 
the knights would readily comply, for the di^. of 
Berry was eager to gain it on any terms; and they 
refolved not to aik a larger fum than what might 
be inftantly procured. One brother afked the 
other, * What fum Ihall we fix on?' « Ten thou-, 
fand francs, for that will be enoygh, as we ihail 

have 
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'ebefide the bodies of the two knights by an 
^ufh we will place in one of the towers.' 
Confider how fooiilli thefe two Bretons muft 
,ve been to imagine they could deceive two fuch 
%nights and keep their money. If evil befel 
them, they are unworthy of regret or pity. Fol- 
lowing their plan, they fent one of their varlets 
out of the caftle, faying, — * Go as far as the 
French block-houfes : allow thyfelf to be taken, 
but demand to be carried to fir William le Bou- 
teiiler or fir John Bonne-lance, which of them 
thou pleafeft, give them thefe letters, and require 
an anfwer, as their contents are of confequence to 
them and to us.' The fervant, who thought no- 
■diing evil, faid he would obey their commands, 
and advanced to the neareft block-houfe of the 
ffrench. On perceiving him, thofe within came 
out to meet him and demanded his bufmefs : he 
-feid, he wanted to fpeak with fir William le Bou- 
teiiler or fir John Bonne-lance. He was con- 
dufled to _them, for the two knights happened to 
be then together. When in their prefence, he 
bowed and took them afide to deliver his letters, 
faying that fir Alle^'ne and fir Peter Roux had fent 
him to them. They were much furprifed on 
hearing this, and that the governors of Ventadour 
fliould write to them. They took the letters, and 
•read them j but their contents were merely to fay, 
.that Alleyne and Petpr Roux would willingly have 
patley with them on fomething to their advan- 
ge. When ihey had perufed the letters, they 
't;re more aftontfned than before, and fufpeded 
-F 4 fome 
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U>m^ treachery. They, however, confulted tog6 
ther on what ooiikl be wanted with them, and re- 
turned a verbal meflage, that if the goverxibrs 
wiihed to meet them without the caiUe, they would 
promilis them, and thofe who fhould accoq[ipjmy 
them, perfed fecurity for their perfon^ i^tii thtiy 
tad re-entered the place. 

. Such was the anfwer the varlet brought hick to 
1)18 mailers. Sir Peter faid to fir AUeyne, ' < May 
we con^de in fycb promifesf' ^ Oh yes/ replied 
lUfi brother s ^ for cbnfider their word ia givea, and 
th^ are loyal knights incapable of brealux^- it. 
W^ will inforin tb^m of our intended, (mtieodery 
vrhi^ they will eagerly accept.' 

QpL the morrow, about e^ht o'clock^ they Mv 
^^ed the wicket adjoining the gate to be Opeaed^ 
and the bridge to be low^ed down, aad they kttt 
^|i the chains until fir William le BouteiUo- and fir 
Jobli 9onne-lanc9 arrived, who difmounted be- 
£are tht^ bridge, and ordered their atteqdants 
^ retire. When the two ^<toii governors, on 
the bsidgei &w them, they aiOied^ ^May w0 
comfs and coi|verfe wi(b ypu in fafety^ *. Yes,' 
replied the kmghts} ^ but is there no treachery on 
your fide?' ^ Oh no,' anfwered the Bretons; ^ it 
h now truce be$wc;en us.' ^ Well then, come with 
all fecurity, and tell us what you have to fay*' 
^eter and Alleyne Rous then palTed the bridge, and 
weQt to the place where they were waiting for cbem. 

The two knights faid, * What is the fubje^l of 
the treaty or parley you wUh to have widi us? 
Are you inclined to furrender Vcntadour?' ' Yes', 

fai4 
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faid they, < but on conditions. We only aik tea ' 

rhoufand francs for the (tores ; for we are tired of \ 

carrying on the war longer, and wifli to retire lo J 

Brittany or to whatever other country we may J 

chufe.' The two knights were rejoiced at this j 

propofaJ, and replied, — ' You offer terms wc fhall I 

not refufe ; but at this moment we have not fuch .1 

a fum. We will, however, inftantly fet about . 1 

providing it,' 'Weil,' anfwered the governors, -1 

* when you have got it, let us IvUow, and we wiU 1 

keep to our offer: but let the matter be moft fecret^ ^1 

for if the garrifon ihould hear of it, they woulft j 
inftantly murder us, and you would be difappoint- j 

ed in your expe^ations of gaining the place.' Sir -J 

WiUiam le Bouteilier repUed, ' Never fear us; we I 

will manage the bufinefs in fuch a manner that J 

you fliall not incur any danger.' On this, ihey . j 

feparated: the brothers re-entered Ventadour, [anfl 3 

the knights returned to their quarters. J 

Sir William le Bouteilier and fir John Bonn*. 3 

Jance believing this tranfgttion was honourable, no J 

way fufpeding the Bretons meant to deceive them 1 
and gain pofTelTion of their perfons as well as mo» I 

pey, inftantly wrote as fair-languaged letters as yl 

ihey could to the duke of Berry, who at that J 

time was at Riom in Auvergne. They defired J 

one of their gentlemen, who had been well edn- fl 

cated, called Guyonnel de Saint-Vydel, to carry J 

the letter, and, having informed him of the fa£l, J 
delired he would forget nothing, in his converfa- 
tion with the duke of Berry, that might induce 
Jiim to agree to the terms of furrender; for they 
^^^_ thought 
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bought he would be well pleafed, as he had been 
for a long time very anxious to get pofleflion of 
Ventadour. The fquire having received the leti 
ter, and his inft ructions , what to fay and how to 
2Sty left the block-houfe, and, traverfin^ Limoufid 
and Auvergne, rode on until he came to Riom^ 
-Inhere I believe he found the duke of Berry. 
' On entering his prefence, he knelt and gave the 
*4uke the letters, recommending to him the two 
Icmghts, as he knew well how to do. The duke 
took the letter and re^d it : when he had a ^ort 
time confidered its contents, he was fo well pleafed, 
that he ordered his attendants to take particular 
care of the fquire, which was done. The duke 
called to him fuch of his council and treafurers sis 
■■were with him, and ■ faid, — ^ Here is great news« 
Our knights^ who are blockading Ventadour, write 
^s word they have opened a treaty \rith Alleyne 
and Peter Roux, who are ^^illing to furrender that 
place for ten thoufand francs. That is no large 
fum: it has cofl Limoulin and Auvergne, yearly, 
iixty thoufand fraiics, as compofition-money, to be 
vnmolefted by the garrifon. We wifh to accept 
their offer, and as fpeedily as may be, left they 
fiiould repent of having made it. Now, trea- 
furers, find me inftantly ten thoufand francs. We 
will make a loan of them, as is but juft ; and 
when we are in pofleflion of thi? cjiftle, will levy 
a tax on all the lands which have paid contribution, 
that will doubly repay us.* 

* My lord,* replied the treafurers, • we are prq- 
pared: only give us five or fix days to collect' it;* 

* You 
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' *. ^'ou fhall have them,' faid the duke. Thus was 
tli3 matter fetiled. The treafurers produced the 
ifiiin in golden crowns, and in francs of France, 
*hich were packed up in four fmall boxes. 

1 he fame day on which thofe who were to carry 
the money to the two knights were on their depar- 
ture, every thing being ready for their fetting out, 
the dauphin of Auvergne and the lord Reneil ar- 
rived at Uiom, on bufmefs with the duke of Berry, 
fuch as was common between great lords. They 
were made welcome by the duke, who was fo 
pleafed at the thought of gaining Ventadour fo 
<;heaply, that he could not refrain from making 
them acquainted with it, and Ihewing them the 
letters from fir William le Boutciller and fir Joha 
Bonne-lance. When they had perufed them, they 
were lilent, and the duke noticing it, faid, — ' What 
are you confidcrlng? Have you any fufpicions of 
deceit ? Tell me, before the money be fent off.' 
* My lord,' replied the dauphin, ' you know for 
how long a time the count d'Armagnac and mj> 
felf have been employed by the countries of li- 
moufin, Cahorfin, Rouergue and Auvergne, to 
gain poifeflion, by force or otherwife, of all the 
enemy's forts in thefe fenefchallhips. We have 
entered into feveral treaties with many of them, 
but we never could any way make the leall im- 
preffion on the garrifon of \'entadour, to induce 
them to furrender ; and fcarcely would they deig^ 
to return us an anfwer when we fent to them. If, 
therefore, they have agreed to the treaty you have 
Jhewn us, it cannot be from waut of provifion ; for, 
Ihould 
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ftcmid no purveyances enter the fort for eight 
years, I know they have enough ; and it is this 
which aftoniihes us, and makes us fufpeft treachery; 
for filch men at arms, when fhut up in fortreflibs, 
have a lively imagination, and, when it turns to 
urickednefi, they know too well how to fucceed : 
therefore, my lord, be cautious how you a€L' 

* In God's name,' anfwered the duke of Berry, 
^ you 1do not tell us any thing extraordinary, but 
have well fpokm, when you thus advjfe us; a6d 
I will take more precautions than I at firft in« 
tended.' 

He then called to him a knight, whofe name 
was fir Peter ^fefpin, and faid,— *You will go 
with the ranfom-money for Ventadour to the 
Uode-houfes before that place, and tell fir Wil* 
fiam le Boutdller and fir John Bonne-lance, from 
us, to be very cautious how they aft, refpeding 
thdr treaty, and not to put too much confidence 
in thefe Bretons of Ventadour; for that we have 
liad fiich intelligence concerning them, of which 
they are ignorant, they muft be very prudent and 
cUcrving* 

The knight undertook the journey, and, bdng 
feon ready, dq>arted with die money from Riom, 
and rode on until he arrived at the block- houfes, 
where he was kindly received by his companions. 
The money was unpacked, and placed in fecnrity. 
Sir Peter Mefpin, rftcr fome general converfittion, 
told lus meflage as follows : ^ My lord of Berry 
orders me to inform you, fir William and fir John, 
that you mufl aS with the greateft precaution in 

this 
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bis treaty with the governors of Ventadour, that 
"you may not lofe your own perfons and the money 
he fends you by me, for ihat he has had accounts 
given him of the characters of thefe people that 
Uifpleafe him much, which is the reafon he is anxi- 
ous for you to aft with prudence to be a match for 
them, as he fufpects this offer is only made to be- 
tray you. The countries of Auvergne and Li- 
mourm would many times have given fixty thou- 
fand francs for the evacuation of Ventadour, which 
the governors well knew, and now they offer it to 
you for tea thoufand ; it is this which makes my 
lord fufpeft treachery.' 

The two knights were for a moment penfivc, 
and then faid, — ' Two heads are better than one. 
Tou have well fpoken, and we thank you for the 
advice you have given. You will remain here to 
affill us, which will be but right, for within two 
days we fhall know how the matter will turn out.' 
Sir Peter Mefpin replied, he would cheerfully flay 
with them. 

Shortly after this the two knights fent one of 
their fervants to the caftle, for there was now a 
truce between them, to let the governors know the 
ten thoufand francs were come, and that they were, 
ready to complete the bargain. They replied, they 
would keep to their agreement, that they might 
come when they pleafed, or inform them when 
they were to bring the money. 

Alleyne and Peter Roux, who had no good in- 
clinations, as was proved againft them, had already 
made their preparations for the capture of the two 
■W,' knights. 
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Knights. They had thus pisuuied in At the eo^ 
trance of the taftle df Ventadour, and withinfide, 
is a large tower, that commands tjbe gate; and^^ 
without having firft gained this tower^ the caftle 
cannot be won. It was for this reafon it was always 
kept well ftored with artillery, provifion and men» 
that in cafe the caftle fliould be furprifed, the gar* 
xiibn might retire thither in fafety. 

The two Bretons, whdfe heads were full of ma* 
lice, pofted in this tower thirty, detennined men^ 
armed at all points ; who, when the French ihould 
think themfelves in fecure pofleiiion of the csdtle^ 
towards late in the evening, were to fally forth and 
flay all without mercy. Every thing being now 
ready, they fent to (ir William le Bouteiller and fir. 
John Bonne-lance that they might1)ring the money 
in all fecurity to the caftle, the gates of which would 
be thrown open to them. 

The French knights were all alive at this me£* 
iage, and faid to the fervant who had brought it, 
^ Return to thy mafters, and tell them from us, 
that we will be with them to-morrow morning/* 

When the fervant was gone, the two kmghts af^ 
fembled a larger council than ever they had before 
done, on account of the orders fir Peter Mefpin 
had brought from the duke of Berry. 

It was refolved in this council to place an ambuf** 
cade near the caftle, and that the two knights ihouI4 
go thither accompanied by thirty men armed fe- 
cretly like themfelves. On their entrance into 
Vex\tad6ur, they were cautioufly to examine every 
pan of it ; if they ihould pescdvc any thing that 

could 
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could induce theih to fufpcd treachery, they wer8 
to found a horn and feiae the draw-bridge. Oh 
hearing this horn^ the ambufcade was to advance 
full gallop, difmount at the bridge^ and gain the 
caflle. 

In the manner in which they had planned it the 
projeQ: was executed ; anU on the morrow morning, 
all being prepared, they rode forward, and placed 
a large ambufli of fix fcore lances, and then, mth 
thirty companions, fecretly armed, went to Venta- 
dour, carrying fir Peter Mefpin to aflSift them with 
his advice. 

They did not forget the' ranfom-money, which 
was neatly packed \vp in three bafkets, on the backs 
of two ftrbng hbrfes. They )found AUeyne and 
Peter Roux at the barriers, which were throwa 
quite back on their approach : having pafTed them 
and entered the gate, the brothers would have 
clofed the barriers again ; but the French knights 
faid, — ^ Let them remain : is it a fair bargain or 
not ? You know you have engaged ifo furrender the 
caltle for ten thoufand francs in hard money : they 
are ready, and on the two fumpter horfes you fee. 
If you zGt loyally to us, we will do the fame to 
you.' 

They knew not what anfwer to make to this 
fpeech ; but to prevent them having any fufpi- 
cions, they faid, * You fay well ; and we are wUl- 
ing to ad as fsitly as yourfelves.' 

The French party pafled on, and the barriers re« 
mained open. Had they been clofed, the ambuf- 
cade w<jlild nevex^ have been able to anjve in time 

to 
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to c«untera£l the trick the Bretons intended player 
ing them^ and their fcheme would have fucceeded* 
^U having entered the gate, Alleyne and Peter 
Rouic went to Ihut it ; but the Freiich faid to Al- 
leyne, — * Let it be open : we wifli it, for we arc 
rqady to pay you down the money as agreed upon 
between us*' * Be^ it fo/ replied the Bretons : 

• let us fee the cafh/ * That you fliall,' faid the 
iPrench, and inftantly fpread on the ground a fheet,, 
on which they emptied the florins. While the 
two Bretons were examining the money, which 
made a liandfome heap, the knights were doing th$ 
fame to the caftle j and, in confequence, fir Peter 
Meipin faid to fir William le Bouteiller, * Have 
that tower opened before you count the money, 
for there may perchance be in it an ambufh to 
furprife us, aud we may lofe our lives as well as 
our monj?y.* 

On this, fir William faid to Alleyne Roi^x^ 

• Let that tpwer be opened, for we will have that 
done before we proceed any farther/ Alleyne re- 
pHd, * that he would do no fuch thing, for the 
keys were loft.* The moment he. had uttered this, 
the knights were more fufpicious than before, and 
faid ; * Alleyne, it is impoffible that the keys of 
the principal tower fliould be loft. Open it by 
fair means, or we will have it forced ; for yofl have 
promifed to furrender to us the caftle, as it is, with- 
out fraud or treachery, for the fum of ten thou- 
fand francs, which you now fee lying before you.* 
AUeyne anfwercd, — ^ I will neither open it myfelf, 
nor fuffer it to be done, until I fhall have received 

and 



and placed in fecurity the whole money : when 
that is done, I wili feek for the keys.* Thfi 
knights replied, — * We will not wait fo long; an4 
we tell you plainly, that we expeft no favour from 1 
your laft fpeeches, which clearly indicate that yofc 
mean to deceive us. We therefore arreft you, Petei 
and AUeyne Roux, in the names of the king, our ■ 
lord, and the duke of Berry, The tower fiiaU be 
opened by force, though the doors of it be broken) 
and every part of it, as well as of the caftle, fiiall 
be minutely fearched, to fee if you have not placed 
an ambufli to furprife us, and regain the caftlet 
Should any fuch be found, you are loft, pad , 
redemption, as in juftice due to treafon ; but if, ' 
on the contrary, the caftle be in the fituation it 
ought loyally to be, from an honourable bargaii^ i 
we will punftually keep every article of our treaty, 
and you (hall be fafely conduced whitherfoever 
you may pleafe ; even as far as the gates of Avig^ 
non, fliQuId you defire it.* 

The two brothers were thunderftruck, and half j 
dead, on being thus arrefted ; and, hearing this ' 
declaration of the knights, their courage failed 
them, and they repented having gone fo far, for 
they found their intentions mud now be difcovered. 
The French knights faw plainly they were guiltjit i 
of what they had fufpefled, and that the czHltl < 
was not meant to be furrendered. They made ti 
fign for him who bore the horn to found for their 
ambufcade to advance : which having done, thofe 
in ambufii ftuck fpurs to their horfes, faying, 
• Let us haden to Ventadour, for we are wanted : 
wV«i.. X. G our 
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our people haTenot fiHind things as tfaej ezpofted^ 
and have been decehred by AUeyne and Beter 
Roux.* 

They were foon at the caftle, for it was not far 
diftant) and the barriers and gate beii^ opcB9 
though well guarded by the French, for the Br^oos 
were no longer matters, they Altered the place, 
and found their captains in the court talking to the 
garriibn. The goremors were more aftonilhed 
than before, on feeing themfehres thus furrounded 
by their enemies j for they knew they had aded 
di(honourablv« 

ThcJe within the great tower were ignorant ci 
what was gdng forward ; for the openings in the 
walls wcm too high for thcsi to fee what pafled. 
Some 6id, * We hear in the court a great noife : 
cur people may perhaps be tricked, for the French 
are a cunning race. We thought to deoeiTey but 
w€ mar be deceired, and Aitevne, as well as our* 
felves, may be entrapped and taken ; for we cannot 
get out wichouc kb penni£on.* They would 
willingly hare been any where elfe; for ilieir 
govteamors hai brought them into a mHanrhply 
&uaikwL 

Sir WilEim le Bo^iteilter and £r loba Boone- 
bnce, finhfin^ themtetrcs to fupei»r in fofce^ 
%ioke out moR bs>{dty rinr kanmenes, aal or- 
derai die caiu which wa$ scattered otct the Aee^ 
ro be odlI<cked and lepbc^ in the biukers IxfoR 
:£&e &:e of tbte two bi^xhers;^ m5ao> iiere :\ a i <cwn il e d 
br tbe FdcekSl TWr luii; ^ ..Setae and IVter. 
j^mc itt dK laevs dTcike tMner; fcr k eesJI tad 



fiiall be exatnined, to fee if any one be within it ;* 
but they anfweretl, in the hope of prolonging the 
lime, — ' Begin your fearch elfewhere, and come 
here at the laft." But the knights replied ; * Al- 
leyne, you trifle too much with us, for we will 
examine this tower firft ; and, if you make any 
further refiftance, we will put you to death with our 
daggers.' On hearing this, they feared they woul4 
put their threat into execution ; for all avoid death 
as long as they can, though, in good truth, it 
would have been more honourable for them had 
they been (lain, than carried away, and afterwards 
punilhed for this aft, by a difgraceful death, as you 
will fpeedily hear in this hiftory, 
K. During the difpute, FeEer Koux thought of ai^ 
Hcpedient to excufe their conduft, but this was of 
no aviiil, 3nd faid ; '• My lord William, and you 
fir John, it is indeed true that there are In this 
tower thirty armed men, whither my brother jind 
felf have with much difficulty forced them ; for 
we well knew they would not alFent to our treaty 
with you. it is for this reafon that we have con- 
fined them in that tower until you fliould be mafteri; 
of the caftle ; and we y/\\\, with your permiHions, 
leave them there, to be your pri Toners. Give us 
the money, the whole, or part of it, ^s you are 
bounden to do, and let us go away.' 

The knights were tolerably falisfied on hearing 
this ; but fir William le BouteiUer, haying con- 
fidercd a little, faid ; ' Whatever truth may be in 
■what you have told us, before we unpack the money 
fain , we muft have all the keys of the caAle 
G 2 delivered 
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delivered to us, and the different parts pointed out 
to which they lead.' Alleyne, fedng he could 
not longer delay, fent for them to the room wb^eia 
they were depofred. On their being broughf to. 
the court, the knights faid, ^ Now, expfaun to us 
what gates they unlock, and \^hither they lead.^ 
Very much againfl; then- will, they p<»ated out tho 
keys of the great tower, for their deftrudion hif 
in it. When they had pofieffion of them, they 
opened' its gates, and found the .thirty companiona 
completely armed, who had been therein hid. 

AUeyne was much caft down, when he iaw Jthe 
French knights draw themfelves up in array befoicfr 
the gate, and heard fir William le BoutdU^ ^y^-^ 
^ You are hidden mthin this tpwer, come forth 
inftantly and without fear, under pain of being al( 
put to death. We (hall make you our prifoners, 
and you need not fear any punifhment if you tell, us 
the truth.* Whea they faw and heard the Frepdi 
offer them pardon, taking them as prifpner% only, 
they flung down their ftaves and arnis, and fur? 
rendered, for defence would not have beeaof any 
avail. 

Thefe men were then feparated, and examined 
one by one in the prefence of AUeyne and Petei^ 
Roux, and acknowledged the intended treafon^ 
which they now could no longer deny. The Frendk. 
knights addreffed them, — * It is very difpleafing. 
to us, that you (hould have been guilty of fo dit 
graceful a crime. We (hall not punifli you for it : 
a^ it feems to us fo heinous, we fhali leave it tQ 
Sly lord of Berry J and, if he will fliew you 

mercy, 



lercy, we fhall not objeft. We rather hope he 
may be fo inclined, from the great pleafure the 
pofleflion of this caftle will give him, which was 
the thing in the world he was moft anxious to 
gain.' 

This fpeech gave fome hopes to the two bro- 
thers, who found themfelves fallen into a fimilar 
trap to what they had laid for others. They were 
confined in rooms well guarded, and the garrifon 
in the towers and in other parts of the caftle. It 
was then thoroughly vifited, and found full of 
floTcs and provifion ; all of which they left un- 
touched, contenting themfelves with the money and 
arms they difcovered, and which, as fair plunder, 
was divided among them j but the prifoners were 
given to the knights; 

Thus, as I have related, was the ftrong caftle 
of Ventadour regained by the French. Sir "Wil- 
liam le Bouteiiler appointed a valiant and prudent 
fquire of Limoufin, called Peter Madich, governor, 
with thirty good lances for its defence. He ran- 
fomed fuch as were deferving of it j but having 
difcovered among the prifoners feveral renegade 
Frenchmen, who had been cruel plunderers, he 
had their heads cut off, or hung them on a new 
gallows that had been erefted in front of the caftle. 
When all things had been fettled, the two knights 
relblved to ride to Riom, to wait on the duke of 
Berry, and carry Alleyne and Peter Rous with 
Lheni. 

I News was foon fpread abroad that Ventadour 

bs retaken, to the great joy of the inhabitants of 
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Auvcrgne and Limoufih; for the enemies. of the 
realm had kept poffeffion of it fifteen years, and, 
during that time, had done much mifchief to the 
country, and had greatly impoveri(hed it 

Sir William le Bouteiller had found in the caftle 
of Ventadour a young and handfome fquire from 
Brittany, called Monadich, a coufm to Gcoffry ^ 
Tete-noir, who had lately left a convent in Brittany, 
and come thither to learn the art of war, for he 
would not be a monk. The French knights 
wanted to have him beheaded, or hanged like the 
others ; but fir William took cbmpaffion on him, 
and faved his life, for which he fwore he would 
faithfully ferve him, and remain for the time to 
come a loyal Frenphman. 

They made no long flay after this, but, having 
pulled down the block-houfes, went to the. duke 
of Berry. The men at arms feparated, each ' 
going to his own home. The knights arrived at 
Riom, with the two brothers prifoners. They 
were much cafl down, and on the road entreated 
fir William and^fir John to interefl themfelves ik 
their behalf, that the duke might not be too fevere 
on them. The duke was with his duchefs at Riom, 
and mofl kindly received the two knights : he 
confidered the gain of the caflle of Ventadour as a 
very gallant exploit, for which he made them hand- 
fome and rich gifts. 

The knights afked him, what was his pleafurc 
refpefting the two prifoners. He faid, he would 
confider of it; which having done, it was thought, 
by his council, mofl advifeable to fend them to 
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the king at Paris. The fenefchal of Auvergne was 
fent for, and to him were delivered the Bretons. 
He carried them to Paris, where they were con- 
fined in the caftle of Saint Anthony •, under the 
guard of the vifcount d'Afer, who was at the 
time governor of it. They were not kept long 
in prifon, but delivered over to the provoft of 
Paris, who carried them to the Chatelet, where 
they were tried and judged guilty of death, 
as traitors and robbers. They were then given 
up to the hangman, who placed them bound itl 
a cart, and carried them through the ftreets, 
with found of trumpet, to a place called Les 
Halles, and put on the pillory, which was turned* ' 
four times round, that the populace might view * 
them. Their adions were then read aloud j after j 
which they were beheaded and quartered, and i 
their quarters fixed to the four principal gates of -i 
the town. Thus did Aileyne and Peter Rous lofe < 
their caftle of Ventadour, and forfeit their own J 
lives by a difgraceful death. 



• Probably the Biftille, which was at the gate of St. Anthony 
before the Bevolulion in 1769. 
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CHAP. XL 

THftEE FREKCP KNIGHTS HOLD A TOUHWA- 
MENT AT SAINT INGLEVERE, N^EAR CALAIS^ 
AND DEFEND THE LISTS, FOR THIRTY DAYS, 
AGAtNSt ALLCOMERS, FROM ENGLAND AND 
ELSEWHERE, 

AT this feafon, the truce between EngL^d. 
"^^ and France was punftually obferved on f^a 
and land by both parties, excepting a few pUlagers^ 
ip Auvergne, who continued 4 war ag^inft :tb^ • 
pefL^nts> op each fide the river Dordogne. Their 
princip^ l^ders, who had fprrendered OQ fgr 
pitulatipn, were not openly guilty of any brj^s^b ^ 
of the truce, but fecretly encouraged the nii£r 
chiefs that were daily committed in Auvergfie. 
Such complaintB were xpade of this to the Hi9g 
of Frai^cq^ tl^t h^ determined, with the advice of 
his coimcil, to remonftrate with the king of £ng* 
land on the condud of tbefe pillagers, who, not- 
withilanding the truce, ilill carried on a war in 
Autergne and t^e adjoining councry, which cQuU . 
not be fuflfered, neither ought it to be. I believe 
the king of England excufed himfelf, by faying 
that thofe who had committed the ads complained 
of were lawlefs people, over whom he had no 
controul. 

During the time in which thefe things were 
pafTmg, the three knights before mentioned, .who 
had undertaken to maintain the lifts againft'aU 
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comers, at Saint tnglev^re, near Calais, nmieif^ 
fir Boucicaut the younger, the lord Reginald de 
Roye and the lord de Saimpi, were making pre* 
parations to fulfil their engagement. This toumai- 
ment had been proclaimed in many countries, but 
^fpecialiy in England, v^here it had caufed much 
furprife, and excited feveral knights and fquircs, 
who were fond of -adventures and deeds of arms, 
to confer on the fubjeft. Some faid they would 
he blame worthy, if they did not crofs the fca, 
when the diftance was fo fhort to Calais, pay a 
vifit to thefe knights and tilt with them. 1 mVL 
name thofe who were moft eager in thefe conTer&- 
tions. The firft was fir John Holland, earl of 
Huntingdon, fir John Courtenay*, fir Joba 
Traifton t, iir John Goulouffre, fir John Rou&lf^ 
fir Thomas Scoraboniie§, fir William Clifeton 1^ 
fir William Clinton, fir William Taiilebourg^, 
fir Godfrey de Seta, fir William de Haqueoay **^ 
fir Jolm Yobeas, fir John d* Ambreticourt, fir Jcba 
Beaumont and many more^ to the amount of up^ 
wards of one hundred knights^ and fquires, who 
(aid,— ^ Let us prepare ourfelves to attend ihh 
tournament near Calais ; for thefe French kn%h(s 
ciily hold it that they may have our company : 

s 

■ 11 I ■■■! ■ . .1 ■ .1 ■ ■* . • ■ . . , . . . . I 

* My MSS. hi».e fir Peter Courtenay. 

t Sir Jdkn Trditiao. Q. Draytoa. The MSS. Peter. 

J Sir John Rouffel. Q. RulTel. 

5 Sir Thomas iScorabonne. Q. Sherborne, 

II Sir Wim*m Clifetoti. a Clifton. 

5 Sir William TiilWbeiir^. Q. Tallboya. 

^^ ^ WilUim d« H»<rwoaf* A. Hackoej^. 
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it is well done, and ihews they do not Want cdu^ 
ri^e : let us not.difappomt them/ 

This challenge was made fo public in England 
that many who had no intention of takmg part 
themfelves^ faid, they would go thither to witneft 
the performances of others. Such knight& and 
{quires as propofed being there, when the ap-- 
pointed term was approaching, lent beforehand 
their purveyances, and arms for tilting and for 
war, to Calais. Sir John Holland ^ half brother 
to the king of England, was the firil to crofs 
the fea: more than iixty knights and fqubes 
accompanied him, and took up their quarters in 
Calais* 

At the beginning of the charming month of 
May, the three before mentioned young French 
knights were fully prepared to maintain their cbaK 
lenge in the lifts at Samt Inglevere. They firft 
came to Boulogne, where I know hot how many 
days they tarried, and then went to the monaflery 
of Saint Inglevere. On their arrival, they learnt 
that numbers of Englifh knights and fquires were 
come to Calais. This gave them much pleafure ; 
and to haften the bufmefs, and that news fliould 
be carried to the Englilb, they ordered three rich 
vermilion-coloured pavilions to be pitched neat 
the appointed place for the lifts, and before each 
were fufpended two targets, for peace or war, cm- 
blazoned with the arms of each lord. It was 
ordered, that fuch as were defirous of performing 
any deed of arms fhould touch, or fend to hzfc 
touched, one or^both of thcfe targets according 

to 



91 

to ihw pleafure, and they would be tilted wifh 
^eeably to their requeft. 

On .the 210; of the month of May, as it had 
been proclaimed, the three knights were properly 
armed and their hor&s ready faddled accord^g 
(•o the laws of the tournament. On the fame day^ 
thofe knights who were in Calais fallied forth^ 
either as fpedators or tilters, and, being arrived 
at the fpot, drew up on one fide. Hie place 
of the tournament was fmooth, and green with 
grafs. 

Sir John Holland was the firH: who fent his fqulre 
to touch the war-target of -Cir Boucicaut, who in- 
ftantly iiTued from his pkvilion completely ^med. 
Having mounted his horfe, and grafped his fpear, 
which was ftiff and well fteeled, they took thar 
diilances. When the two knights had for a fhort 
time eyed each other, they fpurred their ,horfes 
and met full gallop with fuch force that fir BoudU 
caut pierced the fliield of the earl of Huntingdon^ 
and the point of his lance flipped along his arm^ 
but without wounding him. The two knights, 
having pa&d, continued their gallop to the end of 
the lift. This courfe was much praifed. At the 
fecond courfe, they hit each other flightly, but 
jio harm was done; and their horfes refufed to 
complete the third. 

Th^ earl of Huntingdon, who wiihed to coa* 
tinue the tilt, and was heated, returned to his 
place, expe£Hng that fir Boucicaut would call for 
iui lanc|[B.i,|>uthp (Ud not, and &ewed plainly ht 
would x)bt that day tik mpre;,wit|>,, the earl. ' Sir 

John 



John Holland) feeing this5 fettt his fquire to touch 
the war-target of the lord de Saimpi; This knight^ 
iK^ho was waiting for the combat^ fallied out from 
his pavilion^ and took his lance and fliield. Wheil 
the earl faw he was ready, he violently fpurred his - 
horfei as did the lord de Saimpi. They couched 
their lances, and pointed them at each other* 
At the onfet, their horfes croffed ; notwithftand* * 
ing which, they met ; but by this croffing, which 
was blamed, the earl was unhelmed. He returned 
to his people, who foon re-helmed him ; and) 
having refumed their lances, they met full gallop, 
and hit each other with fuch force in the niiddld 
of their (hields, that they would have been un« 
horfed had they not kept tight feats by the preflure 
of their legs againft the horfes' fides. They went 
to the proper places, where they refrefhed theln^ 
felves and took breath. 

Sir John Holland, who had a great defire t6 
(hine at this tournament, had his helmet braced 
and grafped his fpear again ; when the lord At 
SaimfH, feeing him advance on a gallop^ did not 
decline meeting, but, fpurring his horfe oik in- 
ftantly, they gave blows on their helmet^ that 
were luckily of well-tempered fteel, which made 
fparks of fire fly from them. At this cOurfe, 
the lord de Saimpi loft his helmet ; but the two 
knights continued their career, and returned to 
their places. 

This tilt was much praifed ; and the Eaglift 
and fVench fard, that the etrt of fiolitingdoik) 
fir Bouctcaut and the lord de Saimpt, had taieA 
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lenilywcil jufted, without fparing or doing them- 
felves any damage. The earl wifhed to break 
another lance in honour of his lady, but it wa« 
rgfufed him. He then quitted the lifts, to make 
room for others, for he had run his fix lances witi* 
fuch ability and courage as gained him praife " 
from all fides. 

A young and gallant knight of Kngland next 
came forth, called the earl-marflial *, who fent, 
according to the regulations, to touch the war- 
target of fir Reginald de Koye. This being done, 
fir Reginald came from his pavilion completely 
armed, and mounted his horfe that was ready for 
him : having had his (hield and helmet buckled 
on, he feized his lance and took his diftancCi, 
The two knights fpurred their horfes, but, at this 
firft courfe, failed in their ftrokes, from their horfe* 
fwerving out of the line, to their great vexation. 
Sir Reginald was hit with the fecond lance, and 
had his own broken. At the third courfe, they* 
met with fuch force that the fire fparkled froni, 
their helmets, and the earl was unhelmed. He- 
continued his career to his own place, but jufledi 
no more that day, as he had done fufficiently. 

The lord Clifford f, a valiant knight, and coufin- 
german to the late fir John Chandos, of famed 



• I fuppofe this muft be Thomas Mowbraj-, earl of Not- 
tingham ind earl marftial : he wa5 aftepwardv created duke of: 
tslorfolk. SceDugdale. 

i Froilfart calls him Ctr Louis de CJifFDrd, but be vaa 
Thomas lord Clifford of Cumberlaud. See Dugdale. 
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lenawn, then advanced, and fent to have the war- 
ihield of . fir .Bcmcicaut touched with a rod. Sir 
Boiicieaut inftantly appeared, ahd, having his ar-> 
mour laced» mounted his horfe : placing his lance 
in its reft, they met full gallop, and made, by 
their blows^ the fire fly from their helmets, but 
they neither broke their lances nor loft their ftir-^ 
tups : having pafled, they returned to their places^ 
making ready. ibr the fecond courfe. This was; 
done wkbouc any way fparing themfdves : fir , 
Boucicaut broke his lance and was unhelmed^ but 
did not for this &11 to the ground. Lord CliffiDrd 
tetumed to his place, to prepare himfelf for 
another courfe, but fir Boucicaut didl not ag^ior 
put on his helmet* Lord GUffbrd, noticing thjs^ 
refolved to porform a tilt with another knight^ 
and fent his fquire to touch the fhield of the lord 
de Saimpi» 

The lord de Saimpi beJng ready, fiiffied forth 
fironi his pavilion : they ran at each other with 
great fnrce, met full, and lord^ Cliflford broke his 
lance into three pieces againft the target of his 
adverfary. In return, the lord de Saimpi ftruck 
oflF his hchnet, and both continued their career tQ 
their places. The lord Ciiiford tilted no a^ore 
that day, for the fpeclators faid he had honourably^ 
and valoroufly borne himfelf. 

Sir Henry Beaumont * then came forward^i and 
fent to have the target of fir Boucicaut touched^ 
who was inftantly ready to repW to the call,' 



■*" Lord Beaumont. See Dugdale. 
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having not difmounted from the tilts with lord 
CtifFord. I he lord Beaumont did not manage his 
lance well, and hit Boucicaut on the fide ; but fir 
Boucicaut ftruck him fo full on the middle of his 
ihield that it drove him to the ground, and con- 
tinued his courfe. Lord Beaumont was raifed up 
by his attendants and remounted. The lord dc 
Sairapi ihen prefented himfelf, and they tilted two 
courfes very haiidfomely without hurt to either. 

Sir Peter Courteney, who was anxious to en- 
gage and to run fix lances, fent a fquire to touch 
with 2 rod the three (hields of war. This caufeJ 
a good deal of furprife, and he was aiked what 
were his intentions by fo doing. He replied, 
that he wilhed to tile with each of the French 
knights two lances, if no misfortune befel him, 
and he entreated they would comply with his re- 
queft. They were ready to confent to it, and fir 
Reginald de Roye firft offered himfelf. Having 
made themfelves ready, they fpurred their horfes, 
and took good aim not to mifa their flroke ; 
but, from the reftivenefs of their horfes, they 
failed. I hey were much vexed, and returned to 
their places. On the fecond courfe, they met 
full gallop ; and fir Reginald de Roye, having un- 
helmed his adverfary, returned gently towards ' 
his pavilion, his two courfes being completed. ' 
Sir Peter Courteney being armed once more, the 
lord de Saimpi advanced, and their lances were 
broken at the firft (hock : they continued their 
courfe, when new lances were given thera. They 
g^vanced towards each other furioufly, and the 
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lord de Saimpt bit fir Peter, whofe horfe fwerved 4 
lutle ; but fir Peter ftruck off bis helmet, and rodt 
on at a gentle pace to his poit. 

Sir Boacicaut now came to complete the two 
other cQurfes ; and at their onfet they ftruck eac]| 
other on the fbiela fo rudely that the two horfes 
vere fuddenly checked in their career : no other 
damage enfued. At the fecond courfe, they weri^ 
both unhehned* When thefe fi^c; tilts were done> 
fir Peter requefted, as a favour, to run one moren 
with afiy of the three knights who pleafed, but it 
was refufed y and he was toldj^ that he had don« 
enough that day. 

An ^nglifli kriight, called fir John Gouloufre^ 
csune forth, armed fro^i head to foot, and feat his 
fquire to touch the war-fhield of fir Jjileginald 6/^ 
Roye. The l^^ight obeyed the fummona^ and 
both advanced fqU gallop. They hit e^ch other's 
helmets, but were neither unhelmed nor had thekr 
lances broken. Their horfes refufed to run the^ 
fecond courfe, to their great vexation. At the 
third tilt they ftruck their ihields and broke thdr 
lances. They were fuppUed with others, andj^ 
from the fwerving of their horfes, paffed their 
fourth career without ftriking a blow. The fifth 
hnce was too well employed,^ for they were both 
unheimed, and then each rode to his own p^M^y. 
Sir John Rouffeau ♦, an expert and valiant knigh^ 

from England, but well known for his prawefs uc^ 

■ • ■ 

* He is c«U<xl before RouiltrL In the MS. in tht Bfidih 
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Tarious countries, ordered his fqxiire to touch thi 
fliield of the lord de Saimpi, who was already 
armed and mounted. (In receiving his lance, he 
fpurred his horfe againft the EngliQi knight, and 
the (hock of their (pears againft the targets in- 
ftaniiy forced them to flop. , Each returned to his 
poft, and it was not long before they commenced 
their fecond courfe with equal vigour : but whi 
near, the horfes fwerved, which prevented thi 
ftroke. To their forrow, they were thus obligqil 
to return again to the end of the lifts. They 
were more fuccelsful the third courfe ; for they 
ftruck each other with fuch force, that the vizora 
of their helmets were broken off: the knights 
continued their career, and the Englifiiman tilted 
no more that day. 

Sir Peter Shirborne, a young knight, but of 
good courage, fent his fquire to touch the war- 
fliield of fir Boucicaut. The knight was ready td, 
anfwer him, for he was armed and on horfebaclt 
leaning on his fpear to wait for an adventure. Pffl^j 
ceiving himfetf called upon, he raifed his fpei 
and looked to fee what his adverfary was aboutj; 
and, obferving that he was handling his horfe, did 
the fame. When they began their courfe, they. 
couched their fpears, thinking to make fure blowsi 
but they were difappointed, to their great vexa^ 
tion, by the fwerving of their horfes, which forced, 
fhem to return to their pofts. They determined, 
to manage them better at their fecond tilt, and 
ipurred them both fo vigorouily, they each ftruck 
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the 6ther on tht vizor. Sir Boucicaut broke hif 
lanqe, but not fo the Englifli knight j for he cm-! 
ployed it with fuch force that he not only ua« 
helmed, but made the blood fpout from his nofe 
as he bore off the helmet of fir Boucicaut, who 
then retired to his pavilion : he tilted no more 
that day, for it was now nearly vefpers. Sir Petei: 
Shirborne, however, would notdefift, until heJhad 
completed his number of lances: he, in conie* 
quence, fent his fquire to touch the war-target of 
the lord de Saimpi, who was prepared to meet 
him. : The two knights fpurred on violejitly 
againft each other, and hit on the top of their 
helmets } but the lances flipt over, and they palfed 
each other without hurt. The fpe6;ator8 laid, 
had their fpears been pointed lower, and the fliields 
received the blows, one or both muft have fuf- 
' fered feverely from the (hock. The next courfe 
they ftruck full on their targets, and broke their 
lances into three parts; but the blow of the lord 
de Saimpi was fo ftrong that the Englifh knight 
loft his feat and fell on the ground, from whence, 
however, he inftantly arofe, and was led by his 
attendants from the lifts. 

The lord de Saimpi returned to his poft, view- 
ing the ftate of his adverfary, and Ihewing bis will- 
ingnefs to renew the tilt with him he had over- 
thrown or with any other j but none came forward, 
as it was now time to leave off for this day, and 
return to their h6tels. The Engliih and fuch as 
had accompanied them^ fet oiF full gallop for 
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Calaia, where they remained that night ebjoying 
themfelves, and talking over the feats of arms that' 
had been performed. 

The French retired to Saint Inglerere ; and, il^l 
the Englifli talked much of what had been done,"Vf 
you may readily fuppofe the French were not?J 
filent. 

On Tuefday, after mafs and drinking a cup, 
thofe who intended to tilt, and thofe who wiflied tcP^l 
fee them, left Calais, and rode in an orderly man-.' 
ner to where the lifts had been held the preceding' 
tlay. The French were already there, as was rights 
and prepared to receive them. The day was 
bight, clear, and fufficiently warm. The Engliih 
drew up on one fide, and armed thofe who were' 
to tilt. 

Sir William Clifton, a very valiant and expert 
knight, was the firft who fent his fquire to touch ' 
the Ihield of fir Boucicaut ; the knight inftantly 
came forth, armed completely for the tournament, 
mounted his horfe, and grafped his lance. The 
two knights met full gallop, hitting each on the 
target, but pafied on without any thing more. 
The fecond courfe was very handfome : they met. 
Bid hit each on the helmet, the lances eroding. 

ihe third courfe they ft ruck again their fliields^^ 
\ with fuch violence that the horfes were flopped* 

"he fourth courfe with lances was gallantly per-^ 
formed, for they hit each other fo ftrongly on the ' 
vizors of their helmets, they were driven off by' 

Ke blow to different fides. The Englifii knigU 
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tilted 90 more that day, for he vas fold he had 
4oae enough. 

After this, fir Nicholas Clinti>ii, a young £ng-« 
lifli knight, fent to touch the target of the lord 
de Salmpt/ who immediately a{ipeare4 ready 
armed aiyl teounted. The two knights fpurred 
their horfes, bearing their fpears in good array: 
when near, they ftifud^ dieir opponent^ target 
with (uch violence thit the fteel remained fesed^ 
azKl it is wonderful no other harmenfued, ibr th^ 
were both y0png> of good courage^ and did not 
fpare themfelves. They, neither &11 aor were 
wounded, but their lances were fliivered to peces* 
They then pafleid on,/ eaxrh to his pofi. The fe* 
cond qouriie was wieU tilted. : they ftruck each on 
the helmets, but, as it was on the top, they did' 
no damage, and pa0ed on. At the third courfe 
with lances, the horfes fwerved, to their forrow ; 
and, at the fourth, the lord de Saimpi unhelmed * 
the Engli(h knight, who returned to his: country^ 
men, and tilted no more, for they aflured him he 
had behaved mod valiantly, and that he mud allow 
others to have their ihare. 

When fir Nicholas CHnton was returned from 
the lifts, a gallant knight of Eiigland, nearly re- 
lated to the c^arl of Huntingdon; called William 
Stamart, left his tent, and fent to touch the target 
of fir Reginald de Roye, who appeared to meet 
him« Each having taken his poft, they vigoroufly 
fpurred their borfea, and gave fuch blows on their 
fliields, that it was furprifing they were not un- 

horfed ; 



j^^rfed ; but bodi kept their feats, as they rode 
well. They paffed on to their pkces; but the 
Eoglifii knight let fall his lance, and fir Reginald 

^—iiore his in handfome array. 

^H The Englifli knight having had his lance given 

H|{} hiin, he placed it in its red, and fpurring his 
horfe, intended to have done wonders. Indeed 
the blow would have been good if it had been 
ftraight, but, by the fwervmg of his horfe, it was 
very weak ; and I doubt if it were not, in fome 
meafure, the fault of the knight. Sir Reginald 
ftruck him fuch a blow on the fhield, as tnade him 
bend backward, but they paffed on without fur- 
ther hurt. Being prepared for the third courfe, 
they again fpurred their horfes and couched their 
lances, and hit each other fo rudely on the helmets 
that the fire fparkled from them. They paffed on, 
but from this blow their lances fell to the ground ; 
perfons were at hand to pick them up and give 
them to the knights. Having replaced the lances 
ill their refts, they renewed the tilt, and, aiming 
well, ftruck each other on the vizors of their 
helmets fo feverely, that fir William Stamart wafr 
unhelmed and nearly thrown to the ground, bi 
though he ftaggered, he kept his feau The Enj 
lifh knight then went to his countrymen, and 
nothing more that day. 

A fquire called Lancafter now ftepped fortl 
and fent to touch the Ihield of fir Boucicaut. 
was ready mounted to anfwer the call, and, having 
grafped his fpeai", they met moft courageoufly ; 
cltey .ikuck their helmets, fo as to make the lire 
H 3 fly 
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fly from them, and it was aftonifhing they kept 
them on their lieads. No harm being done, eadi 
returned to his poft, where they made no long 
(lay before they began their fecond courfe with 
great vigour, each hitting on his opponent's tar- 
get : the horfes fwerved, which prevented this 
from being a handfome or effe£lual tilt^ but this 
they could not help. At the third lance they met, 
and the blow was fo well placed, that the Englifh- 
man was unhdmed, and pafTed on to his pofl: 
bare-headed all but the fcull«cap, and would not 
that day tilt more. 

A young knight, whofe name was fir John 
Tallboys, next made his appearance, completely 
vmed, and fent to touch the war-target of the lord 
de SaimpL That knight was ready for the tilt^ 
and, having grafped his fpear, ftuck fpurs into his 
liorfe : their firft onfet was fo rough, their lances 
were ihivered. The two knights paffed each other 
^thout other damage, and were not long before 
they began their fecond courfe, having received 
new lances, of which there was a provifion ready, 
all of the &me lengttu From the fault of their 
horfes, though they aimed well, they mifled hitting; 
but the third courfe was well performed, for they 
unhelmed each other, and then each retired to hb 
own party, and the Engliih knight (fid nothing 
more that day. 

Sir Godfrey de Seca next preiefited himfelf : he 
was a gallant knight, and fhewed, by his manner 
of ridiBg and bearing his lance, that he was an 
tSterji and defurous ei renown. He sent his 
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fquire to touch the war-target of fir Reginald de 
Koye. That knight came forward inftantly, as he 
was ready mounted, and, placing himfelf properly 
for the tilt, they both fet off full gallop, and gave 
fuch blows on their targets, that though their 
fpears, from their Itrengtb, did not break, they 
remained fafliened to the fhields, and by dint of 
hard pufliing, the horfes were checked i each 
knight returned to his poll: without lofmg his lance, 
but bearing it handfomely before him. Having 
placed them in their refts they again fpurred their 
horfes, which were ftrong and active, but by 
their fwerving they miffed their ftroke arid dropped 
their fpears- Thofe near picked them up and re- 
turned them, and again they renewed the tiltj for 
they were heated, and feemed unwilling to fpare 
each other. 

The Englifii knight hit fir Reginald a very fe- 
vere blow on the top of his helmet, without other- 
wife damaging him ; but fir Reginald gave him 
fo ftrong a thruft on the target, (for at that 
time he was counted one of the ftouteft filters in 
France, and was fmitten with love for a young 
iady, that made all his affairs profper) it pierced 
through it as well as his left arm: the fpear 
broke as it entered, the butt end falling to the 
ground, the other fticking in the fiiield, and the 
fteei in the arm. The knight, however, did not 
for this fail to finifii his courfe gallantly ; but his 
companions came to him, and the broken fpear 
and fteel were extra£led, the blood ftaunched, and 
ihc arm tied up. Sir Reginald returned to his 
H 4 iT\avi.%i 
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fnehds, and there remained, leanii^' on anothei; 
iance that had been ^ven him. Sir Regiinald 
was much praifed by the French and Englife for 
this tilt} and no one faid any thing improper 
agajnft: him, on account of the Englifhman being 
woqnded^ for fuch are the events of arms : to one 
they are fortunate, to another the reverfe ; and, to 
iay the Jtruth, they did not fpare each other* 

An Engliih fquire, called Blaquet ^, then fent 
to ftrike the war-fhield of the lord de Saimpit 
When they were both ready, they fpurrcd their 
faorfes/and hit on the helmets hard blows, thot^ 
the points of then: fpe^s flipped off; . on finifliing 
their career they loft their lances. When they 
were reflored to them, they began their ferand 
couxfe;, but, by the. fault pf their horfes, nothing 
was done. At the thirds onfet, Blaquet gave tW 
lord de Sainipi a bard blow on tbe.lieliixet, but 
was ftruck by him much harder oji the vizor, and 
i]Lnhelmed, with a force that broke the buckle 
which faftened it behind, and it fell oq the ground. 
Th^y finifhed their courfe, and the Engliih fquire 
went aipong his countrymen, not intending to tilt 
yriore.that da]^. The lord de Saiwpi remained 
gallantly on horfeback, leaning on his fpear^ to 
wait until he flipuld be again called iippn, 

Si^ John Bolcas, a gallant knight froift England, 
fhor^y after this tilt was oyer, fenfc hi$ liquire to 
touch thefhield of the lord de Saiippi, who, being 
prepared^ entered th^ lifts, his target on bis ineck 



;i ■ ■ ■■■■. ..i, ■ ' . J..'! U-- 



>■ >*■ 



■/ 4: 



«.Blaqu6U. Q. Blake 

and 



105 

and rpear in hand. Each hit his adverfary's (hield^ 
and it was furprifing they were not pierced, for 
their lances were ftrong, and their heads well tern-" 
pered ; but they paffed without further lofs than 
of their fpears, which fell to the ground. When 
they were picked up and given them, they agaia 
fpurred their horfes, and ftruck the helmets, but 
without effedl, and continued their career. At the 
third courfe their horfes croffed. The lord de 
Saimpi, at the fourth, unhelmed fir John Bolcas, 
by a hard blow, and then the two knights returned 
to their friends. » 

Thomelin Meffidon *, a young Englifli knight, 
well and richly armed, with a great defire to gain 
honour, fent to touch the ihield of fix Boucicaut. 
The knight inftantly tame forth, and, having 
grafped his lance, both fpurred their horfes ; and 
each made his ftroke by croffing under the helmet: 
they paffed on without hurt or bUme, but were 
not long before they fpurred on again. In this 
courfe, they hit very roughly on the target*; 
Thomelin Meffidon fliivered his lance; but fir 
Boucicaut's blow was fo fevere, it drove his 
opponjsnt over the -crupper of his horfe to the 
ground. Thofe of his party ran to raife him up, 
and carried him off, for he tilted no more that; 
day. 

Another fquire of Engird called Navartan, in- 
iUAdy ibepped fovth, and fent to touch the wzt* 
jQu^ld gf fir Bpiicic^ut, faying he would revenge 

* Thomelia Ji^ffidod. It id: Ufffiden in the MSS. 
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his companion, whom he had (Iruck to the ground 
in his prefence. Boucicaut was ready to anfwer 
him. being armed and mounted, and leaning on 
his fpear. They met full gallop, and hit each 
other on the vizors of their helmets, but pafled 
on without other damage. Having had their 
helmets re-adjufled, and their lances given them, 
they again met with great violence, and from 
the ihock of the blows on their targets the horfes 
were flopped, and the lances broken hito three 
pieces, but they completed their courfe without 
any hurt. They had new fpears given them ; and 
at the third courfe fir Boucicaut was hit hard on 
the target, but he gave Navarton a blow that un* 
helmed him : he then withdrew to his country* 
men, and tilted no more that day ; for they faid 
he had done fuflicient, and had gained great ap- 
plaufe. 

After this, another fquire advanced, called Se- 
qaaqueton *, an able man at arms and expert tilter. 
He fent to touch the fhield of fir Reginald de Roye, 
who replied, that he was prepared and mounted. 
They fpurred their horfes, and gave violent flf okes 
on their targets, without fparing each other. Se- 
quaqueton bore himfelf handfomely without fall- 
ing, to the furprife of the fpeflators, for fir Re- 
ginald's blow made him bend backward almoft pn 
the crupper of his horfe ; but he raifed himfelf, 
and gallantly finiflied his career with the lofs only 
of his lance. Having received another, they ran 
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the fecond tilt vrith great courage, and ftruck 
fuch blows oa their helmets as made the fire fly 
from them. It was a handfome courfe, arid no 
damage done* They repaired to their polls, aijd 
fpurred again for the third time. In this tilt, 
Sequaqueton was feverely unhelmed, and on Ac 
point of falling, both himfelf and horfe, for he 
ftaggered confidcrably. The fqt^ire, when on his 
feet, returned to his companions and tilted no 
more : indeed, there was an end to the whole for 
the day, as It was now late. The Englifh collefted 
together, and returned to Calais, a5 did the French 
to Saint Inglevere. 

You muft know, though I have npt before made 
inention of, it, that king Charles of France was 
prefent at thefejufts. Being young, and defirous 
of witnefling extraordinary fights, he would have 
been much vexed if he had not feen thefe touma^ 
mcnts. He was therefore prefent, at the early 
part and latter end of them, attended only by the 
lord de Garencieres ; but both fo difguifed that 
nobody knew of it j and they returned every even- 
ing to Marquife *, 

The enfuing day, Wednefday, was as fine as 
the foregoing j and the Englifh, who had crofled 
the fea to eike part in or view this tournament^ 
mounted their horfes, at the fame hour as on the 
preceding day, and rode to the place appointed 
for the lifts, to the delight of the French, who 

* Marquife^-^ft town in Picardy, fi^e leagues from Calais^ 
|hre^ and 1-half from Boulogne, 
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were rejoiced to fee them. It was not long after 
their arrival vhen an Englifli fquire, a good tilter. 
Called John Savage, fquire of honour and of the 
1x)dy to the earl of Huntingdon, fent to touch the 
(hield of fir Reginald de Roye. The knight an-r 
fwered, he was ready and willing to fatisfy him. v 

When he had mounted his horfe, and had his hel* 
met buckled and lance given to him, they fet off full 
gallop, and gave luch blows on the targets, that 
had the fpears not broken, one or both mufl have 
fallen to the ground. This courfe was handfome 
and dangerous ; but the knights received no hurt, 
though the points of the lances paffed through 
the targets, and flipped off their fide armour. The 
fpears were broken about a foot from the fhaft, 
the points remaining in the fhields ^. and they gal- 
lantly bore the fliafts before them, as they finitbed 
their career. The fpedators thought they muft 
have been ferioufly wounded ; and the French and 
Englifh haftened each to their companion, whom, 
to their joy, they found unhurt. They were told 
they had done enough for that day ; but John Sa- 
vage was not fatisfied, and faid he had not croffed 
the fea for only one tilt with a lance. Thb was 
reported to fir Reginald, who replied, — * He i$ 
in the right ; and it is but "jufl: that he fhould be 
gratified, either by me or by one of ray coin- 
panions.* 

When they had refted themfelves a while, and 
received new lances, they began their fecond 
courfe, each aiming well at the other ; but they 
failed, from the fwerving of their horfes, to their 

great 



109 . 

great vexatkm, and returned to their ports. Their 
lances, which they had accidentally dropped, were 
given to them, and they fet pflF on their third 
courfe. This time they hit dh the vizors of their 
beln>ets ; and, by the force and croffing of their 
lances, both were unhelmed as they paffed. The 
tilt was much applauded for its correftnefs and 
vigour. When they were returned to their pofts, 
the Englifli told John Savage, that he had very 
honourably performed, and that it was now time 
for him to make way for others to tilt as well as him- 
felf. He complied with this, and, laying afide his 
lance and target, difmounted, and rode on a hack- 
ney to witnefs the performances of others. 

An Englifli fquire, named William Bafquenay, 
Qftufin to the earl marfhal, came forth fully armed 
for the occafion, and fent to have thr war-fhield 
of fir Boucicaut ftricken. The knight inttantly 
made hi^ appearance at the end of the lifts, and 
each galloped towards the other as ftraight as they 
^ could. They ftruck their helmets gallantly ; and 
the blow was fo effeftual on the vizors that they 
were both unhelmed, and condnued their courfe 
without further hurt. Their friends who were 
near re-adjufted their armours ; and, giving them 
their fpears, they commenced their fecond courfe 
by defperat^ ftrokes on their targets; but, the 
lances breaking, no harm was done, and they con- 
tinued their career. ' They were fupplied with 
new' lances, that were ftout; and good ; but, from 
the fault of their horfes, they miffed their ftrokes. 
At the fourth lance, they hit j and William Bafque- 
nay 
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nay was unbelmed a fecond tlme^ and then ti-^ 
turned to his companions, not tilting more that 
day* 

A fquire from England, whofe name tvas^ John 
Scot, fent to have the war-fhield of the lord de 
Saimpi touched* He immediately appeared, and 
at their onfet they gave fuch blows on their tar- 
gets as flopped their horfes i but, their lances 
being ftrong, they neither broke nor fell out of 
their hands* The fecond courfe was Well per-» 
formed : the lord de Saimpi hit his adverfary ; 
but Scot had more fuccefs in unhelming him, for 
which he was much applauded by his countrymen* 

The lord de Saimpi was foon re-helmed.; and, 
grafping his fpear, they fpurred againft each other 
with great violence. They placed their blows o%^ 
their targets^^but with a force that drove John Scot 
out of his faddle to the ground, and thus did the 
lord de Saim{>i revenge himfelf. The fquire was 
raifed, and carried off by his companions* 

Bernard Stapleton, an Englifti fquire, fent to 
ftrike the lord de Saimpi's fhield, who was liot 
difmounted from his laft tilt. They met, and 
hit each other on the helmets fo forcibly as tp 
make the fparks fly from them ; but they paffed 
on without hurt and returned to their pofts. Stilji 
grafping their fpears, they couched them, and at 
this fecond courfe flruck very fevere blows on 
thier targets, but kept their feats well, without 
falling or ftaggering, to the end of their career. 
The third lance ftruck tl^e helmets, and both 
were unhelmed. The Englilh fquire returned 
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from the lifts, as his friends told him he had ac- 
quitted himfelf with honour. , 

The next that prefented himfelf was a young 
gay knight from England, who ihone in tourna- 
ments, in dancing, and in fmging, called fir John ' 
Arundel. He fent his fquire to touch the war-^ 
fiiield of iir Reginald de Koye. The knight re- 
plied, that he wifhed for nothing more agreeable 
than to tilt . with him. Having received their 
fpears, they galloped off at the fame moment, 
and gave and received hard blows on their ihields; 
but they kept their feats handfomely, and con- 
tinued their, career. Their lances having fallen 
from their hands, were reftored to them by thofe 
appointed for that purpofe ; and they began their 
fecond courfe with blows on the helmets that made 
the fire fly, but they pafTed on without further 
hurt. At the third onfet, the horfes fwerved; 
and the knights, in their attempt to ftrike, loft 
their lances, and vnih difficulty recovered them- 
felves. ^At the fourth, they ftruck the helmets, 
but without harm or unhelmfng. At the fifth 
courfe, they hit each other on the targets, and 
broke their lances, without any other damage. 
Sir John Arundel completed his career, and re- 
turned to his friends. 

After this, Nicholas Stone, an Englifli fquire, 
fent to touch the war-fhield of fir Boucicaut. The 
knight feizing his lance, they fpurred againft each 
other and bit on the helmets ; but the fpear$ 
flipped off, and they.pafled unhurt. Holding ftill 

their 



their lances in the refts, they fet off agaiii^ 
hit fo hard on the targets, that the horfes- ftagu 
gered with the fhoclsL^ and the knights dropped 
their fpears. When they had received their Itocea^ 
they again galloped off full fpeed, and their blows 
on the helmets were effedual : at leaft the Englilh 
fquire loft his helmet and retired, for his £rieiiii& 
iaid he had done enough. 

Another fquire from England, called John Mat- 
iba), advanced to the lifts, completely armed^ 
and fent to touch the war-target of fir Boucicaut, 
who replied, he was ready, and waiting to be 
called upon. At their firft courfe they hit each 
other on the targets, but the lances fell to the 
ground, and they returned to their ftations without 
other damage. On their being reftored, they 
continued their tilt, and ftruck hard blows on the 
helmets without any thing more, and purfued their 
career, bearing their lances handfomely before 
them. When they had refted a little, they con- 
fidered how they could beft annoy each other, 
and, having aimed well, fpurred on their horfes!i 
John Marflial gave fuch a thruft on Boucicaul't 
ihield, that his lance was broken to the ftump, and 
Boucicaut's blow unhelmed his opponent, a!nd 
drove him on the crupper of his horfe. Th6 
fquire, notwithftanding, completed his courfe with* 
out falling, and then went to his companions, wli6 
faid he ought now to be fatisfied, for that he had 
well performed. 

When the fquire had withdrawn, a young stfid 
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frilky Englifh knight advanced, who was eager to 
gain itoown. His name was* fir John Clifeton*, 
and he bore for arms a field argent, fretted azure, 
with a mullet argent in chief. He fent his fquirc 
to touch the war-fhield of fir Reginald de Roye, 
who was much pleafed at the fummons. Having 
taken their ftations and received their lances, they 
fpurred their horfes and hit each other fiiU on the 
helmets, but paffed and completed their career. 
They kept their lances in the refts, and were not 
long before they commenced the fecond courfe, 
in which they gave heavy thrufts on their fhields, 
but without any lofs, except of their fpears, 
which fell to the ground. Having received their 
lances, they hit each other, on the third courfe, 
fuch blows on the tops of the helmets as made 
the fire fly. At the fourth courfe their horfes 
fwerved, to their great difappointment. The fifth 
was well performed, for each broke his lance. The 
two knights grew warm, and plainly fhewed they 
were defirous of trying each other's valour to the 
utmoft. When at their ftations they had frefli 
lances given them, that were ftifF enough j and, 
after a, fliort delay, they again fpurred their horfes, 
and laid in fuch blows on the helmets that both 
were unhelmed. This courfe was greatly praifed 
by all prefent, and when they had completed their 
career, they returned to their countrymen ; for the 
Englifh knight tilted no more that day. 

When this was finifhed, a fquire from Englanc^^ 
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called Roger Leau *, whofe arms were ^ croft 
gules, on a field argent and fable quarterco^came 
forward, handfomely equipped, and gaily fent to 
touch the war-target of the lord de SaimpL The 
knight inftantly obeyed the call, and by his 
alacrity fhewed he preferred tilting to. remaining 
idle. On the firft onfet, they checked their horfes, 
by the force of their blows on their fhields ; but 
the lances, being ftrong, did not break, and they 
continued their courfe. On the fecond tilt, they 
hit the helmets hard enough } but, as the points 
of their lances grazed oflF, no harm was done. 
JRoger Leau was unhelmed at the third courfe, 
and returned to his countrymen without doing 
more that day. 

After this a gallant knight, from that part of 
Hainault called Oftrevant, a good man at arms 
and able tilter, offered himfelf. He had been 
educated in England at the court of king Edward, 
and his name was fir John d*Ambreticourf, and 
brother to that excellent knight, fir £ufl:ace d'Am». 
breticourt. He bore for his arms ermine two bars 
humetty gules, each charged with three efcallop 
fliells argent. 

The knight was well equipped for the tourna- 
ment, and fent one of his fquires to touch the 
war-target of fir Reginald de Roye. Having taken 
their ftations, they eyed each other well, and, 
fpurring their horfes, gave fuch blows on the 
fhields as made fparks of fire fly from them, and 
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ihe horfes to bend undet them. The tilt waa 
handfomcj for no harm was done, and they con- 
tinued the career. They were not Igng befor^ 1 
they ran their fecond courfe, and again hit on the T 
ihields. It was wonderful that this was not attended 1 
with mifchief, for they were both ftrong and, I 
courageous niters, fearlefs of death or danger^i; f 
The fiiock of this attack was fo great that thdr | 
horfes were forced on their haunches, and the two 1 
knights ftaggered. Neverthelefs they continued i 
their career, but with the lofs of their lances. 

Having received their lances, they ran thei^ j 
third courfe, and fir John d'Ambreticourt unhelmed ' 
fir Reginald de Roye fo as to injure him very ' 
confidcrably, and to terminate his career. Sir 
Reginald went to his party, and plainly (hewed he 
would not tilt more that day. When fir John 
d'Ambreticourt perceived this, as he had a great 
delight in tilting, he fent to touch the war-Qiield 
of fir Boueicaut, who inflantly advanced to the 
lifts. Having had his target buckled on, and 
placed his fpear in the reft, they fpurred againft 
each other, and gave fuch blows on the fhield that 
it was furprifing they were not pierced throughj - 
but this might be owing to the fwerving of the 
horfes. 

When returned to their ftations, they did not 
remain long before they commenced their fecond 
courfe with vigour, and hit each other hard on the 
helmets; but the fpears flipped off, and they con- 
tinued their career. The knights having loft their 
fpears, they were brought to them by their fquires, 
^m 1 a a^ 



ind they renewed the tilt. This time they weftf 
both very feverely unhelmed, and gallantly finifhed 
their courfe. 

The EngUfh now collefted together, as evening 
was approaching, arid returned to Calais, where 
they paffed the night in talking over the different 
feats of arms that had been that day performed. 
The French amufed themfelves in like manner 
at Saint Inglevere.. On Thurfday morning, the 
fourth day of the tournament, the Englifli found 
that there were yet many knights and fquires who 
had not entered the lifts, and who had purpofely 
come from England ; they therefore faid, that all 
who had any intentions to tilt fhould do fo, other- 
wife they would not be haridfomely treated. The 
lords of England had agreed to return to Saint 
Inglevere on the Thurfday, for thofe who pleafed 
to perform their jufts: in confequence, they left 
Calais after mafs, and, on arriving at the lifts; 
found the three French knights ready in their 
pavilions to anfwer all who might call on them, 
attended by thofe that were to ferve them, and 
fuch as came to witnefs the deeds of arms. 

An Englifli knight, called fir Godfrey d'Eftas *, 
was the firft who entered the lifts : he bore for 
arms a lion fable on a field or, with three bars* 
gules, and charged with a mullet or, on the dexter 
paw of a lion, and was completely and gaily armed. 
He fent a fquire to touch the war-fliield of 
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fir Bcnicicaut, who inftaintly adranced.from his pa- 
vilioa prepared to obey the fummons. 

Having received their fpeaifs and bucklers, and 
eyed each other for a fhort time, they fpurred on 
their horfes, and both ftruck. vidlent blows on the 
mm^ts; but, as the points of the lances flipped 
off; they continued their ..courfe to theif ftations. 
Keeping the lances in tha.refls, they recommenced 
the tilt^ and met with&ch force on their bucklers^ 
that had not their fpe^rs broken, much mifchief 
might ,have enf ued . When they had r efted a while 
and had new lances, t}>ey ran a third courfe with 
great violence, and hit the; vizors fo fairly and 
well, that both w^re uiibel;picdf they conthiued 
their career, and then retired to their own people. 
The Englifli knight did nothing mpi'e this day, 
for he was told that he had performed well, and 
muft give way to others. 

Alain Bourch*, an able and expert Englifli 
fquire, fent to touch the war-target of the lord de 
8aimpi, who came from his pavilion in obedience 
to the call. They gave blows on their helmets, 
at the firft onfet, that made the fire fparkle, but 
no other harm was done. At the fecond tilt, their 
lances met on their bucklers with fuch force as 
fliivered them in pieces, but they continued their 
career unhurt. They were quickly fupplied with 
new lances; and, fpurring oh the third time, they 
placed their thrufls fo well and fl:rong that they 
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were both unhelmed, and completed their courfef 
the Englif|;iman retired to his countrymen, td Movt 
others to fhew their Ikill and valour. 

An Englifh fquire, called John Storp *, fent id 
touch, the target of fir Boucicaut, who iflued fbrt)i 
but of his pavilion, and, his horfe being rea" 
pipunted him, and entered the lifts. They feu 
in their firft fcourfe, from the fault of their horfes. 
When returned to their ftations, they were not 
long before they ran the fecond ; and, although 
they gave each other fevere blows on the helmet, 
^o mifchief enfued. At the third courfe, IJohn 
Scrope was forcibly ftruck to the ground ; whence 
he was raifed by his friends, and did no more that 
day. 

A Bohemian knight now advanced, who was of 
the houfehold of the queen of England, called 
fir Herchauce. He was efteemed a ftrong and 
expert tilter, and bore for his arn^s three griffin'* 
feet fable on a fhield argent ongle with azure. 

When he entered the lifts, he was afHed which 
of the three knights he wiflied to tilt with : he 
replied, ^ With Boucicaut/ On this, an Englifh 
fquire was fent, according to the regulations, to 
touch fir Boucicaut's war-target. The knight, 
having kept himfelf prepared for any fummons, 
left his pavilion, and> having faftened his buckler 
and grafped his lance, entered the lifts. Jlis op- 
ponent was then reaidy to meet him; and, fpurring 
their horfes, they thought to give full ftrokesj 
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but it was not fo, from the ill conduQ; of the Bo- 
hemian knight, for which he was fgreatly blamed. 
He had, out of the line of tilting, hit fir Boucicaut 
on the helmet, and continued his career : for this 
impropriety, of which the Englifh faw him guilty, 
he had forfeited his arms and horfe, fliould the 
French infift upon them. The French and JEnglilh 
held a long converfation on this ill-placed ftroke ; 
but at laft the French knights pardoned it, the 
|)etter to pleafe the Englifh. 

Herchauce begged as' a favour that he might be 
permitted to run only one courfe more. On being 
alked, * With which ef the three knights?* he fent 
to touch the target of fir iCeginald de Royc. That 
Knight was waiting in his pavilion, not having 
tilte4 that day, and declared his willingnefs to 
accommodate fir Herchauce, fince his requeft had 
been granted. 

Sir Reginald mounted his horfe, and having 
had his buckler faftened, and his lance given him, 
he eyed hb opponent, that he might well point 
his ftroke. Both fpurred their horfes at the fame 
moment, and hit on the (hields ; but fir Regi* 
nald (who was one of the firmeft and beft tilters 
in France) thruft with fuch force as made the Bo- 
hemian fly out of his faddle, and fall fo feverely on 
the ground that the fpeftators imagined he wag 
Idlled. Sir Reginald continued his courfe to hk 
own ftation. 

Sir Herchauce was raifed with much difficulty 
by his attendants, and carried to the Englifh, who 
were well pleafed at what had happened to him, 
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for the uncourteous manner In which he had run 
his firft courfe. He had not any.defire to tilt 
more that day. 

The next who came forward was Robin Scome- 
borne*, an able and gay fquire from England. 
He fent to touch the war-target of the lord de 
Saimpi, who was ready mounted and prepared to 
anfwer him. At their firft courfe they hit their 
helmets, and continued their career. At the next, 
they ftruck their bucklers, but unfuccefsfully, as 
before, excepting the lofs of their lances. Having 
received them again, they, on the third ohfet, 
placed their thrufts fcKably and forcibly on the 
yizors, that both were unhelmed, and finiihed 
their courfe. The Englifh fquire returned to his 
companions, and was idle during the reft of the* 
day. 

Another Englifli fquire, called John Merlan, 
now advanced. He bore for arms a bend fable on 
a field argent, charged with three lion-heads fable, 
and fent to touch the war-target of fir Reginald de 
Roye. The knight anfwered, he was at his fer- 
vice. Having entered the lifts, they at the firft 
onfet gave violent blows on the helmets, but with- 
out any effeft, and, by firmly holding their lances, 
returned to their ftations without lofs of any kind. 
The fecond courfe, their fpear§ met on their buck- 
lers, and the horfes were checked ; having thrown 
down their lances, they continued their career, 
each to his ftation, and made ready to tilt well th^ 

* Uobin Scorntborne. Q, Sherburn, or Sbirburn. 
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lihird lance. When their fpears had been given 
them, they fet oflF full gallop, and fir Reginald hit 
John Merlan a blow on his buckler, which forced 
him out of the faddle to the ground. He continued 
his courfe to his ftatioh, and the Englifhman was 
raifed and carried to his countrym^i. 

John Mouton, another fquire from England, 
next offered himfelf. He bore for arms a chevron 
fable on a field gules, three pierced mullets or, 
with an indented bordure fable, and fent to flrike 
the war-fhield of fir Boucicaut, who replied, he 
was always ready to tilt. , Their firft ftrokes met 
on their bucklers, bUt without damage. It was not 
their fault, for the blows were well placed, and 
they gallantly paffed, bearing their lances before 
them, to their ftations. They were not long be- 
fore they commenced their fecond tilt, and hit very 
feverely on the helmets, but without lofs, except- 
ing their lances, and returned to their pofts. 
Thofe who were appointed to gather the lances 
that fell, inftantly prefented them to the knights, 
who renewed the tilt ; but at this third courfe fir 
Boucicaut unhelmed John Mouton, who retired ta 
his companions. 

A very handfome knight from England now 
came forth : he was well armed at all points, and 
kept an excellent pofition on his horfe, and was 
called fir Jaquemin Strop. He fent to touch the 
war-target of the lord de Saimpi, who, being 
mounted and armed before his pavilion, advanced 
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to the lifts. At their firft courfe, they miflfed fhdf 
ftroke^ from their horfes running out of the line, 
which vexed them much. They were not long 
before they again fet off, full gallop, and, when, 
they met^ gave fuch blows on the helmets as ipadQ 
them ftrike fire : they palfed on without loTs b^ 
pf their fpears. As fooa as they were returned to 
thdir ft^tions^ thdr lances were brought them, an4 
after a ihort delay, they hegafi. their third ^ourfe. 
They both hit witt^ great force on the bucklers} 
but fir James 3crope's lance broke, while fir Rer 
^ald unhorfed hii opponent and continued hi^ 
career. 3ir Jame^ was raif(?d from the ground by 
bis att^dants, and did no more that day. 

Another ^ngUib knight, called iir William Mafr 
(|uelee, was ready to enter the lifts, and to engagf 
with whoever pleafed j for he had crofted the feU 
with the ^ Qf KuAtiagdon in this view. H^ 
fent to touch the war-target of fir Boucicaut, who 
had his buckler faftened, and inftantly advanced to 
meet his adversary. They both at the fame mo« 
ment fpurred their horfes, which were frefh and 
, eager to. begin the courfe; for, the very ipftant 
they felt the points, they bounded forward. The 
two knights took good aim, and mutually gavq 
fuch ftrokes on their helmets that fire fparkled from 
them; and, thougli the points of the lances flipped 
pfF, the tilt was much praifed by all prefent. They 
fioBtinued their career to Jtbeir different ftationsjj 
but did not make any long ftay before they agaia 
fpurred their horfes and couched their /pears, for 
they did not drop them, and met with fucb vion 

lence. 
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lence, that their lances mull have pierced the 
bucklers, if the horfes had not fwerved. They 

finilhed their courfe, throwing down their lances, J 

and completed their career like good tilters, in ex- I 

cellent array to their ports. Having received their 1 

fpears, they fet off as faft as their horfes could carry I 

them, and, on their meeting, hit the vizors of the 4 
helmets feverely. The tilt was loudly applauded, ' I 

for they were both unhelmed, and bare-headed all I 

but thefcull-caps: they finiflied their career, and I 

then returned to their friends, for they had excel- I 

Jently performed. • I 

An Englifli fquire, called Nicholas Leau *, well J 

pud elegantly armed, advanced, having a great J 

defire to try his (kill in arms. He fent to ftrike I 

the war-target of the lord de Saimpi, who was al- I 

ready mounted and armed, in front of his pavilion, I 

with his buckler on his breaft, blazoned with his 1 

arms. He grafped his fpear, and fiew to the lifts ' I 

with the eagernefs of a hawk to feize his prey. I 

The Englifh fquire did the fame, and, fetcing off 1 

at full fpeed, they gave fuch blows on their buck-« ^ 

lers, that their lances were fhivered : it was fortu- 1 

nate they broke, or the knights muft have beea I 

greatly hurt, or unhorfed, but they kept their feats J 

firmly. When returned to their ftations, they 1 

were fupplied with new lances, and with them, I 

at the fecond courfe, made the fire fly from their I 

helmets : no other damage was done, for the fpears. I 

Ecroffed, and they continued their career to their 
: 
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pofts. After a fliort reft, they commenced their 
third tilt, and had well examined where they could 
beft place their thrufts. This was gallantly per- 
formed; for they hit, juftly, the upper parts of 
the helmets, and the points of the lances entered : 
both were fo neatly unhelmed, that the lacings 
burft, and the helmets flew over the cruppers of 
ibeir horfes on the field. The knights kept thdr 
feats and completed their courfe in handfom^ array, 
and then returned to their countrymen. 

The tournament was now at an end, for no 
more tilters appeared on the part of the Englifei 
The earl of Huntingdon, the earl-marflial, the 
lojd Clifford, the lord Beaumont*, fir John Clif^ 
ton, fi^r John d'Anibreticourt, fir Peter Sher- 
burne, and all thofe knights who had tilted the 
precedJhg days, then waited in a body on the 
French knights, and thanked them warmly for 
the amufements they had given them. They 
faid — * All the knights who have accompanied us 
having now tilted, we take our leave of you, and 
return to Calais on our way to England. We 
know well that whoever may wifh to try their fkill 
in arms will find you here for thirty days, ac- 
cording to your proclamation. On our return to 
England, we fhall loudly fpeak of your gallantry, 
and tell all thofe who may inquire of thefe deeds 
of arms to come and witnefs them in perfon.' 

* Many thanks,* replied the three knights: 

♦ Lord Beaumont. Dugdale fays his name was John^ in- 
lit ad of Henr) I as FrolfTurt calls him, 
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^ they fliall be made welcome, and delivered bf 
deeds of arms as you have »been ; and we deflre 
you will accept our beft acknowledgments for the 
counefy you have (hewn us.* 

In fuch friendly ndanner did the Eiiglifh and 
French knights feparate, in the plain of St. Inglc- 
vere : the firft took the road to Calais, but made 
no long ftayj for on die Saturday morniiig they 
embarked on board paflage-boats, and killed aH. 
Dover about mid-day, when each retired Jto his 
inn. They ftaid the whole of Saturday, and Sun- 
day until after mafs, at Dover j where hairing re- 
f reflied themfelves and their horfes, they continued 
their journey to Rochefter, and there lay that night: 
on the morrow, they arrived at London, when they 
feparated, and each returned to his home. 

The threes French knights before named kept 
their engagements valiantly at St. Inglevere. When 
the Englifh knights were gone, the king of France 
and the lord de Garencieres, who had witneiied 
the tournament in difguife, returned to their ian at 
Marquife; and on the morrow, at break of day, 
they fet out for Paris, and never ceafed riding un- 
til they came to Creil* on the river Oife, where at 
that time the queen of France refided. Scarcely 
any one knew that the king was prefcnt at thefc 
tilts but his confidential valets de chambre. 

From the time the Englifli left Calais, I never 

beard that any others came from England to St. 

\ 
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* Creil^^diocefe of Senlis^ ten leagues and a half from 
Paris. 
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tsglevere to try their itdll in arms. Hie ttitee* 
kiughts, however, remained there until the thirty 
^ys were fully accompliihed, and then leifufely 
returned each to his hdme. When they waited oA 
the king of France, the duke of Touraine and 
other lords at Paris, they were moft handfomely 
received. Indeed, they were intitled to fuch re-^ 
caption^ for they had galbntly behaved themfelves^ 
and w^l fupported the honour of the king and of 
the realm of France^ 



CHAP. xir. 

TH:E puke of bourbon is APPOIJjTED CHIEf 
OF AN EXPEDITION TO AFUICA, THAT IS UN- 
DERTAKEN BY SEVERAL KNIGHTS OF FRANCS 
AND ENGLAND AT THE SOUCITATION OF 
THE GENOESE. 

• 

T HAVE delayed for a long time fpeaking of si 
grand .and noble enterprife that was undmakett 
by fome knights of France, England and othtf 
countries, againft the kingdom of Barbary. I 
v/itti not to forget nor to defer it; but, a» I hadi 
begun on the tilts at St. Inglevere, I was defirou^ 
to complete that account. Since that is clone, t 
will return to other fubjecls, and refrefh way me- 
mory accordingly; for fuch events as I have to 
relate are greatly amufing, and, if I had not taken * 

pleafurc 
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pleafure in mditing them, I fhould never haV)! 
fucceeded. The text of the fubjeft I mean to pr<v 
ceed on fays, that about this time the Genoefe 
were reported throughout iFrance and other coun- 
tries to be defirous of raifmg a large army to in^ 
Vade Barbary; and that all knights, fquiresormen 
at arms, who would engage in this expedition^ 
fliould be fupplied from Genoa with fuch purveyr 
ances as bifcuit, frefh water^ yinegar, and veifels 
Vand galleys to trahfport them thither. 

The caufe of theit forming this armament was, 
that the Africans had attacked the country of 
Genoa^ plundering the xflands belonging to them, 
and carrying oflF fuch from the coafts of Genoa 
as were not on theit- guard, by which they were 
kept under continual alarms. They poffefled alfo 
a town, fituated on the fea-ihore of Barbary, 
which is beyond meafure ftrong, and called Africa *, 
furrounded with high walls, gates and deep 
ditches. Like as the ftrong town of Calais is the 
key of France and Flanders, and whoever is maf- 
ter of it may at all times enter thofe countries, 
and from thence may be fent a powerful force by 
fea, to do mifchief to their neighbours, jufl: fo is 
the town of Africa, the ftrong hold of the inha- 
bitants of Barbary, Bugia and Tunis, and other 
infidel countries. The Genoefe, who are rich 
.merchants, bore great hatred to this town; for its 

* Africa^ a fea-port town of Barbary, fcventy miles dillant 
from Tunis. It was razed to the ground by Andrew Doria^ 
hj the command of the emperor Charles V, and has never been 
rebuilt. 
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«r£urs frequently watched them at fea^ and whed 
ftrongefty fell on and plundered their {hips, car- 
rying their fpoils to this town of Africa, which 
was, and is now, their place of depofit, and may 
be called their warren* 

The Genoefe, to put an end to fuch condud:, 
and to fatisfy the complaints of their fubje^» 
that were daily made to them from the iiland of 
Albe*, Siret, GuerfeJ, Boftan§, GorgennenH, 
and from the coaft as far as the gulph of Lyons to 
the iflands of Sardonne^, Fineffee**, and even, 
from the ifland of Majorcaftj determined to 
make their fituation known to the court of France, 
and to offer to fuch knights as would undertake 
an expedition againfl thefe infidels, veflels and 
provifion, with a paffage thither and back free of 
all coftg, provided that one of the king's uncles, 
or his brother the duke of Touraine (who, being 
young, ought to labour to gain renown^ would 
take the chief command. They likewife oflfered 
the aid of pilgrims, from foreign parts to affift 
them, twelve rhoufand feleft Genoefe crofs-bows, 
and eight thoufand infantry armed with (pears 
and (hields, all'at their expenfe. They imagined, 

'* Albe, Q. Elba. 

t Sire. Q. Cyprus. 

J Guerfe. Q. Corfica. 

§ Boftan. Q. 

II Gorgenn:-n. Q. Gorgona. 

^ Sardoniie. Q. Sardinia. 

♦ * Fineire. Q. 

+t Majorca, &c. belonged to the king of Arragon. 

that 



that iis Jiovf there was a trace betweeil p'raiice, 
Englind and th^ir allies, their knights would, from 
having nothing to do, be glad to join in this war- 
fare, and that they fhould have numbers of them 
from thofe kingdoms. 

When this intelligence was firft brought to tliel 
French knights and fquires, they were much re- 
joiced, in hope of gaining honour j and the am-* 
baffadors from Genoa were told they (hould not 
return without their bufinefs being attended to, and 
fuccour afforded them, for their anxiety to extend 
the Chriftian faith was very praife- worthy. They 
waited at Paris, while it was under deliberation of ' 
the council who fhould be appointed commander 
in chief. The duke of Touraihe offered his fer- 
vices to the king and council ; but they, as wcH 
as the dukes of Berry and Burgundy, remonftrated, 
that this command was not fit for him; They 
confidered, that as the Genoefe infifted on the 
king's brother, or one of his uncles, taking the 
command, the duke of Bourbon would be the 
mod proper perfon, and that be fhould have for 
his fecond the lord de Coucy. 

The Genoefe ambaffadors, having received a 
favourable anfwer from the king, and certain af- 
furances of being affifted with knights and men at 
arms from France, under the command of the 
dtdce of Bourbon, in the courfe of the year, were 
gready contented. They took leave of the king, 
and returned to their own country, to relate the 
good news, and make preparations accordingly. 

Vol. X. K Re^ot\.% 
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Reports of an invafioh oF Barbary were fooii 
fpread throughout France : to fome knigb||^ and 
fquires it was agreeable^ to others the contrary: 
all who were defirous of gomg thither could not, 
as it would have been at their own^charges, for no 
lord paid for any but thofe of his own houfehold. 
It was alfo ordered, that no one from France 
fliould make part of this expedition but fuch as had 
the king's leave ; for the council wifhed not the 
realm to be void of defence, and the Genoefe were 
exprefsly bound not to fuflfer any fervants to em- 
bark, Ijut folely fuch as were gentlemen, and men 
who could be depended upon. It was, befides, 
meant as a compliment to the knights and fquires 
of other nations who might wifli to join in the 
giterprife. This regulation gave pleafure to all 
foreign knights who heard of it. 

The duke of Bourbon, having accepted the com- 
mand, fent his fervant^ to Genoa, where they 
were to embark, to make the neceffary preparations 
lor him and his houfehold. The gallant count 
d'Auvergne, who was likewifc of the expedition, 
did the fame. The lord de Coucy, fir Guy de* 
la Trimouille, fir John de Vienne, and all the 
great barons and knights of France who had ob- 
tained leave to make part of this army, wer6 not 
behind hand in fending thither purveyances fuit- 
able to their ftate. The lord Philip d'An^itf 
count d'Eu, fir Philip de Bar, the lord de Har- 
court, fir Henry d'Antoing, did fo likewife. 
From Brittany and Normandy many great lords 
made preparations for this expedition to Barbary, 

as 
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aft well as from Hainault: among the lafl were 
Ac lord de Linge * and the lord de Havreth* 
Several knights came from Flanders ; and the 
duke of Lancafter had a ballard-fon, called Henry 
de Beaufort, whom, through devotion, he fent 
thither. He had him well accompanied by many 
knights and fquires of rank in England. 

The count de Poix was unwilling his baftard- 
fon, Evan of Foix, fliould remain behind, and 
had him properly attended by knights and fquires, 
as he wifhed him to keep his ftate grandly. Every 
one had taken care to fend before hand all he 
fhould want; and thofe at the greateft diflaace 
from Genoa, left their countries the middle of 
May, but it was about a month before all were 
affembled. -^^s 

The Genoefe were well pleali|i|^on their arrival, 
and made handfome and rich prefents to the chiefs, 
the better to fecure their affeftions. As the 
knights arrived, they were pofled adjoining each 
other, and^iUkm being muftered by the marfhals, 
amounted to fourteen hundred knights and fquires* 
They were embarked on board of fliips and galleys, 
that had been properly ^equipped for the voyage, 
on Saint John Baptift's day, in the year of grace 
1390. 

It wa»- a beautiful fight to view this fleet, with 
the emblazoned banners of the different lords 
glittering in the fun and fluttering in the wind^ 
and to hear .,the miDfl:rels and other muficians 

^ JjOxdi^Lmge. MSS. Ligne. 
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founding th^r pipes, clarions and trumpets, \vhofe 
founds were re-echoed back by the fea. When all: 
were embarked, they caft anchor, and remained 
that night at the mouth of the harbour ; but the 
fervants and horfes were left behind on fbore. A 
horfe worth fifty francs was on their embarkation 
fold for ten, as many of the knights and fquires 
were uncertain when, or if ever they fhould return^ 
and the keep of five horfes at Genoa was up- 
wards of a franc a day : they therefore, on de« 
parting, made of them what money they could^ 
but it was little enough* 

There were about three hundred galleys to 
tranfport the men at arms and archers, and up- 
wards of one hundred veflels for the purveyances 
and other neceffaries. On the morrow, at day- 
break, they weigbed anchor, and rowed coaftwifc . 
that and the fucceeding night. The third day, 
they made Porto-fino, where they lay that night : 
at fun-rife, they rowed to Porto-Venere, and 
again cafl: anchor. The enfuing morming they 
weighed and took to the deep, putting themfelves 
under the protection of God and St. George. 

When they had paffed the ifland of Elba, they 
encountered a violent tempeft, which drove them 
back by Gorgona, Sardinia and Corfica, into the 
gulph of Lyons, a pofition always dangerous ; but 
they could not avoid it, for the tempefl: was fo 
violent, that the ableft mariner could not do any 
thing to prevent theur running the utmofl rifk of 
deitru£tion : they waited therefore the will of God* 

. . This 
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This ftorm lafted a dzf and night, and difperfed 
the fleet. 

When the weather became calm and the fea 
tranquil, the pilots who were acquainted with 
thdfe feas fleered as direftly as. they could for the 
ifland of Commeres *, which is but thirty miles 
frota the town pf Africa, whither they bent their 
courfe. The matters of the veffels had held a 
council before they entered the gulph of Lyons, 
and determined, that fhould they part company, 
.they would rendezvous at the ifland of Commeres, 
and wait there until they were all aflembled. This 
plan was adopted ; and it was upwards of nine 
days before all were colleflied, fo much had they 
been fcattercd. 

The ifland of Commeres, though not large, is 
very pleafant. The lords there refreflied them- 
felves, and praifed God for having all met again 
without eflential lofs or damage. When on the^ 
eve of departure, the French lords, who took the 
lead, held a council on their future proceedings, as 
they were now fo near the port of Africa. 

We will for a while leave this expedition, and 
fpeak of events that happened in France, more 
particularly in Auvergne, 
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♦ Commeres. This ifland is called Conimbrea and Coml* 
reeves, in the printed and MS. editions. I fuppofe it mud 
mean Comino or Cumin, Cominum, and formeHy Hepheflia^ 
a fmall ifland in the Mediterranean > between Gozzo and Malta, 
belonginjr xo the knights of Malta. — Bauduan.^ 
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CHAP. XIII. 

AVMERIGOT MARCEL, CAPTAIN OF" THE PIL- 
JLAG1N6 COMPANIES, HAVING FORTIFIED I.A 
ROCHE PE VANDAIS, ON THE BORDERS OF 
LIMOUSIN AND AUVERGNE, IS BESIEGED^J^IT 
THE VISCOUNT DE MAUX, BY COMMAND OF 
THE KING OF FRANCE, 

TOURING the time of the affembly of this body 
^'^ of men at arms in France, for the expedi* 
tion to extend the Chriftian faith, and gain renown, 
there were another fort of men at arms wholly 
given up to plunder in Limoufin, Auvergne and 
Rouergue, who, in fpite of the truce, were con- 
tinually doing mifchief to thefe countries, which 
thought themfelves in fecurity. The king of 
France had caufed the truce to be publicly nodfied 
to the captains of the freebooters, particularly to 
Perrot le Bearnois, governor of Chalu^et, Ayme- 
rigot Marcel, Olim Barbe, captain of Donzac in 
Auvergne, who were pcrfonally named in the afl:, 
and were affured, that if the truce were in the 
fmalleft degree infringed, thcfe guilty of it Ihould 
be corporally puniftied, without hope of mercy. " 
This was done, that there might not be any excufes 
made from ignorance of the treaty. 

Some of the captains, fearful of a difgraceful 
death, or of incurring the king's indignation, kept 
the peace very well. Others did not, for which .. 
they paid feverely, as you will hear in the CQnti«^ 
jiuation of this hiftory. 

^ Yo 



You have before found it related in the courfe 
ofthefe chronicles, indited and arranged by me, 
fir John Froiflart, treafurer and canon of Chimay, 
how peace had been agreed on with oj^ny of the 
captains of caftles in Auvergne, Limbufin, |Rour 
ergue and Cahorfin, by the mediation of John 
couttt d'Armagnac, and Berald dauphin of Au- 
vergne, to whom they had futrendered their caf- 
tles for different fums of money. The captains 
were alfo, by thefe treaties, bound to renouncjej 
during the truce, the continuance of the warfare 
in France, and to accompany the count ^'.Ax- 
magnac to Lombardy or whither elfe he>pught 
lead them. r . , 

He was defirous to employ them in a warl^ wz$ 

' meditating againft the lord Galeas de Vifpnti, 

count de Vertus, for having difinherited his cou- 

fins german, the fons of his late uncl6 the lord 

Barnabo, as has been before mentioned. 

The count d'Armagnac and the dauphin of Au- 
vergne had*]aboured h^rd to gain over thefe.<:ap- 
tains, that the country might be at peace j and 
. for this end a large fum had been raifed in Au- 
vergne, Gevaudan, Rouergue, Cahorfin and I4- 
moufin, to the amount of two hundred thoufaixd 
francs. This tax preffed fo hard on rich and 
poor, that many were forced to fell their inherit- 
ance to obtain peace. They imagined, that hav- 
ing pud fuch fums, they fliould remain unmo- 
lefted by thefe robbers; but it was not fo in 
many places, more efpecially in thofe parts 
frhere Aymerigot Marcel had his garrifon. Not- 

K 4 wittvOL^xv^m^ 
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withftanding the fa£t that he had furtcndered| 

by capitulation, his caftle of Aloife, which is fitu* 

jited in the heart of Auvergne, to the count d'Ar-f 

magnac, he continued to do much mifchjef to the 

inhabitants. Aymerigot was fo rich as to be able 

to pay down, if neceflary, for his rajifom, one 

hundred thoufand francs, which he had gained by 

plunder during ten years that he had carriea on 

this trade. 

The count d'Armagnac was anxious to have 

Aymerigot among his followers to Lombardy, for 
two reafons : one was, to have his advice, as in 
jcvery thing relative to war he was fubtle and en- 
terprifing, and very able refpefting the fcalado of 
forts, and the mode of war to be carried on : he 
therefore caufed him to be told how defirous he 
was of his company, and that he would be a great 
gainer if he would join him. The other reafon of 
his wifli was, that if Aymerigot fliould remain be- 
hind, although he had fold Aloife, he might ftili 
do great harm to that country. 

Aymerigot diffembled in his negotiations with 
the count, and faid to thofe fent to him,— - 
f When I fhall witnefs the departure of the count 
d*Armagnac of Lombardy, and fee for certain 
diat he is in earneft, I do not think, from the 
inclination 1 feel towards him, that I fhall remain 
behind./ This was the only anfwer that could be 
pbtained from him. 

The count d'Armagnac refided in Commingesf 
and in the Touloufain, making his preparations^^ 
and coUefting men at arms. He would have 

hallened 
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haftened his expedition, if that to Africa had no|: 
interfered; but that delayed it for fome little 
time, for many knights and fquires, who were 
gone thither, had promifed him their affiftance^ 
a3 foon, as he fliould begin his march. The fud- 
dennefs of the invafion of Barbary deranged his 
plans, and likewife induced the more fpeedy ca- 
pitulations with the captains of the free com- 
panies. 

Aymerigot Marcel was much vexed that he had 
fold his caftle of Aloife, near St. Flour ^, for 
his importance was loft, and he was lefs fpared^ 
During the time he held it againft the whole* 
force of the country, he was dreaded and re- 
'fpeded by his companions in arms. He kept it 
always jn good repair and well provifioned ; for 
hts compofitioiis with the country round amounted 
jto' twenty thoufand florins yearly. He was quite 
melancholy, when he thought of his reduced ftate, 
and would not diminifli his treafure, \yhich he 
had gained by his robberies, now the means of 
increafing it w^re clofcd. He faid to himfelf, that 
he heartily repented what he had done, becaufe in 
his opinion the pillaging life he had led, taking 
all things into consideration, was not to be de- 
fpifed. At times, he converfed on this fubjeft 
with his former companions, and faid, — ' There 
is no pleafure nor glory in this world like what 
men at arms, fuch as ourfelves, enjoyed. How 
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* Saint Flour, — a town in Auvergne, 22 leagues from 
Cltrmoat-ferrandy 25 from Riom. 

happy 



I3S 

happy were we, when riding out in fearch of ad- 
ventures, we met a rich abbot, a merchant, or a 
firing of mules, well hdea with draperies, furs 
or fpices, from Montpellier, Beziers, or other 
places. All was our own, or at leaft ranfomed 
according to our will. Every day we gained 
money. The peafants of Auvergne and Limoufin 
loved us, and provided our caftle with corn, meal, 
baked bread, litter for our horfes, oats, hay, good 
wine, fet beeves, fheep and all forts of poultry: 
we lived like kings ; and when we went abroad, the 

' country trembled : every thing was ours, bdth in 
going and returning. How did I and the bourg 

'Copane take Carlat? and how did 1 and Perrot 
le Bearnois win Chalucet ? How did we, you and 
I, without other afliftance, fcale the ftrong caftle 
of Marquel, that belongs to the count-dauplfifi ? 
I only kept it five days, and was paid down on a 
table, five thoufand francs for it, of which I gave 
back one thoufand, from love to the count's chil- 
dren. By my troth, this was ^ profitable and 
pleafant life, and I feel myfelf much reduce4 by 
felling Aloife, which was ftrong enough to refifl ' 
any force that could be brought againft it ; and 
was befide, at the time of my furrendering, fa 
plentifully ftored with provifion and other necef- 
faries, that it would not have needed any thing 
for feven years to come. . I confider myfelf, there- 
fore, as deceived by this count d'Armagnac : in- 
deed, Olim Barbe and Perrot le Biarnois fore- 
warned me that I fhould repent when too late, and 

1 now 
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I- now find their words very true, for I moft ccr* 
tainly do repent haying parted with this caftle/ 

When his companions, who were now poor, 
thus heard Aymerigot complain, and perceived he 
was in earneft, they replied, — ^* Aymerigot, we 
are ready to obey your commands. Let us renew* 
the war, and confider what ftrong place we may 
feize on in Auvergne or Limoufm, and fortify it. 
We'fhall foon recover our loffes, and have full 
fcope for pillaging, as the count-dauphin and his 
•brother Hugh are now out of the country, with 
many other knights and fquires, on the expedition 
to Barbary ; and in particular the lord de Coucy, 
who is lieutenant for the king ov6r all thefe parts, 
js now likewife abfent on this fame expedition* 
We need not therefore fear him, nor the duke of 
Berry, who is at Paris, and has been fo fome time 
amufing himfelf.* 

* 1 know not well how to afl:,' faid Aymerigot; 
^ for though I am well inclined to follow what 
you advife, "yet as I am perfonally named in the 
treaties, I am particularly pointed at.' ^ Ah,^ 
anfwered his companions, * that need not mak/c 
any difference, if you be willing. You are no 
vaffal to tho^^kmg of France, and therefore owe 
him neither homage nor obedience. You are the 
king of England's man ; and your inheritance, 
which is now deftroyed, was in Limoufm. We 
make war to obtain a livelihood, for we muft live, 
and the Englifli will never be difpleafed with us 
for fo doing. All who wifli for gain will join us ; 
{tfid I think we may Ihew a fufficient caufe for 
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making war, by declaring we have not been paid 
the compolitions that are due to us from Auvergne. 
Let us fend, therefore, to the peafiuits of different 
villages (taking care, however, to be ftrong enough 
to enforce our orders), and tell them, that unlefs 
they compound with us, we will make war on 
them/ 

* Well, be it fo,' replied Aymerigot ; * but 
where can we at this moment fix our place of re- 
fidence?' Some of thetn faid, — ^ We know of a 
fort that is difmantled, belonging to the lord de 
la Tour, w hich no one guards. Let us go thither, 
and repair and ftrengthen it; and, when this h 
done, we will garrifon it, and overrun at our pltair 
fure limoufin and Auvergne.' 

* And where is this fort fituated ?' afked Ay* 
merigot. 

^ One league from la Tour,' anfwered thofe who 
were acquainted with it, and had well examined 
its fituation : * it is called la Roche de Vandais/ 

^ On my faith, you fay well : it is the very place 
for us,' replied Aymerigot ; ' and, although the 
lands are now feparated from its dependance, it is 
a mefne fief on Limoges. We will go and look 
at it, and, if worth while, take poffeffion and 
fortify itl' 

Having determined on this, they all went tq la 
Roche de Vandais, examined its ftrength minutely, 
and were more pleafed with it than before : they 
inftantly took poffeffion, and by degrees fortified 
the place before they made any excurfions or did 
harm to the country. Whqn they had made it 

fufficiently 
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fufficiently ftrong to withftand an attack or (lege, 
and the companions were all mounted, they began 
to overrun the more immediate neighbourhood, td» 
make prifoners ^nd ranfom them. They laid in 
ftores of flefli, meal, wax, wine, fait, iron, fteel, 
and other neceffaries; for nothing came amifs to 
them that was not too Jiot br too heavy. 

The inhabitants of the country were much 
aftonifhed at this, for they thought themfelves in 
perfeft fecurity on account of the truce between 
the two kings; but thefe robbers feiaed whatever 
they pleafed in their houfes, or in the fields, calling 
themfelves the Adventurers. The lord de la Tour 
had his town and caftle well guarded, for he was 
not well pleafed to have fuch neighbours a league 
from his refidence. The dauphinefs of Auvergne, 
a valiant lady and of great prudence^ who lived 
with her children in the ftrong caftle of the good 
town of Sardes *, fituated on the river Eveque, ^ 
did not think herfelf in fafety when fhe heard that 
Aymerigot and his band had fortified themfelves 
within la Roche de Vandais. She inftantly or- 
dered the garrifons of her caftles of Marquel, 
Ondable, Chillac and Bleref? to be fdnforced 
with men at arms, to avoid their being furprifed j 
for fhe much dreaded Aymerigot, ever fince he 
had received from her, in one payment, five thou- 
fand florins. 
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* Sardes — is Zarades, MSS. Q. if not Ardres, which is a 
town in Auvergne^ and on a fmall river that falls into the 
Allier ; but its name is not in the. map nor Gazetteer. 

t £kre. Q. Bkfle. 
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The countries of Auvergne and Limoufm liOvsr 
look alarm; and the knights and fquires, with the 
townfmen of Clei;mont, Montferrant and Riom, 
and the towns on the AUier, refolyed to fend notice 
of their fituatipn to the king of France. In thia 
they were joined by the dauphinefs ; but, during' 
this time, thofe in la Roche de Vandais fortified 
themfelves very ftrongly, and while about it they 
erefte\l huts covered with boughs for their horfes. 

When it was known to thofe who had beeii 
difbanded, and were now out, of pay, that Ay- 
merigot Marcel was continuing the war, they were 
much rejoiced: many came to offer him their 
fervices, and he had very foon more than he 
wifhed. None of them alked for pay, but folely ' 
to be retained by him, for they knew well that 
thofe under him would gain a fufBciency from the 
overplus of the plunder which he gave up to his 
men. Sometimes he made excurfions in the upper 
parts of the diftrift, and fometimes on the contrary 
fide, for no one ventured as yet to oppofe bim^ 
fo that his f;ame was fpread far and near. Nothing ^ 
was talked of in Auvergne and Limoufin but the 
robbers of la Roche de Vandais, and greatly was 
the country frightened by them. 
. The garrifon of Chalu9et, under the command 
of Perrot le Bearnois, adhered fteadily to the truce; 
and when he learnt that Aymerigot was thus 
haraffing the countries where the inhabitants ima- 
gined themfelves to be at peace with every one, 
he was much angered, and faid he behaved' veiy 
ill. He alfo fent to tell him not to cxpcGt any 

ailiftance, 
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afliftance, nor to be admitted into Chaluf et nor 
into any other place under his command. Ay- 
merigot was indifferent as to this, for he had plenty 
of places to retire to, in cafe of need, befide Cha- 
lu9et, and men enough. Th^re were befides 
numbers that had nothing to do, and wiftied for 
mifchief, who daily offered to increafe his forces* 

Perrot le Be^rnois forbade his men, under pain 
of death, to ip^idke any fallies injurious to the 
country people, for he declared he would mofl > 
>.'^3|pdHy and honourably abide by the letter of the 
^truce. Olim Barbe, however, captain of Donzac, 
(diffembled in this bufinefs, faying • publicly he 
would adhere to the terms of the truce ; but I was 
told that his men fqmetimes made , excurfions pri- 
vately, and, when they had coUefted any con- 
fiderable booty he infifted on having the advantage 
of it. 

The deputies from Clermont, Montferrant and 
Riom arrived at Paris, where they found the king, 
the (Juke of Bdrry, the duke of Touraine and fir 
Oliyer de Cliffon conftable of France. They ira- 
^ mediately waited on the duke of Berry and his 
council, to ftate the caufe of their coming, and to 
inform them that Aymerigot Marcel was pillaging 
Auvergne, and that evil-minded perfons were daily 
increafing. They entreated them for God's fake 
to provide *a remedy, for, if it were fuffered to 
continue m^ch longer, the whole of Auvergne and 
Limoufm would be completely deftroyed. 

The king and the duke of Berry were much 

aftonifhed on hearing this intelligence, for they 

- ^ thought 
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thought the whole country was a< peace, m tofU 
formity to the truce- 

The deputies were afked if the garrifons of Cha- 
luyet and Donzac remained quiet : they replied,— 

* they had no complaints to make againft any one 
but Aymerigot Marcel and his companions, who 
had fortified la Roche de Vandais.* 

' Well, ' replied the king and the duke of Berry^ 

* now, good people, return home, and look to us ; 
for we will fpeedily provide a remedy that (hall be 
fufficient : make what haft^.you can back, and tell 
this as our anfwer, to thofe who have fent you/ 
The deputies were well pleafed with this fpeech,^ 
and, having repofed themfelves for two days at 
Paris, they fet out on their return, having taken 
leave of the king and the duke of Berry. 

The king and his council did not delay attend* 
ing to this bufinefs, for the duke of Berry had 
large poffeflions in Auvergne, and urged them on. 
They confidered whom they (hould fend thither, 
for the lord de Coucy, the lieutenant of all the 
country, from la Rochelle to Bourdeaux, was now 
abroad in Barbary. He had, indeed, at his de- 
parture, appointed his coufm, fir Robert de Bu* 
thune vifcount de Meaux, his deputy during hb 
abfence. The council did not forget this, and 
thought he was beft entitled to the command. In- 
quiries were made where he was to be found, and 
they learnt that he was at his refidence at Cond6 
fur AJarne.. Letters were written to him, in the 
H name, far him to come to Paris, and the 
ikger haftening with them, found him and 

his 
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Ms Jidy at Conde. .Having delivered his letters, 
the vifcount read their contents, and faid he 
would inftantly obey the king's orders, as was but 
tight. _ 

Having made his preparations as fpeedily as he 
could, he left Conde and rode on to Paris, where 
he waited on the king and council. On entering 
the council-chamber, he was told, — ' Vifcount, 
make hafte and alTemble all your retainers of men 
at arms, for you muft immediately fet off for Au- 
▼ergne. There are bands of pillagers, of whom 
Aymerigot Marcel, as we are informed, is the 
chief, who rob and imprifon the country people. 
Let them be driven thence ; and If you can any 
way entrap Aymerigot, and deliver him up to us, 
we fhall have great joy. Orders have been given 
for you to receive the pay of your men at arms 
at Clermont in Auvergne ; and, wiih regard to 
your expenfcs thither, fpeak to our treafurer of 
the army. He has been charged to pay your 
fmaller expenfes, and to hurry you away, for the 
bufinefs requires it.' 

The vifcount replied he was quite ready, and, 
leaving the council, returned to his inn, where he 
employed perfons to write to fuch knights and 
fquires of the iile of France and in Picardy, who 
were his acquaintance and dependants, defiring 
them inftantly to fet out for Chartres, where they 
would find him prepared to mufter them. All to 
whom he had fent complied *ith his requeft ; 
for they Iqved him, and looked to htm as to an 
able captain. They were all at Chartres qn (he 
Vol. I. 1. appointed 
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^pointed day, and amounted to two honired 
lancet, good men and to be depended on. 

After they had been muttered, they left Chartxes, 
and took the road towards Auvergne, through the;, 
Bourbonnois. The ne-.vs of this affittance coming 
thither was foon fpread abroad, to the great joy of 
the inhabitants of Auvergne. It was fortunate (b 
much hafte had been made in forwardmg this 
force; for, had it been delayed fix days later^ 
Aymerigot and his troops had planned to ravage 
the country, between Clermont and Montferrant, 
and down the river Allier, and alfo the furround- 
ing country of Riom, a& far as Gannat*. Had 
thfy done fo, they would have plundered it of one 
hundred thou&nd francs at leaft ; for the parts I 
have mentioned are the very richeft in Auvergne. 
None could have oppofed them, for the whole 
country wa3 void of men at arms ; and the reports 
were, that Aymerigot s troops were more numerous 
than ever. 

Aymerigot and his men were prepared for thi» 
excurfion ; but they learnt, I know not how, whe-< 
ther firoin pilgrims or fpies, that a large body of 
men at arms was marching againft them, under the 
command of the vifcount de M eauz, to befiege 
and to drive them out of their fortrefs of la Rochf 
de Vandais. 

This intelligence made them defer their intended 
excurfion, and ihut themfelves within their fort^ 



^ Gjinost^— >a town tn the BourbomKHa, five ksgues fmi 
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for they forefaw they would be befieged. Ayme- 
tigot now began to repent what he had done, 
. for, (hould he be taken, no ranfom would be 
accepted for his life. He thus opened himfelf to 
fome of his companions : ' I am completely dlf- 
graced, by having followed bad advice, and 
avarice will be my ruin ; for I (hall be deftroyed 
without hope of ranfom.' They replied, — * Why 
are you now fo doubtful of yourfelf ? We know 
you are th^ moft powerful man at arms in thefe 
countries, and you have a good garrifon, well 
provided with all things. We are men of deter- 
mined refolution, as eager to defend our lives, as 
you can be to defend your own. You cannot be 
ruined without our fulFering with you ; if, unfor- 
tunately, you be made prifoner, you are (o wealthy, 
11 can eafily tempt them with your ranfom ; but 
our poverty mull prevent us from fo doing, and 
our heads pay the forfeit. We will therefore fell 
them as dearly as we can, and guard them to the 
utmolt of our abilities. Be not, therefore, alarmed 
at any thing you may fee or hear : we need not 
care for the fiege, if we manage our defence with 
prudence.' Thus did the companions of Aymeri- 
got Marcel comfort him. 

The vifcount de Meaux, with his men at arms, 
continued their march through Moulins, in the 
Bourbonnois ; but theduchefs of Bourbon, daugh- 
ter to the count dauphbi, received there the Tif- 
count and the knights very grandly, and enter- 
tained them at dinner. That evening they Jay at 
Saint Pour^ain. Thence they marched to Gannat, 
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Aigue-perfcs *, and Riom, where they halted. 
They then marched to Clermont, and were gladly 
received by the bifhop and the inhabitants. The 
men at arms received pay at Clermont, for a tax 
had been levied to this effe£t, and it was there de- 
livered to them. They continued their march to 
Notre Dame d'Orcinalf, four leagues from la 
Roche de Vandais. The vifcount de Meaux there 
fixed his quarters, as the knights and fquires from 
Auvergne and Limoufm had named this place for 
the point of affembly. When they were all col- 
led:ed, they amounted to more than four hundred 
lances, and one hundred genoefe crofs-bows. 
There were with the vifcount, the lor,d de Mon« 
tagu from the Vermandois, and his brother, the 
lord de DomnugK, fir Bernard de la Riviere, fir 
William le Bomlfiller, the lord de Domme, thei 
lord de la Roche, the lord de la Tour, fir Lewis 
d'Abiere t, the lord de Saint -Ampiffe, fir Robert 
Pauphin, with many more. 

The captains of the Genoefe wesjl- two valiant 
Iquires, called* Albert d'EfpinoUe and Callinace, 
Sir Lewis VEfglinelle, a gallant fquire, was at this 
time the vifcount's mafter of the houfehold. The 
Genoefe, as well as the whole army, was complptriy 
equipped witfi arms and other necelfaries, or they 
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* Aigufi-perfei,— a village in Limotafin, dioceic of Liiqpgea 
+ Ndtre Dame d'Orcinal^ — is. not in the Gazetteer^ but 

K6tre Dame de Roquemadour, which is thepame in the MSS. 

is a celebrate) ptlgrimage hi CLyttrcy, near It^c. 
i In tlie.MS. it 11 Gt Lms dAntibien. 

would 



Vould not liave paffed the mufler made by the 
vifcount de Meaux. 

The garrifon, under the command of Ayme- 
rigot Marcel and his uncle Guyot du Sel, in la 
Roche de Vandais, hearing that fo large a forc-e 
■was now advanced to Notre Dame de Roque- 
madour, with the intention of befieging ihem, 
called a general council, to confider how they 
could the moft effedually refifl it. They firft re- 
folved, they had not any occafion for horfes, fmce 
they would be prevented from uAng them by the 
liege. Tolerably near to la Roche de Vandais 
was another fort, called Saint Soupery, under the 
government of Aymerigot, where his wife refided, 
and whither he had fent the greater pare of his 
wealth. He gave orders for the fervants and horfes 
to be received in this fort, until better times. 

La Roche de Vandais was naturally ftrong, and 
the prefent garrifon had fortified it by every means 
in their power. The lord de la Tour was greatly 
blamed by the country for his neglect of it, as they 
faid it was from this circumftance that they were 
now fo haraffed ; and, if he had thought the expenfe 
of keeping a guard too great, why had he not given 
it up to the inhabitants oT the country, who would 
have difmantled it fo that no one would have ever 
■thought of repairing it ? whereas now the walls had 
been left entire, and the manfion tolerably good : 
fuch was the ftate in which Aymerlgot had found it. 
La Roche de Vandais is feparated from the high 
jnountains that furround it, and is feated on an 
L 3 infulated 
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infulated rock ; one fide of which they hid to 
ftrongly fortified that ic could only be approac&ed 
in front, and attacked by ikirmifhefs The fbrce^ 
under the command of the vifcount de Meauz, 
left Notre Dame de Roquemadour, and advanced 
to la Roche de Vanddis, which they laid fiege to^ 
and by degrees improved their quarters. "^JThe 
countefs*dauphine, on hearing that 4a Roche de 
Vandais was befieged, with a fuiiicient force under 
the vifcount de Meaux, was greatly rejoiced ; and 
ms (he imagined, from the halle in which he bad 
left P^ris, he might not have brought tents or pa* 
vilions with him, fhe inftantiv ordered two hand* 
fome tents belonging to her lord to be made ready 
and fent to him as a loan, for his better accommo- 
dation during the fi^^e. 

The vifcount received very thankfully thefe 
Unt$^ which came fo opportunely, and returned 
his bell compliments to the coimtefs for her a:- 
tentions* The lord de In Tour was a: home.' being 
but one league from his cattle^ io dut he Lad 
every thing he couid wiih for. 'J he other kcights 
and fquirc$ acccmxncdiited themietves ai y^dl as 
they could. They had proviuan in abuzKiaace and 
cheap, for ic was lent thither from all quarters. Ai 
it wa:> cac nuddle of Augutr, the weather was wona 
aad pkalant, and the k£%hu were ceia£crt;iblv 
lod^evi under huts wskk of green boughi. 

iiitel%en<:e was bzcu^ to the army (hat ^^^^_ 
theux fuipkious kft the iK^hbeanBg psaSxst o£ 
Chalu<|et and X>mzk wc^ki tottte tofpxSuTj. xid 
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one morning or evening, when they were off their 
guard, come and attack them, to force them to 
raife their fiege. The vifcount de Meaux and his 
-'.knights held a council on this intelligence, and re- 
folved to fend a herald to Perrot le Be'arnois, go« 
vernor of Chalu9et, and to Olim Barbe at Donzac, 
to know whether they were at war or peace with 
thefe garrifons, and according to their anfwer to 
prepare thenifelves. 

The herald, being inftrufted as to what he waJ 

to fay and how he was to aft, departed, and, on his 

arrival at Chalu9et, accidentally found Perrot le 

B^arnois at the barriers amufmg himfelf with his 

companions in throwing the bar. He difmounted, 

I and alked for the governor. On his being pointed 

' but, he advanced towards him, and punilually; de- 

"Uvered the meffage he had been charged with. 

Perrot replied, — r* Herald, you will tell your maf- 

I ters, who have fent you hither, that we mean as 

' loyally atid truly to Veep the truce which has been 

concluded between France and England, as we ex- 

pe£t it will be kept with us. Should any of our 

I people infringe the fmalleft article of it, and we be 

made acquainted therewith, we will lay hands on 
them, if it fliould he in our power, and inBift 
fuch punifhment as they deferve and as we have 
promifed to execute on them. I wifh you would 
I alfo tell your mafters, that what Aymerigot Marcel 

[ has done was without any advice from us, to whom 

[ he never fpoke on the fubjeft. We have forbidden 

^H him or his people to feek refuge within our do- 
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main, and fhould they think of fo doing it will ill 
befal thenu' 

The herald was condu&ed within the fort, and 

. /entertained at dinner ; after which he took his 
leave, • ^nd Perrot, out of love to the lords of 
{•"ranee, prcfented him with ten francs* The he- 
rald received them thankfully, and departed for 
Donzac, where he faw the govemt)r Olim BarbCji a 

r Gafcon. He addrefled him as he had done Perrot, 
and received for anfwer ^ that he would not on ^qy 

. account infringe the tyuce, for by fo doipg he ihould 
|>e difgraced. Tlie herald dined at the cafUe of 
Don^ac, anc^^ on talking leave, had ten francs 
given to him. H? returned to h Roche de Van-' 

. dais, where he was fuirounded by knights and 
fquires awpous to hear the ^nfwers fie ha4 brought. 
The hei-ald minutely relate^ every thing that had 
pafle4 ; and the vifcount d? Meaux and his com- 
panions were more eafy refpefting Perrot le Bev 
nois a;id Olim Barbe than before \ without fear 
froni that quarter, they continued their fiege; with 
gre^tef vigour, 
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CfiAP. XIV. 

AVMERIGOT MARCEL ENDEAVOURS, BUT IN VAjy, 
TO RAISE THE SIEQE OF LA ROCHE DE VAN DAIS, 
BY LETTERS AND MESSAGES TO THE KING OP 
ENGLAND, THE DUKE OP LANCASTER, THE VIS- 
COUNT D£ MEAUX^ AND EVEN TO THE DUKE OF 
3ERRVt 

• "TJURING the fiege of la Roche de Vandais, 
, '*-^ which lafted for nine weeks, there were con- 

• ftant Ikirmilhes between the two parties, in which 
' many were wounded by the crofs-bows, for the 

Gtlibefe are expert'markfmen. The garrifon had 
much the advantage of the befiegers, and I will 
tell *you how. They could fally forth whenever 
they pleafed, for it would require fix thoufand 
men at leaft to have completely furrounded the 
caftle. When the fiege firft * took place, Ayme- 
rigot felt that he was afting wrong j but to turn 
the matter as much to his advantage as he could, 
and if poflible preferve la Roche de Vandais, he 
determined to fend one of his men, who was well 
fpoken, to England, with credential letters to the 
king and the duke of Lancafter. 

Aymerigot opened the matter to his uncle, 

GuyotduSel, who, though about fixty years of 

age, was well acquainted with arms and with man« 

kind. Guyot approved of the manner in which 

' |))s neph^ intended a£ttn^, and faid, that to fend 

a perfon 
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a perfon well fpoken, and well infornledy to Eng« 
land, would not be lofl: pains. They feleded a 
varlet who had been educated by them, and in* 
flrufted him as follows : * We will condud; thee in 
fafety out of this fort, in fpite of our enemies, and 
give thee money fufficient for the journey thou art 
to perform, as well as for thy other wants. Thoa 
wilt carry to England thefe three letters ; one to 
the king, one to the duke of Lancafler, and the 
other to the king's council ; which thou wilt punc<* 
tually deliver. Thou wilt recommend me hand- 
fomely to them ; and, as thefe are credential let* 
ters, they will aik, * What is the objcSt of thy 
coming ?' Thou wilt fay, that Aymengot Marcel, 
their little foldier and fubjed, who is firm in ld% 
obedience to iheir will, is befieged in a (mall for( 
belonging to the king of England, as one of the; 
mefne iiefs of Limoufin ; that thofe who are before 
it exert themfelvcs to their utmoll to gain the 
place, and make him and his companions pri-* 
foners ; that the beiiegers are fent thither by the 
king of France, under the command of a coufin to 
the lord de Coiicy, called fir Robert vifcount de 
Meaux j that the objeft of this miiBon k to requeft 
the king of EnglaAd, his council, and the duke of 
Lancafler, as lieutenant for the ki ig in the Borde- 
lois, to write to the vifcouat de Meaux to depart 
inftantly fro^ before la Roche de Vandais with jdl 
his men. ©e fure to have inferted in the letters 
for the vifcount, that he be careful not to infringe 
the truce figned at Leqlinghen, or to dread the 
co^fequences, becaufe I know not wi^at effeQ 

ihefc V 
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thcfe letters. may have on the vifcount, nor what 
anfwer he will make, for he is a ftrange fort of a 
ipacu ». Obtain, like wife, letters from the king, the 
cpimdl, and the duke of Lancafter, to the duke of 
JBerr)^; for, if he pleafe, the liege will be in- 
njihtji^ r^fed. Manage to bring back with thee> 
fOrTOy greater credit, one of the knights of honour 
to the king or the duke of J^ancafler, or Derby 
the herald. Salute him from me, and fay, if he 
will accompany thee, (for he is an able negotiator, 
and well acquainted with the duke of Berry and 
the lords of France,) I will give him one hundred 
francs. Keep well in thy memory all I have faid, 
and tell every one to whom thou fhalt fpeak, that 
this little fort, whicl>l have garrifoned, will be very 
convenient to the Englifli on the renewal of the 
war ; f©r it is fituated on the borders of Auvergnc 
and Limoulin, and thofe countries may be made to 
contribute upwards of two hundred thou fand francs 
in one feafon,' 

Aymerigot Marcel having, in the prefence of 
his uncle, well tutored his inefleiiger, and givea 
him bis credential letters, and one hundred francs 
for his expenfes, he was efcort^d from the fort at 
xmdnight, mi foot, to another fort belonging to 
Aymerigot, <^ed Saint Soupery. He there chofe 
the beil horfe, as they were all at his difpofal, for 
he had a long journey to make, and pafled through. 
France as a native of the province of Auvergne. , 
On his arrival at Calais, he made acquaintance 
with fir John Beauchamp^ the governor, to whom * 
hp told a part of his bufinefs, that he might be 

the 
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the fooner forwarded on his journey. This fuo 
xreeded 9 for fir John ordered him an immediate 
paflTage to Dover^ whence, on having his faorfe 
put on fhore, he continued his road to London^ 
and there arrived in a day and a half. He was 
fortunate to find the king, his two uncles of 
Lancafter and York, with the council, at the 
palace of Weftminfter, confidering the affaurs of 
Northumberland, and what force t|iey fhould 
fend thither, for the Scots no way obferved the 
truce. 

The meffenger from Aymerigot having intruded 
the fubjeft of his coming to the mafter of the iiw, 
where he put up, he condufied him to Weft- 
minfter, and procured him admiilion to the duke 
of Lancafter^ who had arrived before die other 
counfellors, and was in the prefence-chamber. 
He prefented the duke with the letter addrefled to 
him, who, having opened and read it, took the 
meffenger afide tg learn th^ caufe of his arrival. 
The varlet related to him every particular where- 
with Aymerigot had charged him. The duk^, 
having heard him, aiked if he had more letters. 
He replied, * One fpr the king, and another for 
the council.' ^ It is well,' anfvverad the duke ; 
* I will obtain for you an audience,' and gave 
orders to one of his attendants to take care of 
him. 

The duke entered the council-chamber, and, 
when he faw a favourable opportunity, mentioned 
the arrival of Aymerigot 's meffenger: by his motion, 
the varlet was introduced, and prefented his letters 

to 



to the king and to the council. When they were 
read, he was defired to explain the objed of his 
mii&on; Being well tutored, and not afraid of 
fpeakingy he was not abafhed, otherwife he need 
riot, have made the journey, and he explained I'd 
eloquently the reafons of his coming, and the 
wiflies of Aymerigot, that he was attentively liftened 
to. When he had told all he was charged with, 
he was informed that they would cdnfider the 
matter, and that he fhould have an anfwer to his 
demands. 

He then quitted the council-chamber, and waited 
for the anfwer to the letters. He was told that 
the king would write to the vifcount de Meaux. 
and to the duke of Berry^, in the manner Ay me- " 
rigot had defired. The duke of Lancaftei; pro- 
mifed to do the fame, and that thefe letters fhould 
be delivered by an Englifh fquire attached to the 
duke ; and that Derby the herald fhould crofs the 
fea, and accompany them when they gav? their 
iet^rs, to aid their fuccefs ; for he'was well known 
to many lords in Auvergne, particularly to the 
duke of Berry. 

Aymerigot's meffenger was very happy to hear 
this, and followed fo clofely the duke of Lancafler 
that in a few days the letters were written, and 
the gentleman, whofe name, I believe, was Cher- 
bury, who was to carry them, received orders of 
departure. The herald Derby moft willingly went 
with him, for Aymerigot's varlet had told him 
fioxa his mafler, that if he would crofs the fea, 

. he 
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lie (hould receive one hundred francs on lii$ arrita! 
at la Roche de Vandais. 

, The ietters being fealed, thefe three took their 
. leave of the duke of Lancafter, and haftened ta 
Dover: they crofied to Calais in a paflage-bc^^ 
where they lay that night, and at low water dif- 
cmbarkcd their horfes, and on the morrow rode to 
Boulogne. They paffed through Picardy to PariSj 
but, making no flay there^ continued their journey 
to Auvergne. 

When arrived at Limoges and the environs of 
la Roche de Vandais, they cautioufly advanced to 
enter the caftle privately; but, on confideration, 
the fquire and herald did not think it prudent to 
enter la Roche de Vandais, but fent the mefiehget 
forward, faying they could now find the way 
themfelves, and that it would not have a good 
appearance fhould they be feen with him, for it 
would look as if he had been fent to Ijring them 
from England ; and that what they had to fay t9 
the vifcount de Meaux would come with miore 
weight as from the king of England himfelf, than , 
if any others had interfered in it. 

The varlet agreed to their reafons, and, at night* 
fall, returned to the fort, by a road he was ac- 
quainted with, without any hindrance from the 
befiegers. He there found Aymerigot Marcel, 
his uncle Guyot du Sel, and the other companions, 
who made him good cheer, and were aflonifhed tl)at 
he could have returned fropi England in fo fewdays. 
He related every thing that had paffed, and thai 
a fquire from the duke of Lancafler and Derby the 

herald 
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heFiild had accompanied hlin with letters from the 
king and the duke to the vifcount de Meaux and 
to the duke of Berry, (hould there be occafion. 

* And why did they not come with you hither ?* 
afked Aytnerigot. ' Through prudence, as they 
told me,' replied the varlet, 'for they will under- 
take the commiflion and delivery of their letters 
themfelves, and think it better than that any ap- 
peiirance ofcollufion (hould be feen between you 
and them.' * They aft wifely,' faid Guyot du Sel, 
' and (hew by this, that the king of England and 
the duke of Lancafter fend them, of their own 
accord, and that they are interefted in the matter.' 

* Such are tlieir intentions,' anfwered the mef- 
fenger . 

Aymerigot was delighted on heating this, and 
told his varlet that he had done juftice to his coni. 
miflionj and in a few days he would handfomely 
reward him for it. The Englilh fquire and Derby 
rode on for la Roche de Vandais, to the piace 
where the befiegers lay, and enquired for the 
quarters of the vifcount de Meaux, On being 
conduced thither, they found the vifcount amufmg 
himfelf with feeing the bar thrown. 

On their approach, they bowed, which civility 
he returned, and aikcd, ' whence they came.' 
They replied, * from England, and that they were 
fent by the king and the duke of Lancafter.' 

* You are welcome,' faid the vifcount; 'but what 
bufinefs can have brought you to this wild country?' 

* My lord,' anfwered Derby, 'this is a fquire 
attached to the duke of Lancafter, who brings you 
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letters from the king of England and from hi* 
lord, which, if you pleafe, you will read. I have 
accompanied him, becaufe I am fo well acc|u2Unted 
vnth this country^ to ferve him as a guide.' 

The fquire prefented his letters, whidh the 
vifcount, after examining the feals, knew to be 
authentic, and to come from England. He called 
one of his men afide who could read, and had 
their contents repeated over two or three titnct-^ 
until he was fully mafter of them. He wat^Hr 
while penfive, for the king of England had writtett^ 
to complain that he was day and night o(?cupyi!ig 
a. part of his territories with a large army, and' 
doing afts to infringe the truce, which he , ought 
not to do, being direftly contrary to the articles' 
tliat had been fworn and fealed between him and 
his adverfary of France ; and that, as foon as he 
ihould have perufed thefe letters, he muft raife* 
the fiege, march away his army, and leav^ Ayme-^ 
ligot Marcel in peaceable pofleffion of a caftle 
which had coft him fuch large fums to fortify." 
Such, and many other expreflions in favour of 
Aymerigot, did thefe letters contain. 

The letter from the duke of Lancafter DTas 
nearly fimilar to thofe from the king and council j 
for he was fovereigri lord and duke of Aquitaine. 

The vifcount de Meaux, 'having confulted fome 
of his friends, faiid to the fquire and the herald,— 
* My fair firs, the intelligence . you have brought 
demands full confideration : I will advife upon it,' 
and you fhall foon have my anfwen* They were 
then conduced to the vifcoiint^s tent, to partake 
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oF his wine. During this, a council was fammoned -, 
of ihe lord de la Tour, fir William le Bouteiller, 
fir Robert Dauphin^ fir Louis d'Abiere, the lord 
de Montagu, and fir Berald de la Riviere, for this 
laft was of the houfehold of the vifcount. 

When they were aflembled, the vifcount ex- 
plained to them the caufe, and laid before them 
the letters he had received. The knights were 
much furprifed how intelligence of their fiege could , 
have been carried to England for fuch letters to be 
fent from thence, as their fiege had not lafted one 
month. ' I will tell you what I imagine,' laid 
the vifcount : * this Aymerigot is a cunning 
fellow ; and the moment he perceived we intended 
befieging him, he fent a perfon to England ten i 
Tcqueft fuch letters might be written as are now 
before you, and which I fliall obey or not as I pleafe. 
I inform you, that I ftiall inftantly anfwer them : 
but, in regard to the orders of the king of Eng- 
land and the duke of Lancafter, I fliall not pay any ■ 
attention to them, for I am no way bound to obey 
them, but folely the king of France, my lord, who 
has intrufted me with this command, and fent me 
hither. Let the herald and fquire be introduced, . 
and I will give them my anfwer.* 

They were fought for, and conducted to the , jj 
aflembly of the vifcount and his knights ; when in 
their prefence, they bowed their heads, and the 
vifcount thus fpoke : * You Derby, and you 
Thomas Cherbury, for fuch I think are the names 
you are d«figned by in the letters which you have 
brought from the king of England and the duke 
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of Lancafter. They have been mformed, it fecms^ 
(but I know not how, whether by a ^leflfehger 
frbm Aymerigot Marcel or fome friend of his, 
who has been in his name to England) that I am 
quartered wi^ a large anny on the lands of the 
king of England, and order me inftantly to ndfe 
the fiege, march away my men^ and leave Ay- 
merigot in peaceable pofleffion of the fmall fort 
that has coft him fo large a fum to repair and 
Ifarengthen* 

^ They tell me likewife, that I am rifking my 
own difhonour, by thus infringing a truce, which 
has been agreed to for three years, between the 
kings of France and England, and their allies. 
I declare to you, my fair firs, that I will hot, .by 
any means, violate the fmalleft article of the truce, 
nor ihall it be infringed, by any z6t of mine^ 
during my refidence here. 

^ I am the king of France's fubjed, my liege 
lord, who has ordered me hither as his marfhal, 
for the prefent, from the complaints that have 
been made him, by the nobles and other inhabi- 
tants of the countries of Auvergne and Limoufin, 
of the great damages they have fuffered from 
Aymerigot Marcel, who has feized a fort on the 
confines of thefe two provinces that had been 
absmdoned, and was never again intended to *be 
inhabited, which he has repaired and ftrengthened, 
not as a nianfion, or houfe for recreation, but as 
a cafUe and rendezvous for robbers and maraud^s. 
I am therefote ordered hither to defend and guard 
Hw country againft fuch pillagers as may be 

colIeSed 
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colleded wiihm this fort, called la Roche de 
Vandais, to prevent their increafe in numbers and 
in wickednefs, and to arreft all of them I may be 
able to lay hold of, that they may fuffer the pu- . 
nilhment due to their crimes. In confequence,. 
my fair firs, I Ihall ftridly obey the commands I 
have received, and loyally acquit myfelf of my i 
duty. Of courfe, therefore, I fhall not move 
from hence for any orders I may receive, until I 
Ihall have pofleflion of this fort and the garrifon 
that now holds out againll me and my com- 
panions. 

* Should Aymerigot Marcel fet up a plea, that 
I have any way broken the truce, which is equi- 
valent to a perfeft peace for the time, let him ■ 
come forth, and I will have him fought with by 
as good, if not a better, man than himfelf, and ' 
prove that it is he alone who has, and continue* 
to violate the articles of the truce. Now, my , 
fair firs, having maturely weighed every things ' 
I have given you my anfwer, and you may retura 
when you pleafe ; but I beg that, on your return, 
you will neither add to nor diminifli any part of 
what 1 have faid to you ; for reporters, by not 
relating the exaft words in which any converfatioij 
has taken place, do not truly inform their lordj 
of the matter.' 

* My lord,' replied the fquire, * Derby and- , 
myfelf are come hither folely to hear what anfwef 
you Ihall be pleafed to niake us, and carry it 
back, and fmce ysu have done fo, we need not 
longer remain.' 

M a The^ 
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They took leave of the vlicount, who ordered . 
ten francs to be given the herald, out of affedion 4- 
to the king of England, who had fent him, and 
regard for the duke of Lancafter, to whom he was 
attached. When they were on the road to Cler- 
mont, for they faid they had come that way, and 
would return by the fame, and when they had 
advanced about half a league, the following con- 
vcrfation pafled between them : * We have had ill 
fuccefs : we muft wait on the duke of Berry, who 
Kves^ in Auvergne/ *He is lord, of this whole 
country,' faid Derby, * and himfelf duke of Berry 
and Auvergne. If he will order the vifcount de 
IVleaux to decamp, he muft do fo, for he dare not 
difobey him. As we have letters to him frojn the 
king and the duke if Lancafter, it is but right he^ . 
ihould fee them, aUd that we fhould know his in^. 
tention on their fubjeft/ Thus did they converfe 
until they arrived at Clermont. They were made 
welcome, for the herald was well acquainted in 
thefe parts, having been there before ;vtnd whea 
any queftions were afced, who and what they were, 
they declared themfelves meffengcrs from the king 
of England. Having inquired where the duke 
lefided, they were told at a handfome caftle, called 
la Nonnette* The herald knew it well, und, 
leaving Clermontj they rode to Vioire,*, and: 
thence to la Nonnette, but the mountain is very 
fteep on which is fituated the caftle. On their, 
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^rrivJiI) they found numbers of the duke's ferVantS 
playing in the fquare before the caftle-gate. The 
lierald was luiown to many of them, and conduced 
to the dultii^^ Berry, who, m cdnfideration of his 
regard to the king of England and the duke of 
I^ncafter, ordered him and his companion to be 
will taken care of. 

The fquire bemg the bearer of the letters from 
th.e king, prefented them to the duke, who, having 
read them twice flowly through, paufed a little, 
and then gave fuch courteous anfwers as both were 
fatisiied with ; for he feid, * from his affeftioh to 
his coufms, he would do all in his power to com- 
ply with their requefts*' The herald and fquire 

.concluded from this, that they fhould completely 
Xucceed in. their miflion^ and were in high fpirits y 
but, as you (hall hear, they were difappbi^ted. 
. The duke of Berry was not neglefliful of the 
bufinefs, and exerted himfelf to have the fiege of 

.la Roche de Vsmdais ,raifed, from his regard to the 

^^king of England and the duke of Lancafter, who 
entreated it { and engaged^ that if Aymerigbt 

'Marcel were lefi in the quiet pofieilion of bis fort, 
he fhould not, hereafter, inoleft the. country, and 
that he fhould make any reparation to the king of 

.France for having offended l\jm. The duke of 
Berry, anxious to oblige the Englifli who were in 
his caftle, wrote letters to this purport to the 

, vifcounc de Meaux ; and, before they were fealed, 

:.had them read to his guefts, who were exceedingly 
pleafed with their contents. 
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The letters were difpatched by an able fquire of 
the duke to the vifcount deMeaux, who, hav- 
ing learnt their contents, fummoned his principal 
knights, and had them again read in their pre- 
fence, during the time the fquire who had brought 
them was made welcome ; for, out of love to the 
duke of Berry, they gave him good cheer. * Gdi- 
tlemen,' faid the vifcount to his companions, ^ we 
ihall never have peace fince the duke of Berry 
fupports Aymerigot, who is the greateft enemy 
Auvergne and its poor inhalntants have ever had, 
and for thefe bit twelve years has fo fore op- 
preJBTed them. I thought the duke hated hiiii ; 
but it feems I was miilaken, for he commands me 
to break up the fiege. I will not at this moment 
obey his orders, but excufe myfetf from fo doing, 
by the commiffion I have received from the king 
^pur lord, who ftridly enjoined me, on leaving 
Paris, not to quit this place for any orders I 
might recdve, except^ they c^me frx>m hirpfelf, 
until I had conquered the fort of la Roche de 
Vandsds, and taken Aymerigot by fair or foul 
means. The duke now commands me to raife die 
fiege, the inftant I have read his letters ; but, by 
my £nth, I will do no fuch thing/ 

^ Sir,' replied the knights and fquires of Au- 
vergne, ^ you lay loyally and well : we will keep 
fteady to you. We fuppofe that my lord of Berry 
is induced.to write thus in frivour of his enemies, 
by fimilar letters from the king of England and the 
duke of Lancafttf to thofe you have received^ 
which the herald andEngliib fquire have carried to 
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Im/ * I dare fay you have gueffed right,' Twd 
vifcount : ' I will, if 1 can, find out the truth 

_ he fquire was Called in to receive his anfwer, 
and, when in the prefence of the afferabled knights, 
the vifcount thus addreifed him, calling him by his 
name, for he knew him well : * Peter, I wifli you 
to underftand that I owe, and am defifous of pay- 
ing, all obedience to my lord of Berry, for he is 
fo noble, and fo nearly related to the king, that I 
fliould be forry to do otherwife, but myfelf and 
companions, whom you fee, have been for thefe 
five weeks before this fort, to take it and the thieves 
who garrifon it, by pofilive orders from the king 
and his council. We wonder, therefore, and not: 
■without reafon, how my lord of Berry can entreat 
U3 in favour of his enemies, and defire us to raife 
the fiege and march away. We all agree in de- 
claring that, if it were done, we Ihould give the 
grcateft encouragement to all thieves who in future 
may overrun the kingdom, and Induce them to 
commit the greateft outrages. Peter, you will tell 
the duke of Berry from us all, and from me in par- 
ticular, that we are ready and willing to obey his 
commands, but that I have been fo pofitively or- 
dered to continue this fiege, with as much vigour 
and patience as poflible, until I be mafter of the 
place and garrifon, that I dare not a£t contrary ; 
and fay, that I fhall not obey any other commands 
but thofe of the king, whofe fubjeft I am, and who 
has fent me hither. I beg of you, Peter, to tell 
me one thing, if it is not an improper ^ueAion for 
M 4 you 



i 



168 

you to anfwer, how comes it that my lord of Berry 
:fuc«, in favour of Aymerigot Marcel, who has done 
fuch mifchief to Auvergpeand Limoufin, now that 
he is in a £ur way of being caught and puniflied 
for his wickednefs and breach of faith in the articles 
of the truce?* '^ 

The fqujre replied, * Two Engliflimen, a herald 
and another, have come to the duke, with iigpty 
prefling letters from the king of Engird and the 
duke of Lancafter in favour of Aymerigot.* * I 
readily believe, you/ faid the vifcount: *it is 
Derby the herald, and a fquire called Cherbury, 
•who likewife brought me the other day letters 
fimilar, I fuppbfe, to thofe you mention. Say 
alfo from me, in addition to vrhat I have before 
^fppken, that I beg my lord of Berry to confider 
well this matter ; that letters thus obtained from 
. lords on the other fide of the water deferve no at- 
tention from lords on this fide, who love the ho- 
. nour or advantage of the kingdom of France.' 

^ My lord,' anfwered the fquire, ^ be aiTured 
that I will repeat ev^ry word you have faid to the 
. 4uke of Berry, for Aymerigot is not fo much in 
: my favour but I would rather fee his puniihment 
.than his deliverance.' On this, the fquire took 
• leave of the vifcount and knights prefent, moxmted 
bis horfe, and rode to la Nonnette, where he re*, 
lated to the duke of Berry^ that the vifcount de 
Meaux would not, for any other commands but 
thofe diredly from the king, break up his fiege. 
This anfwer was not very agreeable to the duke, 
Mho imagined he was of that importance, his let- 
ters 
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ters ought to have attention' paid them in France, 
or at leaft in Auvergne. When Derby and his 
companion learnt the purport of the anfwcr, they 
were much caft down, for they faw they had la- 
boured in vain. They a&ed the duke, what they 
were now to do, * Shall we leave you with un» 
fatisfaftory anfwers to our king and the duke of 
Lancafter ? who had the fuUeft hope you would 
have had the fiege of la Roche de Vandais raifed, 
for it is within your territories/ 

* A little patience/ replied the duiae: * Aymerl- 
got is in a very ftrong place, and, unlcfs fome un- 
fortunate accident happen, cannot for a long time 
be taken. I mull (hortly go to Paris ; and, when 
there, I will prefs the matter warmly with the king 
and his council, fince my good coufins of England 
are Xo earneft in the matter. You ' both fhall ac- 

M. 

company me, and witnefs the exertions I make/ 
. This fpeech contented the fquire and the herald. 

Within four days afterward, the duke fet out 
from la Nonnette, leaving there the duchefs and the 
. greater part of his houfehold> and went to Riomin 
Auvergne. He waited there eight days for the 
count de Sancerre and the lord de Renel *, whom 
he had fent to Avignon on his private affairs. 
On their arrival, they fet out together through the 
. Bourbonnois, and by a Ihort day's journey, came 
to Bourges, where they tarried two days. On the 
third, the duke departed, and came to Mehun fur 
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Tevrc*, where he had one of the handfomeft 
caftles in the world ; for the duke had expended 
upwards of three hundred thoufand francs in build- 
ing and ornamenting it. 
He remained there a fortnight, to the great un* 

. eafinefs of the two Engliflimen who were fuitors 
for Aymerigot; but, as they could not help it, 

' they diffembled their thoughts. Indeed, the duke 
no longer intended interfering about him, and I 
will explain why. The count de Sancerre^ the 
lord de Renel and fir Peter Mefpin were his prin- 
cipal advifers: they heavily charged Aymerigot 
with feveral crimes, gently blaming the duke, and 
faying it was unbecoming him to interfere in the 
affairs of fo notorious a pillager, whofe whole life 
had been infamous ; that he had committed fuch 
difgraceful ads in Auvergne and Limoufin^ it 
would be improper to fpeak in his favour, and 
that he ought to be left for the king's juitice to 
jpunifh. This, and fpeeches (imilar to it, had fo 
cooled the duke as to prevent him from thinking 
longer on the fubjed ; but the two Engliflmien 
did not mcgledt their duty in reminding the duke 
of it, who, diflembling his real opinion, cdorte- 
oufly anfwered, * Have patience : we Ihall focA 
be at P^s/ Notwithfhnding this, he fl31 re* 
inained at Mehun fur Tevre more than three 



♦ Mffhiw fur Yerw, Chatfcs VII. boih a hige cafOe, or 
prab&Ux K|Mued this of tlie duke of Berry, whema he Sfoi 
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weeks, planning new improvements with his mafter 
6f the works, Andrew Beau-neveu, in fculpture 
and painting ; for in fuch arts he took great de- 
light, and was well (killed in them. There was 
not a more able nnan in this refped than mafter 
Andrew Qeau-neveu, in any country, as may \^ 
judged from the many fine works he executed in 
France, Hainault (his' native country), and Eng- 
land, where^ they now remain. 



CHAP. XV. 

AYMERIGOT marcel having LEVT la ROCHE 
DE VANDAIS, TO SEEK SUCCOUR FROM OTHER 
PLLLAGERS, HIS LIEUTENANT, GOYOT DU SEl, 
JS SURPRISED BY AN AMBUSCADE, AND THE 
PORT SURRENDERS ON CAPITULATION. 

T WILL now relate what happened to Ayme^ ' 
rigot Marcel, and to his fort of la Roche de 
Vandais. He had a quick imagination, and con- 
cluded, fronMhe continuance of the fiege, that the 
letters from theidng of England and the duke of 
Lancafter had failed in the effeft he looked to from 
them. .He therefore thought of another expe-* 
dient, which was to leave his cafUe and ride night 
and day unto the garrifons in Perigord and other 
places, to call upon Guyonxxet de Sainte Foiz, £r- 

nauton 
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nauton de Sainte Colombe, Ernauton de Rodent^ 
John de Morfen, Peter d'Anchin, Remonnet de 
Copane» with other gafcon and bearnols men at 
arms of the Englifh party, and entice them by 
fair fpeeches to enter Auvergne for the fake of 
plunder, and then to advance to la Roche de 
Vandais, fome morning or evening, and capture 
the knights and fquires before it, which would 
bring them more than one hundred thoufand francs 
for their ranfoms, without counting fmaller articles 
of pillage. 

He explained his whole plan to his uncle, Guyot 
du Sel, and aiked his opinion. He replied, 
that he very much approved of it, for that he 
faw no other means of being delivered from the 
French. ^Well, uncle/ faid Aymerigot, Viince 
you approve, I will undertake it ; but I muft beg 
one thing .of you before I fet out.' * What is 
that?* replied Guyot. * It is, that during my 
abfence. you never fally out of the caftle, nor 
open the barriers, whatever fkirmifhes the French 
may make, for you may lofe more than you can 
gain/ ' I will take care not to do it,* anfwered 
Guyot : * we will remain fhut up here, until your 
return or until we hear fome newstif you.* * In- 
deed, my good uncle, I beg it of you, for we cannot 
vex them more than by keeping withih our walls: 
as for their attacks and fkirmifhes, we do not value 
them.* 

Within three days after, Aymerigot left the 
caftle attended only by a page, and began his 

journey 
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journey without fear of the French. His intentioli 
was to bring back with him fome bold companions^t^ 
and raife the fiege. 

Although Aymerigot had quitted la Roche de 
Vandais, it was unknown to the befiegers ; for 
the garrifon could go in an<l out AVithout danger. 
from them. 

There were daily fldrmifhes before the caftle and 
at the barriers ; and, about five or fix days after 
the departure of Aymerigot, there was a , grand 
aflault made by the French, who were divided into 
three parties, all of which were engaged. Guyot 
du Sel was a good man at arms, and had long 
ufed them ; but through arrogance, and negIe£Hng- 
to obferve the orders of his nephew not to opeji 
the barriers nor to fally forth on any account, he 
fuffered as you will hear. '''' . 

Three fquires, two from Auvergne and one* 
from Brittany, difplayed great courage, and were 
pre-eminent at thi^ attack at a part of the old walls 
very a^r the caftle. The fquires from Auvergne 
were called Richard de la Violette and Lubinot de 
Rochefort ; the Breton was le Monadic, who, when 
made prifoner, at the raking of VentadoUr, had 
attached himfelf to fir William le Bouteiller. Tills 
aifault lafted until night, and, though thefe fquires 
gained renown, the befiegers, in fpite of their la- 
bour and pain, made no other profit. 

The vifcount de Meaux determined, that at the ' 
next {kirmiih he would place an ambufcade of 
twelve men at arms in an old grotto withoutfide the 
fort; and he told his men,«^^ Advance tofkirmifh 
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at the barriers ; and if you (hall perceive the gar- 
Tifon inclined to make a fally, as is likely enough 
for fuch covetous perfons to dp, retire gently on 
this fide the ambufb, when you will wheel roun4 
to renew the attack^ and they, being thus fur« 
rounded, will be made prifoners or ilain/ 

The vifcount^s plan was executed.. Thofe 
named for the ambufcade were Lewis de LefgUndle, 
Robert de Berthencourt, Vandelle, William de la 
Saulfoye, Peter de Saint Vidal, Gionnet de Vil- 
leracque, Peter de Col, Andrew de la Rocbi^ 
John Salmage, with three others to make up the 
dozen of good men at arms, who polled themfelves 
within the old grotto. Another party went to 
ikirmifb, under the command of the three befort 
named fquires : they were richly armed at all 
points, the more to tempt the avarice of the garri«> 
fon, and were only twelve in number. 

When arrived at the barriers, they purpofely 
began the attack moft awkwardly, fo that Guyot 
du Sel held them cheap, and faid to his com- 
panions,— * By Saint Marcel, we will make a fally j 
for there are at the barriers a fet of youngfters 
who, from their manner, do not feem much ac- 
cuftomed to the ufe of arms. We will teach them 
their ufe } and they cannot avoid being our pri- 
foners. At thefe words, he had the barriers flung 
open, and Tallied forth, forgetful of his promife 
to Aymerigot* The great defire he had to perform 
fome deed of arms, and to gain a prize, induced 
him to a£t thus. 

The French were much rejoiced tp fee the gar- 

rifon 
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tifon. without the fort, and that Guyot da Sel ^was 
among the firft : they retreated by little and little 
until they had paffed the ambufh, eagerly purfued 
by Guyot*s party. When thofe in ambufli faw it 
was time, they quitted the grotto, and ported them- 
felves on the road to the fort, ihouting out * Coucy 
for the vifcount !' and thus inclofed their front and 
rear* 

^'^ Guyot du Sel, obfe^ving this, knew he had been 
m fault, and that it would be difficult for him to 
fave himfelf, or to return to the fort. He began 
to'redre towards the barriers, but was ftrongly 
oppofed. Why (hould I lengthen my ftory ? They 
were all made prifoners, as it were in a trap, and 
led in triumph to the quarters of the vifcount and 
the other knights. 

When the vifcount de Meaux faw Guyot da 
Sel, he aiked him * where was Aymerigot 
Marcel?* for he thought he was in the caftle* 
Guyot replied, * he was ignorant where he was, 
for he had left the fort twelve days ago.' The 
knights, hearing this, concluded he was gone to 
feek for aid. Guyot du Sel and his fellow-pri- 
fooers were then ordered away ; and the vifcount 
. alked the knights of Auvergne, * what fhould be 
done to thefe prifoners?' for he wiflied to aft 
from their 'decifion. Sir William le Bouteiller an^ 
fwered, — * Sir, I certainly believe that Aymerigor 
Marcel is gone to perfuade the garrifons of other 
forts to come to his affiftance: he will eafily find, 
in fpite of the truce, adventurers, who will join him 
\n his wickednefs, and they may fall on us fome 

morning; 
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tnorning or evening when we are unprepared to , 
refift them, and do us, much damage: Aymerigot 
is very cunning, and of great wealth. Let u$ 
therefore tell Guyot du Sel to furrender la Roche 
de Vandais, and if he refufe his confent, that his 
own head, and thofe of all his companion$, {hall 
inftantly be facrificed/ 

* This is good advice/ replied the vifcount ; 
* for, in truth, to obtain this fort are we ^omc 
into the country. If we have not now AymerigtjM^.- 
Margel, another time we may be more fuccef^ful/.- . 
TJpon this, the vifcount, the lord de la Tour, fii: , 
Robert Pauphin, fir William le Bouteiller and 
their companions, advanced as near to the fort a$i 
tbey could, carrying with them Guyot du Sel and 
the other prifoners. The vifcount, addrefling him- 
felf to Guyot as the captain, faid, — ^ Guyot, you, 
, as well as your friends, whq are now our prifoners^ 
muft know that, unleft you will furrender to u& 
the fort of la Roche de Vandais, we fliaU inftantly^ 
order your heads to be cut off; butji if you- will 
yield it up, we will allow you freely to depart 
whither you pleafe. Now, confider which you 
prefer J death or hberty.* 

Guyot du Sel replied, * My lord, I will do all 
I can to accommodate you,' and with this he ad- 
vanced to the barriers to fpeak with thofe withia 
the fort. You muft know, that the remaining * 
garrifon looked on themfelves as conquered j 
for they knew not how to aft, nor whom to 
choofe for their leader, fmce they had now loft 
their two captains, the moft able among them, 

Guyot" 



Cayot dii Set had not fooner explained his iiiua-^ 
tioft, than they agreed to furrender on the tetms^ 
that they ihould carry away with them all they 
Were ablcj and be allowed but month to retire 
whither they pleafed. This was inftantly agreed 
tb, and tsrritten and figned. The Frenfch, by th^ 
fortunate iffue of the Ikirmifli, became niafters of 
la Rocihe de Vandftis : fo true is it, that good or 
ill fortuiie iii iai^ms is the lot of perfevdrafice; 

The whole cotintry was much irejoic^ on hearing 
Cf this furrender. The articles of the trctaty with 
Giiyot' du Sel were punctually dbferved, and when 
the garrifon had packed up all they could carry j 
^they had petmiflion to depart, and paifports given 
them, to continue for one month. 

The ^ifcount de Meaux aiid his ktiights aban* 
doned la fi.och6 de Vaiidais to the country people^ 
who inftantty fet about demolifhing it, atid ilever 
left it tihtil there did hot remain one fione oil 
another. Ilie men at arms frorii AUvefgne, who 
had joined the vifcoiiht, now took leave of him j 
and returned to their homes. The vifcbunt per- 
xhifted many of his owii men to depart for Pi- 
cardy: he himfelf went for la Rbchelle, but 
ftopped at Saiiit Jeaii d'Angely, to defend that 
part of Saintonge againft pillagers, who, wheriever 
they found a good opportunity, overran it, for bis 
orders were to ojppofe them. 
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CHAP. XVI. 

TH^ MESSENGERS FROM ENGLAND, HBARIKO^ 

« OF THE SURRENDER OF LA ROCHE BE VAN^ 

UAIS, TAKE LEAVE OF THE DUKE OF BERRY. 

AYMERIGOT RETIRES TO THE HOUSE OF 

A RELATION, CALLED TOURNEMINE, WHO BE- 
TRitVS HIM TO THE KING OF FRANCE* 



«^ 



HE IS CARRIED TO PARIS> AND THERE BE« 
HEADED AN B. HIS BODY QUARTERED. 

\ZOiJ have heard how la Roche de Vandais was 
-■" won, to the contentment of the furrounding 
country, for, hadit'beenothcrwife, it would have 
fuffered much from the garrifop. News^'of this 
was carried to ^e duke of Berry at Cantelon, a 
manor of his fituated between Chartres and Mont- 
lehtry, nine leagues from Paris ; but he was in- 
different about the matter, for he was become 
quite cool in regard to foliciting the king in favour 
of Aymerigot Marcel. 

When Derby the herald heard of the furrendcr 
from the duke's knights, he faid to CherbUry^ 
• I have loft one hundred francs, which Aymeri* 
got had promifed me/ * For what? and how/' 
have you loft them?' afked the fquire.- * In God's j 
name,' faid Derby, * la Roche de Vandais ha^ ; 
furrendered : the French have conquered it. Let : 
us take leave of the duke of Berry and return to '. 
England, for we have nothing further to do here/ 

* Since 
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* Since it is fo,* anfwered the fquire, * t agtft 
to it.' They demanded leave of the duke to 
depart, who granted it, and gave them letters, to 
the king of England and the duke of Lancafter, 
in anfwer to thofe they had brought. On their 
departure, he prefented the herald with forty 
francs, and gave to the fquire a handfome 
hackney. 

On quitting the duke, they took the fhorteft 
road to Calais, and, I believe, went ftraight to < 
England. 

News of the lofs of this fort Was carried to 
Aymerigot Marcel, as he was raifing troops to 
break up the fiege. When he firft heard it, he 
would have all the particulars told him. On learn* 
ing that it had been occafioned by an imprudeM 
fally Guyot du Sel had made on the French, he 
exclaimed,—' Ah, the old trmtor! | by Saint 
Marcel, if I had him here, I would flay him- 
He has difgraced me and all my companions. On 
my departure, I had molt pofitively ordered hira. 
not to qui: the fort, whatever attempts the French, 
might make, and he has done juft the contrary. 
This lofs can never be recovered; nor do I know 
Whither to make my retreat. The garrifons of 
Chaluf et and Donzac are determined to abide by 
the truce, and my companions are fcattered 
abroad like difcomfited perfons; but, if they were 
with me, I know not whither I could lead them; 
Confidering all things, I am in a diftrefEng fitu. 
ation: I have too greatly angered the king of 
France, rfie duke of Berry, and the barons and 

N 2 COTIW 
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fommonalty of Auvergne, to expect any (a* 
vour ; for I have made war on them during the 
truce, thinking to gain, but I am now more likely 
to lofe every thing: I know not how to aft. I 
wifh at this moment that my wife, myfelf and 
fortune were in England ; we there fhould be fafe ; 
but how the devil are we to get thither? for I 
ihall be robbed of my wealth twenty times before 
1 can arrive at the fea«fliore« All the roads 
through Poitou, Normandy and Picardy, that 
lead to the fea, are well guarded. I have for- 
feited my life; that is clear; and, if I am taken 
fmd fent to Paris, (hall be punifhed accordingly, 
and lofe my all. My fafeft plan will be to make 
for Bordeaux, and to have my wealth fent thither 
by little and little, and then to remain there as 
long as the truce holds ; for I am in hopes that, 
after thefe truces, a curfe on them ! the war will 
be renewed with more vigour than ever between 
France and England. The free companions will^ 
by that time, have fpent their former gains, and 
be eager to replenifh their purfes. ' 

Thus did Aymerigot Marcel converfe with him- 
lelf : he was caft down and forrowfiil^ and knew 
not from whom to alk advice, nor whether to 
return to Auvergne, or go to Bordeaux and fend 
for his wife, and have his fortune brought thither 
by liule at a time. If he had followed this plan, 
he would have done well ; but he afted otherwife, 
and, as the event will Ihew, fuffered for it« It is 
thus Fortune treats her favourites: when (he has 
noted them to the bigheft p<»nt of her wheel, 
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file ftidfienjy plunges them in the dirt: witneft 
Aymerigot Marcel. The foolifli fellow was worth, 
as was believed in Auvergne, more than ©ne hun* 
dred thoufand francs in money, which he loft in 
one day, together with his life. I therefore fay, 
theft dame Fortune played him one of her tricks, 
which flie had played to feveral . before, and fhe 
will do the fame to many after him. 

Aymerigot, in his tribulations, bethought him- 
felf of a coufin-german he had in Auvergne, a 
fquire called Tourn^mine, to whom he refolved 
to apply, and aik his advice. This he did, and, 
only attended by a page, entered the caftle of his 
coufm. V He thought to be well received there, 
on account of his relationfhip, hut was difap- 
pointed ; for this fquire was not in the good graces 
or the duke of Berry, who indeed hated him, as 
the fquire knew well. He was afraid of the con? 
fequences, and refolved, on feeing his coufin Ayme- 
rigot enter his caftle, to arreft him and inform the 
duke of Berry what he had done, and offer, .if he 
would forgive him and be on gpod terms for the 
future, to deliver up Aymerigot ]Vfarcel, for him 
to do with hiin as he Ihould pleafe. All this he 
executed; for, when Aymerigot entered the caftle, 
he was fliewn into a chamber, when, having pulled 
off his fword and cleaned himfclf, he alked jhe 
fervants, * Where is my coufin Tourniemine?* 
^ He is in his chamber,' replied the fervants, who 
already knew their mafter's defign: * come and 
fee him.' * With all my heart,* faid Aymerigot. 
having put oa a new drefs, and lud ^fide his coat 
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of maSly which he ufually wore, he laid to diS 
CervantS) ]} Come, let us go to my coufin Tour- 
nemine, for it is a long time fince I have feen 
him/ 

They condu£ted him ftraight to his chamber^ 
and, on entering it, Aymerigot faluted him, fii(> 
pefting no evil: but Tournemine faidj-^* How 
is this, Aymerigot? Who has fent for you? and 
what has brought you hither ? You wilh to- dif- 
honour me. I therefore arreft you as my prifoner^ 
for I fliould not otherwife loyally acquit myfelf to 
the crown of France, nor to my lord of 3erry: 
you are a wicked traitor, who have broken the 
truce, and fhall fufier for it : it is on your account 
the duke of Berry hates me mortally, but, through 
your means, I will make my peace; for, dead or 
alive, you fhall be given up to him, and never, 
on any other account, fhall you leave thb cafUc' 

This fpeech aftoniihed Aymerigot, who re* 
plied,-— Why, Tournemine, I am your coufim 
Are you in earneft in what you fay ? or do you 
do it to try me? I came hither, in full confidence^ 
to fee you and afk your advice, and I meet with 
this cruel andharfh reception/ ^ I know not what 
you propofed for yourfelf,* anfwered Tournemine, 
* but I fhatl certainly execute what I have inti^ 
mated^to you,' and then laid hands on him; ,hi$ 
fervants, who knew what they were to do, ad^ 
vanced and feized him. Thus was Ayroeiigot 
taken without a^ poffibility of making any defence; 
for, as I have faid, he had difarmed faimfelf ; nor 
could' any entrmtiies- prevent Touraemiiie from 
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ordering him heavy fetters on his legs, and caufing 
him to be confined in a ftrong tower under fafci. 
guards. 

When this was done, he had the gates of th^ 
caftle locked, taking himfelf the keys, ordering 
his fervants, under pain of death, not to go near 
the gates unlefs fent by him. He then wrote let. 
ters to the duke of Berry, to fay he had made. 
Aymerigot Marcel his prifoner; and if he would 
forgive him and make a folid peace, he would giv^ 
hitn up to his pleafure. When the letters wer* 
finiflied and fealed, he called to him his moft con.- i 
fidential fervant, and faid, — ' Set out inftantly fgj r 
Paris, and deliver thefe letters to the duke of i 
Berry; recommend me to him, and be fure 
not to return without anfwers.* The varlec toofe 
the letters, mounted an a£tive horfe, and rode tQ 
Paris, where the duke of Berry was. On being 
admitted, he prefented the letters from his mafler, 
Tournemine. The duke, having opened and read | 
them, faid fmiling to his knights, — ' Would you. ' 
like to hear news? Aymerigot Marcel is caught: 
his caufm german Tournemine, as he writes m« 
word, holds him in prlfon.* The knights replied. 
— ' My lord, this is excellent news for Auvergne 
and Limoufin j for they have had, for a long time^ 
a bad neighbour in Aymerigot. He has done [9 
much mifchief that, if you pleafe, he (hall make 
his end on a gibbet, for he deferves no favour 
nor pardon.' ' I know not,' faid the duke, 
• what the king or his council may wifli [to do 
with him; 1 Ihall talk with chem en the fubje£t.' 
N 4 , Not 



Not long after this converfation, the duke took 
boat and croffed the Seine to the Louvre, where 
the kmg and his council were. He related the in- 
telligence he had received, and gave them the 
letters of Toumemine to read, which aflForded fa- 
tisfeaion to all. The lords faid, that fuch pillagers 
always came to a difgraceful death , and that fooner 
or later it awaited them. It was determined, that 
the duke of Berry fliould undertake the manager 
ment of this bulinefs, and order the fenefchal of 
Auvergne to fetch Aymerigot, and bring him to 
Paris, where he fliould be confined in the Baftille, 
at the gate of St. Anthony, and delivered over ta . 
the provofl: of the Chatelet, who would take 
good care of him. It was alfo refolved, that on 
account of the agreeable fervice Tournemine had 
now done to the crown of France, all his former 
mifdeeds fliould be forgiven, and a pardon granted 
by ;. letters patent, which Tournemine 's fervant 
brought back with him, and by it pleafed his 
mafter greatly, for in them he confided. 

It was not long before the fenefchal of Auvergne, 
by an order from the duke of Berry, came to the 
caftle of Tournemine, and had Aymerigot Marcel 
delivered up to him : who was thunderftruck at 
thus finding himfelf in the hands of his enemies. 
Why fhould I make a long (lory of it ? The fe- 
nefchal had him efcorted by a body of men at 
arms through the country, and crofled the Seine 
and Mame at Charenton. Thence he condufted 
fcim to the caflie of the Baftille, and delivered 
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him to the charge of the vifcount d'Achy, vibo 
was at that time governor of it. 

He was not long detained there, but given up 
to ' the provoft of the Chatelet, who carried him 
thither. True it is, that he offered fixty thoufand 
francs for his pardon, but no one would have any 
thing to do with him : they told him the king was 
rich enough, and wanted not his money. 

From the time he was delivered to the provoJR:, 
there was no delay in his trial, when he was con» 
demned to a fhameful death, as a traitor to the 
crown of Francd. , ^ 

He was firft carried in a cart to the pillory ia 
the market-plaCe, and turned round within it fe- 
veral times. His different crimes were then read 
aloud, for which he was to receive death. Sir 
William le Trunf'was by his fide a long time, 
and talked much with him, on the affairs of 
Auvergne as it was fuppofed, and to learn the 
truth refpefting feveral captains of forts, whether 
they had been affociates in his wickednefs. This 
was certainly known to the lords, but 1 never 
could gain information refpefting it. His head 
was cut off, and his four quarters affixed over fpur 
different gates of Paris. Such was the end of 
Aymerigot Marcel ; but I know not what became 
of his wife, or of his wealth. 



' ♦ In the MSS. it is fir WUliam le Bouteiller, which I ihould 
|}iin]^ more probable. 
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CHAP. xvir. 

THE CHRISTIAN lORDS WEIGH ANCHOR, AMD 

« 

LEAVE THE ISLAND OF C03UN0, XN OftDJi^ 
TO LAY SIEOE TO THE TOWN OF AFKXCA. — • 
THE MANNER IN WHICH THEY CONDUCT 
THEMSELVES. 

T HAVE dwelt very long on. the fubjefl: ctf 
Aymerigot Marcel, in detailing his adions^^ 
that I might illuftrate his life and death; foiP in 
fuch a hiftory as this, both good and bad muft. be 
fpoken of^^ that they may ferve as an excitement 
or warning in times to come. Had Aymerigot 
turned his mind to virtue, hj^ would have doni^ 
much good^ for he was an able man at arms and 
of great courage; but, having a£led in a different 
manner, he came to a difgraceful death. 

We will return to the noble enterprife the 
knights of France and other countries had under- 
taken againfl Africa, and continue our narrative 
from the place where we left off. It was, "J be- 
lieve, at the ifland of Comino that the knights 
had affembled, after the great ftorm in^ the gulph 
of Lyon, to wait for thofe who had feparated 
from the fleet, as that ifland was but thirty miles 
from Africa, whither they were bound. They 
remained there nine days, and, when recovered^ 
from their fatigues, they addreffed the mafters of 
the galleys as follows : ^ Gentlemen, we are now 
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on the neareft land tq the ftpong town of Africa^ 
whither if it pleafe God^ we will go, and b^ege 
it. We muft therefore confult with you how wc 
may enter the harbour and difembark. We pro- 
pofe to. fend in advance our fmaller veflels, called 
bngandines, to amufe the enemy, while we remain 
at the mouth of the harbour: on the following 
day we will, at our leifure, land, through God'« 
grace, and encamp ourfelves as near the town as 
pojEble, out of the reach of their bricoUes * : the 
Genoefe crofs-bows fhall be drawn up, and ready 
for defence or attack. Wofuppofe that, on our 
debarkation, a multitude of your young fquires 
will demand to be knighted^ for increafe of honour 
and advancement; Inftrud them genjtJy how they 
ought to aft, for you ar^ very capable of doing 
Jt; and know, gentlemen, that we are, well in- 
clined to acquit ourfelves handfomely towards you; 
and, to fhew our eagernefs to annoy the enemy^ 
we -ihall take every poiGble pains that this town 
of Africa may be won. It has done you too. great 
damage to be longer endured, and is, beiide, the 
key of the empire of Barbary and the furrounding 
kingdoms of Africa, Morocco and Bugia. Should 
God, of his gpodnefs, permic us to conquer it, all « 
the Saracens will tremble, as far as Nubia and Syria^ 
and wc Ihail be every where talked oi\ With 
the afliftance of the princes of Chriilendom, who 
are the neareft to us^, we may reinforce it with 

* firicoile8>-*'macliines to tfaiow fioaes.; a/ort of fl^g.'— Da 

men. 
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men, and viSual it again; fo that, if once wcr 
gai% poflfefGon, it will become a place for aU 
knights and fquires to adventure themfelves in 
arms againfl the enemies ' of God, and conquer 
their lands/ 

^ My, lords,* replied the mafters of the veffek, 
• we (hall never pretend to teach you how to aQ:, 
but give our opinions with all modefty and hji* 
miKty ; for you are too noble, wife and valiant, 
for us to pretend to lay down rules for your con- 
dua/ The lord de Coucy faid,— * We fhould, 
however, wifh to have your opinions, for we have 
obferved nothing but what is praife- worthy in you ; 
and, as }t is you who have brought us hither, to 
accomplifh deeds of arms, we fhall never aft with- 
out having your advice. 
' Such were the conyerfations held in the ifland of 
Comino, in the prefence of the duke of Bourbon, 
the count d'Eu, and fome of the great barons of 
France, with the captains of the Genoefe velfels, 
before they failed for the coaft of Africa. 

When all was ready, and the men at arms had 
re-imbarked on board their galleys, with a good 
will to meet their enemies the Saracens, the ad- 
miral gave orders for the trumpets to found, and 
the fleet to get under weigh. The fea was now 
calm, and the weather 'fine : it Mas a pleafure to 
fee the rowers force their veflels through its 
fmooth furface, which fcemed to delight in bear- 
ing thefe Chriftians to the ffiores of the infidels* 
Their fleet was numerous and well ordered ; and 
it was a fine fight to view their various banners 

and 
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and pennons^ emblazoned with their arms, ^\iU 
tering with the gentle gales, and glittering ist 
the fun« 

Late in the evening, the Chrifliand fzw the 
towers of Africa, as pointed out to them by the 
failors, which, as they advanced, opened more to 
their view. Every one was rejoiced at this fight, 
and not without caufe, as they had in part accom- 
pliflied the objedk of their voyage. If the Chrif- 
tians, on thus feeing Africa, converfed much con« 
cerning the war they were about to commence, 
the Saracens, who had as plainly obferved them 
fron) their town, and were on the watch, did the 
fame* They were aftoniflied at the great number 
of veflels, of all defcriptions, and concluded they 
had a very large army on board, to befiege the 
town. They were not caft down with this, for 
they knew the place was ftrong, well fortified wkh 
towers, and plentifully ftored with artillery and 
provifions. 

On their firft noticing the fleet, they founded, 
according to cuftom, a number of bells on the 
towers, to alarm and inform the country that aa 
enemy was on the cbaft. There were encamped 
near the town a large body of barbarians and in- 
fidels, whom the kings of Tunis and Bugia had 
fent thither to defend the coaft, and prevent the 
Chriftians from making any progrefs into the in^ 
terior of the country. 

The noife of the trumpets and drums announced 
to them the arrival of the Chriftians; and, ia 
cojxfequence, they forined their army according 
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t6 their manner, and fent iomt of ttie ableft 'captainl 
ID the (here to obfer¥e the motions of the eoeiify, 
and the manner of their debarkation. They al£» 
pofted their moft expert men at amis on the towers 
and battlements of the town, that they might inoit 
be tal^en by fui^rife ; for 4t was ftrong enough to 
te&fk every thing bat a long fiege, tf they w&rt o!i 
Aeir guard* 

As I, John Froiflart, the author of thefe chrd*. 
nicies, was never in Africa, I fought all die infbiv 
mation I could fromthofe knights and (quires whisr^ 
had been on this expedition, and made ievetal 
joumies to Calais to learn the truth of all that had 
pafled*. {^Having inquired as to the fbse and fitfrm 
of the town of Africa, fome who had been ^bitT& . 
figured it out to me* andfaid it was in the formdT 
a bow, like to Calais^ extending its arms towards 
the fea. This town of Africa, at the time the 
lords of France and other nations were before it 
with an anxious defire to win it, was wonderfully 
ftrong, furrotmded with high walls at proper dif* 
tances : die entrance of the harbour was defended 
by a tower larger than the refl, on whidi ww 
placed a bricoUe to caft large ftones and quarrdi^ 
with which it was well provided. 

When the Chriftians approached the barboat'^ 
the walls of the town feemed to be hung with 
cloths or tapefby, fomewhat fimilar in ai^peanmc^ 

* AU within thele niarks [ } is additional maUer, omitted 
liy SauTmge and Verard, from MS. No, 4379,. ^i>* Harl. in 
the MufeniD^ and from a MS* in the Hafod library^ which it 
pf«dfely die iaair. 

to 
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to (Joverlids of beds. Hiejr call iflchot about one 
Jca^ediftantftom the port, where fliey refiasdacd 
liritii the morrow. The night was cleat and fe*» 
renc, for it was the month of July, about Mag# 
dalen-tide; and they made ihemfelves comfort- 
able, tejoicing that, through God's pleafure, they 
had fo for fucceeded as to have the town of Africa 
now befotiB thiim. 

'the Saractos, wlio were On the oppofite Ihore 
' ot*ftrviiig the Chriftian 'fleet, bdd diis night a 
Amticil dn their futurie mode of proceeding, for 
they knew the town would be b^fieged, They^ 
thus conveffed among themfelves : Our enemies 
8[fe iriOw arrived: they 'will, if they can, land and 
lay fiege to Africa, which is the key to the adjoin- 
ing idngdoms. We muft, therefore, ^confider 
well our plans for oppofmg them ; otherwire we 
fhall be greatly blamed, and efpecially if we fliould 
not at the firft difpute their landing/ It was pro* 
pofed by a valiant Saracen, called Mandifer, to^ 
refift their landing, as being the moft honourable^ 
ind to oppofe them inftantly with their whole 
force, or they would probably have feult found 
vMx them. This was ftrongly fupported by 
many, as it feemed the moft courageous planj 
when an ancient Saracen began to fpeak,^ "Who had 
great influence among them, as he fliewed. This 
lord came ^from a town in Africa called Maldages, 
and his name was Bellius. He gave his opinion 
quite contrary to that of Mandifer, and fupported 
it with the following reafoHs :— * Gentlemen, wc 
jUre fe&t hither to fuard th« coaft "and defc^id this 
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tountry ; but we have had no order;^ from itii 
kings of Tunis or of Bugia to attack our enemies 
ivithout having maturely confidered the confe- 
quences. What I have to propofe, I will main- 
tain by fuch reafons as thefe: Firft, you muft 
fuppofe that this army of ChrtfUans has been long 
m prq)aration, and is provided with all things ne- 
ceflary. Their captains, you may aHb believe^ 
are perfeft men at arms> as able in council as in the 
field) with the greateit ardour to perform deeds .of 
arms, if we meet them on the ihore, they ymii 
advance their Genoefe crofs-bows, for you may. be 
alTured they have brought numbers of them. It 
will be againit them who have fuch excellent crols-^ 
bows that we mud fupport the firit attack; and we 
are not armed nor have we ihields to guard us 
againft their ^arrows: our men, finding themfelves 
iix)unded, will druw back and refufe the combat^ fo 
that thefe Genoefe will make good their landing in 
fpite of us* Tbeir men at arms, defirous of di& 
playing their courage, will leap fiom their boats, 
and, obfcrviiig our diforder, will attack us with 
lances, and gain a victory: ihould this happen^ 
the town of Africa is irrecoverably loft £Dr any 
thing we can do to prevent it. Thofe within will 
be fo much difcouraged by our defeat, that befiire 
our men can be rallied, the place will be taken by 
ilorm or capit\dation, and be fo well guarded that 
we ihall have the greateft difficulty to regain k. 
The French, and thofe with them, are veryjezpert 
and fubtle in arms. I therefore maintain, that it 
wUl be more to our advantage that the enemy 

ihouU 



ftould be Ignorant of our force at the onfet y for af 
this moment we have not a fufEciency to oflFer them 
battle, though our ftrength is daily increafing. I 
advife, that we fuffer them to difembark at their 
jmfe ; for, as they have no horfes to advance into 
the country, they will remain where they land 
fufpicious of our intentions.] The town of Africa 
is not afraid of them, nor of their attacks, for it is 
tolerably ftrong, and well provided with every 
thing. The air is now warm, and will be hotter* 
They will be expofed to the heat of the fun. while 
we fliall be in the fhade. Their provifions will be 
deftroyed, without hopes of having a fupply, if ' 
they make any long ftay, and we (hall have abun- 
dance from our own country : we will frequently 
beat up their quarters ; and, fhould they be unfor- 
tunate in thefe ikirmiflies, they will be worn down. 
We muft avoid all general engagements, other- 
wife we cannot conquer them ; but we fhalf do it 
by this plan, and trufting to the climate, which is 
fo contrary to the nature of their conftitutions. 
[They will not have any reinforcements, and we 
fiiall have many. 1 he extreme heat of the fun, 
and the fatigue they will undergo from being al- 
ways armed in fear of u^, will very foon bring on 
diforders which will carry numbers to the grave, 
and thus (hall we be revenged without ftriking a 
blow.] Such is the plan I propofe; and, if I 
knew of any better, I would lay it before you/ 

All thofe in the council who had been ufed to 

arms adopted the advice the old Saracen lord had 

given. It was in confequence forbidden, under 

Vol. X. O pain 
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pain of death, For the army to attack or (kirmifh 
with the Chriftians on the fea-fhore, but they were 
ordered to remain quietly in their quarters, and 
fuffer them to land and encamp themfelves wi^odt 
any oppofition. None dared uifringe thefe orders. 
They fent a body of their archers into the town of 
Africa, to affift in its defence, and never made any 
movement until the morrow, fo that the country 
feemed uninhabited. 

The Chriftians having lain this night, as I have 
faid, at anchor at the mou\:h of the harbour, made 
themfelves ready the next day, which was a clear 
bright morning, for approaching the town, being 
very defirous to land. Trumpets and clarions began 
to found and make a loud noife on board the dif- 
ferent galleys and (hips. When it was about nine 
o'clock, and the Chriftians had drank a ciip, and 
partaken of foup made of Grecian or Malmfey 
wines, with which they had abundantly provided 
themfelves, to cheer their hearts and raife their 
fpirits, they began to execute the plan they had 
laid down while at the ifland of Comino. ITiey 
fent, as it feems to me, fome light veffels called 
brigandines, armed with bricolles and canons, firft 
towards the harbour. When they were properly 
drawn up in array, they entered the haven, and 
faluted the town with arrows and ftones; but the 
walls were hung with wet ^carpeting to deaden 
their blows. Thefe brigandines entered the port 
without damage, and were followed by the galleys 
and other veffels in fuch handfome order as to 
make a pleafant ihow. 

In 
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In turning into the harbour, there was a large 
caftle with cowers, and on one larger than the reft 
was placed a bricolle, for the defence of the place, 
which was not idle, but threw quarrels among the 
fleet. On each of the towers on the walls was a 
bricolle which fhot well; and, to fay the truth, the 
Saracens had laid in (lores for a long time, from 
the expeftation of a liege. 

When the Chriftians entered the port of Africa, 
to difembark, the weather was fo beautiful, and 
their order S^o well prefer ved, that it was delightful 
to fee it. Their trumpets and clarions made the 
air refound, and were echoed back by the waves. 
Many knights both from' France and from other 
countries now difplayed their banners, and feveral 
knights were created. The fir ft of whom was 
Jojin lord de Ligriy, in Hainault : he was knight- 
ed by his coufin, fir Henryd'Antoing j and the 
lord de Lighy there firft difplayed his bannerj^ 
which was emblazoned with his arms on a field or, 
having a bend gules. He was accompanied by 
his coufin-german, the lord d'Havreth in Hain- 
ault. 

All the knights and fquires difembar^cd in view 
of the Saracens, on a Wednefday, the vigil of 
Magdalen-day *, in the year of grace 1390, and 
as they landed, encamped according to orders 
from the marflials. Thus they took poffeflion of 
the land of their enemies, who, noticing their 
camp, could not avoid highly praifing the good 



* Magdalen-dayi — the 22d Jul/. 
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order of it. Thofe in the larger galleys, that 
could not lie near the (hore, were put into boats and 
conveyed to land, under the banner of our Lady. 

The Saracens, both within and without the 
town, allowed them to land peaceably^ for they 
were not in numbers fufEcient to oppofe them : and 
the French advanced with difplayed banners, on 
which were emblazoned their arms, to the places 
marked out for their lodgings by the marfhals. 

The duke of Bourbon, as commander in chief, 
was lodged in the centre of his army, with all ho- 
nour, and powerfully guarded. The device on 
his banner, powdered over with flower de luces, 
was a figure of the Virgin Mary in white, feated 
in the centre, and an efcutcheon of Bourbon at 
her feet. 

I will name thofe lords of rank who were quar* 
tered on the right of the duke, looking towards 
the town : firfl, fir William de la Trimouille and 
bis brother with a pennon; the lord de Bor- 
denay, with a banner; fir Helion de Lig- 
nac, with a pennon; the lord de Tours, the 
fame. Then were placed the Hainaulters, whofc 
ftandard bore the device of the lord William 
of Hainault, at that time count d'Oftrevant, 
eldeft fon of duke Albert of Bavaria, count of 
Holland, Hainault and Zealand, which device 
was a harrow or, on a field gules. There were 
the lord dHavreth, with his banner ; the lord de 
Ligny, with his ; and then the lord Philip, count 
d'Artois, with his banner ; the lord de Mathefe- 
lon, with his banner ; the lord dc Calan, with' a 

pennon : 
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pennon: the fenefchal d'Eu, with the fame: the 
lord de Linieres, with a banner ; the lord de 
Thim, with the fame; the lord d^Ameval, with 
the fame ; fir Walter de^ Chaftillon, with a pen- 
non ; fir John de Chateaumorant, with a banner j 
the brother to the marfhal de Sancerre, with a 
pennon; the lord de Coucy, with his banner, and 
better fupported than any, except the duke of 
Bourbon ; the lord de Licques, widi a pennon ; 
fir Stephen de Sancerre, with the fame ; and then 
the pennon of the king of France, blazoned wRh 
his device: befide it, was fir John le Barroi^, 
with his pennon otnamented with his arms ; fir 
William Morles, with his banner ; . the lord de 
Longueval, with a pennon; fir John de Roye, 
with a banner ; the lord de Bours, with a pennon ; 
the vifcount d'Aufnay^ a banner ; and fir John 
de Vienne^ admiral of France, with his ban- 
ner. 

Thofe on the left hand of the duke of Bourbon^ 
were the lord d'Aufemont, with a bannqr ; fir 
John Beaufort, baftard to the duke of Lancafter, 
a banner ; fir John le Bouteiller, an Englifliman, a 
pennon; fir John de Crama, a banner; the foul- 
dich de I'Eftrade, a pennon; fir John de Har- 
courtj^ a banner ; the lord Berald, count de Cler- 
mont, and dauphin of Auvergne, a banner, and 
with good array ; fir Hugh Dauphin, his brother, 
a pennon ; the lord de Berthencourt, a pennon ; 
the lord de Pierre BufEere, a banner ; the lord de 
Saint Semere, a banner ; the lord de Louvart, 
marfhal of the army, a pennon ; the begue de 

O 3 Beaufle^ 
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Beauflfe, a pennon ; the lord de Louvy^ a banner ; 
fir Gerard de Louvy, his brother, a pennon ; the 
lord de baint-Germain^ a banner ; and then the 
pennon on a (landard, with che device of the duke 
of Bourbon ; che lord Philip de Bar, a banner j fir 
Lewis de Poitiers, a pennon ; (ir Robert de Ca« 
lobre the fame ; the vifcount de Les^ a banner ; 
the lord de Nogent, the fame ; the lord de \^ille- 
neuve, a pennon \ fir \\ illiam de Moulin^ the 
£une J the lord de Longwy, a pennon ; fir Angor« 
giC.d'Amboife, the fame ; lir Alain de la Cham* 
paigne, a pennon* 

All thefe banners and pennons that I have named 
were placed In front of the camp, facing the 
town of /Vfrica^ but there were many knights 
and fquires, of great courage and ability, wh^ 
were quartered in the fields, whom I cannot name,t 
and, if I could, it would take up too much place, 
for they were, in the whole, fourteen thoufand^ 
all gentlemen, i his was a handfome army, able 
to perform many gallant deeds, and fupport a bard 
war£u'e, if the Saracens had ventured an attack, 
which they did not, contenting themfelves this day 
with throwing large bolts, not meaning to ad con* 
trary to their plan. 

When the Chriftians were encamped, it was ne- 
ceflary for them to be carefiil of the provifion they 
had brought, for they could not now venture to 
forage in this country, nor coiled wood nor boughs 
for huts, as they would have run many riiks, by 
foolifhly venturing themfelves for fuch objeds 

The knights were lodged under tents and pa- 
vilions 
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vilions of cloth, which they had procured at Genoa. 
The Genoefe crofs-bows formed two wings, in- 
cloiing within them the principal lords, and, from 
their numbers, they occupied a great deal of 
ground, turning towards the fea-fhore. All their 
provliion was on board the veflels, and there were 
boats continually employed in bringing different 
articles from them, as they were wtoted* 

When the inhabitants of the neighbouring 
iilands, fuch as Sicily and others, as well as thofe 
in the kingdom of Naples, la Puglia and Cala^ 
bria, heard the ChrifUans were laying fi^ge to 
Africa, they exerted themfelvea to fupply them 
with* every fort of provifion ; fome from a delire 
of gain, others from affedion to the Genoefe. 
From Candia were brought good fweet wine and 
grenaches^, to comfort and refrefli them, without 
which they could not long have fupported their 
fatigues. They were a very large body of men* 
who daily confumed much in eating and drinking. 
However, thefe purveyances did not come regu- 
larly ; for at times the fupply was mod abundant, 
at others, they were in great diftrefs from want. 
If ■■'■■'■■ ' . I ■ I . ■ , , . .1 I ■ ■ . 

* Grenacbes. f One of our ancient poets of the fourteenth 
century mentions, under the year 1315^ Greek wine and wine 
die Grenache. This laft, which, (ince RouiEllon has formed 
part of France^ is become a national wine, was then eOt'rood 
a foreign wine. It is probably that which FroIiTarl calls 
Galvacbe^ Gamache, or Galrigache. '— FiV Privee des Francois, 
vol. ui. 
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CHAP, xviir. 

I 

THE CONDUCT OF THE SARACETsTS DURING THE 

SIEGE OF THE TOWN OF AFl{TCA. THEY 

SEND TO DEMAND FKOM THE FRENCH THK" 
Ci\USE OF THEIR MAKING WAR .AGAINST 
THEM, 

T WILL fay fomething of the Saracens, for it is 
but juft ^ey fhould be equally fpoken* of as 
the » hriilians, that the truth may be more ap^ 
parent. You muft know that thefe infidels had, 
for a long time, been menaced by the Genoefe, 
attd were expeding the town of Africa to be be- 
fieged in which they were not difappointed. 
They had made preparations for refiftance, when 
they heard of the arrival of the Chriftian fleet, an 
event that had been long looked for by the neigh- 
bouring nations J for they are not prudent nor 
wfeU advifed, who fear not their enemies, how»ever 
fmall they may be. The Saracens, however, do 
not hold the Chriftians cheap : on the contrarjs^ 
they confider them as men of courage and emer- 
prife, and much fear them. 

The better to refift their enemies, they affemr 
bled the moft experienced warriors from the king- 
doms of Bugia, Morocco and Tunis, in which 
laft the town of Africa is fituated, and encamped 
on the downs near the fea fliore. They took ad- 
vantage of a large and thick wood in their rear, 

to 
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to avoid any dangar from ambufcades or Ikirmiflies 
en that fide. 

The Saracens (hewed nnich ability in thus poll- 
ing themfelves. They amounted, according to 
the eftimate of able men at arms, to thirty thou- 
fand archers and ten thoufand 4iorfe; Others 
thought they were more ; but their exaft numbers 
were unknown, for the Qhriftians fuppofed many 
were lodged in the wood. They were very nu- 
merous,' for they were in their own country, and 
could come and go from their army at their 
pleafure without danger. They received continual 
fupplies of frefli provifion, that was brought on the 
backs of camels. 

The fecond day after the Chriftians had landed, 
the Saracens, about dawn, came to attack the 
camp, fir Henry d'Antoing having the command 
of the guard of two hundred men at arms and one 
thoufand Genoefe cro'S-bows. The Ikirmifh lafted 
better than two hours, and many gallant deeds 
were done in fhooting and thrufting the lance, for 
there was not any engagement with the fword hand 
'%y hand. The Saracens did not fool hardily ri{k 
'themfelves, but fought with valour and more 
prudence than the Chriftians. 

When they had Ikirmiflied fome time, the Sara- 
cens fSfereated ; for the army began to be in motion, 
and fome of the French barons had come to 
witnefs the aftion, and obferve the manner of 
their enemies fighting, that they might be pre- 
pared to meet them another time. The Saracens 
retired to their camp, as did the Chriftians to 

theirs \ 
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theirs ; but,* during the whole tkde of this fiege of 
Africa^ the Chriflians were never left quiet^ fo^ 
their camp was every night or morning attacked 
by the enemy. 

Among the Saracens was a young knight^ called 
Agadinquor Otiferne, excellently mounted on a 
beauuful courfer, which he managed as he wiUed, 
and which, when he galloped, feemed to fly whb 
him. From his gallantry, he (hewed he was a 
good noan at arms ; and, when he rode abroad, 
be bad with him three javelins, well feathered, 
vhich he dexterouily flung, according to the cu£> 
torn of his country, lie was completely armed 
in black, and had a kind of white napkin wrapped 
round his head. His feat on horfeback was grace- 
ful; and, from the vigour and gallantry of his 
adions, the Chriflians judged he was excited thereto 
by his affedion to a young lady of the country. 
True it is, he moft fmcerely loved the daughter 
of the king of Tunis, who, according to the report 
of fome Genoefe merchants who had feen her, 
was very handfome, and the heirefs of his king- 
dom. This knight, called Agadinquor^ was tj^ 
fon of duke Oliferne ; but I know not if he ever 
married .this lady. I heard that, during the fiege, 
he performed many handfome feats of arms, to 
teftify his love, which the French knights faw with 
pleafure, and would willingly have furrounded him; 
but, he rode vith fuch a&ivity and fkill, that all 
their efforts were vain. 

The Chriftian lords were very anxious to make 
fome Saracens prifoners, to learn from them the 

real 
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real flate of their army ; but they were fo cautious, 
that they coiild aot fucceed, and, having noticed 
their intent, the Saracen chiefs gave orders ac- 
cordingly. The Saracens were much afraid of the 
Genoefe crofs-bows ^ they (hielded themfelves as 
well as they could againft their bolts, but they 
s^fe not armed fo ftrongly as the Chriftians ; for 
they know not the art to forge armour like theirs, 
nor have they workmen who could make fuch. 
Iron and fteel are not common among them ; and 
they wear light targets hanging on their necks, 
covered with boiled leather from Capadocia, that 
no fpear can penetrate, if the leather has not been 
overboiled. Their manner of fighting, according 
to what i heard, was to advance on the Chriftians, 
and ihoot ^ a volley of arrows at the Genoefe the 
moment they made their appearance, and then to 
fall down under Ihelter of their fhields, by which 
they avoided the bolts from the crofs-bows, that 
went over them : they then rofe, and either fhot 
more arrows, or lanced their javelins with much 
dexterity. 

Thus for the fpace of nine weeks that the fiege 
lafted were continual fkirmiihes made; and on 
both fides many were killed and wounded, more 
efpecially fuch as ventured too raflily. The Chrif- 
tians imitated the Saracens by avoiding a clofe 
combat; and the lords from France and other 
countries took delight in iheir manner of fighting, 
for, to fay the truth, novelty is always pleafing. 
The young lords of thefe infidels were greatly 
ilruck with the glittering armour and emblazoned 

bauYvst^ 
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banners, and pennons of their enemies, and, when 
returned to their camp, they convcrfed much about 
them. They were, however, aftpnilhed at one 
thmg, which I will now relate. The Saracens 
within the town of Africa were anxious to know 
on what pretence the Chriftians had come with fo 
large an army to make war on them ; and, to leam 
the reafons, they refolved as I was told, in council^ 
to fend a perfon that could fpeak Genoefe, and 
gave him the following orders, ' Go and take the 
road to the camp of the Chriftians, [and manage, 
before thou returneft, to fpeak with fome lords^ 
in their army,] and demand, in our name, why 
they have brought fo powerful a force againft us, 
and taken poiTefEon of the lands of the king of 
Africa, who has not done any thing to offend them. 
True it is that, in former times, we were at war 
with the Genoefe, but that fhould no way concern 
them ; for they come from very diftant countries^ 
and the Genoefe are our neighbours. Our cuftom 
has been, excepting in times of truce, to feize' 
mutually all we can fr(;m each other.* 

Having received thefe inftruftions, the meflenger 
departed and rode on to the camp. The firft 
perfon he met was a Geiioefe, to^ whom he faid 
that he was fent by the Saracens to fpeak with 
fome baron from France. The Genoefe, to whom 
he had addreffed himfelf, was called Antonio 
Marchi, a centurion of crofs-bo\\ s, who took him 
under his care, to his great joy, and conduced 
him inftantly to the duke of Bourbon and the 
lord de Coucy. They both liftened very atten- 
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tively, and what they did not underftand the cen- 
turion interpreted in very good French. 

When he had finifhed all he had been ordered 
to lay, he alked for an anfwer. The French lords 
told him he fhould have one as foon as they had 
Cfoniidered the purport of his mcffage. Twelve 
of the greateft barons of the army affembled in 
the duke of Bourbon's tent^ and the meffenger 
and interpreter being called in, the laft was ordered' 
to tell him from the lords prefent, * that in con- 
fequence of their anceftors having crucified and 
put to death the Son of God, called Jesus Christ, 
a true prophet, without any caufe or juft rfeafon, 
they were come to retaliate on them for this in- 
famous and unjufl: judgment. Secondly, they 
were unbaptifed, and infidels in the faith to the 
holy Virgin, mother of Jesus Christ, and had 
no creed of their own. For thefe and other caufes, 
they held the Saracens and their whole fed as 
enemies, and were come to revenge the injuries 
they had done ta their God and faith, 2^d would 
to this cffeS: daily exert themfelves .to the utmoft 
of their power/ 

When the meffenger had received this anfwer, 
he departed from the army unmolefled, and re- 
turned to report to his matters what you have juft 
read. The Saracens laughed heartily at hearing it, 
and faid, they made affertions without proofs, for 
it was the Jews who had crucified Jesus Christ, 
and not them. Things remained on the former 
footing: the fiege was continued, and each army 
on its guard. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. XIX. 

30HC MIRACLES ARE SHEWN TO THE SARACENS, 
AS THEY ATTEMPT TO ATTACK THE CAMP 

OF THE CHRISTIANS. SEVERAL SKIRMISHES 

DURING THE SIEGE. THE CLIMATE BECOME^ 

UNWHOLESOME, AND OTHER ACCIDENTS BE- 
FAL THE BESIEGERS* 

CHORTLY after this meflage, the Saracens de- 
^ termined in council to remain quiet for l^vdis 
or dght days, and, during that time, neither to 
(kirmifh nor any way to annoy the Chriftiahs, but, 
when they (hould think themfelves in perfe£k fe- 
curity, to fall on their camp like a deluge. This 
was adopted ; and the ninth evening, a little before 
midnight, they fecretly armed their men with their 
accuftomed arms, and marched filently in a com« 
pafl: body towards the Chriftian camp. They had 
propofed making a fevere attack on the oppofite 
quarter to the main guard, and would have fuc* 
ceeded in their mifchievous attempt, if God had 
not watched over and preferved them by miracles 
as I will now relate. 

As the Saracens approached, they faw before 
them a company of ladies dreffed m white j one 
of whom, their leader, was incomparably more 
beautiful than the reft, and bore in front a white 
flag having a vermilion crofs in the centre. iTie 
Saracens wxre fo greatly terrified at this vifion, 
ths^t they loft all their ftrength and inclination tp 

pro- 
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proceed, and Hood ftill, thefe ladies keeping Hieadily 
before them; The Genoefe crofs-bows had brought 
with them a dog, as I heard, from beyond fea, 
but whence no one could tell, nor did he belong 
to any particular perfgn. This dog had been very 
ufeful to them ; for the Saracens never came to" 
ikirmifh, but by his noife he awakened the army, 
and as every one now knew that whenever the 
dog barked the Saracens were come, or on their 
road, they prepared themfelves inftantly : in con- 
feqiience of this, the Genoefe called him the ^og 
of our Lady. This night, the dog was not idle,. 
but made a louder noife than ufual, and ran firft 
to the main guard, which was under the command 
of the lord de Torcy, a Normand, and fir Henry 
d*Antoing. As during the night all founds are 
more eafily heard, the whole army was in motion, 
and properly prepared to receive the Saracens, 
who they knew were approaching. 

This was the faft; but the Virgin Mary and 
her company, having the Chriftians under their 
care, watched over them ; and this night they re^ 
ceived no harm, for the Saracens were afraid to 
advance, and returned the way they had come. 
The Chriftians were more attentive to their future 
guards. The faracen knights and fquires, within 
the town, were much cad down at the fight they 
had feen, more efpecially thofe who were advanced 
near this company of ladies. While, on the 
other hand, the Chriftians were greatly exerting 
themfelves to win the place, which was cou* 
rag eoufly defended* At this period, the weather 
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was exceedingly hot; for it was the month of 
Auguft, when the fun is in its grcateft force, and 
that country was warmer than France, from being 
nearer the fun, and from the heat of the fands. 
The wines the befiegers were fiipplied with from 
la Puglia and Calabria were fiery, and hurtful to 
the conftitutions of the French, many of' whom 
fuffered feverely by fevers, from the heating quality 
of their liquors. I know not how the Chriftians 
were enabled to bear the fatigues in fuch a climate, 
where fweet water was difficult to be had. They, 
however, had much refource in the wells they 
dug; for there were upwards of two hundred 
funk, through the fands, along the (hore ; but, at 
times, even this water was muddy and heated. 
They were frequently diftreffed for provifion, for 
the fupply was irregular, from Sicily and the other 
iflands : at times they had abundance, at other 
times they were in want. The healthy comforted 
the fick, and thofe who had provifion fliared it 
with fuch as had none ; for in this campaign they 
were all as brothers. -•/ 

The lord de Coucy, in particular, was beloved 
by every gentleman : he was kind to all, and be- 
. haved.himfelf by far more gracioufly, in all re- 
fpefts, than the duke of Bourbon, who was proud 
and haughty, and never converfed with the knights 
and fquires from foreign countries in thp fame 
agreeable manner the lord de Coucy did. 

The duke was accuftomed to fit crofs-legged 
the greater part of the day before his pavilion ; 
and thofe who had any thing to fay to him were 
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obliged to make many reverences, and addrefs him 
through the mekns of a third perfon. He was in- 
different whether the poorer knights and fqaires 
were well or ill at their e?ife: this the lord de 
Coucy always inquired into, and by it gained 
^reat popularity. It was told nie, by fome fo- 
reign knights who had been there, that had the 
lord de Coucy being commander in chief, inftead 
of the duke of Bourbon, the fuccefs would have 
heax very different j for many attacks on the town 
of Africa were fruftrated by the pride and fault of 
the , dukfe of Bourbon : feveral thought it would 
have been taken* if it had not been for him.. 

This fiege lafted, by ah exaft account, fixty- 
cme days ; during which, many were the (kirmiflies 
-before the town and at the barriers: they were well 
^defended, for the flower of the infidel chivalry was 
in the town. The ChrifUans ffdd among them- 
felves,-— * If we could gain thi> place by ftorm oj: 
otherwife, and ftrongly reinforce ^d yidu^l i^ 
iduring the winter, a large body of our country- 
mdi might then come hither ip the fpring an^ 
^ain a footing in the kingdoms of Barb^y and 
Tunis, which would encourage the Chriftians to 
crofs the fea a/inoally and exuepd their conquefts/ 
'Would to God it were fo, others replied; 'fpf 
jthe knights now here would chen be con^fqrtably 
lodged, and every day, if th«;y pienfed,.they might 
have deeds of arms* ' 7 he befieged \fere ^arme(^ 
at the obrflinacy gf their attacks, and redouble^ 
their guards. The great heat, Ijpwever, did nptorp 
for them than^dl theri^ft, %dd^t(i die fipaftajat un- 

Vol. X. P certainty 



210 

certainty of being attacked ; for the policy bf the 
Saracens was to keep them in continual alarms. 
They were almoft burnt up when in armour ; and 
it was wonderful that any efcaped death ; for, during 
the month of Auguft, the air was fuflfocating. • 

An extraorduiary accident happened, which ijF it 
had lafted any time, muft have deftroyed them all. 
During one week, from the heat andcorruption of 
the air, there were fuch wonderful fwarms of flies, 
the army was covered with them. The menknew 
not how to rid themfelves of thefe troublesome 
guefts, which multiplied daily, to their great 
aftonifhment ; but, through the grace of God and 
the Virgin Mary, to whom they were devoted, a 
remedy was found, in a thunder and hail ftorm, 
that fell with great violence, and deftroyed all the 
flies. The air, by this ftorm, was much cooled, 
and the army got to be in better health than it had 
been for fome time. 

Knights who are on fuch expeditions muft cheeiv 
fully put up with what weather may happen, for 
they cannot have it according to their wiflies; 
and, when any one falls fick, he muft be nurfed to 
his recoveiy or to his death. Although the knights 
from France had undertaken this voyage with an 
. eagemefs and refolution that bore them up under 
the pains they fuffered, they had not many 
luxuries to gratify them ; for nothing was fent 
them from France, nor had any in that kingdom 
more intelligence from them than if they were bu- 
ried under ground. Once, indeed, there came a 
galley from Barcelona, laden more with oranges 
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and fmall grains than with any thing elfe. Th^ 
oranges were of the greateft fervicc, by the re- 
frefliment they afforded ; but, whatever veffel 
came to them, none returned, for fear of meet* 
ing the Saracens at fea, and becaufe they wi(hed 
to wait the event of the fiege, and fee whether 
the Chriftians would conquer the town. 

The young king Lewis of Sicily exerted him- 
felf, in order that his fubjedks (hould carry a coft- 
ftant. fupply of provifion to them, for he was 
their nearefl neighbour. It was fortunate the Sa<' 
racens were not ftrong enough at fea to preyent 
the veffels coming from the ports of Sicily and. 
Naples, or they would have conquered them 
without ftriking a blow. They therefore content- 
ed theaifelves with keeping the Chriftians under 
perpetual alarms on land. 

The Saracens have not a large navy like the 
Gcnqefe and Venetians ; and what they get at fea 
is by thievery ; and they never dare wait the at- 
tack of the C hriftians unlefs they be in very fupe- 
nor numbers, for a well-armed galley with Chrif- 
tians will defeat four of fuch enemies. In truth, 
the Turks are better men at arms by fea and land 
than any other nation pf unbelievers of our faith ; 
but they were at too great a diftance from Africa, 
and the town could not receive any aid from 
them. The Turks had heard that the town of 
Africa was belieged by jthe Chriftians, and had 
often, but in vain, wiihed to have been there. 
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CHAP. XX. 

A CIIALLEjrGE IS SEXT BY THE SARACENS TO 
OFFER COMBAT OF TEN AGAINST TEN CHRIS- 
TIANS. THE SARACENS FAIL IN THEIR 

RNOAGEMENT. THE TOWN OF AFRICA IS 

STORMED, BUT UNSUCCESSFULLY^ AND WrW 
THE LOSS OF MANY WORTHY MEN. 

'^pHE befiegers and their enemies ftudied dty 
and night how they could moft eSectualty 
annoy each other. Agadinquor Olifeme, Madifer 
de Tunis, Belins IVIaldages and Brahadin de Biigia, 
and fome other Saracens, confulted together, and 
faid; ^Here are our enemies the Chriftians en- 
camped before us, and we cannot defeat them. 
They are fo few in number when compared to 
us, that they mud be well advifed by their able 
captains ; for, in all our (kirmiflies, we have never 
been able to make one knight prifoner. If we 
could capture one or two of their leaders, ws 
fliould acquire fame, and learn from them the ftate 
of their army and what are their intentions. Let 
us now confider how we may accompliih this.* 
Agadinquor replied, ^ Though 1 am the youngefl:, 
I wilh to fpeak firft. ' ' We agree to it, ' laid die 
others. ^ By my faith, ' continued he, ^ I am 
very defirous of engaging them ; and I dunk, if I 
were matched in equal combat Mith one of my 
fize, I fhould conquer him. If you will therefore 
fele& ten valiant men, I will challenge the Chrit- 
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tiaas la fend the fame number to fight \vith us. We 
have juftice on our fide in this war, for they have , 
quarrelled with us without reafon; and this right 
and the courage I feel induce me to believe that we 
fhall have the vidory/ 

Madifer de Tunis, who was a very cvaliant man, 
faid, — * Agadinquor, what you have propofed is 
ftiuch to your honour. To-morrow, if you pleafe, 
you ihall rideas our chief towards the camp of the 
Chriftians, taking an interpreter with- you, and 
make a fignal that you have fomething to fay. If 
you be well received by them, propofe your com- 
bat of ten againft ten. We fhall then hear what 
ftafwer they give j and, though I believe the alFer 
will be accepted^ we mufl take good counfel how 
we proceed againft thefe Chriftians, whom we con* 
fider as more valiant than ourfelves.' 

.This bdng determined on, they retired to reft. 
On the morrow, as ufual, they advanced to ikir- 
jBiSh i buf Agadinquor rode on at fome diflanoe ' 
in front with his interpreter. TKe day was bright 
and clear, Bnd a little after fun-rife the Saracens 
were ready for battle. Sir Guy and fir William de 
h TrimouiUe had commanded the guard of the 
pight, and were on the point of retiring when the 
Saracens appeared in fight about three bow-fhots 
diftaat. Agadinquor and his interpreter advan€e4 
towards one of the wings, and made figns to give 
notice that he wanted to parley with fome one : 
by accident, be came near the pennon of a good 
fquire at arms called Affrenal, who, noticing his 
figns^ rode forward a pace, and told his men to 
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remain as they were, * for that he would go and 
fee what the Saracen wanted: he has an inter-- 
preter with him, and is probably come to make 
fome propofition/ His men remained fteady, and 
he rode towards the Saracen, 

When they were near each other, the interpreter 
faid, — * Chriftian, are you a gentleman, of name 
m arms, and ready to anfwer what (hall be afked 
of you?* * Yes,' replied AflFrenal, *Iam: fpeak 
what you pleafe, it (hall be anfwered/ 

*Well/ faid the interpreter, *here is a noble 
man of our country who demands to combat 
with you bodily ; and, if you would like to in- 
creafe the number to ten, he will bring as many 
of his friends to meet you. The caufe for the 
challenge is this : They maintain, that their faith 
is more perfefl: than yours j for it has continued 
fince the beginning of the world, when it was 
written down ; and that your faith has been intro-» 
duced by a mortal, whom the Jews hung and cru- 
cified/ * Ho,* interrupted Affrenal, ' be iilent 
on thefe matters, for it does not become fuch as 
thee to difpute concerning them, but tell the Sa* 
racen, who has ordered thee to fpeak, to (wear 
on his f ith that fuch a combat (hall take place, 
and he (hall be gratified within four hours. Let 
him bring ten gentlemen, and of name in arms, 
on his fide, and I will bring as many to meet 
him.' 

The interpreter related to the Saracen the words 
that had pafled, who feemed much rejoiced there* 
5t, and pledged himfelf for the combat. 
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This bemg done, each returned to his friends; 
but the news had already been carried to fir Guy 
and to fir William de la Trimouille, who, meeting 
Afirenal, demanded how he had fettlpd matters 
with the Saracen. Affrenal related what you havd 
heard, and that he had accepted the challenge. 
The two knights were well pleafed, and faid, — ^ 
* Affrenal, go and fpeak to others, fpr we will be of 
your number ten.' He replied, God aflift us ! 
I fancy I ihall find plenty ready to fight the Sa« 
racens.* Shortly after, Affrenal met the lord de 
Thim, to whom he told what had paffed, and 
afkcd if he would make one. The lord de Thim 
willingly accepted the offer ; and of all thofe to 
whom Affrenal related it, he might, if he pleafed, 
have had a hundred inflead of ten. Sir Boucicaut, 
the younger, accepted it with great courage, as 
did fir Helion de Lignac, fir John Ruffel, an 
Englifhman, fir John Harpedone, Alain Boudet 
and Bouchet. When the number of ten was com- 
pleted, they retired to their lodgings, to prepare and 
arm themfelves. 

When the news of this combat was fpread 
through the army, and the names of the ten were 
told, the knights and fquircs faid,—* They are 
lucky fellows, thus to have fuch a gallant feat 
of arms fall to their lot.' ' Would to Heaven/ 
added many, * that we were of the ten.' All the 
knights and fquires feemed to rejoice at this event, 
except the lord de Coucy. I believe the lord de 
Thim was a dependant on, or of the company of 
the lord de Coucy j for, when he repaired to his 
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lodged hirti for his lord. He related to him the 
challengeof the Saracen, and that he had accepted 
b'eihg one of the ten. All prefent were loud in_ 
ptjife of it, except the lord de Coucy, who faid, 
* Hold year tongues, you youngfters, who as yet 
know nothing of the world, and who never coh- 
fidet confequences, but always appl ud folly -In 
pteferencfe to good. I fee no ad van rage in this 
combat, for mdny reafons : one is, that ten noHe 
and diftingiiiflied gentlemen are about to fight with 
t^n Saraceni. How do we know if their opponents 
are gentlemen ? They may, if they choofc, .bring 
t6 the combat ten varlcts, or knaves, and, if they 
are defeated, what is the gain ? We Ihall not the 
{dotitr win the town of Africa, but by it ri(k vely 
valuable lives. Perhaps they may form an am- 
b\ifcade, and, while our friends are on the plain 
Wdtingfor their opponents, furround them and carry 
thtem off, by which we fhall be greatly weakened, 
I thei efore fay, that Affrenal has not rifely managed 
this matter ; and, when he firft met the Saracen, 
he fhould have otheruife anlwered, and faid, 
* I am Tiot the commander in chief of our army, 
but one of the leaft in it ; and you Saracen, who 
addrefs yourfelf to me and blaiiie o^jr faith, are 
not qualified to difcufs fuch matters, nor have 
you well addreffed yourfelf. 1 will conduft you 
to my lords, and affure you, on my life, that no 
harm befal you in going or in returning, for niy lords 
will cheerfully liften to you.' He fliould then 
have led liiin to the duke of Bourbon and the 
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breeQ h^ard and difcuiTed ; t leifure, his intentioni 
bie^n known, and ianfwers madi according as they 
fhould think the liiatter deferVed. Such a combat 
ihould ptever be undertaken but Sfter gteat deli- 
befatioA, efpecially widi enemies like to thofe we 
ai'e ^engaged with. And when it had been agreed 
on, that the names and qualifies of each combatant- 
jQiould be declared, we would then have fele£leA 
proper perfons to meei: them, and proper fecuridet 
would have been required from the Saracens for the 
uninterrupted performance of the combat, and z 
due obfervance of the articles. If matters bad 
.been thus managed, lord of Thim, I think it would 
have been, better* It would be well if it could be 
put on this footing; and I will fpeak to the duke 
of Bourbon and the principal barons in the army^ 
abd hear what they fhall fay on the fubjefl:. 

The lord de Coucy then departed for the that 
of the duke of Bourbon, wherfc the bal-ohs were 
affembled as they had heard ef this challenge, t^ 
confider what might be the probable event of k; 
Although the lord de Coucy had intended his fpeech 
to the lord de Thiiii as advice for his benefit, fie 
did not the l6fs arm hfimfelf : when fully equipped, 
h'B w^nfc with his coifepanions, who were €;om- 
pifetely armed, and ih good array, with fir Guy 
de la Trimouille at the^t h?:^d, to meet the Sa- 
racens. 

During this, there *ra$ convetfa?lion on th* 

fabjeB; between the lords in the tent of the duke 

of Bourbon: many bought the accepting fuch 
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a challenge Improper, and fupported the opmion. 
of the lord de Coucy, \^ho faid it ought to have. 
been ordered otherwife. But fome, and in par- 
ticular the lord Philip d'Artois, count d'Eu» and 
the lord Philip de Bar, faid, ^ Smce the challenge 
has been accepted by our knights, they wo^ld be 
difgraced were the combat now broken oflf : and 
in the name of God and our lady, let them ac-, 
complifh it the bed manner they can/ . This was . 
adopted ; for it was now too far advanced to be 
flopped* It was therefore ordered to draw out the 
whole army properly arrayed, that if the Saracens 
had formed any bad defigns, ' they might be pre- 
pared to meet them. 

Every one, therefore, made himfelf ready i the 
whole was drawn up, as if for inftant combat ; the 
Genoefe crofs-bows on one fide, and the knights 
and fquires on the other ; each lord under his own 
banner or pennon emblazoned with his arms. 
It was a fine fight to view the army thus difplay- 
ed, and they (hewed great eagernefs to attack the 
Saracens. 

The ten knights and fquires were advanced on 
the plain waiting for their opponents, but they 
came not, nor fhewed any appearance of fo doing ; 
for, when they faw the Chriftian army fo hand- 
fomely drawn out in battle array, they were afraid 
to advance though they were thrice their numbers. 
At times they fent horfemen, well mounted, to 
ride near their army, obferve its difpofition, and 
then gallop back, which w-as folely done through 
malice, to annoy the ChrifUans. 

' This 
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as the hotteft day they feltj and it was fo 
extremely oppreflive that the moft active among 
them were almoft ftifled in their armour : they 
had never fufFered fo much before, and yec they ■ 
remained expefting the ten Saracens, but in vain, , 
for they never heard a word from them. The army 
was ordered to attack the town of Africa, iiuce 
they were prepared, and thus pafs the day; and 
the ten champions, in regard to their honour, were i 
to remain on their ground to the evening. 

The knights and fquires advanced with great, . 
alacriiy to the attack of the town, but they v/eri 
foreiy opprefled with the heat j and had the Sara- 
cens known iheir fituation, they might have done 
them much damage, probably they might even have 
raifed the liege and obtained a complete vitlory, 
for the Chrlftians were exceedingly weakened and 
worn down. True it is, they gained by ftorm the ., 
wall of the firft inclofure ; but no one inhabited ■ 
that part, and the enemy retired within their fecond 
line of defence, fkirmifiiing as they retreated, and 
without any great lofs. 

The Chriftians paid dear for an inconfiderable ad- - 
vantage : the heat of the fun and its refleftion on 
thefands, added to the fatigue of fighting, which • 
laded until evening, caufed the deaths of feveraj i 
valiant knigh:s and fquires : the more the pity. 

I will mention the names of thofe who this day- . 
fell victims to the heat and unhealthinefs of the . 
climate. Firft, fir "William de Gacille, fir Guifcard 
de la Garde^fir Lyon Scalet, fir Guy de la Salvefte, 
fir William d'EllapeUe, fir William de Guiret, 
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fir Raffi'oy de la Chapelle^ the loffd de Herre 
Biiffiere^ the lord de Bonnet^ fir RfifDert de Ranges, 
fir Stephen de Sancerre, fir Aw>ert de la Motte^ 
fir Alain de la Cbampatgne^yiir Geoffry Sreffi^^ 
fir Raoul d'Econflan^ the/4ord de Bourg from 
Artois, fir John de Crie, j^ard de la Mourlerayci 
fir Triflan his brother, . iir Arne de Contifj fir 
^Im6 de Donnay, fir John de Compaignie, fir 
Fottke d'Efcauffburs, fir John de Digna&t, fir John 
de Cathenais. 

I viiW now add the names of fquires who fell : 
Fouchans de Liege, John des iiles, Blondelet 
d'Ar»:iton, John de la Motte, Blomberis, Floridas 
de Rocque, the lord de Bellefreres, William Fon- 
drigay, Walter de Canfours, John Morillon, Peter 
deMaulves, Guillot Vilain, John de la Lande, John 
Purier, John le Moine, John de Launay and Wil- 
liam du Fare. 

Now confider how great was this lofs ; and, had 
the advice of the gallant lo/d de Coucy been fol- 
lowed, it would not have happened, for the army 
, would have remained quietly in its camp, as it had 
hitherto done. The whole army were difmayed 
al it, and each bewailed the lofs of his friend. 
They retired late to their camp, and kept a ftrongier 
guard than ufual, during the night, for fear of the 
Saracens. It pafled, however, without farther 
accident, and more prudent arrangements w^re 
made. The Saracens were ignorant of what their 
^emies had fuffeted ; had they known it^ they 
would have had a great advantage over them, but 
they were in dread of the Chriflians, and never 
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ventured to attack them but ia ikirmifhes, t^elrcat. 
mg, after one or two chaFg^s* 1 he perfoa aaioog 
th<pm who had fhewn the moft courage was Aa^ 
dinquor d*01ifeme. He was enamoured with die 
daughter of the king of Tunis^ and, ia compKr 
ment to her, was eager to perform briUkiBft 
adions. 

Thus was the (lege of Africa continued ; but 
the relations and friends of the knights and £|uiresf 
who had gone thither, from France and other 
countries, received no intelligence, nor knew more 
of them than if they were dead. They were lb 
much alarmed at not having any news of them, 
that many proceffions were made in England^ 
France and Hainault, to the churches to pray God 
(hat he wou|d brii\g them back* ia fafety, to thieir 
fev^ral homes. 

The intention of the Chriftia^s was to remain 
bcf<^re the tow^ of Africa, unHl th^y fiiould have 
conquered it by ftorm, treaty or fapiin^ The 
king of Sicily, as well as the inhabitaqts of the 
adjacent iflands, were anxious it fhould be . ib, for 
the Africans had done them frequent damage ; but 
the Oenoefe ware particularly kind, m fiipplying 
the knights and fquires with every thi^ig they 
wanted, to prevent them from bejng tired with t|ie 
length of the campaign. 

To fay the truth, this was a v^ry great enter- 
prife, and the knights and fquires jDhiewed mucb 
courage and perfeverance in continuing the fieg^ 
in fo unhealthy a climate, after tb^ great lofli^s they 

had fuffered, without aififi;aiice frop ?jay one; 
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and even when the Genoefe, who had firft propofed 
the expedition, were diifembling with them, and 
as it was faid, were in treaty with the Saracens, to 
kave the Chriftian army unfupported and neglected, 
as I fhall relate in due time, according to the 
reports rhat were made to me* 

We will now leave the affairs of Africa, and* 
fpeak of the handfome feails that were at thb time 
given at London* 



CHAP. XXI. 

A GRAND TOURNAMENT IS HOLDEN AT LONDON* 
— THE KING OF ENGLAND GIVES SPLENDID 
ENTERTAINMENTS DURING THE SIEGE OF THE 
TOWN OF AFRICA BY THE CHRISTIAlis. — THB 
COUNT D*OSTREVANT RECEIVES THB ORDER 
OF THE GARTER, WHICH DISPLEASES THE KING 
OF FRANCE. 

"VTEWS of the fplendid feafts and entertainments 
•*"^ made for queen Ifabella's public entry into 
Paris was carried to many countries, and very 
juftly, for they were moft honourably condcfted. 
The king of England and his three uncles had 
received the fuUeft information of them ; for fome 
of his knights had been prefent, who had reported 
all that had paiTed with the utmoft fidelity. In 
imitation of this, the king of England ordered grand 
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tournai^entd and feafts to be holden in the city of 
London^ where (ixty knights .fhquld be accom- 
panied by fixty noble ladies, richly ornamented 
and drefled. 'The fixty knights were to tilt for 
two days ; that is to fay, on^ the Sunday after 
Michaelmas-day, and the Monday following, in the 
year of grace 1390. 

The fixty knights were to fet out at two o'clock 
in the afternoon from jhe Tower of London, with 
their ladies, and parade through the flreets, down 
Cheapfide, to a large fquare called Smithfiel(L 
There the knights were to wait on the Sunday 
the arrival of any foreign knights who might be 
defirous of tilting ; and this feaft of the Sunday 
was called the challengers. The fame ceremonies 
were to take place on the Monday, and the fixty 
knights to be prepared for tilting courteouily 
with blunted lances againfl: all comers. The 
prize for the beft knight of the opponents was 
to be a rich crown of gold, that for the tenants of 
the lifts a very rich golden clafp : they were to 
be given to the moft gallant tilter, according to 
the judgment of the ladies, who would be prefent 
with the queen of England and the great barons, 
as fpedators. 

On the Tuefday, the tournaments were to be 
continued by fquires, againft others of the fame 
rank who wifhtd to oppofe them. The pnze for 
the opponents was a courfer faddled and bridled, 
and for the tenants of the lifts a falcon. The 
manner of holding this feaft being fettled, heralds 
were fent to proclaim it throughout England, 
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Scotland^ Hainault , Germany, Flanders, and France; 
It was ordered by the council to what i^ts each 
herald was to go ; and, having time before hwd; 
diey publifh^ed it in moft countries. 

Many knights and fquires from foreign lands 
made preparations to attend it: fome to fee the 
manners of the Englifh, others to take part in the 
tournaments. On the feaft being made known in 
Hainault, fir William de Hainault count d^ ^e^ 
Yant, who was at that time young and gallant^ 
and fond of tilting, determined, in his own mind, 
to be prefent, and to honour and make acquaintance 
with his coufin, king Richard, and his uncles, 
whom he had never feen. He therefore engaged 
many knights and fquires to accompany him ; in 
particular the lord de Gomegines, becaufe he was 
well known in England, having lived there fome 
time. Sir William refolved, while his prepara^ 
lions were making, to vifit his father, the count of 
iHainauIt, Holland, and Zealand, to fpeak with 
iiim on the fubjeft, and to take leave of him 
before he went to England. He thei«fore fet out 
from C^efiioy, in Hainault, and continued his 
journey to the Hague, a good town in Holland, 
where his father then refided. 

During the vifit, he told his father his intentions 
to partake of the great feaft in England, to fee 
his couiins and other Englifh lords whom he was 
defirous of knowing. * William,* replied the 
count, * my good fon, you have nothing to do 
in England : you are now connefted by marriage 
with the blood-royal of France, and your fift» is 
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Burgundy : you have no occafion, therefore, to 
feek other connexions.' * Aiy lord,' anfwered fir I 
"Wiliiam, ' I do not wifh to go to England to forOI j 
any alliance, but merely to tilt and enjoy this ieaft, | 
which has been publicly proclaimed every where, ' 
and vifit my coufins whom I have never feen. 1 
Should I not go thither, after the particular Invi^ 
tation I have had, for a purpofe meflenger brought j 
it me, my. refufal will be confidered as the effeft.j 
of pride and prefumption. I feel myfelf boun^ J 
therefore in honour to go, and I beg, father, that j 
you will not refufe me your confent. ' ' Wiliiara,* ■ 
replied the count, ' you are your own mailer ; I 
aft as you pleafe ; but I fhould think, for the fake ] 
of peace, it were better you did not go.' 

The count d'Oftrevant, perceiving this fubjefl 
was difagreeable to his father, turned the con- 
verfation to other matters ; but his refolution was 
fixed, and his purveyances were continued to be 
made and forwarded to Calius. His herald, Go- 
megines, was fent to England to inform the king j 
and his uncles, that he would come honourably j 
attended to his feaft. They were much pleafed at 
this intelligence, and prefenied the herald with.j 
great gifts, which were very acceptable, for he- 1 
became blind towards the end of his days, I know [ 
not if he had angered God that he was afilifted 
with fuch apunifliment ; but this herald, when ift I 
power, had behaved with fo much infolence, that 
he was httle pitied in his diftrefs. 

Vol. X. <^ Ihe 



226 

The count d*Oftrevant took leave of his father, 

and, on his departure from the Hague, returned 

' to his lady at Quefnoy. Many noble knights vere 

.'bufy in preparations for this feaft that had been fo 

pompoufly proclaimed. 

The count Waleran de Saint Pol, who had mar- 
ried the half-lifter to king Richard, aflembled a 
handfome body of knights and fquires, and with 
them made for Calais, where paflage*yeflels were 
waiting to convey to Dover the lords and knights 
going to this tpumament. From Dover, they 
continued their journey to London, where their 
fervants had previoufly fecured their lodgings. 

The count d'Oftrevant fet out fromHainault with 
a numerous attendance of knights and fquires, and 
travelled through Artois to Calais, where he met 
the count de St. Pol. When the wind was fa- 

* 

vourablcy and their attendants embarked, thcy 
croiTed the channel; but it was told me, and I 
believe it, that the count de St. Pol arrived firft at 
London, where he found the king and his brother- 
in-law, fir John Holland, who, with many other 
nobles, made him a hearty welcome, and enquired 
the news in France. 

The count d'Oftrevant having croffed the fea, 
(lopped at Canterbury, and on the Friday morn- 
ing, without breaking his fail, paid his devctiom 
at the ihrine of Thomas a Beckct, n>aking at the 
fame time a very rich offering at that altar. 

He remained that whole day at Canterbury, 
and on the following went to Rochefler. On ac- 
count of his numerous train, he travelled but a fhort 

day*s 



227 

day's journey, to fpare his horfes that, carried the 
baggage. After mafs, he kft Rochefter, and 
dined at Dartford, whence he continued his jour- 
ney to London, for it was on this Sunday the tour- 
naments were to begin. 

This Sunday, according to proclamation, being " 
the next to Michaelmas day, was the beginning of 
the tiltings, and called the feaft of the challengers. 
About three o'clock, there paraded out from the 
1 o wer of London, which is fituated in the fquare 
of St. Catherine, on the banks of the Thames,^ 
fixty barded courfers ornamented for the tourna- 
ment, on each was mounted a fquire of honour 
that advanced only at a foot's pace; thefn came 
fixty ladies of rank mounted on palfreys mofl ele- 
gantly and richly drelTed, following each other, 
every one leading a knight with a filver chain 
completely armed for tilling ; and in this procef- 
fion they n^oved on through the ftreets of London, 
attended by numbers of minftrels and trumpets, to 
Smithfield* The queen of England and her ladies 
and damfds were already arrived and placed in 
chambers h^ndfomely decorated. 

The king was xyith the queen. When the ladies 
who led the knights arrived in the jquare, their 
fervai^ts were ready to affift them to difmount from 
their palfreys, and to condu^ them to the apart-p 
ments prepared for them. 

The knights remained until their fquires of 
honour had difmounted iand brought them, their 
courfers, which having mounted, they had their 
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helmets laced on, and prepared themfelres in all 
points for the tilt. 

The count de Saint Pol with his companions 
now advanced, faandfomely armed for the occar* 
lion, ^d the tournament began. Every foreign . 
knight who pleafed tilted, or had time for fo 
doing, before the evening fet in. The tilti^gs 
were well and long continued, until night forced 
them to break off*. The lords and ladies then 
retired where they had made appointments. The 
queen was lodged in the bifhop of London's pa^ 
lace near St. Paul's church, where the banquet waa 
held. 

Towards evening, the count d'Oftrevant ar-r 
rived, and was kindly received by king Richard 
and his lords. The prize for the opponents was 
adjudged' to the count de St. Pol, as the beft 
knight at this tournament, and that for the tenants 
to the earl of Huntingdon. 

The dancings were at the queen^s refidence, in 
the prefence of the king, his uncles and the barons 
of England. The ladies and damfels continued 
their amufements, before and after fupper, until it 
was time to retire, when all went to their lodgings, 
except fuch as were attached to the king or queen, 
who, during the tournament, lived at the palace 
of the bifhop of London. 

You would have feen on the enfuing morning, 
Monday, fquires and varlets bufily employed, in 
different parts of London, furbiihing and making 
ready armour and horfes for their' mailers who 

were 
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were ^ to engage in the jufts. In the afternoon, 
king Richard entered Smithfield magnificently ac- 
companied by dukes, lords and knights, for he 
was chief of tht tenants of the lifts. Thq queen 
took her ftation as on the preceding day, with het 
ladies, in the apartnients that had been prepared 
for her. The count d'Oftrevant came next, with 
a large company of knights and fquires fully armed 
for tilting ; then the count de Saint Pol and the 
knights from France. 

The tournament now began, and every one ex- 
erted himfelf to the utmoft to excel : many wer6 
tmhorfed, and more loft their helmets. The jutt- 
ing continued with great courage and perfeverance 
until night put an end to it. The company now 
rcth-ed to their lodgings or their homes; and, 
when the hour for fupper was near, the lords and 
ladies attended it, which was fplendid and well 
fervcd. The prize for the opponents at the tour- 
nament was adjudged by the ladies, lords and 
heralds, tp the count d'Oftrevant, who for eclipfed 
all who had tilted that day : that for the tenants 
was given to a gallant knight of England called fir 
Hugh Spenfer. 

On the morrow, Tuefday, the tournament was 
renewed by the fquires, who tilted in the prefence 
'of the king, qiieen and all the nobles, untiLnight, 
when all retired as on the preceding day. The 
fupper was as magnificent as before at the palace 
of the bilhop, where the king and queen lodged ; 
and the dancing lafted until day-break, when the 
company broke up. 
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The tournament was continued on the Wcdnef' 
day by all knights and fquires indifcriminately) 
who were inclined to juft : it lafted until nighty , 
and the fupper and dances were as the preceding 
day. 

On Thurfday, the king entertained at fupper all 
the foreign knights and fouires, and the queen 
their ladies and damfels. The duke of Lancafter 
gave a grand dinner to them on the Friday. On 
Saturday, the king and his court left London for 
Windfor, whither the count d'Oftrevant, the 
count de Saint Pol, and the foreign knights who 
had been prefent at the feafts, were invited. All 
accepted the invitation, as was right, and went to 
Windfor, which has a handfome caftle, well built 
and richly ornamented, fituated on the Thames, 
twenty miles from London. 

The entertainments were very magnificent in the 
dinners and fuppers king Richard made, for he 
thought he could not pay honour enough to his 
coufin the count d'Oftrevant. He was folicited by 
the king and his uncles to be one of the compa- 
nions of the order of the blue Garter, as the chapel 
of St. George, the patron, was at Windfor. In 
anfwer to their requeft, he faid he would confider 
of it, and inftantly confulted the lord de Gome- 
gines and the baftard Fierabras de Vertain, wha 
were far from difcouraging him from accepting the 
order. He returned to the king, and was admitted 
a knight-companion of the Garter, to the great 
furprife of the French knights then prefent. They 
nmr mured together, and faid, — * This count 
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d'Oftrevant plainly fhews that his heart Is more 
inclined to England than France, when he thus 
accepts the order of the Garter, which is the de- 
vice of the kings of England. He is purchafing 
the ill will of the court of France and of my lord of 
Burgundy, whofe daughter he has married, and a 
time may come for him to repent of it. However, 
to fay the truth, he muft know what concerns him 
beft: but he was well beloved by the king of 
France, his brother the duke of Touraine and all 
the royal family ; fo that, when he came to them 
at Paris or elfewhere, they fhewed him more kind- 
nefs than to any other of their cpufins.' 

Thus was the count d'Oftrevant blamed by the 
French without the fmalleft eaufe } for what he 
had done was no way to injure the crown of France, 
nor his coufms and friends of that country. No- 
thing was farther from his mind than any hoftility 
to the king of France ; but he had accepted the 
Garter to oblige his coufins in England, and oh 
occafion to be a mediator between the two coun- 
tries. When he took the oaths ufual on the ad- 
miffion of knights to the order, it ought to be 
known publicly that nothing was faid or done 
prejudicial to France, nor any treaties entered into 
with th^t intent. I mention thi^, fince it is im- 
poffible to prevent the envious from fpreading 
abroad their tales. 

When the entertainments at Windfor had lafled 
a fufficient time, and the king had made hand- 
fome prefents to the knights and fquires of 
France, particularly to the young count d'Oftre- 
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vant, the company took leave of the king, the 
queen, and the coiirt^ and departed for their dif« 
ferent homes. 

Kumour, which piagnifijes every thing, carried 
to the king of France, his brother and uncles, 
every particular that had paffed at this feail in 
England. 1 hofe who had been there confirmed it, 
nothing was forgotten, but rather additions made, 
with the intent of doing mifchief in preference to 
good. They related, that William of Hainault, 
who called himfelf count d'Oftrevant, had taken 
great pains to honour this feaft ; that he had had 
the prize given him at the tournament in prefer- 
ence to many other foreign knights, and that he 
was loud in the praife of the Engliih, and was 
become the liege man to the king of England by 
taking the oaths, and accepting the order of the 
blue Garter in the chapel of Saint George at Wind- 
for ; which order had been eftablifhed by king 
Edward and his fon, the prince of Wales ; that no 
one could be admitted a knight companion of that 
order, without making oath never to bear' arms 
againft the crown of England, and this oath the 
count d'Oflrevant had taken without the fmalleft 
refervation. 

The king of France and bis uncles, on hearing 
this, were much troubled and vexed with the count 
d'Oftrevant. The king faid,— * Only think, it is 
not a year ago fmce the count begged of me that 
his brother might be biftiop of Cambray ; but, 
after what we have heard, that would now be much 
to our prejudice. It will be better that our coufia 
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. of Str Pol have Cambra)^ than John of Halnauh,— 
The Hainaulters were never our fmcere friends, nor 

, ever will be, for they are too proud and prefump- 
tuous, and have always been more attached to 
England than France, but a time may come when 
they fhall dearly pay for it. We will,* added ^he 
king, * that the count d'Oftrevant be fummbned to 
appear before us, and do homage for the county of 
Oftrevant, or we will difpoflefs him and attach it to 
our crown/ 

Such of the council as were prefent, replied,— 
^ Sire, you lay well, and what you order ought to 
be done/ The duke of Burgundy, whofe daugh- 
ter the count had married, was highly difpleafed at 
thqfe reports ; for he had always puftied his fon- 
in-law as much as he could into the good graces of 
the king and the royal family. This bufinefs was 
not negleded ; for the king of France wrote very 
(harp letters to the count d'Oftrevant, which he 
fent to him at Quefiroy, commanding him to come 
to Paris, and, in the prefence of the peers of 
France, do homage for the county of Oftrevant, 
or he would make war upon him, and difpcfffefs 
him of it. 

"J he count d^Oftrevant, on perufing thefe let- 
ters, found that- the king and his council were much 
angered, and inftantly aflembled his moft con- 
fidential counfellprs to confider of the anfwer. He 
called to his aid the lord de Fontaines, the lord de 
Gomegines, fir William de Heremies, the lord 
de Traffegnies, the iDailiiF of Hainault, the lord 
de Sancelles, fir Race de Montigny, the abbot 
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dc Crefpin, John Scmart, and James Barrier of 
Valenciennes. Thefe counfellors having fome time 
debated, and turned the matter over various ways, 
thought it moft advifable to write to the king of 
France, and anfwer generally to what he had urged, 
and demand aii oppoitunity for fo doing mqre 
particularly, by perfons that were properly quali- 
fied, and not by letters. In the mean time, they 
recommended fending a well informed meffenger 
to. duke Albert in Holland, to acquaint him with 
what was pailing, and have his advice. 

This was done : they wrote fuch humble and 
di.fcreet letters to the king of France and his coun- 
cil, as greatly pacified them ; and fent the lord de 
Traflegnies, the lord de Sancelles, John Semart, 
and James Barrier to Holland. On being admitted 
to the count of Holland, they laid before him the 
iituation of Hainnult, and the letters that had been 
received from the king of France. 

If the count of Holland was not furprifed at. 
what had happened, it is not to be wondered at; 
for he replied, — * I was jufl: thinking that what you 
tell me would come to pafs : my fon William had 
no bufmefs to go to Kngland. I have given up to 
him the government of Hainault : let him advife 
with the wifeft and moft prudent in that country. 
Make intereft with our fair coufin, the duke of 
Burgundy ; for he has the power to fet to rights 
all this bufmefs. I cannot give you better advice,, 
nor recommend a more fit perfoii to addrefs your- 
felves to.' 

On this, the envoys returned to Hainault, and 
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related all that had paffed, which gave fatisfaftiom 
1 he lord de Traffegnies, fir William de Here- 
mies, fir Race de Montigny, John Semart and 
James Barrier, were ordered to wait on the king 
of France and the duke of Burgundy. The 
detail of all that paflfed would be too long for fuch 
a hiftory as this, that embraces fo many objedk. 
The conclufion was, that notwithftanding the fup- 
port of the duke of Burgundy, the count d'Oftr^- 
vantwas forced to go to Paris to perform hist 
duty, and acknowledge his holding the county, of 
Oftrevant from the crown of France, other wife he 
would have had war inftantly carried into Hainault* 
The lord de Couey and fir Oliver de Cliflbn took 
much pains that a war fhould enfue ; but the lord 
de la Riviere and fir John le Mercier countet* 
afl:ed them to the utmoft of their power. As we 
have dwelt too long on thefe matters, we will 
return to the barons and knights of Fiance, who 
were befieging the ftrong town of Africa againft 
the Saracens. 
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V CHAP.XXir. 

THt SIEGE OF AFRICA IS RAISED. THE CAUSE 

OF IT. — THE KNIGHTS AND SQUIRES RETURN 
TO THEIR OWN COUNTRIES* 

"^^OU have before heard, what pains the Chrif- 
""■ tians took to conquer the town of Africa j 
for they thought, if they fucceeded, they fhould 
gain great renown, and be able- to withftand, 
during the winter, all the forces the infideig 
could bring againfl them, until they fhould be 
reinforced from Europe, efpficially by the king 
of France, who was young and fond of arms, 
and there were ftill two years to run of the truce 
with England : the. Chriftians had therefore laid 
liege to Africa, as being the mofl convenient en- 
trance into Barbary. The infidels, fufpicious of 
fuch being their intentions, well vidualled the 
place, and reinforced it with a new garrifon,/ the 
better to guard it. 

The fiege ftill continued, although, after the 
before-mentioned lofs on the part of the Chriftians, 
little advantage was gained, and the men at arms 
were greatly difcouraged ; for they could not ob- 
tain any opportunity of changing the tirefomenefs 
of their fituation, and of revenging themfelves on 
the enemy. Many, in confequence, began to 
murmur and fay, — ^ We remain here in vain ; 
for if we do nothing more effectual than ikir- 
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xnilhmg, we fhall never gain the town: if, by 
laccident, we kill one infidel by our arrows, 
they fupply his place with ten more, as they arc 
in their own country, and have provifion and 
(lores in abundance, while ours are brought with 
' much difBtulty and uncertainty. What will be- 
come of us, if we ftay longer ? The cold nights 
of winter will freeze and benumb us to death* 
We fhall be in a mofl difagreeable ftate for many 
Teafons : firft, at that time of the year the fea will 
be fo tempeftuous no one will venture on it, Wc 
have now but eight days provifion, and fhould the 
jlormy weather fet in, and prevent any veffels ar- 
riving, we muft inevitably perifli. Secondly, fup- 
pofe we have provifion and ftores in plenty,- how 
can the army fupport, for fo long a time, the 
fatigue of a regular ^uard? The danger will be 
too great ; fbr the enemy is on his own ground, 
.and well acquainted with the coutltry, and may 
attack us in the night-feafon, as we have already 
feen, and do us infinite damage. Thirdly, ihould 
we be infefted with any diforder,^ from want of 
better air and frefti provifion, it may be conta- 
gious, and we fhall drop oflF one after another, 
for we have not any remedies to guard againfl 
fuch a misfortune. Befides, fhould the Genoefe, 
who are a treacherous race, wi(h to return without 
us, they might embark in the night-time, and, when 
once on board their veffels, we could not prevent 
them, and they would leave us here to pay the 
reckoning. It will be right that we remonftrate 
-with our lords, who are enjoying their eafe, on 
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thele our fufpicions ; for the Genoefe do not con- 
ceal their opinions of us. Some of their talkers 
have faid to our men, — * You Frenchmen are odd 
men at arms : when we failed from Genoa, we 
thought you would have conquered this town of 
Africa within a week or fortnight after your land- 
ing ; but we have been here nearly two months, 
and nothing has been done : by the affauks and 
fkirmifhes you make, the town need not fear you 
thefe two years ; and at the rate you go on, you 
vitl never conquer the kingdoms of Tunis, or 
Africa/ 

The Genoefe had fo frequently held this lan- 
guage to the varlets and othel^s of the army^ that 
it reached the ears of their lords, and was r©. 
peated to the lord de Coucy, v^ ho was wife and 
prudent, and tb whom the whole army looked 
up. He confidered a while, atid then faid to 
himfelf, — ^ The converfations of thefe Genoefe 
are but too well founded in truth : to put a flop 
to them, a full affembly of the principal knights 
muft be held, to confider how we are to proceed, 
for winter is faft approaching/ At this touncil, 
which ^iTis held in the duke of Bourbon's tent, va- 
rious plans were propofed; but the conclufion 
was, that they would, for this feafon, break up 
the fiejge, and every perfon fhould return home 
the way he had come. The chief lords fecretly 
made preparations accordingly, and, calling to 
them the maflers of the galleys and other veffels, 
acquainted them with their intentions. The cap- 
tains were much furprifed, and faid, — ^ My lords, 

do 
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do not harbour any fufpicions of us, for we arc 
pledged to you by our honour and oaths, and wq 
will moft loyally aiid honeftly acquit ourfelves. 
Had we pleafed, vc e might have accepted the fa- 
vourable offers that were made us by the Africans, 
but we refufed to enter into any treaty with them, 
from our attachments and engagements to you.' 

* We have no doubts of you, gentlemen,* re- 
plied the lord de Coucy, ' for we look on you as 
loyal arid valiant men : bill we have confidered our 
fituation ; winter is at hand, and we have a fcarcity 
of provifion. Should it be God's good pleafurc 
that we return to France, we will inform the king, 
who is young and fond of war, of the ftate of this 
country. At this moment, he knows not wherfe 
to employ his force, for he and the king of Eng- 
land are It peace. He is unhappy when idle, and 
we (hall advife him to undertake an expedition hi- 
ther, as well to have the pleafure of meeting the 
king of Sicily as to conquer this country from the 
Saracens. Prepare and make ready your galleys, 
for we (hall leave this coaft in a very few days.' 

The Genoefe ' were not well pleafed with the 
French lords for thus breaking up the fiege of the 
town of Africa ; but, as they could not amend it, 
they were forced to bear with it as well as they 
could* 

There was a rumour current in the Chriftian 
camp, that the Genoefe were treating with the 
Saracens to betray and deliver up to them the re- 
mainder of the army. It was firmly believed by 
^nany, and they faid: * Our principal com- 
manders 
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nianders, the^ duke of Bourbon, the dauphin <rf^ 
AuTergn?, the lord de Coucy, fir Guy de • la Tri- 
mOuiile, fir Philip de Bar and fir John de Vienne^ 
are welt acquainted with this plot ; and » for this 
reafon they have determined fuddeuly to break vp 
the liege/ 

When It was proclaimed that every one was 
to embark on board the galleys or other vefiels, 
in an orderly manner, you would have feen the 
varJets in the greatefl; bliftle packing up the pur- 
veyances of their different lords, and conveying 
tbem on board the (hips which lay at anchor off 
the /hore. When all things were embarked, the 
knights entered the galleys that had brought tbem 
thither: many had bat-gained with the captains to 
carry them to Naples, others to Sicily, Cypruscr 
Rhodes, thence to perform a pilgrimage to Jeru- 
falem. 

After having remained fixty-one days before the 
town of Africa, they broke up the fiege, and fet 
fail from that country in fight of the Saracens from 
the walls. This gave them fuch joy that they 
founded horns and beat drums, and made fo great 
a noife by their flioutings, as to be heard in the 
army of the Saracens. Several young knights 
mounted their horfes, and galloped to the place 
where the camp had been, to fee if they could 
find any thing left behind. Agadinquor d^OIiferne 
and Brahadin.de Tunis were the firft to arrive ; but 
the Chriftians had fo completely cleared the camp, 
that there was nothing for them to carry away. 

The Saracens left their itation to examine the 

camp. 
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campf and remained more than two hours no- 
ticing the manner and form of it. They praifed 
much their fubtlety in finking wells for frefli 
water, and, having for fome time viewed the gal- 
leys under fail, they returned to vifit their friends 
in the town of Africa. Others went to their 
quarters, and rejoiced greatly that the Chrif- 
tlans had not dared to remain longer. They held 
their power very cheap, and faid, they fliould no 
longer fear, as they had done, the French or Ge- 
noefe. They fpoke truly, as I ftiall explain. 
When this Hege was raifed, the Saracens grew 
proud on the occafion, for they faw the Genoefe 
had exerted themfelves to their utmoft power to 
annoy them : this expedition could not have been 
undertaken without an enormous expenfe, and 
they had not gained any thing. But they did not 
know the great loffes the Chriftians had fuffered 
until that day, and I will tell you by what accident 
ithappened. In the camp of the Chriftians was found, 
lying on the ground, a Genoefe varlet, who was 
too ill with a fever to be removed when the lailors 
fought for thdr men to embark on board the 
barges. The Saracens were delighted on finding 
this man, and ordered no harm to be done him. 
They carried him to the principal commanders of 
their army, and told them where they had found hun. 
An interpreter was fent for to examine him t but at 
firft he would not make any anfwers, confider- 
ing himfelf as a dead man, and defiring they would 
put him out of his pain. 
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The chiefs of ' the army, fuch as Agadinquor 
d'Olifeme and Brahadin de Tunis, thought they 
ihould gain nothing by his death ; and to induce 
him to anfwer truly, without any equivocation, 
what queftions fhould be put to him, they pro- 
mifed to fpare his lifcj and fend him fafe and well 
to his own country on board of the firft galley that 
ihould come thither from Genoa or Marfeilles, 
jwith a prefent of one hundred golden befants. 
The yarlet hearing this, was freed from his fears 
of death and made eafy ; for he knew that thefe 
Saracens never ,break their words ; and, as every 
one dies as late as he can, he faid to the inter* 
preter, *Make them all fwear on their faith to 
keep what they have promifed, and I will truly 
anfwer whatever you may aft.' The interpreter 
repeated this to the' lords, who having confented 
to his demand, the val-let faid, ^ Now aft what 
queftions you pleafe, and I will anfwer them.' 
He was firft afted who he was, and his place of 
refidence, and replied, * Portenances * ; [that his 
name was Simon Mollevin, and fon to a captain of 
H galley at Portenances] :* then as to the com- 
nianders of the Chriftian army. He named fe* 
.veral ; for, having kept company and drank with 
the heralds, he had often heard their names men- 
tioned and had remembered fome of them. lie 
was afted, if he knew the reafons why they had 
fo ftiddenly raifed the fiege and departed. To 
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* Portenances. In the MSS. Portenaucs. Q. if not Porto- 
prosj one of ti^e iflands of Hieres^ off Provence. 
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this he made a very prudent reply, by Trying, he 
was ignorant of it, as he was not pi^ent at the 
council of war when it was determined on, and 
could only tell them what was the common report 
in the army. It was faid, that the French fuf- 
pefted the Genoefe of a defign to betray them ; 
but the Genoefe declared this was falfe, and wrong- 
fully imputed to them by the French. They had 
left the coaft becaufe they were afraid to winter ii| 
this country, and rifk the lofs of as many knights 
as they ha^ onc^ done. 

. ^ Afk him,* faid the lords to the interpreter, 
* to explain this/ . He replied, * So great was the 
lofs on the day the combat w;ts to have taken place 
between ten of your knights ^th ten of ours, that 
upwards of fixty knight^ and fquires, men of re- 
nown, died that day ; and it.was folely on thi^ ac- 
count,' as the Genoefe faid, *the liege wasraifed^* 
The Saracen chiefs feempd yery muf:hpleafed on 
hearing this, and made no further inquiries, but 
pundually kept the promife they had made 

|iim« 

On his return to Portenances and Genoa, he re-' 
lated all that had paffed and what anfwers he had 
made, for which he was no way blamed. The Sa- 
racens faid among themfelves, — ^ We have been 
very negligent in not taking better meafures againft 
this union of the French and Genoefe ; for, though 
they have been this time unfuccefsful againft Africa, 
we mull henceforward put our coaft in a better 
Hate of defence (which we may eafily do) ; and 
V^e mijit) in particular, guard the llraits of Morocco 
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fo ftrongly that nacher the Genoefe not Venedams 
ihall carry dieir merchandife to Flanders through 
this ftraity without paying fo great a toll as to make 
all the world wonder thereat, and even then it fliall 
be confidered as a matter of favour.' 

What thefe Africans had propofed they aotf 
cuted ; and all the kingdoms to the fouth, wefi; mi 
eaft> formed an alliance, fuch as Africa, Tun£i^ 
Bugia, Morocco, Benmarin, Treme9en and Gra* 
nada, with a refolution of well guarding their 
coafb, and equipping fuch a fleet of galleys as 
Ihould make them mafters of the fea> through 
hatred to the French and Genoefe for their late 
fiege of Africa. They interrupted fo much the 
navigation of the Venetians and Genoefe, that mdt^ 
chandifb f^m Alexandria, Cairo, Damafcus, Vi^ 
mce, Naples or Genoa, was difficult to be had m 
Flanders for money; and, in particular, every folt 
of fpicery was enormoufly dear. 
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CHAP. XXIII. 

KINC CHARLES OF FRANCE PROPOSES TO MARCH 
TO ITALY, TO FORM AN UNION OF THE 
CHURCH BY FORCE, AND THENCE TO BAR- 

BARV. AMBASSADORS FROM EMQLAND OFFER. 

PROPOSALS FOR A PEACS BETWEEN HIM AND 

KING RICHARD. THE DEATH OF JOHN KING 

OF CASTILLE. HE IS SUCC EEDED BY HIS SON 

HENRY, WHO IS CROWNED KING, THOUGH BUT 
NINE YEARS OF AQE. 



Vl/TIEN the Chriftian fleet failed from Africa, 
' all croffed the fea, but did not difembark at 
the fame port. Part met with heavy tempefts that 
put them in great danger : the greater part, how- 
ever, returned to Genoa. Religious proceilions 
were making in France for their fafety, for they 
knew not what was become of them, not having 
had any intelligence fince their departure. 

The ladies of Coucy, of Sully, and the dauphi- 
nefs of Auvergne, were in great anxiety for their 
lords, as long as the expedition lafted, and were 
much rejoiced on hearing they were returned. 
The duke of Bourbon and the lord de Coucy fet 
off privately for Paris, leaving their attendants be- 
hind, and arrived there about Martinmas-day. 
The king, as was natural, was well pleafed to fee 
them, and alked many queftions refpefting Bar- 
bary, and the fuccefs of the expedition. Tliey 
R 3 related 
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related all they had feen or heard, which was 
eagerly liftened to by the king and his brother, 
the duke of Touraine. The king faid, * If we can 
manage to reftore union tp.. the church, and efta- 
bliih a found peace betw^n us and England, we 
Ihould very much like to lead a great army to Bar- 
bary, to exalt the Chriftian faith, confound the 
infidels, and acquit the fouls of our predeceffors, 
king Philip cf happy memory, and king John oiir 
grandfather ; for both of them put on the ver- 
milion crofs, to pals the fea for the holy land; 
and they would have done fo, if violent wars had 
not nearly overturned their kingdom. Now, if 
we can reflore union and peace to the church, and 
lengthen our truce with the Englifb to a proper 
term, we are refolved to undertake this expe- 
dition/ 

Such were the eonverfations between the kiiig 
of France and his utlcle, the duke of Bourbon, 
and the lord de Coucy, and thus did things re- 
main. By degrees, thofe who had been in Africa 
returned home. The king lived at Paris the whole 
feafon, refiding fometimes at the Louvre, at others, 
with the queen, at the h6tel de St. Pol. 

About St. Andrew's day, when the knights 
Were almoft all returned from Barbary, circum- 
(tances which ferved for a topic of converfation 
with every one, another expedition was talked of, 
at the Court of France, but Lcannot fay who was 
the firft pi-bmotet of it. The king of, France, 
who had a great love of arms, was thus addrefTed ; 
^ Sire, your devdtioa and inclination naturally 

lead 
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lead you to wilh to carry an expedifibn againll 
the infidels beyond fea, to conquer the holy land.' 
' That is very true,' anfwered the king : * it Conj- 
ftitutes the occupation of my thoughts night and 
day.' 1 believe the propofal was made by the 
lord de la Riviere or fir John le Mercier ; for 
they were both too much attached to pope Cle- 
ment, and fo greatly in the king's favour, that 
whatever they faid was done. Others, who were 
at the time in the king's company, faid ; * Sire, 
you cannot, in confcience, undertake fuch an exS. I 
pedition, while the church is difunited : begih ' 
with the head, and your enterprife will end the 
better.' ' How would you have me begin?' 
afked the king. ' Sire,' replied they, * at this 
moment you have nothing on your hands. You 
are at peace with the Englilh ; and you may, du- 
ring the truce, undertake, if you pleafe, an expe- 
dition ■ we do not fee a more brilliant one, than 
to march a large army to Rome and deftroy this 
anti-pope, whom the Romans, through error, 
have elefted and placed on the throne of St, Peter. 
This may be done, if you exert yourfelf ; a more 
meritorious or honourable fervice cannot be per- 
formed; and the inftant the anti-pope and his car- 
dinals Ihall learn you are advancing againft them 
with a large army, they will furrender themfelves 
to your mercy. 

The king liftened attentively to this, and faid 

he would confider of it. In truth, he was warmly 

attached to pope Clement ; fur the preceding year, 

when at Avignon, he had received the greateft 
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honours and attentions from htm, and he had 
given to him, his brother and uncles, more than 
they had aiked. Tliis Jie diought vas deferving 
fome return, and, on his taking leave, he had pro- 
mifed the pope, that he would attend tQ his affairs 
in fuch wife that the effed of his interference 
would foon be known. He coaiidered himfelf 
bound, therefore, to do fomething in his behalf. 

At this time, the dukes of Berry and Burgundy 
vere at Paris ; and it was generally reported^ ^al 
foon after March the king would fet out from 
Paris, for Savoy and Louibardy, and that the 
duke of Savoy was to fend his couiin-german with 
him. The king was to have under his command 
the duke of Touraine and four thoufand fpears $ 
the duke of Burgundy two thoufand ; the duke of 
Berry the fame number ; the conftable of France 
two thoufand Bretons and Saintongers, from the 
flat countries ; the duke of Bourbon one thoufand 
fpears; the count de St. Pol, and the lord de 
Coucy one thoufand fpears ; and all thefe men at 
arms were to be engaged and paid for three months, 
and thus from time to time. 

The pope and cardinals at Avignon were as much 
rejoiced, when intelligence of this was carried to 
them, as if the expedition were already co«i* 
. menced. It was propofed in the council that the 
king fhould invite the duke of Brittany to foqa 
part' of it, as th^y did not think it prudent to 
leave him behind. The king in confequoice wrote 
him a handfome letter, to explsun the plan ai|d 
intention of the ei(pedition» and to invite him to 

make 



make part o£ it, which he fent by an honourable 
man, one of his uihers at arms. . 

When the duke of Brittany had r^ad the letter, 
he burft out into laughter, and calling to them hi 
lord de Montboucher, fai4,— ^ See what my 4ord 
of France writes me. *He has undertaken to &t 
out in the month of March next for Rome, and 
deflroy, by the power of his arms, pope Boni£sico 
and his cardinals. As God is my help, he will 

* never fucceed, but ihortly have other flax to fpia, 
which will force him to give up fuch foolifii bu- 
.finefs. He defires me to accompany him with 
two thoufand lances. As I wiih to pay him every 
honour that is his due, I ihall write a very dvH 
anfwer back to pleafe him, and fay that, if he 
perfift in undertaking the expedition mentioned 
la his letter, he ihall not go without me^ finoe he 
is defirous of my company ; but I tell you, lord 
de Montboucher, that I ihall not trouble any of 

. my vaflfals on the occafion, for I repeat, it will ^id 
in words. ' 

The duke of Brittany fent very handfome let- 
ters by the uflier at arms, to the king at Paris, 
iHho was well fatisfied with the anfwer. No one 

m 

attempted to difcourage the king refpeding this 

.expedition, for. it was highly agreeable to the 

knights and fquires, as it made them of import* 

ance, and employed their time. All ranks of 

perfons made their preparations, even the clergy^ 

and the provmces wqre willing to tax themfelves 

to fend men at arms, at their expenfe, to (eryc 

theking^ 

This 
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This expedition ended. However, Is "the dukfi 
of Brittany had foretold ; and I will relate what 
occafioned its being broken oflF. About Candle- 
mas, intelligence was brought to the king and hid 
council, which they had not thought of nor for6> 
ieen. Part of the king of .England's catunet- 
council were fent in handfome (late to wait on the 
king of France at Paris. At the head of this le- 
gation were, fir Thomas Percy, fir Lewis Clifford, 
fir Robert Bricquet and other knights, whofe 
names 1 never heard. 1 he arrival of thefe knights 
at Paris was a great furprife though the lung had 
been informed of their coming; for the king of 
England had written to him, to fay he fliould ia 
a few days fend fome of his council to Paris, if 
he would be there. The king of France was very 
anxious to learn why thefe ambaifadors had been 
fent in fuch hade, and what they had to propofe. 

The (i^nglifli knights difmounted at the fign of 
the Chateau de Feflu, in the ftreet of la Croix 
du Tiroir, where they had fixed their lodgings* 
The king of France was at the Louvre, and the 
duke of Touraine with him : his three uncles, and 
the conftable of France, were likewife at their dif- 
ferent hotels in Paris. The Englifli arrived at 
.Paris in the afternoon, and ftaid the remainder of 
thac day and the night at their inn : on the mor- 
row, about nine o clock, they mounted their 
borfes, which were handfomely decorated, and 
went in ftate to the Louvre, where the king was 
waiting for them. He was attended by his bro- 
ther, his uncles, the count de St. Pol, the/ brd 
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de Coucy, fif Oliver de'CHffon^ conftable of 
France, fir John de Vienne, fir Guy de la Tri* 
mouille, and other great barons. 

The ambafTadors difinounted in the fquare be* 
fore the Louvre, and^ on entering the gate, were 
met by the lord de la Riviere, fir John le Mer- 
cier, fir Helion de Lignac, (ir Peter de VilKers, 
fir William de la Trimouille and fir William 
Marcel, who received them as knights of the 
king of England's council, and conduced them 
moft refpefl:fally to a handfome apartment where 
the king of France was. On their entrance, they 
took x)flF their hoods, and bowed very low. Sir 
Thomas Percy was the bearer of their credential 
letters, which he prefented to the king, who, on 
receiving them, made the knights rife. When 
they were rifen, they retired fome pace$ back* 
The king of France, having perufed the letters, 
called to him his brother and uncles, and ihewed 
their contents. His uncles then faid, * My lord^ 
call to you the knights from England, and de* 
niand the caufe of their coming hither. ' The 
king did fo, and the knights were a(ked the pur- 
port of their credential letters. Sir Thomas, in 
ieply, faid, — ' Dear fire, it is the wilh of our lord 
" the king of England, that his moft confidential 
counfellors fuch as his uncles of Lancafter, York 
or Glocefter, or fome prelates of England of whom 
that country has the beft opinion for fenfe and 
prudence, fhould meet others of like chara£ter, of 
your council, that they might confider on the 
means of forming a folid peace between you and 

him 
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him and jour allies. Thisji if it coutd be effeded^ 
would give, him fuch great fatisfadion^ that he 
would not complain of any trouble or pain his 
counfellors may endure, whom he fliall fend acrofa 
the fea to Amiens, or any other appointed place, 
for the carrying on this negotiation, and we are 
c<Mne hither from our lord to propofe this matter^ 
and to learn your intentions upon it. ' 

The king replied, — ^ Sir Thomas, you and 
your companions are welcome, and your vifit has 
given us very great pleafure. You will not leave 
Paris immediately : in the mean time, we will 9^ 
iemble our council, and, before your departure,' 
you ihall have fuch anfwer as (hall be fatisfa&ory 
to you. ' 

The Englifh were well pleafed with this reply, 
and the king entered on other matters of conver-^ 
fatioa. It was now dinner-time ; and the Englifh 
knights were detained to dine in the Louvre, and 
given in charge to the lord de Coucy and the 
lord de la Riviere, who led them into a very 
richly ornamented apartment, where a table was 
fpread for them. Ihey dined well, and at their 
leifure, the lord de Coucy and the conftable 
keeping them company. When dinner was over| 
they 'went into the king*s apartment^ and (laid un- 
til wine and fpices were brought in fplendid coiiifit 
boxes of gold and filver. After the knights had 
partaken of thefe, they took leave of the king 
and his lords, and defcended into the cburt, where 
they mounted their horfes and returned to didr 
lodgings. 

The 



"he propofals fir Thomas Percy had broaght 
fiom England were exceedingly agreeable to the 
king of France, to his uncle the duke of Burgundy, 
and to others of his council; but not to all, efpe- 
cially to thofe who were interefted concerning the 
pope of Avignon. They forefaw, that if nego- 
tiations were once begun between the two crowns, 
it would require a long time to bring them to a 
conclufion, and thus retard the expedition that 
was intended againfl Rome, to reduce pope Boni- 
face and his cardinals to the obedience of pope 
Clement. The objeft of peace, however, was fo 
welcome to all parts of Chriftendom, and would 
be of fuch advantage to every country that no one 
dared to fay any thing againfl it. Befides, the 
duke of Burgundy and his council and the duke 
of Bourbon were unanimous in their opinion with 
the king. 

The king of France (hewed much attention to 
fir Thomas Percy and his companions ; but there 
was one knight among thetn called fir Robert 
Bricquet, whom he did not fee with pleafure, for 
he was a Frenchman, had always been of the 
party of England or Navarre, and was now 2 
knight of the king of England's chamber. The 
Jung prudently diflembled his thoughts ; but, 
when he converfed with them, he always addreffed 
himfelf to fir Thomas Percy, fir Lewis CliiFord, 
or to fir John Clanvow. The king faid, — ' We 
(hall be happy to fee a folid peace eftabiiftied be- 
tween our adverfary of England and us, for the 
war and quarrel has lafied too long a tims ; and 
Iwifh 
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I wifh you to imdeiibnd that It fhall be no way 
OUT fault if the negotiations be not happily coii- 
cluded/ 

^ Sire/ replied the knights, ^ our lord the king 
of England, who has fent us hither, has the lame 
peaceable inclinations, and faid, on our departure, 
that it fliould not be to his blame if thefe wars 
and diflentions were not put an end to, for they 
had lafted too long ; and he was much furprifed 
fome prudent means had not been fooner thought 
of for this purpofe.* * Well,' replied the king^ *wc 
Ihall fee what good affection he bears us/ 

The Englifh remained at Paris fix days, and 
dined every day with one or other of the dukes. 
In the mean time, the matter of their coming had 
been debated in council, and it was fettled that 
the king of France, his uncles, and his cabinet- 
council, fhould be at Amiens the middle of March,, 
and wait there for the king of England, his uncles 
and council, if they were willing to meet them. 
The Englifh knights engaged, that on their fide 
there fliould not be any delay, and that fome of the 
, king's uncles, if not all, would be at Ainiens oa 
the appointed day. 

Ihus was this buiinefs concluded ; and thedaj 
before the .ambafladors were to take leave of the 
king and quit Paris, he went to the palace, and 
magnificently entertained at dinner thefe Englifh 
lords: his brother and uncles were prefent: he 
made fir Thomas Percy fit at his table, calling him 
coufin, from his relationihip with the earl of 
Northumberland. 
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During the dinner, fir Thomas Percy and Ins 
companions were presented with rich and hand- 
fome jewels, all but fir Robert Bricquet : he was 
paiTed unnoticed. The knight, who prefented 
them in the name of the king, (fir Peter Villiers, 
high fteward of the houfehold) faid to him; 
^ When you (hall have done fervice acceptable to 
the king, he is rich enough to reward you for it,' 
and then pafled by. Sir Robe*^t was melancholy 
on hearing this fpeech, and then firft learnt he was 
difagreeable to the king of France : he was there* 
fore forced to put up with the flight as well as he 
cpuld. 

' When dinner was over, and they had wafhed 
and the tables were removed, grace having been 
faid, minfti els of fong and others were called in, 
who performed, as ufual, before the king and hts 
company. After this, fir 'i homas Percy advanced, 
and, calling himfelf on his knee, faid ; ^ Very 
deai fire, I and my companions are much furpriled 
at one thing. You have moft fplendidly enter* 
tained us, and prefented us with rich gifts, for 
which we feel very thankful j but fir Robert 
Bricquet, who is a knight at arms, and chamber- 
lain to our fovereign lord the king of England, 
has been paiTed by, and we would willmgly know 
the feafon of it.' 

The king of France replied ; • Thomas, the 
knight you have named, fince you wifh to know 
the caufe of his being overlooked, ought not to 
have taken part againfl us ; for, had he been made 
prifoner in war, his ranfom would have inftantly 
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been paid by his death/ On faying this» he raifed 
np fir Thomas Percy, and converfed on other 
matters. 

Shortly after, wine and fpices were broi^ht, 
which having partaken of at their pleafnre, the 
ambai&dors took leave of the king, returned to 
their lodgings, and paid the amount of thdr ex« 
penfes. On the morrow,: they departed from 
Faris, and continued their journey to England, 
where they rebted to the king and his uncles 
every thing that had paifed, greatly extolling tb^ 
king of France*s magnificent entertainments, and 
the rich gifts he had made them. 

We willy for a while, leave fpeaking of England, 
;Mld fyf what was pafHng in Caftille. You have 
iieard of the alliance between the king of Caftille. 
and the duke of Lancafter, who had claimed that 
crown in right of his duchefs, the lady Conflance^ 
eldeft daughter of the late don Pedro, by whom 
he had a beautiful daughter, that was married to 
do^ Henry, prince of Galicia, heir to the crowi^ 
of Caftille. This marriage confirmed the peace 
|>etween them. 

About two years after the celebration of thefe 
nuptials, king John of Caftille departed this life, 
and was buried in the city of Burgos. On this 
event, the great barons and prelates of the realm 
aflembled, and declared their intentions to have 
for their king the young prince of Galicia. This 
was done, and the prince was crowned in the ninth 
year of his age : his queen was fix years older. 
Thus was the daughter of the duke of Lancafter, 
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by the lady Conllance, queen of Caflilte, and of 
all the' pofleffions of don Pedro, don Henry and,; . 
don John, excepting thofe parts which had beenii, 
afligned to the duke and duchefs of Lancalter fw , 
their joint lives. They had, befide, a penfion ofx. 
one hundred thoufand florins, for which four o^ j 
the mod opulent cities in Caftille were pledged^ij 
The duke of Lancafter had the pleafure of feeing , 
his two daughters queens of CaftiUe and Por-if^ 
tugal. 

We will now fpeak of the expedition made byi J 
John count d'Armagnac into Lombardy, for the- n 
matter requires it. 



CHAP. XXIV. 



OF THE EXPEDITION OF COUNT JOHN D AR*; ' 
MAGNAC INTO LOMBAEDY. — HIS DEATH, j 
THE SIEGE or AtEXANDKIA. 



TPHE intention of the count d'Armagnac to 
lead an army into Lombardy has been al- 
ready mentioned in this hiftory. His objeft was to 
alTift his fiftey.gerraan and her hufband, fir Bernabo 
Vifgonii, eldeft fon to that fir Bernabo whom the 
duke of Milan had unnaturally put to death. ThU 
duke was Galeas Vifconti, count de Vertus, whofe 
daughter the duke of Touraine had married. 
The lady of fir Bernabo was daughter to fir 
Vot. X. S Johp 
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John d^Armagnac, aftd^ bein]^ in great affli&io% 
hai^ recourfe txy her brothers, to wfaoxa ht, rcfcited 
thiel mifery of b^r fitoanba^ her poverty and ne* 
ceflky, ^ kiMbly pirayed their pity, and that 
they *ould; def(^)fd her againfli tbait tyrant dfte coinnCi 
de Vertus, ^bo had diOoherited her fvkboun ^Kt 
fnttdfefl rcafon. ' 

Tbef deu&t d*Aitnagnac pronuGed hit filter dmt 
fae \fouV3f comply wkh her requeft^ and bad d^; 
dared, that whatever it might coft him to recorer 
hey righ«s,^ bewoytd exertt himfelf ia the attempt 
to die ntmoft of his power. What he bad CB^; 
gaged to do, he performed; for I have beiare: 
mentioned, that in conjun£tion with the dauphin 
d'Auvergne, he had entered into treaties with 
many of the captains of forts in Auvergne, Li« 
moufm, Quercy or other parts, who, under colour 
of fighting for the king of England, had done die 
greatefl: mifchiefs to France. Thefe garrifons of 
Englifb, Gafcons and Bretons, received dl^ent 
fums, and a pardon from France on furrendering 
their caflles and quitting the kingdom. They 
readily, therefore, engaged to follow the count 
d'Arma^ac into Lombardy, and retired untfl the 
proper time towards the rivers Rh6ne and Saone. 
The dukes of Berry and Burgundy permitted them. 
to take what purveyances they pleafed in theii: 
lordjhips, for they were very defirous to be rid of 
them. ^ 

The lieutenant of the king of France fbr 
Dauphmy was at that time fir Enguerrand DurditSy 
and the king had writteR to Mm to permit all men 
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at arnss and their compaQiOM, wb6 fhoiiid &y 
they- belonged to the count d^Armagaac^ to paft 
if eely through Daup^y, and to have whatev^ 
they Eught'be in need of» £br their money. 

The count de Foix> hearing at hia reiidence at 
Orth(^s of the large armament die count d'Armag* 
nac was raifmg, beganrto be alarmed, ica he waa 
of a fnfpiciQus temper. He had indeed leamt^ 
for common report flies every \^here, that it waft 
intended for Lombardy, a^inft theduli^e of^Milan^ 
but as the anceftors of thu count d' Armagnac, and 
himfdf and his brother (ir Befnard, had beien at 
virar with him, he waa doubtful if this expeditiooi 
might not in the end be dire^ed againit him. Not 
to be unprepared, therefore, be had reinforced aod 
revifiualled all his caftles, that if they ihould*^ 
make an actack,. he might be enabled to meet thesk 
But neither the: count d' Armagnac nor his brother 
had fuch thoughts: they were deiiroos diidly to 
obifsrre^ the truce now edablifhed between them. 

Many knights and fquires from Ga&ony^ Kog^ 
hand and Brittany, who had engaged their fervices 
to the count d'Armagnac, had he declared war 
againft tbe count de Foix, wo)xId have left him 
and joined his adver fary ; fo much was the count 
de Vaix, beloved by men at arms for his liberality 
and com age. 

When the dnchefs of Touraine was infonned 
«hat the connt d* Armagnac was p^^aHng to lead 
a brge body of men at arms into Lombardy, 
n make war on fa«r father the duke of Milao, 
and that the dvkes of Berry and Burgundy cbn«^ 
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fented to it, from their defire to rid the kingdom 
of fo many pillagers which had of late fo grievoufly 
liaraifed it, (he did not remain idle, but inftantly 
^rote letters to the count de Vertus to give notice 
of it, that he might provide himfelf accordingly. 
^ The duke of Milan was already informed of this 
intention of the count d'Armagnac, and had col- 
leded men. at arms wherever he could find them, 
and reinforced his towns and caftles with men, 
ftores and provifion, concluding he fhould have a 
war to fupport againft this count d*Armagnac. 

About the middle of March, the greater part 
of the men at arms were affembled in the country 
iiear Avignon : between that place and Lyons, on 
the banks of the Rhone, were fifteen thoufand 
horfe. They croffed that river where it was the 
eafieft to pafs, and, entering Dauphiny, took up 
their quarters in the villages or fields. Others 
continued their route, the more fpeedily to ^ clear 
the pafies of the mountains, which are dangerous 
for man and horfe. 

The count d'Armagnac, his brother, with pthcr 
knights, vifited pope Clement and his cardinals at/ 
Avignon, and offered to ferve them and the 
church againft the tyrant of Lombardy, fbr which 
they felt themfelves obliged and returned many 
thanks. They ftaid at Avignon eight days, whik 
their troops pafied: chey then took leave of the 
pope and cardinals, and made ready to follow 
them. The two brothers, fir John and fir Ber* 
d'Armagnac, here feparated, and thus fir 
idrefied him: ' Fair brother, you will now. 

Teturo 



jreturn to Comimnges and Armagnac, to guard 
cur lands, for all the forts are not yet free from 
the marauders. There is Lourde, which fir Ar- 
kauie de Beam holds in the name of the king of 
England; and Bouteville is garrifoned by Foixiens 
under the command of fir John de GreJlly, fon to 
the late captal de Buch. Notwithftanding there 
is a truce between the count de Foix and us for the 
prefent, he is fo bold and enterprifmg a knight, 
that we are never fure what his intentions may be ; 
and for thefe reafons I wifh you to return inftantly 
home. You fliall hear very frequently from me 
during my abfence, and do you write conftantly.' 

Sir Bernard readily confenled to what his bro- 
ther had propofed, for he thought it prudent 
and well advifed : he had not befide any great in- 
clination to crofs the mountains. Jud on his de- 
parture, the count faid, — ' Bernard, you will go 
'hence to our coufin Raymond de Touraine, who 
has married my coufm the daughter of the prince 
of Orange, and is now engaged in war with the 
comtat VenaiHin, that belongs to the pope: entreat 
of him, for I have been fa requefted by the pope, 
'flhat he make his preparations to follow me in this 
'expedition, and he Ihatt be my companion in all 
things; I will wait for him at Gap*, fituated 
■among the mountains.* Sir Bernard promifed to 
'convey this meflage, and the brothers feparated, 
never to fee each other again. 



• Gap, — an ancient cily in Dauphiny, capital of the Ga- 
'iMDCoii) genctalily at Grenoble. 
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The count d'Armagnat took Ae roiad leading 
to the town of Gap, and fir Bernard that to the 
caftle of Boulogne, where fir Raymond de Tou- 
raine refided, who received him very kindly. Sir 
Bernard eloquently delivered the meffage from his 
brother, to induce him the more readily to com- 
ply with the requeft contsuned in k. Sir Ray- 
«jnond replied, — ^ Fan- coufm, before your brorber, 
the count d'Armagnac, fliall have advanced far 
kito Lombardy, or laid fiege to any town, it is 
very poffibfe that 1 follow him, but it is full time 
as yet for me and my people to begin our mardi. 
If my coufin therefore fends me intelligence about 
the middle of May I wfll fct out, for by that 
time I Tiope to make an end of my war againft 
my tmtle, Ae pope at Avignon, and bis cardinals^ 
who tiot only refufe me juftice, but detain from 
me, *by for^ce, every thing that my uncle, pope 
Gregory; difpofed of in my iavour. They riiinkto 
tire roe oirt and excommunicate me, birt they IhaTl 
be miftaken. Tliey engage knights and fquires 
to make wir on me, by granting them abfolutions, 
but filch have no talents for war ; and I fliaM have 
more eflFeftive men at arms for a thoufand florins, 
than they can obtain by their abfolutions for feven 
years.' 

^ My good tbufin,' anfwercd fir Bernard, ^ keep 
toyour.rcfoPcrtion: what you fay is true; and I 
would not, by any means, advife you to aft dther- 
wife than you do : juft as you have fpoken will I 
wite to my brother d'Armagnact* 

They were one whole day together, in die caftle 
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of Boulogne. On the morrow, fir Bernard d'Ar- 
magnac departed, and, crolfing the Uhone at the 
Pont du Saint Efprit, rode over the mountains, j 
through Quercy, until he reached his dedination, ' j 
leaving his brother to manage for hinifelf hU . 
war with the count de Vertus. Before, however, 
he left Pont du Saint Efprit, he wrote letters to 
the count d'Armagiiac, to inform him of the 
anfwer he bad received from fir Raymond de 1 
Touraine, and had alfo letters from his brother, on 
his xoad towards Gap. Having read dieir contents, J 
he putfued his journey without farther attending j 
to chem. J 

We will continue our hiftory of the count Johjj ] 
d'Armaguac until we bring it to a conclufion, . ] 
without fpeaking of other events. 

It was his great love and affeftion for his fifter. 
and brother, who had been fraudulently diGnheritecL J 
by the count de Vertus, who lliled himfelf lord.-] 
of Milan, that had induced him thus gaily to j 
march into the plains of Piedmont and Lombardy. 1 
There were likewife two very juft reafons for 
thii armament ; one was, the carrying away fuch i 
numbers of pillagers, who had for fo long a tirae I 
opprelled and robbed many of the provinces in. I 
France, for by this means the country was cleared | 
of them: the other, to affifl: his filler and her I 
hulband, who had unjuftly been deprived of their J 
inheritance, fo that he had, on every account, j 
juftice on his fide. The companions were una- I 
ninious to ferve him, and exclaimed, — ' Let us I 
cheerfully atuqk thefe Lombards: we haveajufl J 
S 4 quarrel 
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quarirel and a good captain, which will aflifl: OQt 
caufe, and we are going to the richeft country 
in the world; for Lombardy receives the fot from 
ether partd; and, as the Lotnbards are rich an4 
cowards. We fliall gain great profit. We, who arc 
captains, (hall ):eturti fo enormouHy rich, that wc 
need never more ,think of war, nor carry on any 
future warfi^gre/ 

Such were the tonverfations on their march ; 
and when they tzxAc to a rich country they halted 
there for fome time, to refrefli themfelves and 
their horfes. At the time I am now fpeaking of, 
that gallant Englifh knight, fir John Haftondc *, 
:was making war on the Florentines for pope Bo- 
niface, and had fixed his quarters in the neigh- 
bourhood of Florence. That country ;as well • as 
Perugia were in rebellion againid the pope. The 
count d'Armagnac thought if he could gain the 
afliihuice of fir John Hawkwpod^ who was a tnoft 
enterprifing and courageotis knight, he ihould be 
more fuccefsful in his war. In confequence, during 
his refidence at Grandef, at the entrance into 
Piedmont, he wrote to him long letters, expiana* . 
tory of his fituation, and the reafons which ureed 
him to make war on the duke of Milan. Having 
propjBrly fealed thefe letter^, he gave them to a 
prudent mefienger, who performed his duty well, 
in delivering tliem to fir John Hawkwood: he 
,wa3 then near Florence, and had under his com- 

^ p ■ ■ I - .. > ■-.. II ■ I I 

* Sir John Ha£londe. — Sir John Hawk\)7ood. 
t Grande,-^in the MSS'. Grando. Q. Grenct>le. 
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Tfiand full two thoufand combatants. He read 
the letters, or had them read to him. On hearing 
their contents, he was well pleafed, and replied, 
** that as Toon as he Ihould have put an end to the . 
war he was then engaged in, he would not attend 
to any other before he had joined the count 
d'.Arnnagnac.' 

The Iquire of the count, who had brought thcfc 
letters, was an honourable man, and replied, — 
*Sir, you fpeat well, and to the point: have the 
goodnefs to put into writing what you fay, that my 
lord, the count d'Armagnac, may be the more 
BfTured of your intentions.' * Very willingly,' farS . 
fir John Hawkwood; ' and it is but right, fince 
my pleafure and will are to meet him.' In the 
courfe of two or three days, the letters were written 
and given to the fquire who had come from the 
tount d'Armagnac. He inflantly fet out on his 
return, and found the count near to Pignerol', 
There were great negotiations going forward be- 
tween him and the marquis de Saluces, and the 
marquis was to join him in his war againft Milan- 
The news the fquire brought from fir John Hawk- 
wood was highly agreeable to the count d'Ar- 
magnac. He faid, ' that if it pleafed God, he 
would this feafon make fo fcvere a war on the 
count de Vertus, that he fliould be glad to accept 
of reafonablc terms, or he would perifli in the 
attempt.' 

" Pij^erol, — flnepifcflpal lowrnof I'iedmont, at the entrance 
fit the valley of Psioufc. 
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From what you have heard^ you may fuppole 
the count d'Armagnac had a great deiire to aid 
his. iifler, "^and it was compaffion for her that urged 
him Co iL When his men at arms had paflbd: the 
mountains, and had gained the rich plsuns of 
Piedmont, near to Turin, they were not long 
before they made excurfions, and committed great 
deftrudion on the furrcmnding yillagjes, which 
could not any way withdand theiti. 

The count d'Armagnac laid iiege to Afl{i^» 
inteadisg to wait there ior fir John Hawjgwood. 
Punneyances came from all quarters; atad the 
companions ranfomed foiall forts for faoYi&ofi^ 
and, imtil their wants were fuppUed, they took 
CFery thing away. The country rf P^nerdl and 
the territories of the marquis of Montferrat w.€te 
open to their foraging for themfelves and horfes* 
lliere came iikewife great quantities of provifioa 
to them from Daujphiny and Savoy. Many leant 
to the count d'Armagnac from the juftice of his 
quarrel with the count de Vertus, who liad 
wkkedly put to death :his unde Bemabo^ to gain 
his kihedtece; .and, although feveral of the great 
lords of that country were filent on theXubjed:, 
they felt* much compaflion for thole who had be^a 
tibus difinfaerited. 

During the fiege of Afti, a?rery agreeabfe news 
was brought to the count d'Armagnac iixatm fir 
John Hawkwood. He informed him, that the 



* Afti,--an ancient town of PLsdmon^ fife leagues N. E. 
from Albi, eight S. W. from Cafal. 
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Florentines and Venetians iiad fubmitted to the 
mercy of the pope; that he wa3 to be paid iixty 
thonfand Sorms, for hknfeif and his compsunkms ; 
mnd that, the moment thefe ^ere received, he 
would march with five hundred men «t arms and 
>a thoufand infantry towards the frontiers of Genoa» 
mnd, whether his enemies would or not, he intended 
to force a paffage to join him. The count d'Ar- 
magnac and his army were much pleafed at the 
thoughts of being affifted by fo abk a commander 
as fir John Hawkwood ; and he was adviled to 
break up the fiege of Afti, and transfer it to a 
larger town called Alexandria, fituated at the 
entrance of Lombardy^ and, after they fliould 
bai« conquered it, tp advance tp Bncffudl*, 
whidi is alfo a large and handfome city. 

ITie fiege was in conlequence transferred &om 
Afti to Alexandria, which is a fine dry, and feated 
in a rich plain on thefirontiers of Piedmont and 
Lombard V, in the direfl road to Genoa. The 
men at arms had croffed the Tefino, and lodged 
ftemfelves at their eafe in this plentiful country. 

Sir Galeas, lord of *Milant, count de Vcrtus, 
rdided in the city of Pavia, and daily heard of his 
enenues eftabhfliing themfdves in his country: 
but his greateft furprife was, how the co 7nt d'Ar- 
magnac found money to fatisfy the large T^ody of 
men at arms he had brought wkh him. His 
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*f He was created duke of Milan 1305, by Winceflaas Icing 
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toancily with whom he converfed on this fubjed^ 
rq>lied, — ' Sir, thefe are free companions, and part 
of tbofe[MlIagers who have fo long harafled France : 
they do not rcqiure pay, but to feek adventures, 
and run the chance of gain from plundering the 
coimtnr. ' In order to deliver France from them, 
after the furrender of thdr ftrong holds, the count, 
d'Annagnac leads them hither. The duke of 
Berry and the dauphin of Auvergne, whofe lands 
they had ibrely opprefled, treated with them by 
means of the count d'Armagnac, who oflfered the 
king of France and the above mentioned Iox4s to 
engage them in his quarrel with you. By dint of 
money he purchafed their forts ^ and the king of 
Trance granted them a free pardon for all their paft 
deeds, on condition they joineid the count d'Ar* 
natgazci and whatever they could conquer in thefe 
coumries was to be their own. They therefore zik 
no pay ; and there are among them men at arms 
that have five or fix horfes^ who, if in their own 
country, would be conftrained to go on, foot like 
abfolute paupers. They adventure themfelves 
boldly, and it is hazardous to engage Avith them, 
for they are all of determined courage. The heft 
advice we can give is, that you guard well your 
dlies and prmcipal towns, which are ftrongly 
garrifoned and well provided with all things ; for 
$hcy have no artillery, nor any machines for car- 
rying on a fiege worth thinking of. They will 
advance to the barriers of your towns to fkirmifii 
and do gallant deeds of arms; but they will not 
ipun any thing you may regret^ if one n^s^y judge 
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by what has paifed, for they have now been la tlus 
country more than two months, and have onlf 
conquered a fmall and inngnificant fort. Let them 
therefore come and go, without offering chem 
combat J for they will foon be tired of the war, 
and will be defeated without a battle. When they 
have deftroyed all the low countries, they will be 
in want of provifion, and famine will force them 
to return^ if no worfe accidents befal them« You 
muil order yo:ur men at arms to keep in bodies 
near to €ach other, that, in cafe of need, they 
may fuccour and give advice to thofe of the gar* 
rifons who may want it. Reinforce with them all 
your towns and caftles; for the rich citizens are 
not accuffomed to war, and will not defend them« 
fdves like knights or fquires who have been 
brought up to the profeflion. Send fome of your 
chivalry into Alexandria: you will gain doubly by 
k, for your city will be more ably defended, and 
your fubjeds will love you with greater affe&ioa 
when they fee you are attentive tp them in their 
diilrels. You are befide bounden to do this, for 
they pay you taxes and other levies for your go- 
verning and taking care of them. Your ene- 
mies cannot have a fufEcient force to furround 
Alexandria on all fides, and prevent the meiji at 
zxtns youih^l fend thither from entering the town; 
and, when the inhabitants (hall fee them arrive, 
their courage will be rsufed^ tl^elr attachment to 
you increafed, and any treaties they might have 
thought of entering into with your enemies ,wiU be 
put an end tOt' 

Thd 



270 

The lord of Mihn followed the advke Aat had 
been given him, and, without delay, fent thither 
a body of knights aiAl men at arms tint were in 
Us pay. On being muftered, they amomited to 
five hundred lances ; and an ancient knight, who 
had long been ufed to arms, called fir James de h 
Berme, was appointed their commander. They 
fode through bye ways until they arrived at. Akeas- 
andria m the evening, and entered it, when that 
enemies had retired fatigued to their quarters, from ' 
ftirmiihing at the barriers, for they could not re* 
main idle. . The citizens were rejoiced at the ar« 
rival of fir James de la Berme and his compa* 
nions, and not without caufe ; for the count d'Ar- 
nagnac, not having feen any men at arms dttriog 
the three days he lay before it, concluded none 
were in the town, and had kept up a contxnual 
afl&ult at the barriers ; but, fmall as the defence 
was, it had done fo well, that the Armagnacs had 
not gained any advantage. 

Sir James de la Berme, on entering the tx>wn, 
retired with his men to the lodgings which had 
been afiigned them, and having ts^en ibme ve- 
frefhment, they were waited on by the principal 
inhabitants, to congratulate them on their arrival: 
He inquired into the ftate of the town, and the 
numbers and fituation of the enemy, in order that 
he might ad accordingly. The moft intelligent 
replied, ^ that from the moment the cotmt d^Ar*^ 
magnac had come, there had never been amy cef* 
fation of fkirmifhes and attacks on the barriersi' 
^ Well,' replied the knight, * to-morrow, if it 
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pleafe Gody we will fee bow they bear themfdv^y 
and what tbey ma^ be iaclix^ to do* They are 
ignoraac of my arrival, aad I will lay aa aaaibaifak 
for tbeiQi, and make a private faliy/ ^ Ah^ mj 
lord/ laid thoir who had before fpoken to hiin^ 
* you mufl; be very cautious bow you ad, for the,y 
are fifteen thouiand horfe at ieaft^ and, fhouLd they 
difcover you ia the opea plain, th^y wili furround 
apd overpower you by their numbers, without 
Urikkkf^ a blow/ The knight aniwered^ ^ We 
will collider more of it; for, iince we are come, 
we mud attempt foitie deeds of ax;nt&/ The coa- 
verlation now ended,, and every one returned tohifr 
home; but the knight told his men, fecretty, he 
intended making a fally and placing an ambufb, 
that all might be prepared againft the morrow. 

The next day, fir James de la Berme and his 
troops being armed, made a fally through a privaCe 
gate, on the oppofite fide of the town to the place 
where the befiegers lay. He wa» accompanied^ ac 
the diftance of half a league^ by about three huur 
drpd of the townfmen, to a narrow valley where 
they could not be feen« He had left two hundred 
without the barriers, with orders, if they were 
attacked to defend themfelves. faintly, retreating ^ 
towards this valley, where they would be fiipport- 
ed b^y the ambufcade. They promiled pun&ual 
obedience to thefe orders. The day was exceed; 
ingly hot; but the count d*Armagnac was young 
and enterprifing: having heard mafs in his pa» 
vilion and drank a cup, he demanded his arms, 
and, having completely equipped himfelf, dif- 
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j^aydl only his pennon, and was atttiided by nn 
more than one hundred men; for he did not ex« 
pe& to meet with greater oppoiition than nfual, 
and advanced at a flow pace towards the barriers. 
True it is^ that fome few men at artns followed him 
by degrees ; but others faid, — ^ What fignifies 
arming? and why ihould we giVe ourfelves fo 
much trouble, when we cannot meet with any onb 
at the barriers worth fighting with ?' They ftaid 
therefore, within their camp^ eating and drinking. 
The count d'Armagnac, on coming to the bar- 
riers, began to overthrow and beat down many of 
thofe pofted there to receive him, as good men at 
arms know how to do ; but the townfmen did not 
wait long, before they began to retreat flowly to^ 
wards the ambufcade. 

When fir James de la Berme faw it was time, he 
fallied forth out of the ambufh, and the Armag- 
nacs were furrounded and attacked on all fides. 
They valiantly defended themfelves, and were re- 
inforced by little and little with men from the 
camp. Many gallant deeds were done this day^ 
which was the feaft of St. James and St. Chrifto- 
pher* It was fo very hot, that thofe who bore 
arms thought they were in an oven, for there was 
not any wind ; and the young men at arms were 
overpowere4 by t;he heat, and unable to exert 
themfelves. Add to this, that the force of the 
lord de Milan was three to one of the Armagh 
nacs. 

The duff c^preffed them fo much, they could 
ttQt fee each other ; but the Armagnacs, in this, 

fijfferei 
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for the count, whp was ip overcome by the he^ 
and near fainting, tjiat h? ^^ithdr^v^ from thp bat- 
tle, without friend or foe knpAymg if hither hf y{9^ 
jgone. H^e ^ had retreated jtp a faiall groye pf 
alders, through which ran a Kttl;^ bjook ; ^d h^ 
no fponer felt his feet ii^ the Y^ater, t^^ he ,thoijight 
he was in paradife^ and f^ajted hitn|(plf by the fid/e 
of the ftream. He, with fome dJ^CjUlty^ tofAi 
off his helmet, and remained covered only by the 
linen fcuU-cap, ^^d then plunged his f^ce jn the 
water, at the fame time, unfprtuii?^t^ly, dripjjax^ 
larg^ (draughts ; for he was thirfty frpm the he?f> 
and could not quench it. He drank fp xnuch, that 
jhis b)op4 was chilled, and a numt^nefs of iimtts 
fizzed him, with a ftrpng iAcHnation to faint. He 
.could not move, and Jioft the ufe of hi? fpe^ch. 
His attendants knew not what was become of him, 
^d wer? the ^pre uneafy, b?caufe niany prifohers 
had befcn inadp : thpy therpfor? f:eaf(^4 fighting* 

^ fiiort timp ^ter this, a fquir^ belonging ts> 
th? dwHe of Milan pjBrceived the cQu;p,t d'Ar?h?j5- 
nac, 5tnd ^pijidered much, when he faw him, who 
he CQuld b.e ; fpr it was vifible he muft be fon^e 
kmght or man of high rank : he called out, * Who 
arp you ? Sivrent^r j for you ar^e my prifc^^r. '-r 
The C9unt heard hiip, but coul4 not make, a^t^ 
anfwjBT, a^ h$ wfis uuf^ble to articuiate, but held 
out his hand, and made figns that he furrendered. 
The fquir^ then endeavpured to rfuCe him> but, 
finding his ^ttempts vain, feated himfelf h^^ 

Vot-X. T 




274 

liim, while the Ikirmiih was ftill continued, and 
many gallant adlions performed; 

Sir James de la Berme, being a prudent and 
valorous knight, perceiving the day was his own, 
and that many of the enemy were killed and 
wounded, but that his men \vere growing weary, 
and the, Armagnacs increafing by frefli men from 
their camp, ordered a retreat to Alexandria, his 
men vigoroufly defending themfelves as they re- , 
tired. The fquire, who had fortunately found 
the count d*Armagnac in thd ftate I have men- 
tioned, unwilling to leave him behind, for he 
thought him a perfon of diftindion, called to fome 
of his companions to aLffift in carrying him to 
the town ; and declared that whatever he fliould 
receive for his ranfbm, he would handfomely 
divide with them for the trouble they would 
have. 

They complied with his requeft, and, with 
fome difficulty, carried him to the fquire's lodg- 
ings in the city, where the cdunt was difarmed, 
undreffed and put to bed. By this time, fir James 
de la Berme had, with his men, re-entered the 
place, and barricaded the bars and gates, having 
many prifoners with them. They difarmed and 
refrefhed themfelves with what they found at their 
quarters, as did likewife the Armagnacs, who had 
been at this fldrmifli, on their return to the 
army. 

When it was mentioned in the camp that no one 
knew what was become of the count d*Armagnac, 
they were riiuch alarmed, and fome went to fearch 
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the places in the neighbourhood where the ikirmifii 
had been fought, but, to the great *difmay of their 
companions, they returned without having difcd- 
vered any traces of him. The fquire^ into whofe 
hands he had fallen, defirous to know who he was, 
addrefled himfelf to a Gafcon fquire^ a man of 
'honour that had been made prifoner, and begged 
of him to accompany him, with the perfon who 
had captured, him, to his lodgings* They went 
thither, and the Lombardy fquire led the Gafcon 
to his chamber, where the count d'Armagnac lay 
bitterly bemoaning. He brought a candle near his 
face, and faid to the Gafcon, * My friend, do you 
know who this man is ? ' The Gafcon, leaning 
down to examine his features, inftantly recognifed 
him, and replied, — *Yes, I ought to know him 
well ; for it is our commander, the count d*Ar- 
magnac. ' The Lombardy fquire was rejoiced to 
hear his prifoner was of fuch diftindtion ; but the 
count wa$ fo very ill, he heard nothing they afked 
of him; Upon which, his matter faid j ^ Come, 
come, let us leave him quiet, that he may recover , 
himfelf,' and they all' quitted the chamber. He 
died, however, that fame night. 

When, on the morrow, it w^s known that the 
count d'Armagnac had died in his bed at Alex- 
andria, fir James de la Berme would not that 
it ihould be made fecret, but fent information 
of the event by fome of the prisoners to the 
camp, to fee how they would a6t on the occa* 
fion. 
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T^ whole vwf were ija difm^y on heiMing 
th^ir jofs ; for they had now no cqminjin^cr in 
chi^f to }opk up to, as they were moftly all free 
cpmpaxuons. They therefore fs^d, ^ L^t us haftep 
bacK to our own countries, for we have Io|t all 
qppQitunities of gaining ^ny thing here« ' It wa? 
foon known in Alexandria that the Arm^gnac^ 
Xffre in defpaLr for the death of the count : .they 
ifyfSf^for^ mad^ a (ally from the town, i^dyaiicing 
full gallop to l;he camp, fhouting ^ Pavia for th^ 
loxd of Milsui! ' ^qt one of the Armagnacs made 
;^liy defence, but allowed themfelves to be fla^Q^ 
like wicked people as they were : the copqueft ' 
was great, for the army were fo caft down, that 
they furrendered witho\it ftriking a blow, ^nd* 
throwing dqwn their arms, made fos Alexandria, 
whither the Germans, and other ibldiers in the pay 
of the lord of Milan^ drove them like a herd of 
cattle. 

This unexpeded death of the count d' Armagh 
nac happened very unlucky for himfelf and his 
army. Had he remained quiet but five days, iir 
John Hawkwood would have arrived with five, 
hundred horfe and one thoufand foot ; and many 
valiant deeds would have been done by this knight 
and his men ; but an end was now put to every 
thing by this lofs. 

You may fuppofe the count de Vertus was in 
high fpirits on hearing hi^ enemies, whom hir 
greatly dreaded, were killed, made pxiibners or- 
put to flight, and that the count d'Armagnac .was 
dea|d. He more dearly prized his knight, fir 
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James dt h fidi^frie, ^ thtough tehofe pf udeftce and 
valodt this good fortune had befllliti him; tfe 
appointed hihi coimnihdfel: in chifef^ of his chival- 
ry, and prefident dF his cotiiicil. The lord of 
Milto coiifidfered hoW he fhouid aft terceai'ds tfife 
jpfrifbners ; . atid, ^s he was aiiidus to free his 
cif^tthtry of them, hfe b'efainrfed in the indft coiir- 
t^otis mailttet-, giving to every g^htlemaH a hoife, 
and to the llif^tty one iftoriri each, bbftdes thei^ 
libferty; free of ^arirorti j btlt he ihadfe i\itici all takfe 
an oath that they ^dtild he^er radrc hizt arms 
againft him. 

Thus did this army return defeated from Lom- 
bardy and Piedmont, to Savoy and Dauphiny ; 
but they were in the utmoft diflrefs, for the in- 
clofed towns refufed them admittance, and the 
gates of all caftles were Ihut againft them. They 
had foon fpent their florins, and it was neceflary 
for them to work or ftarve. Some ihewed com- 
paffibn, . and gave them money j but others, on 
the contrary, laughed at and abufed them, iay* 
ing^ ^ Go^ go feek your count d'Armagnac, who 
has burfl himfelf by drinking at a fountain near 
Alexandria.' 

They were ftill worfe oflf wh^i they (came to 
the rivers Rhone and Saon^, which they thought 
lb fcroife withbut itioleftitioh ; but It was dtHerWife^ 
fer thfe king had ct)«iitiaridcd aH Ac bfiflfe6^ and 
fords iis be guatdfed againft thetti. They ftH iib^ 
into thfe gresiffel^ poverty, and wfefe hevef afec^ 
ible lb unitfe together. 

T 3 Thus 
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Thus was the iarmament of count John d*Ar* 
magnac deftroyed, and his filler remained in the 
fame diflrefsful flate as before. The lord of Milan 
ordered the body of the count d'Armagnac to be 
embalmed, put into a cofEn, and efcorted by a 
bifhop of his country and fuch of his relations as 
had remained to his brother fir Bernard d^Armag- 
nac^ who was much concerned at the melancholy 
event, but could not any way remedy it. The 
count d'Armagnac was buried in the cathedral 
church of Rodez, where he lies. 



CHAP. XXV^ 

» 

^trilE KING OF ENGLAND IS ANXIOUS TO MAKE 

A PEACE WITH FRANCE. THE •DUKE OF 

GLOCESTER THROWS OBSTACLES IN' THE 

WAY. SIR PETER DE CRAON, FORMERLY TH^ 

FAVOURITE OF KING CHARLES AND HIS BRO- 
THER THE DUKE OF TOUKAINE, lN«UKS 
THEIR HATRED, AND TAKES REFUGE WITH 
THE DUKE OF BRITTANY. 

OIR Thomas Percy, as you have heardj was fent 
by the king of England to propofe a trcfity of 
peace to the court of France, for king Richard was 
very defirous to accomplifli it. Two of his un- 
cles, the dukes of Lancafter and York, were of 
his opinion ; but his other uncle, Thomas of 
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Woodftock, duke of Glocefter, Jtk\ of Effex and 
Buckingham^ and conflable of England^ would 
no way Hftcn to it; telling his friends fecretly, 
that he would never agree to any peace with 
' France, whatever negotiations might be taken in 
hand on the fubjed, if it were not an honourable 
one; that all the towns, caftles and lordfhips 
which were yielded to England, but had fince 
been fraudulently taken back, mud be reilored^ and 
. the fum of 1 400,000 francs, which had remained 
unpaid by the French when they began the war, 
muft alfo be paid down. He declared, that as 
long as he lived he (hould never change thefe fen- 
timents ; in which he was joined by many of the 
barons of JEngland, particularly tl^e earl of Arundel, 
who privately faid the duke of Glocefter was in 
the right, though they diffembled their opinions in 
public from feeing how much the king of England 
was bent upon peace. 

The poorer knights and archers were of courfe. 

for war, as their fole livelihood depended upon it. 

When thefe things are confidered, and the claims 

of the French, it will be very clear nothing like 

peace could be concluded. The .French demanded 

to have Calais deftroyed, and poffeflion given them 

of the Idrdfliips of Guines, Hames, Merle and Oye, 

with the land3 of Fretin and the dependancies , 

of Guines as far as the river that runs- by Grave* 

lines. True it is, the king of France and his 

commiffioners were willing to give up to the 

king of England and his heirs as many lands in 

Aquitaine of equal or more value as to revenue 
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thaii thofe they aeftiaiideci ; but the diike of 016- 
c'efifer mdde too finh aa oppofition to this article, 
ftylng,^— * Thif French wifh to pay us back wiiH 
our own lihdi ; fot we have the charter o^ kiiig 
John, fealed by him and his children, which ^ives 
up to li^ the whole of Aquitaine iii fee fiinple. 
Whatever they have taken from it lihce, has Beiei 
4 fraud 2Uid a robbiery ; and their whole attempt, 
night and day, is to deceive us. Should Calais 
aiid the lands they require be given up to theiti, 
they will be Ibrds of the fea and attack our coaifts. 
Never, therefore, fo long as I live, will I confeni 
to peace with France on thefe terms.' 

At the time I am now fpeaking of, a knighi 
of lioble extraction, from Anjou and Brittany, 
was greatly in favour with the king of France, as 
well as witfi his brother the duke of Touraiiie. His 
xianie was fir Pieter de Craon, and of filch power 
that nothing was done but with hi$ advice. He 
had been favourite of the late duke of Aiijou, 
king oiF Sitiiy, aiid wjt4 immenfely tich, ^hich 
had ^ven rife to many fcandalooS tepbtt^ agiin^ 
him ; for it waiSi fcurl-ently faid in Fraftce, that ht 
had TohU^ ihe duke of Anjou. This caufed hini 
to avoid the prefeiice of the young king of Sicily 
and th^'ueih hit mother ; but he had manigied 
to acquire the afieftibris of the king of trance and 
the duke of Tburainfe, 

the cotfrtibii, fir Oteveir de Clilfoh, *as like- 
wife in high favour with the kirig knd his brother 
for the riieritorious leHices he hid doile theiri in 
3rms, and his fcniliajit i&xohs dilfing tki feJgfi ot 
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tlie late kiiig. Sir Oliver's daughter was marriedt 
as you have heard, to John of Brittany, brother • 
io the queen-dowager of Sicily ; dnd this marriigc 
had forely difpleafed the duke of Brittstny, who 
mortally hated the cdnftable, confidering both him 
and John of Brittany as his fecfet enemies. He 
had often repented not having put the cohftable 
(6 death when he had hith in his cdlle of Er- 
mine. 

Sir Peter de Craon was a favourite with the duke 
of Brittany, being alfo his coufin, and, during 
the reign of his power with the king of France 
and the duke of Touraine, would willingly, had 
he been able, have caufed a quarrel between tlient 
and the conRable. Thus envies and jealoufie^ 
which have always underhand ruled in France, con- 
tinue to adk until they bring their favourites to aii 
unfortunate end. 

The conftable of France had been fo loyal in 
his whole condufl: towards the crown, that he was 
Jbeloved by all except the duke of Burgundy; 
and the hatred he bore him originated in the du- 
chefs, who was a lady of a high fpirit, arid- too 
nearly related to the duke of Brittany to love the 
conftable : befides, fhe continued the afie£fion of 
her father to all whom he loved, and hated thofe ' 
he had hated} fuch was her temper. Sir Peter 
de Craon, who at this time refided at the couii 
of France with the duke of Touraine, kept up 
a frequent correfpondence with the duke of 
Brittany, they writing, in the moft friendly man- 
ner* 
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ncr, to each other concerning the ftate of thdr 
aSairs. 

I am unable to defcribe the exa£l grounds 'of 
their correfpondence ; but I, John Froiflart, author 
of this hiftory, during the time of my refidence 
at Paris, (which was when fir Peter de Craon 
made the djgring attack, in the night-time, on the 
conftable, who narrowly efcaped death, as I fhall 
relate), feeing public affairs likely to be much 
troubled and turn out unfortunate, made many and 
frequent inquiries why fir Peter de Craon had fo 
very fuddenly loft the afFedions and favour of the 
king and the duke of Touraine. I had fo often 
demanded the caufe from thofe who ought to be 
acquainted with it, that at laft I heard the truth 
of what was commonly believed to have occafioned 
it. He was under the difpleafure of the duke of Tou- 
raine, for having revealed fecrets intrufted to him 
by the duke to the duchefs; and, if he (|id fo, 
he behaved fhamefully. The duke was fo fond of 
fir Peter de Craon that he made him his com- 
panion, drefled him in the fame clothes as himfelf, 
and carried him wherever he went, intrufting him 
with all his moft fecrct thoughts. The duke, at 
the time young and amorous, much amufed him* 
felf with the company of ladies and damfels, and,' 
as I heard, was particularly attached to a young 
. frifky damfel of Paris. His intrigue m as known 
and his fecrets betrayed, to the great vexation of 
the duke, who could not accufe any other of 
having done in but fir Peter de Craon ; for to 
him alone the duke had difcovered it,. and had 
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led him with him when he vifited fecretly this uoble 
young lady. 

The duke was much fmitten with her> and had 
proffered her, if (he would confent to his wiflies, 
one thoufand golden crowns ; but ihe had refufed 
them, faying, * that her love for him was not oti 
account of his riches, but that his affedion had 
won hers ; and that fhe fcorned to fell her honour 
for gold.' The whole of this bufmefs was told 
the duchefs, whofent for the young lady to her 
chamber. On her entering, flie called her by Jier 
name, and, with much anger, faid, ^ How is this ? 
do you feek to wrong me with my lord ?* The lady 
was thunderftruck, and, with tears replied^/ Oh no, 
madam : pleafe God, I never will nor even think 
of it.' * It is not fo,' faid the duchefs ; ' for, I 
am well informed, my lord and you love each, 
other mutually ; and the matter is fo far advanced, 
that at fuch a time and place he offered you a 
thoufand golden crowns to poffefs you. You re- 
fufed thfim, for which you behaved well, and this 
time I forgive you; but I caudon you, if yoa 
value your life, not to have any further converfa- 
tion with my lord, but, through regard to me, 
fend hiqi a difmi&l.' 

The young lady, finding herfelf juftly accufed 
and in fome danger, replied ; ' Madam, 1 will free 
myfelf from him as foon as poffible, and hence- 
forth fo aft that you fhall never again hear any 
thing difagreeabie of me.' On this, the duchefs 
permitted her to depart, and ihe returned home. 

The duke, much in love, and ignorant qf what 
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had pafleJ, went to the place where the l4df i'c- 
fided ; but, on feeing him, flie fied^ and ^Gted 
contraiy to her ufual manner, (hewing diflike ra- 
thet than love ; for flie was aftsud to do otherwifci 
IrcHtt the promifes flie had made to the diMrheb. 
The diike noticing fuch a difference in his recep* 
tioh, was very melancholy, and would know the 
clttfe of it. The yoiihg lady, i*rith tears, ftldj— ^ 
* My lord, you have revealed to the duchefi the 
dfffer you once made me^ or, if not ybUHetf^ 
fbihe one has done it for ybU : recoiled yourietfj 
fct yoii are difcovered. IVIadaitie de Touti^ 
fold me of it herfelf j and frightened me etc^rf^ 
ihgly 5 but fee has this time forgiven me^ oil coir* 
dttioii thAt I pt-omifedj on my oath, never sl^ahk 
to g;ive hci* caufe for jealoufy, by ahy fiirthet 
cohverfatibn with you/ 

The duke was much veied at hearing this 
fpeech, and faid ; ' Fair lady, I fwear, on my 
faith, that I would rather hive loll one hundred 
thoufand francs, thah have betrayed ybu td tfei 
duthefs. Since you hive given her a pi-omife on 
oath, keep it ; but, coft what it may, I will find 

cut who has difcoveted bur fecrets/ Re then 
went away, and, though he diffetribled bis igita- 
tibh, hfe did riot think the lefs'^cohtferning the 
caiife. In the (evening, he came to the duchefs's 
apartfherits and fupped, fhewing her more affec- 
tioh than he had hitherto dohe, irtfbmuch that, b^ 
faif- fp^feches aild attentions, the duchefs difcovered 
the author of her Information, concefnirig his in* 
tti^ue, to bfe tir f eter de Cfaon^ 
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The duke took no further notice of the matter^ 
a^d, having pafled the night, on the morrow, at 
nine o'clock, mounted his horfe, and went from 
the hotel de St. Pol to the Louvre. The king wa$ 
going to hear mafs, and received his brother affec- 
tionately; but, perceiving frojn his manner that 
he was angered, he faid ; ' Fair brother, what 
ails you ? you feem much agitated/ ^ My lord, 
if 1 am, I have good caufe for it,* * What w 
the matter?' faid the king: * we wifh to know 
it/ The duke, unwilling to hide his grief, told 
him, word for word, every thing that had paffed, 
complaining bitterly of fir Peter de Craon, and 
added ; * My lord, if it were not for the love I 
bear you, and for my own honour, I fwear on the 
£utb I owe you I would have him flain.' * Do 
no fuch diing,' faid the king: * we will order him, 
by our fpecial counfellors, to quit inftantly out 
palace, for that we have no further need of his 
fervices; and do you the fame on your part/ 
* That 1 intended,' replied the duke of Touraine, 
who was fatisfied with what the king had faid. 

This fame day, fir Peter de Craon was told by 
the lord de la Riviere and fir John le Mercier, 
from the king, that he muft no longer refide in the 
palace, and inftantly feek other lodgings. At the 
fame time, fir John de Bueil and lord d'Ervaux, 
l&icfchal of Touraine, delivered hitn a fimilar 
meffage from the duke of Touraine. Sir Peter 
feeing himfelf thus difmifled, was much afliamed 
and greatly angered : he could no way account 
for it, as the meffengers had not declared to him 
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the caufe of his difgrace. Being defirous of ad* 
jnittance to the prefence of the duke, to learR 
from him how he had angered him, he was told, 
that neither the king nor the duke would hear any 
thing he had to fay. When he found his difgrace 
was refoived on, he packed up all he wanted, 
and fct out, much dejefted, from Paris, for a 
cafile of his in Anjou, called Sable *• He re- 
mained there fome time, but in very low fpirits, 
from being driven from the palaces of France, 
Touraine and Sicily. He therefore determined, 
fince their gates were (hut againft him, that he 
would retire to the duke of Brittany, and relate to 
him what had happened. 

This he executed, and met the duke at Vannes, 
who received him kindly. He had already heard 
what had befallen him, and fir Peter again told 
him every particular that had paiTcd, and ^hat he 
was banilhed the court of France. The duke of 
Brittany, having heard his ftory, replied ; * Good 
coufin, make yourfelf eafy : it is the lord de Cliflbn 
who has brewed this mifchief for you.* From 
this fpeech, a deadly hatred fprung, and greatly 
increaibd, as you will hear in the courfe of this 
hiftory. Sir Peter de Craon lived fo long with the 
duke of Brittany, that he was forgotten in France ; 
for the conftableand the king's council never pub- 
licly mentioned his name. They did not like the 



* ThecTftles of Cr^on anl Siblc are in Anjou, two leagues 
diftar.t from !a Fltche. 

duke 
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duke of Brittany more for having invitfed and re- 
tained him; but the duke was indifferent to the 
king of France's anger or love, and provided all 
his towns and caftles plentifully with ftores and 
provifion, plainly (hewing he cared not whether it 
w as war or peace between, him and France. 

Every thing he did was known to the king and 
his council ; and thofe moft in the king's favour 
thought him prefumptuous, and^ menaced him for 
his condud. The duke held their menaces cheap^ 
and declared he would wage war on the count 
de Penthievre in earned, and on all his abettors^ 
for he had juft caufe of quarrel. He faid; * This 
count de Penthievre, our coufin, ligns himfelf 
John of Brittany, as if he was our heir. We 
have no objedion to his figning John, for that is 
his name, or count de Penthievre ; but we are 
, refolved he {hall lay down the ermines, and title 
himfelf John of Blois, or of Chatillon, and^bear 
none other arms but thofe: if he refufe, we will 
force him to do it, and take from him his lands, 
which he holds in vaffalage from us. With re- 
gard to the duchy of Brittany, he need not think 
of that, for we have a fon and a daughter who 
are our heirs. Let him feek fome other inherit- 
ance, for he will be difappointed in ours.' 

Such were the converfations of the duke with 
fir Peter de Craon, who, far from contradifting 
any of his future plans, rather urged him on, from 
hatred to the conftable and council, of France. 

We will now leave this fubjeft, and fpeak of a 

more 
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more melancholy one relative to the count Guy dt 
Blois, whom I have before mentioned in this hif* 
tory as my great patron and mafter. 



CHAP. ^XVI. 

THE DEATH OF THE YOUNG COUNT 1.01X18 VZ 
CHASTILLON^ S05J TO COUNT GUY DB BI«0IS«.rr-? 
THE SUDDEN DEATH Of GASTON COUNT DSr 

roix. 

T HAVE already fpoken of the nnuriage that 
- took place between Louis de Chitillon, fon jqJF 
the count de Blois, and the lady Mary, daughter 
of the duke of Berry. In the fettlements of this 
marriage, the duke managed well for his daughter; 
for fhe had a dower of fix thoufand livres, French 
money (which are well worth the fame fum.of 
francs, reckoning them as florins) ailigned her on 
the county of Blois, £0 that, if ihe furvived her 
hufband, the county of Blois would be obliged to 
pay her this fum annually during her life. Now 
it fell out, that about St. John Baptift's day, in 
the year of our Lord 1391, the boy whom I have 
called Louis de Blois, fon to the count de Blois, 
left his father at the chateau des Moutils^, fitu- 
' " ' ■ ' ' ' ' ' — — » 

•'^ Lts Moutils, — a village in the Blcfois, diocefe of Blois. 

ated- 



ated ia the county of Blois, and fet out for Haia- 
ault to vifit his mother and -wife. Not long after 
his arrival, he was feized with a fever, for he had 
rode very hard, and the weather was hot : he was 
aifo of a tender age, being no more than fourteen, 
years old, and, in fpiteof the phyfidans, he died, 
for they could not check the fever. His parents, 
you may fuppofe, were much grieved for the lofs 
of their heir, as was the young lady of Berry: 
fhe loved him mofb affeftionately, and confidered 
herfelf as nobly married- The count de Blois was 
uneafy at the confequences, for his affairs were 
rather in confufion, and he knew the duke of Berry 
to be avaricious beyond meafure, who, in order 
to grafp at the dower of his daughter, would take 
poffeflion of the county of Blois ; he therefore 
waited the event in (ilence. 

Thus were the two daughters. Bona and Mary, . 
widowed in the fame year. The eldefl was married 
to Amadeus count of Savoy, who died very fud- ' 
denly, and fo much was faid on the fubjed that 
fir Otho Grandfon was near being arrefled for the ' 
fufpicions that were laid to his charge, and forced 
to quit Savoy, France and Germany, to fix his re- 
fidence in England. 

In this year, died likewife fuddenly, the noble . 
and gallant count de Foix. I will fay how it hap- 
pened. True it is, that of all the pleafures of this 
world he took molt delight in the chace, and was 
always well provided with hounds of all forts, 
having never lefs than fixteen hundred. The count 
de Foix was at this feafon hunting in the foreft 
of Sauveterre, on the road to Pampeluna in Na- . 
Vol. X. U -Tme^ j 
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varre, not far diftant from Orthes in Biam, The 
day he died, he had all the forenoon been hunting 
a bear, and it was late in the evening when he 
was taken and cut up. His attendants aflted where 
he pleafed to have his dinner prepared : he faid, 
* At the inn of Rion, where we will dine, and in 
the cool of the evening ride to Orthes.' Hii 
orders were obeyed. The count with his compa- 
nions rode a foot's pace towards the village of 
Rion, and difmounted at the inn. The count 
went to his chamber, which he found ready 
ftrewed with rulhes and green leaves : the walls 
were hung with boughs newly cut for perfume and 
coolnefs, as the weather was marvelloufly hot, 
even for the month of Auguft. He had no fooner 
entered this room, than he faid, 'Thefe greeni 
are very agreeable to me,, for the day has been 
deJperately hot.' When feated, he converfed 
with fir Efpain du Lyon on the dogs that had 
beft hunted; during which converfation hi* baftard- 
fon fir Evan, and fir Peter Cabeftan entered the 
apartment, as the table had been there fpread. 
He called for water to wafh, and two fquires ad- 
vanced, Raymonet de Lafne and Ifaymonet dc 
Copane : Ernaudon d'Efpaign took the filver ba- 
fon, and another knight, called fir Thibaut, the 
napkin. The count rofe from his feat, and 
{betched out his hands to wafli ; but no fooner 
had his fingers, that were handfome and long, 
touched the cold water, than he changed colour, 
from an cppretTion at his heart, and, his legs 
£uling him, fell back on his feat, exclaiming, ' I 



am a dead man : Lord God, have mercy on 
me !' 

He never fpoke after this, though he did ndfl 
immediately die, but fufFered great pain. The 4 
knights prefent and his fon were much terrified : 
they carried him gently in their arms to anotha ] 
chamber, and laid him on a bed, covering him i 
well, thinking he was only chilled. 

The two fquires who had brought water to wafli t 
in the bafon, faid, to free themfelves from any i 
charge of having poifoned him, * Here is the M 
water: we have already drank of it, and will no* i 
again in your prefence,' which they did, to theJ 
fatisfadion of all. ' t 

They put into his mouth, bread, water, and 
fpices, with other comforting things, but to no 
purpofe, for in lefs than half an hour he was dead, 
having furrendered his foul very quietly. God, 
out of his grace, was merciful to him. 

Tou may imagine all prefent were exceedingly 
afflifted at what had happened ; they faftened the 
door of the chamber, that his houfehold might 
not inllantly be made acquainted with his death. 
The knights, feeing fir Evan lamenting and 
wringing his hands, faid to him, — ' Evan, the 
bufiuefs is over : you have loft your father and 
lord. We know that he loved you in preference 
to all others. Take care of yourfelf : mount your 
horfe, ride and gain pofleffion of the caftle of 
Orthes, and the treafure within it, before any one 
know of our lord's death.' 

Sir Evan made them a low reverence, and re. 
U 2 replied 



plied } * GendemeOt I return you many thanks 
for the (nendfhip you now fhew me : I truft I 
ihall not forget it ; but tell me what are my lord's 
tokens, or I Ihall not gain admittance into the 
cafUe.' • You lay true/ anfwered the knights : 
* take them.* ITiis he did. The tokens were a 
fmall golden ring the count wore on his finger, 
and a little knife with which he fometimes cut his 
.meat at table. Thefe were the tokens the porter 
of the caftle at Orth^s was acquainted with, and 
had he not feen them he would never have opened 
the gate. 



CHAP. XXVII. 

SIR EVAN DE JFOIX, BASTARD-SON TO THE LATe 
COUNT, INTENDlNt; TO CARRY AWAY PRI- 
VATBJLY THE TREASURE. OF HIS FATHER, IS 
XUSCOVERED BY THE TOWNSMEN OF ORTHES, 
WHO, HOWEVER, PROMISE EVERY ASSISTANCE 
TO- HIM AND TO HIS BROTHER THAT IS NOT 
iNCOMPATIBLE WITH THE TRUE HEIR TO THE 
COJINT 1>JL FOIX, THE VISCOUNT DE CHASTEL- 
BON. 

gIR Evaii de Foix left the inn at Rion with only 

two fenrants, and rode in hafte to Orthcs, 

where nothing was known 6f the. count's death* 

He pafled through the ftx'eets without fpeaking to 

■ ■■■ ' any 
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any one, or his errand being fufpefted, until he 
came to the caftle, and called to the porter. The 
porter faid, * Whai does my lord Evan want ? 
Where is my lord ?* * He is at Eion,' anfwered 
the kiiighr, and has fent me to feek for fome 
things that are in his chamber, and to return back 
to him. To convince you of what I fay, look 
here, there arc his tokens, his ring and knife.* 
The porter, having eyed them through a window, 
knew them well and opened the wicket, through 
which fir Evan entered, and his fcrvants led the 
horfes to the liable. 

When fir Evan had pafled the gate, he told the 
porter to fallen it, which being done, he feized 
the keys, and faid to him, ' Thou art a dead 
man, if thou do not obey me.' The porter wm 
frightened, and alked the caufe. * My lord and 
father is dead,' faid the knight, ' and 1 wifti to 
gain poiTeffion of his treafure before any one know 
of it.' The porter obeyed, as it was necefiary 
for him to do ; but he would indeed have pre- 
ferred that fir Evan fhould have the treafure to all 
other perfons. Sir Evan knew well enough where 
it was depofited, in the great tower, but he had 
three pair of ftrong doors to open, and with fepa- 
rate keys, before he could gain admittance. Thefe 
keys he was unable for fome time to find, as they 
were in a fmall long boK of fine fteel, locked with 
a titile fteel key, which the count de Foix carried* 
with him when he rode abroad j and it was found 
hanging to a piece of filk which he wore over his 
Ifcirt. The knights, who were watching the body 
U3 of 
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of the count at Rion, noticing this key^ could not 
imagine the ufe of it ; but the chaphdn of the count, 
Ar Nicholas de TEfcalle, being prefent, knew it 
welL He had been much loved by the count, 
who intruded him with all his fecrets, and, when 
he had vifited his treafure, had never taken any one 
but his chaplain with him. On feeing ^the key, he 
&id ; * Sir Evan will lofe his pains, for without 
this key he can never enter the treafury: this 
o|)ens a fmall fleel cafket in which the other 
keys are/ 

The knights were vexed at hearing this, and 
faid ; ^ Carry it to him, fir Nicholas ; you will 
ai£t well by fo doing, for it is better fir Evan 
fhouid gain the treafure than any other : he is a 
good knight, and our late lord loved him exceed- 
ingly.' The chaplain anfwered, ^ Since you ad- 
vife me, ' I will cheerfully do it/ and, inftantly 
mounting his horfe, he haftened with the key to 
the caftle of Orthes, where fir Evan was very 
melancholy at not finding the keys, and at the 
impoffibility of forcing the locks of the doors^ 
as they were very ftrong, and he had not any in- 
ifaruments. for the purpofe. While he was in this 
diftrds, and fir Nicholas on the road to afiift him^ 
it was known in Orthes (I know not whether by 
mfpiration, or from women and fervants returning 
from Rion) that the count de Foix, their lord, was 
no more. 

This was very afHiding news, for the count was 
greatly beloved by all ranks. The whole town 
was in modon, and met in the public fqu^e, 

where 
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where they converfed together on the fubje^t 
Some who had noticed fir Evan ride up the town^ 
faid ; ' We faw fir Evan de Foix gallop toward* 1 
the caftle, and he feemed much diflrefled.' Others I 
replied ; ' Without doubt, what we have heard u ^ 
true } for it is not ufual for hini to ride without 1 
his father.' i 

As the men of Orth^s were thus converfmg and 
murmuring, the chaplain, fir Nicholas, fell into J 
their hands. They furrounded him to enquire the ] 
news, and faid; * Sir Nicholas, how fares my lord? ] 
they tell us he is dead : is it true f * No,' re>- j 
plied the chaplain : ' he is not dead, but moll dan- j 
geroufly ill ; and I am haAening to feek for fome ' 
things that may do him good, which I (hall return < 
with to him.* On faying this, he palfed on to the ' 
caflle. Having g^ned admittance, fir Evan waC J 
rejoiced at his arrival, for without the fmall key ht -jj 
could never have entered the tower, i 

I will fay how ihe townfracn behaved. They i 
began to fuTpeft the death of the count had beai 4 
bid from them, and faid among themfelves ; < It is i 
nou' night, and we hear nothing certain of our lord's, i 
health, lirom his ofEcers or fecretaries. Sir Evan ^ 
and his chaplain, who was his confidential fecre^ | 
tary, have entered the callle : let us guard that 
place this night, and to-morrow we fliall have 4 
certain news. We will fend privately to Rion ttf J 
inquire how things are ; for we ktiow that the | 
greater part of our lord's treaAire is in the caflte, 
and if, he be robbed or defrauded of any part of u, 
we Ihall be blamed. We mult therefore be on our 
U 4 guard 
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guard concieming Wksit paflfes.' ^ ' That is true/, 
replied others, who thought the advice good. 

They inftantly furrouhded the.caftle, and placed, 
fnfficient guards at all the gates of the town, fo 
that no one could enter or go out without per- 
niiffion ; and this ftrid watch tb^y continued until 
the morrow. The truth was now known of the 
count's death, and caufed the greateft tribulation 
among the inhabitants of all defcriptions, for he 
was much beloved by his fubjeds. The guards 
were now doubled, and the principal townfmen 
drew up before the caftle. 

- When fir Evan de Foix faw, from the caftle of 
Orthes, the manner in which the townfmen had 
drawn themfelves up, and that the death of tht 
count was known to them, he faid to the chaplain, 
— * Sir Nicholas, I have failed in my attempt : I 
can never go hence without leave of the inhabi- 
tants, for they know my father is dead, and their 
numbers are every moment augmenting. I muft 
humble myfelf to them, for force will be of no 
avail.* * You fay well,' replied the chaplain : 
♦ you will gain more by civil words than harlh 
ones : go, and fpeak to them, but z6t cau*~ 
tioufly.' 

Sir Evan went to a tower near the gate, which 
had a window looking over the bridge to the fquare 
where the townfmen were affembled. It was in 
this tower the lady Jane of Boulogne was brought 
up and educated, until (he became duchefs of Berry^ 
as has been already noticed in this hiftory. 

Sir Evan opened th^ window of the tower, and 

called 
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|^H^^^<1 ^° ^i"! ^^^ ^^ ih^ principal inhabitants, 
^ who advanced on the bridge to hear what he had to 
fay. He thus addreiTed them aloud, — ' Good people 
of Orthes, I know but too well why you are thus 
afTembled and forrowful : you have good caufe for 
it. I therefore moft earneftly entreat, for the love 
you bore my late lord and father, that you will 
not be difpleafed nor angered, if I have haHiened 
to take poffeflion of this caftle and what is con- 
tained within it, for I mean nothing but what is 
juft. You know the great afFeftion my lord and 
father had for me, and that he would willingly 
have made me his heir. It has happened, by the 
will of God, that he died without having com- 
pleted any regulations for that effeft, which has 
thrown me upon you, with whom I was brought 
up and educated, a poor knight, baftard to the 
count de Foix. I therefore beg you would counfel 
me how to aQ, and alfift me in diis time of diftrefs. 
I pray God that you will have compaffion on me, 
as it will be an act of charity ; and I ihall open the 
caflle for your free admittance, as I never thought 
of clofing its gates againft you.' 

The chiefs among the townfmen anfwercd, — 
' Sir Evan, you have well fpoken, and to the pur- 
pofe, and we are fatisfied. We therefore fay, that 
you ihall live among us; and it is our intentioa 
that you keep this caftle, and all that is within it,^ 
which we will aid you to defend. Should the vif- 
count de Chatelbon, your coufin, who is heir to 

t territory of Beam, and the neareft relation to 
our 
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our late lord, your father, claim any thing belong* 
ing to this caftle, we will ftrenuoufly defend you 
and your brother^ fir Gracien, in your rights. But 
we fuppofe, that when the king of France was lail 
at Touloufe, and our lord, your father, waited on 
him, fome regulations were made refpeding thefe 
matters ^ and your coufin, fir Roger d^Efpaign, 
cvght to know all the circumflances relative to 
them. We will write, to inform him of the death 
of our lord, ;^d to invite him hither, to give us his 
advice, as wel) on the ftate of Beam and Foix, 
which may fall to ruin, as refpe^ng the moveables 
and funeral of our lord. What \vt have now faid, 
we promife you moil faithfully and loyally to ob* 
fcrve/ 

Sir Evan was well fatisfied with this fpeech, and 
threw open the gates of the caftle for all to enter 
who pleafed* Many did fo, examined it well, at^4 
(^qed fufficient guar4s to defend it. 
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CHAP. XSVIII. 

the cor.pse of the count de foix is brouchl i 

from rlov to orthks, the king of francs "^ 

sends ths bishop of noyon and the t orb 
de la riviere into the cousty of foix, 
make arrangements, according to tub' j 
df:cr£e of the COUNCII.. 

'T'HIS fame day, the body of the count def \ 
Foix was put into a coffin, and brought tflf j 
Orth^s. 'Ihe inhabitants, men, women and chit f 
dren, who went to meet it, wept moil bitterly, re^ 
membering his valour, prudence and generofity, 
and the happinefs they had erijoyed during the 
whole of his reign ; for there was neither EngUIh- 
man nor Frenchman who dared to anger him. 
They faid, — ' Our neighbours will now make war 
on us who have hitherto lived in peace, and we 
Hiall inhabit a land of mifery and flavery. No 
one will now attend to or defend our rights. Ah, 
Gafton ! fair child, why didft thou anger thy fa- 
ther? If thou hadft remained to us, whofe youth 
promifed fa much, we (hould be comforted ; but 
we loft thee when too young, and thy father has 
lived too ftiort a time. He was but fisry-three 
years old, and that is no great age for fuch a hand* 
fome and healihy prince, and one who had every 
comfort about him. Ah, defoialed and comfort- 
Icfs B6am ! now thou haft loft thy prince, what 

wiU 
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will become of thee ? Never (halt thou have axi 
equal to the gallant and noble Gaflon/ 

With fuch lamentations vfzs the body of the 
noble count carried through Orthes, attended by the 
following knights : firil^ the vifcount de Bruniguel 
and the lord de Copane, then fir Uog^r d*Efpaign 
and the lord de Laifne, fir Raymond de la Motte 
and the lord de Befach, fir Menaut de Noailles and 
fir Richard de Saint George. Sir Evan de Foix 
walked in the rear, attended by the lord de Corafle, 
the lord de Barentin, the lord de Baruge, the Iprd 
4e Quer, and upwards of fixty knights of 3^am» 
who had haftened to Rion on hearing the qielaxi- 
choly news of their lord s death, 

The body of the count was borne, with his face 
imcovered, to the church of the Cordeliers ir^ 
Orthes, where it was opened, embalmed, and 
put into a leaden coffin, and left in that ftate until 
the day of its interment. It was handfomely 
watched; for there were continually burning 
around it, night and day, tvventy-fqur large wax 
tapers, which were held by as many varletsj 
twenty«fov»r being employed on this fervice during 
the day, and the liKe number of others during th^ 
night. 

The death of the count ^e Foix was now public 
in various places, and jnore were fprry than re- 
joiced; for he had made, in his lifetime, innu-r 
mer»ibly valuable gifts, and was beloved by all who 
were acquainted with him. Even pope Clement 
fhewed much concern on hearing it, not\irit|j- 
ft;anding the difficulties the count had, for a long 

tipaci 



time, thrown in the way of the marriage of his 
coufia, the lady Jane of Boulogne, now ducheft 
of Berry. 

The bifiiop of Pamiers was at this time refident 
3t Avignon ; for he was afraid of living in his dio- 
cefe, from the hatred the count de Foix bore him. 
Although they were relations, and the count had 
made him a bifliop, he incurred the count's dif- 
grace, from his attempts to extend his jurifdiflion, 
to the prejudice of the count. The pope fent for 
him to the palace, and faid, * Bifhop of Pamiers, 
your peace is made : the count de Foix is de:id. * , 
The biftop was well pleafed to hear it, and, in a* 
few days, fet out from Avignon, for his biflioprick r J 
in the county of Foix. 

When intelligence of the count's death was car- 
ried to the court of France, the king, his brother 
and the duke of Bourbon, were grieved thereat, 
for his many good qualities. The council ad- 
dreffed the king : ' Sire, the county of Foix is 
now yours by lawful fucceffion j for, fince the 
count has died, without leaving any heirs by mar- 
riage, no one can difpute your claim. This is un- 
derftood by the landholders of Foix. There is 
alfo another circumftance which adds to your 
claim, you have lent on mortgage of that county 
fifty thoufand francs, fend and take pofleflion for 
payment, and hold it as your legal inheritance: 
those of the county defire nothing more eagerly 
than to be under your government. It is a fair 
pofleflion, and comes very opportunely, for it 
borders on Catalonia and Arragonj and if, in time 
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to com^ ycm fhould be at war with the king of 
Arragon, the connty of Foix w3I be a good 
frontier ; for it has many caftles and forts which 
may be very advantageoufly garrifoned with men 
at arms. ' 

The king fiftened with pleafure to this fpeech^ 
andy agreeing with his cbuncily fsud, ^ See whom 
we ihall fend thither. ' They refolved on the lord 
de la Riviere, becanfe he had formerly been there^ 

« 

and determined that he fhonid be accompanied by 
the l»lhop of Noyon. These two lords, on hear- 
ing of then* embafly, made very handfome^prepa- 
rations, but did not immediately fet out. When 
they did, they travelled ilowly and at tbar leifure, 
taking the road through Avignon* 



CHAP. XXIX 

THE VISCOUXT DJi CHASTEL-BON, HEIE TO THE 
COUNT DE FOIX, ATTENDS HIS FU'NEEAI. AT 

OETHl&S. H£ IS ADVISED TO SEND TO TH«: 

BEFORE-19AMED COMMISSIONERS FROM FRANCE, 
TO DEMAND POSSESSION OF THE SUCCESSIOK 
WHICH jHAD FALLEN TO HIM BY THE DEATH 
OP THE COUNT DB FOIX : HE AFTERWARDS 

. BENDS, TO THE :SAM£ PURPORT, TO THE 
KING OF FRANCE* 

rpHE death of the count de Foix was figmfied 

to the vifconnt de Chatd-bon in Arragon. 

He inftantly fet out for Bearn, and arrived at 

Orthcs s 



303 

Orth^s; but, though the inhabitants made hlia i 
very welcome, they did not acknowledge him foT j 
their lord. J hey faid, ' ihey were but a part of I 
the country; and that it would be neceffary for all i 
the barons, prelates, and citizens of the principal < 
towns to alTemble and confider of the buflnefs; 
that Bearn was an independent territory, and thol^ 
lords who refided in it would never confent that i^ ] 
fliould pay homage to any one. * 

It was now determined to perform the obfequies i 
of the count de Foix, and then to fummon all I 
the barons of Bearn and Foix ; that all who ptealefl J 
might attend and deliberate how to aft, on th* j 
prefent occafion, in the choice of a lord, 'ih* ] 
barons, prelates and chief citizens of Bearn and | 
Foix were invited to the funeral of the count. , 
Thofe from Bearn came; but the Foixiens re- .1 
fufed, faying they (hould ftay at home to guard j 
and defend their country until the matter of fuc- J 
ceflion were determined, for they had heard the j 
king of France laid claim to it. The bifljop cf ,1 
Pamicrs, notwithHanding this, being a relatiofl. j 
and invited, went to Orihes in handfome ftate, be- i 
coming his rank. 

Great were the numbers who attended the fu- J 
neral of Gaftou count de Foix, the taft of thej 
name, in the church of the cordelier friars of j 
Orthfes, on a Monday, the 12th day of Oftober, 1 
in the year of our Lord 1391. In addition to the 
barons and knights, there were three bilhops : firft J 
the bifliop of Pamiers, who faid mafs and perfor- 
med I 
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formed the fervice; then the biihops of Lefcv 
and bleron. The church was fplendidly illu- 
nunatedy and^ during mafs, four knights difplay- 
tdy in front of the altar, the emblazoned banners 
of Foix and Beam. The firft was fupported by 
fir Raymond de Chatelneuf, the fecond by fir Ef. 
paign du Lyon, the third by fir Peter de Quer, and 
the fourth by fir Menaut de Noailles. 

Sir Roger d'Efpaign made the offering of his 
fwordji fupported by the bourg de Copanc* and 
fir Peter Andrew de Bearn, governor of Lourde. 
The vifcount de Bruniquel offered the fhield, fup- 
ported by fir John de Chatelneuf and John de 
Chantiron. The helmet was offered by the lord 
Valentin de Beam, fupported by fir Arnold de 
Roflem, and Arnold de Sainte Colombe. The 
war-horfe was offered by the lord de Coraffe, fupi- 
ported by fir Arnauton d'Efpaign and Raymonnet 
de Copane. 

Every part of the obfequics was moft honour- 
ably and magnificently performed according to 
the cuftom of the country. Sir Evan and fir 
Graqien de Foix, the two baftard-fons of the 
count, were prefent, as were the vifcount de Cha- 
telbon, all the barons from Beam, and fome from 
Foix; but the lafl, as foon as the fervice was 
ended, mounted their horfes, and went to dine at 
Heritiel, two leagues diftant from Orthes. 

> * 

* The family of Copane is known at this day under the 
jiame of Caupenne. The caflle of Caupenne is near Bayonne. 
^Note by the marquis de Sy. • 

Very 
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Very early on the morrow, the bifliop of Ri- 
miers took his departure, refufing to aflift at the 
aflembly of the barons of Beam, which was fixed 
for that day. As fpon as the obfequies had been 
performed, the body of the count de Foix was 
taken from the leaden cofEn, enwrapped with a 
new and handfome wax^d cloth, and buried in 
front of the grand altar, in the choir of the church 
of the Cordeliers. Of him there is an end : God 
pardon his fins ! 

I will now fay what was done at this great meet- 
ing of prelates, barons, knights and principal ci- 
tizens of Beam, at Orthes. I imagine, from the 
information I received, the vifcount de Ch4teau«- 
bon was addreffed nearly as follows : * My lord, 
we know well that, from your relation(hip to out 
late much honoured lord, whofe foul God pardon ! 
you are entitled to fucceed to all his inheritances, 
as-well in Beam as in Foix; but at this moment 
we dare not acknowledge you as our lord, left we 
be guilty of great imprudence, and hazard this 
country of Beam in a dangerous war; .for we have 
heard that the king of France, who is our good 
neighbour, and very powerful, has ordered hither 
fome of his council : we know not, nor fhall we 
learn until they arrive and tell us, on what caufe 
they are fent. You are not ignorant, any more 
than ourfelves, that our late lord, whom God for- 
give ! was laft year with the king of France at 
Touloufe, when they had many fecret conferences; 
and the objed of thefe muft be explained, for, 
fhoiild he have figned and fealed any transfer ci 
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Foix and Beam, the king of Frs^ce will think 
himfelf juftified to poffefs them by force. We 
therefore muft know the terms of fuch treaties, if 
. they exift, for we are otherwife fituated than Foix. 
Ours is a free country, which owes neither homage 
nor fervitude to any one; whereas the county of 
Foix is a tenure from the king of France, and the 
Foixiens are fo attached to France, that they will 
cheerfully acknowledge that king for its lord : in- 
deed, they already fay, that fince the count de Foix 
has deceafed wichout heir-male by legal marriage, 
that county naturally falls to the king of France, 
its lord parajnount. My lord, you know we Ihall 
maintain our rights, and that we will not furrender 
them to any lord, whether the king of France or 
you. We recommend, therefore, t^iat in thiis bu- 
finefs you take the lead, by treaty or otherwife.* 

The vifcount replied, — * And how would you 
advife me to aft? for I have declared my willing- 
nefs to follow every thing in reafon that^you fliall 
counfel me.' * My lord,' faid they, * we think 
you fhould defire your coufin fir Ro^er d^Efpaigo, 
who is here prefent, to accompany you at your ex- 
penfe t6 the county of Foix, to negotiate with the 
barons, prelates and principal inhabitants. If you 
fucceed in prevailing on them to accept you for 
lord, or to keep fecret their intendons until you 
Ihall have gained oyer the king of France by 
means of a compofition in money, that the inhe- 
ritance may be yours, you will have done well. 
Have an interview with the commiflioners fent by 
the king of France to Foix, and offer one or eveii 

two 
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two hundred thouf^d francs, you will find it cheap** 
ly bought, and have more than enough to pay it 
from the treafure our late lord (whofe foul may 
God pardon!) has left behind him. But we are 
refolved that his two baftard-fons fhall have a 
handfome (hare of his landed property, and of the 
ready money/ 

The vifcount de Chiteau-bon anfwered, — * Gen- 
tlemen, I confent to all your wiflies. Here is fir 
Roger d'Efpaign, and in your prefence I entreat 
that he will accompany me on this journey.' Sir 
Roger (aid, he would cheerfully do fo^ as he might 
mediate between them ^ but if the king of France, 
his fovereign lord, or his commiffioners, fhould re- 
quire him to be of their party, or wifh him to re* 
tire, he fhould then return. The vifcount was fa- 
tisfied with this anfwer, and faid, — * 1 will never 
aft, coufin, but by your advice; and, when you 
are by my fide, I fhall be more encouraged and the 
fooner accomplifh my ends.' On this, the meet* 
ing was on the point of being diffolved, when the 
vifcount requofted that he might have, by way of 
loan, five or fix thoufand francs from the treafury, 
to carry on his affairs. The two baflards likewife 
put in their claims, and defired they might have a 
fhare of the money of their father which the nien 
of Orthes had now under their guard. 

The barons, prelates and citizens, having con- 
fidered thefe demands, agreed that the vifcount 
fhould have five thoufand francs, on the tetrns he 
had propofed, and the two baflards of Foix two 
thoufand. Orders were accordingly given for their 

X 2 delivery 
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ddiyery. This was comfdied with, and the tret* 
furers fummoned to pay. it. Not one perfon who 
had any office under the late count was difmifled; 
but the guard of ,the caftle of Orthes, and aH 
within it, was, given to the inhabitants of the 
town* 

The vifcount de Chateau -bon, on his arrival at 
Orthis, fet at liberty all prifoners confined in the 
caftle. They were very numerous ; for the cou^t 
dt Foix was very cruel to any perfon who incurrcid 
bis indignation, never fparing them, however high 
their rank, but ordering them to be thrown over 
the walls, or confined on bread and water during 
bis pieafure; and fuch as ventured to fpeak for 
their deliverance ran rifks of fimilar treatment. 
It is a well-known fad, that he confined, in a deep 
dungeon, his coufin-german, this vifcount de 
Ch&teau-bon, during eight days ; and he would 
not give him his liberty until he had paid down 
forty thoufand francs. Since that time, he bore 
Inm fuch a hatred, that he dared not appear before 
him; and, had the count lived two years longer, 
the vifcount de Chateau-bon would never have in- 
herited his pofTeflions in Foix and Bcarn. 

Thofe who had attended this meeting 'at Orthcs 
now feparated, to return to their homes, leaving 
the-vifcount to the care of his own affiairs. He 
was not idle, but colleded about his perfon thofe 
knights and fquires he thought attached to him^ 
and left Orthcs with an attendance of two hun- 
dred horfe. He went ro Morlaas, a good town 
and well inclofed : it is the lad in Beam, on the 
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fide of Bigorre, four leagues from Pau, and fix 
from Tarbes. 

On the marrow, as he was preparing to fet out 
for Saint Gaudens, another good town at the en- 
trance of Foix, on the Garonne, news was brought 
him that the biftiop of Noyon and fir Bureau de la 
Riviere were arrived in great ftate at Touloufe. 
The viOzount de Chateau-bon afked Cir Roger 
dTfpaign how he fliould a€t. Sir Roger replied, '1 
— ' Since we have now heard of them, we will re- 
main and obferve how they proceed. In a few 
days, they will make us acquainted with their in- 
tentions.' 

This advice of fir Roger was followed: indeed 
it would have been ufelefs to have advanced fur- 
ther into Foix, for all the chief towns, caftles, 
and paCTei over the river Garonne, were fhut againft 
them, fuch as Palaminich, Caflres, Montefquieu, 
Carthas, Ortingas, SolTa, the city of Pamiers, thf ■, 
caftle of which was under the guard of the townf- 
men, Savredun, Montant, Mazeres, Vefpuis, and 
all the caflles on the frontier of Arragon. The in* 
habitants of Foix declared that no foreign power, 
of men at arms, fhould enter their country, until 
the right of fucceflion was eftablilhed: they, how- 
ever, ihewed a great inclination that France fiiotild 
have their country, and that it fhould be governed 
by a feiiefchal, like Touloul:, Carcaflbne and Beau- 
caire; but it happened otherwife, as I fliall fliortly 
relate. 

When the commiffioners from France arrived at 
Touloule, they fought intelligence from the arcli- 
X 3 bilhop, 



biihop, the fenefDhals bf Foix and Toulotife^ who 
told them enough; for the two laft had, from the 
great love they bore the late count de Foix, with 
many of the principal perfons in Touloufe, attend- 
ed his funeral at Orthes. They had, when there, 

' inquired into the ftate and difpofition of the coun- 
try, from fuch as they imagined could inform them. 
Upon hearing their report, the bifhop of Noyon 
and lord de la Riviet'e confulted together, and 
determined to fend for fir Roger d'Efpaign, for he 
wSis liege man to the king of France, his officer, 
and fenefchal of Carcaflbne, and keep him with 
them fliould there be occafion. According to this 

. plan, they fent off an honourable fquire, with let- 
ters fealed to fir Roger. He left Touloufe, think- 
ing to meet fir Roger at Montreal or at Saint 
Gaudens, with the vifcount de Chateau-bon; for 
he had heard they had left Morlaas on their road 
to enter Foix. 

The fquire followed the road to Saint Gaudens, 
and foon arrived there, as the diflance was not more 
than twelve leagues. He prefented the letters to 
fir Roger, telling him at the fame time from whom 
they came. Sir Roger, having read them, faid, — 
* You will ft ay here to day : to-morrow you fliall 
return, and I hope have company with you.' The 
fquire affented to this. 

The vifcount and fir Roger had a long confer- 
ence on the fubjed of thefe letters, and it was con- 
cluded that fir Roger fhould wait on the commif- 
fipners at Touloufe, when he would hear what was 
0ie objeft of their coming, and what their inten- 
tions. 
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tions. On the morrow, the knight, in company 
with. the fquire who had brought the letters, fet out 
for Touloufe, and they eontinued their journey until 
they arrived there in the evening, when fir Roger 
retired to his lodgings, and the fquire to his maf- 
ters. On learning that the knight was arrived, 
the commifGoners faid, * Since fir Roger d'Efpaign 
is come in perfon, 'to-morrow we fliall have fome 
intelligence.' The next day, after mafs, fir Roger 
waited on the bifhop of Noyon and the lord de la 
Riviere, who kindly received him. After fomc 
converfation on different fubjefts, they told him the 
caufe of their coming, and (hewed the king's pro- 
curation, for^them to take poffeflion, in his name, 
of the county of Foix. Sir Roger obferved their 
papers and credential letters were properly drawn 
up, and, after a (hort paufe, he replied; * My lord 
of Noyon, and you my lord de la Riviere, I am not 
fuch an intimate counfellor of the kipg as ye are, 
for, if I wer6, I would (under your favour) adyife 
him to take the money, and indeed fome what more 
than what he has, on mortgage on this county, ad- 
vanced to the late count, and to be repaid on his 
death, and let the natural heir fucceed to his inhe- 
ritances. This would be, in my mind, greatly to 
his honour and profit, and to the falvation of his 
foul. 1 will give you other fubftantial reafons why 
this fhould be dpne, if you will liften to me, Firft, 
it is well known that this mortgage was fraudu- 
lently made by the late count, for he abounded in 
money ; and was in this matter aduated folely by 
bis hatred to the true heir, the vifcount de Cha- 
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tc!iu-bon, whom he thought he could never fuffi- 
dently injure. The king may therefore, if he 
conlbnt to it, be implicated in this difgracefiii 
tranfadkion. Secondly, by follo\ving my advice, 
the |dng will be a gainer ; for the county of Foix 
will coft him full as much to guard and defend as 
his receivers can coUeft from it, and he will, be- 
fide, lofe the homage and fervice of a powerful 
man. Thirdly, he will heavily load his confcience 
by thus difmheridng another; for if he had meant 
to a^ juftly in fuch a bargain and fale, he ought 
to have called upon all the relations of the late 
count, who had the remotefl: claims on his fuc- 
ceflion, to oppofe this aft, if they fliould have 
thought it neceflary, which was not done. Con- 
fider, therefore, my lords, you who have fo gQod 
underftandings, and are come hither as thofe moil 
looked up to in the king's council, all that I have 
faid, before you approve yourfelves abettors of 
frauds, which muft affeft the confcience of the 
king, for on you will the whole blame be thrown, 
and, before it be too late, apply a remedy. You 
have now time, for my coufin, the vifcount de 
Chateau-bon, has fent me to remonftrate with 
you on this bufmefs ; and he, as well as myfelf, 
beg you will pay attention to our complaints ; for 
it is not juft to feize all that ftrength and power 
may enable you to do.' 

When fir Roger had done fpeaking, the bifliop 
of Noyon and the lord de la Riviere looked at 
each other J and the bilhop thus replied, — * Sir 
Roger, we are convinced the propofition you have 

" made 
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made us is caufed by your love of juftice; but 
cur commiflion does not extend to annihilate the 
bargains which nxay have been made between the 
king of France and the count de Foix. How- 
ever, from confideration and love to you, and for • 
the fatisfa£tion of all parties, we will not proceed 
further in the bufinefs, if you will undertake a 
journey to Paris, and make to the Jdng and council 
what remonftrances you may pleafe relative to it. 
If you can by your eloquence prevail, that the 
fucceflion of Foix devolve to the vifcount de Cha- 
teau-bon, who is indeed, as you fay, the legal 
heir, we fliall be right glad, for we are no, way 
inclined to difinherit him."' * My Jords,' replied 
fir Roger, * you make me very happy by what 
you fay: remain, therefore, and amufe yourfelvcs 
in Touloufe during my abfence, for all your ex- 
penfes (hall be defrayed from the treafure in th^ 
caftle of Orthes/ 

Thus did fir Roger d^Efpaign manage the mat- 
ter, during his ftay of two days in Touloufe widi 
the commiffioners from France: a better nego- 
tiator could not have been fent. On the third 
morning, when taking leave of them, he (aid, — 
* iVly lords, fince I have begun this bufinefs, I fee 
the neceffity for my going ^to Paris, to bring it 
to a conclufion, but J know not in what difpofition 
I ihall find the king and his court. Should I ftay 
longer than I propofe, I beg you will not be un-^ 
eafy, for it will be the fault of thofe with whom 
I muft treat, if I do not very fpeedily return: 

ia 
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in the mcaii time, you (hall conftantly receive 
meffengers with letters from me.' 

* Go, in God's name,' faid the two lords: * we 
know it will not be your fault if any delay happen/ 
Thus faiisfied with each other, they feparated. 
The commiflioners remained at Touloufe, and fir 
Roger returned to the vifcount de Chateau-bon at 
St. Gaudens, to tell him what had paffed. The 
vifcount was rejoiced on hearing it, and faid, — ^^Sir 
Roger, my fair coufin, I put my whoje coi;iflSence 
in you, and the matter interefts me greatly; for it 
is nothing lefs than whether I am or am not to have 
the property of my family, from whom I am 
fprung, and whofc arms I bear. I have none 
other but you to fend to France, nor any one on 
whom I can depend, to lay before the king and 
council the hardfhip of my cafe, with a force of 
eloquence equal to the occafion. I therefore en- 
treat, from your afFeftion to me, and for the obli- 
gation I (hall ever^be under to you, that you would 
undertake this journey.'** 

Sir Roger faid, — * I knew well that you would 
charge me with this bufinefs, and, from my love 
to you and our relationfhip, I will readily iindcr* 
take it.* He was not long in making his prepara- 
tions to go to Paris, and took the road through 
Rodez, as being the (horteft, for there was now a 
truce between France and England. Had it not 
been fo, this way would not have been the moft 
expedient; for there were many forts on the bor- 
ders of Quercy, Rouergue and Limoufin, in the 
hands of the Englilh. 
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We will now leave fir Roger to purfue hit 
journey, and fpeak of the king of France and the 
duke of Brittany. ^ , 



CHAP. XXX. 



THE KING OF FIIANCE AND THE DUKE OF 
BEITTANY MEET AT TOURS, TO SETTLE 
THEIR DIFFERENCES. — AMBASSADORS FROM 
ENGLAND COME THITHER 4LS0 TO NEGO^ 
TIATE A PEACE* 

npHE great hatred which fubfifted between the 
duke of Brittany and fir Oliver de Cliffon, 
conftable of France, has been repeatedly men- 
tioned in this hiftory. The duke, in addition to 
the ill Mill he bore him, was envious of the favour 
he was in with the king of France, and the opinion 
he had of his advice: he would willingly have 
prevented or troubled this, if he had the power, 
and was not fearful of oflFending the king. Thi* 
made him frequently repent that he had not put 
him to death when in his caftle of Ermine, for no 
one would have revenged it, and the matter would 
foon have been forgotten. 

The duke, on accpunt of this hatred and envy 
of the conftable, was very backward in his dutiei 
to the crown of France, and, when he could, ab- 
fplutely refufed paying thepi. He knew he was 
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a£ling improperly, but perfifted in this condud, 
for he was too much inclined to England, and 
provided his caftles ai>d towns with artillery and 
ftores, fending fecretly to England for men at arms 
and archers, whom he placed in his forts, giving 
it out that he was expefting war to be made on 
him, but his fubjedts could not guels from what 
quarter. 

News of all that he was doing was carried to 
the court of France, and feveral fpok^ loudly 
againft him. The duke, indeed, knew, that many 
of the French lords difliked him ; but he. was in- 
different as to this, and continued to ad as be- 
fore, cntrufting only the duchefs of Burgundy with 
the real ftate of his affairs and. his intentions. He 
was right fo to do, for he was by her ftrongly fupp- 
ported. She had a great affection for the duke 
of Brittany, not only becaufe he was her relation^ 
but her father, the late earl of Flanders, had been 
much attached to him, and comforted him in all 
|iis diftreffes. 

This duchefe of Burgundy was a determine4 
-lady, and the duke, her hufband, would not wilU 
ingly have angered her, as was indeed natural; 
~ for he had gained by his marriage with her im-« 
inenfe poffeffions, and was the father of many fine 
children, which bound him, as well as the whole 
, royal family, the more to her, 

Thefe hatreds and jealoufies were daily in- 
CKs^afing; tod although the duke of Brittany went 
is, and paiid his homage to the king, I will 
:» . . not 
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not pr^eiid to ffiy that it was done from the heart, 
for on his return to Brittany, very little change 
was obferved in his conduQ:. He had alfo fwora 
obedience to the pope of Avignon, but aSed con- 
trary to his folemn pledge, for he difclaimed him 
by words, and would not allow his bulls to have 
tSeSt in his duchy. He was neuter between the 
two popes in many things, and difpofed of vacant 

. benefices according to his pleafure; fo that no 
foreign clerk, unlefs he was perfeftly agreeable to 

. the duke, could obtain any benefice in Brittany. 
And with regard to any wrics, or law procefles, 
which were fent thither from the parliament of 
Paris, he held them very cheap, and feemed to 
exped that his own officers fhould take the pre- 
cedence in all fuch proceedings. 

The duke deprived even the prelates of Brit- 
tany of many of their rights, who, though they 
made loud complaints of this to the parliament of 
Paris, could not obtain redrefs ; for when the duke 
was fummoned to defend himfelf againft thefe 
charges in the courts of juftice, he never came 
nor fent any perfons fufficiently authorifed to anfwer 
for him. When, by order of the parliament, the 
king's officers were fent into Brittany to ferve the 
duke with writs of fummons, they never could 

^ fpeak with nor obtain a fight of him, from di& 
ferent excufes he made; but, when they had left 
lus country and were returned to Paris, he faid,-— 
^ Yes, to be fure I will go to Paris to hear law ! 

^ aevdr will I do fuch a thing. Three years ago, I 

- was 
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was there for that ptirpofe and to obtdn juftice; 
but the laft I never could get. Our judges of the 
parlkment turn it as they pleafe ; and they mufl: 
think me very young. and ignorant when they want 
thus to manage me. I wi(h to let them know, 
that if all my fubjefls were unanimous in the 
fame opinions with me, I would find the kingdom 
of France fo much employment that the moft 
obftinate iOioukl liflen to reafon. All who. had 
loyally and faithfully ferved fhould be rewarded 
accordingly, and fuch as had afled on oppoiite 
principles fhould be punifhed ; and thofe who Re- 
manded juftice fliould have it/ 

Such fpeeches, which were often repeated, were 
carried to the French court; and the king's moft 
confidential minifters faid, * This duke of Brittany, 
is fo prefumptuous and obftinate in his opinions 
that, if he be fufFered to go on with fuch dif- 
courfes, the kingdom will be weakened, by other 
lords following his example, and the rights of the 
crown by degrees may be loft.* It was therefore 
refolved, to obviate all difficulties, that the duke 
of Brittany fhould be civilly invited to come tp 
'I burs, where the king of France, from the affec- 
tion he bore him, would endeavour to give him 
the meeting, attended only by the dukes of Berry 
and Burgundy, and the bifhops of Chartres and 
Autun, members of his council, who were ex- 
prefHy named, as more in favour with the duke 
of Brittany than any other lords in France, except 
tlie lord de Coucy and the lord d'Eftampes* 
"\.. This 
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This plan being followed, the count d'Eftampes 
and fir Yves d* Orient were fent into Brittany, 
where they had much difficulty to perfuade the 
duke to meet the king of France and his imcles 
as Tours. They difcuffed the matter fo ably, he 
at length faid, ' that he would go to Tours; but 
they need not prefs him to prolong his journey, 
for further he would not go, neither would he fee 
his enemy, fir Oliver de CliiTon, as he hated him 
mortally/ Thefe terms were complied with be- 
fore he would confent to fet out for Tours. 

The two envoys returned to France to tell the 
king and his uncles their fuccefs with the duke 
of Brittany. They appeared fatisfied therewith, 
fince they could not do better. The king and his 
lords began to make preparations for this journey 
to Tours on a large fcale; for they imagined they 
fliould remain there two or three months, as the 
treaties and negotiations which were to be. pro- 
posed would require much time before they could 
be concluded. 

The king of France, the duke of Touraine, the 
duke of Berry, the duke of Burgundy, his fon 
John of Burgundy, the duke of Bourbon, the 
lofd dfc Coucy, the count de la Marche, the count 
de Saint Pol, and the whole of their councils came 
to Tours, where lodgings had been provided for 
them. ihe conftable of France and his fon-in- 
law, John of Brittany, came thither from ^ dif- 
ferent quarter, as indeed they were nearly con- 
cerned in the matters then going forward. 

The 
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The duke of Brittany, after keeping them wait- 
ing a fortnight, at lad arrived. Some faid, that 
notwithflanding he had made them come there^ 
he would not meet them ; for he had fent twice 
or thrice to fay he was too ill to ride ; but liav- 
ing confidered the bufinefs, he at length came. 
His purveyances were grand, and he and his peo- 
ple were lodged at their eafe. 

[TJie negotiations inftantly began on both fides ; 
but as the days were now (hort, it being the winter 
feafon, there could not be any long difcuffions be- 
fore dinner, which were renewed afterward until 
the evening. During the time thefe treaties were 
going forward at Tours, between the king of 
France and the duke of Brittany, which lafled 
good part of the winter, fir Roger d'Efpaign and 
fir d'Efpaign du Lyon arrived there from Touloufe 
on a Wednefday. The city was fo full of lords 
and other company, that it was with much difii- 
culty they could find lodgings. Having at laft 
obtained them, they waited on the king and his 
minifters, and explained, as eloquently as they 
were able, the caufe of their coming, and the cafe 
of the vifcount de Chateau-bon, in regard to his 
claims on the county of Foix, and the honour of 
Bearn.3 The king and his council were fo fully 
occupied with the affairs of Brittany, which touched 
them more nearly, that they could not attend to 
other bufinefs. 

Sir Roger d*Efpaign was however well heard, 
though he had not a fpeedy anfwer : he remained 

there 
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there upwards of two months, and was daily told 
his propofal fliould be confidered, but the anfwa: 

Was not given. There was another caufe of de- 
lay, during the king's relidence at Tours, that in- 
creafed the labours of his coancil ; for fir Joha 
Clanvow, counfellor and chamberlain to the king 
of England, and Richard Rowhall, clerk, doftor , 
of laws, and of the council of England, arrived 
there from king Richard, on the fubjeft of a peace 
which had been firfl propofcd by fir Thomas Percy 
and the lord de CliiFord, fome time before at Paris, 
as you have heard. 

On their arrival, all other bufmefs was laid : 
afide, and they alone were attended to. It was 
told me, they had brought credential letters to , 
the king, and the dukes of Berry and Burgundy, 
who heard what they had to fay. Their milhop 
was to know if the king of France and his council , 
■were willing to hold conferences at Amiens, 
had been propofed, to endeavour to eftablitli ji , 
lalling peace between the two kingdoms and thei 
allies. 

The king of France, who, from every appear- 
ance, feemed defirous of peace, anfwered in the 
affirmative, and faid, ' that as foon as the bulinefs ] 
between him and the duke of Brittany was 6nifhed, j 
and he was returned from Tours, he would not i 
attend to any thing until he arrived at Amiens, 
according to the former proportions, and that he 
would wait there the arrival of the commiffioners 
from England, who Ihould be made welcome with 
the beft cheer of the country.' 

Vol. X. Y The 
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The Englifh were well pleafed with this anfwer, 
and ftaid five days at Tours, paffing their time 
with th^ king, the chief lords and the chancellor 
of France. Having accomplifhed the obje£t of thdf 
coming, they took leave of the king and court* 
The king made them handfome prefents, for 
which they returned thanks, and had all their ex^ 
penfes, white at Tours, paid 

During their ftay, they neither faw nor fpoke 
with the duke of Brittany, for they were anxious 
to avoid giving the French any caufe of fufpicion 
of underhand dealing. They returned through 
Paris and Picardy to Calais, and, having a favour- 
"Me paffage, arrived at Dover, and thence jour- 
neyed to London, where they found the king and 
council aifembled at Weftminfter, and related to 
them iht anfwer they had received, and what ob- 
fetVations they had made. The king and council 
iWere fatisfied with what they heard, and gave 
orders refpeding the conferences to be holden at 
Amiens. 

We will now return to the ambaffadors from 
B6am and Foix. 
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CHAP. xxxr. 

^R ROGER d'eSPAIGN AND SIR ESPAIGN DU 
LYON, AMBASSADORS FROM THE VlSCOtfNf 
DE CHASTELBON. PRACTISE SO SUCCESSFULLY 
WITH THE COURT OF FRANCE, THAT HE Id 
DECLARED tiElH AND SUCCESSOR TO THE 
COUNT DE FOIX BY LETTERS PATENT FROal 
THE KING OF FRANCE. 

C IR Roger d'.Efpaign and fir Efpaign du Lyon 
^ acquitted themfelves handfomely and fuc- 
cefsfuUy, in regard to the afFairs of the vifcouAt 
de Chateaubon. They had many difficulties to 
overcome with the king and the court, more ef- 
pecially with the members of the privy council^ 
who had advifed the king to annex the county of 
Foix to the crown of France, fince the inhabi- 
tants were defirous of it. The king was likewife 
of this opinion, but the duke of Burgundy more 
wifely oppofed it, and recommended it to the king 
to do nothing more than receive back the money 
he had advanced, faying, he had lands enough 
to guard without adding thefe, and difinheriting 
the lawful heir/ 

I believe the duke of Burgundy's advice woultf 
not have been attended to, if the duke of Berry 
had not taken up the matter. You have heard 
that formerly he had fent to the count de Foix the 
count de Sancerte, the vifcount d'Afly, firWIl*" 
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liam de la Trimouille and the lord de la Riviere, 
to treat for his marriage with the lady Jane of 
Boulogne, whom the count de Foix had in ward. 

The count liftened to the^ propofals, but told 
the envoys that the duke of Berry fhould never 
have her for his wife if he did not give him thirty 
thoufand francs for the expenfes of her education, 
s(nd this demand the duke paid, for he was deter- 
mined to have the lady. This he had not for- 
gotten, and, fending for fir Roger d'Efpaign and 
fir Efpaign du Lyon to his chamber at Tours, fhut 
die door and converfed with them in private, 
laying ; * You may, if you pleafe, fucceed in the 
objeft of your journey hither ; but you muft . firft 
promife me, that I fhall be fully repaid the fum 
my treafurer gave the count de Foix when I was 
married to my prefent duchefs. I have always de- 
termined, that if 1 furvived the count, this money 
(hould be paid me back.' • 

The two knights, hearing the duke thus talk, 
looked at each other, but faid not a word. The 
duke added, — * My fair firs, it was for this I 
wifhed to fpeak with you by ourfelves : confult 
together on what 1 have told you ; for, be affured, 
whether you confent or not, I will obtain re-pay- 
ment, and your treaty (hall not fucceed. I can 
depend on my good brother of Burgundy ading 
as I pleafe ; he is lieutenant over all the countries 
of Oil, as I am over thofe of Oc, and none will 
dare to controvert my orders, or oppofe my will. 
This vifcount de Chateaubpn will find money 
enough for my demand, fmce the late count has 
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left more behind him than the king has in his trea- 

'fury.* 

Sir Roger d'Efpaign now anfwered, — ' My 
■lord, fHppofe we were to accede to your propo- 
fal, we have not any money with us.* ' Oh,' re- 

'plied the duke, * fir Roger, that fliall be no hin- 
drance. You ftiall take the debt on yourfelf, and 
give me your bond for it : I have that opinion of 
your honour I will credit you for this, or a much 
larger fum if it were neceflary.* * My lord,' faid 
fir Roger, * 1 thank you : we will confuit together, 
and you (hall to-morrow have our anfwer.' ' I am 
faiisfied,' anfwered the duke; when the converfa- 
tion ended, and the doors were opened. 

The two knights returned to their lodgings, and 
had many converfations, whether or not they 
fliould agree to the duke's demand, and accept of 
his mediation. Every thing confidered, they 

' thought the bell they could do would be to con- 
fent: for the matter had been drawn out to a great 
length without any appearance of being decided ; 
but on condition that all the landed property was 
yielded to the vifcount de Chateaubon. On the 
morrow, they returned to the duke of Berry, and 
engaged theml'elves for the payment of thirty 
thoufand francs, on condition he would influence 
the king and council to allow the vifcount de Cha- 
teaubon to inherit Foix, on his paying back the 
fum it had been mortgaged for. The duke re- 
plied, — 'Leave that to me: I will have it done, 
otherwife I fhall not expeft you to fulfil your en- 
gagements.' 

Y 3 Fiom 
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From that day forward, the duke of Berry was 
fo anxious to receive his thirty thoufand francs 
and fo able an advocate for the vifcount de Cha- 
teaubon, that every thing was arranged according 
to his wifhes. The king and council defifted from 
their firft demands ; and the two foreign knights 
had given them letters of confirmation of the 
county of Foix to the vifcount de Chateaubon, 
addrefled to the bifhop of Noyon and the lord de 
la Riviere, who had remained at Touloufe* 

The fubftance of thefe letters, as I learnt froni 
credible perfons who had been on this embafly, 
ti^as as follows : — ' We Charles, by the grace of 
God, king of France, order and command our 
reverend father in God the bifhop of Noyon, and 
our knight and chamberlain the lord de la Riviere, 
to allow the vifcount de Chateaubon, heir of Fobs; 
and Beam, to have peaceable polfeflipn and en^ 
joyment of the fame, and of all dependencies 
thereto belonging, on condition that he firfl pay 
into your hands the fum of fixty thoufand francs, 
which ypu will receive in one payment in the city 
of Tguloufe ; and we will, after payment made, 
that the receipt, fealed by our fenfechal of Tou. 
Ipufe, to the vifcount de Chateaubon, fhall be a 
full and legal acquittance to him, and to whom- 
ever elfe it may concern. In addition, we, expe^ 
payment of twenty thoufand francs, for the ex- 
penfes you have been at in your journeys to and 
from the county of Foix on this occafion: jrou 
will for this money give acquittances from our 
)ove-named office in fouloufe: faving and re- 
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ferving that fir .Evan and fir Gracien de Foix, 
baflard-fons of the late Gafton coun£ de Foix, of' 
happy memory, have a reafonable fhare of the 
moveable property and inheritances , of their de- 
ceafed father, according to the difcretion and ad- 
vice of fir Roger d'Efpaign, the vifcount de Brii- 
niquel, fir Raymond de Chateauneuf and the lord 
de-Coraffe, to whom we will write, that they ac- 
quit themfelves in the matter honourably to the 
difcharge of our confcience ; fpr^ fome time fince, 
we made fufch promife to their father. And fhould 
any demur arife, either on the part of the four 
knights to whom wc have entrufted this bufinefs, 
or from obftinacy and rebellion on the part of the 
vifcount de Chateaubon, we annul and declare all 
treaties we may have entered into void,' and of 
no effeft. In teflimony whereof, we have given • 
thefe letters under our feal^ in the city of Toiirs, 
this 15th day of December, in the 12th year of 
our reign.* f 

When thefe letters were finifhed to the fatis- 
fadion of the king, council and ambaifadors, the 
knights made preparations for their departure; 
and, having taken leave of the king and lords, and 
paid their expenfes, they fet out from Tours on 
their return home. 

You before heard that the lord Louis de 
Sancerre, marfhal of France, was refident in 
the neighbourhood of Carcaflbne, and had been 
fo a long time, as lieutenant for the king over all 
thofe countries as far as the Dordogne, 1 he 
feifhop of Noyon and the lord de la Riviere fent 
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for him to Touloufe, and thus addrefled him:— 
*Mar(hal, the vifcount de Chateaubon, who de- 
clares himfelf heir, by the death of Gafton count 
de Foix, to the county of Foix and its dependen- 
cies, fave and except what may concern Beam, is 
in treaty with us. We have fent intelligence of it 
to the king and his council ; but we know not, 
nor indeed can we as yet, how the king and his 
minifters may pleafe to aft in the matter. Be 
you, therefore, provided with a fufficient body of 
men at arms, and garrifon well the frontiers of 
Foix. Sir Roger d'Efpaign and fir Efpaign du 
Lyon are now in France; and if we hear from 
them, or by meffengei^s from the king, that there 
is no probability of any compromife taking place, 
but that the k^ng means to annex Foix to his 
crown, you will inftantly enter that county, and 
' take pofTef&on of it, according to the powers the 
king has intrufled to us in this afiair.' 

The lord Lewis faidj that in regard to this he 
was well prepared, and was increafing his ftrength 
daily, waiting for the anfwer from the king. 

We will now return to the duke of Brittany. 
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CHAP. XXXII. 

rRiNG THE RESIDENCE OF THE KfNG OF 

FRANCE AND DUKE OF LRITTANY AT TOITHS, 

THEIR. DIFFERENCES ARE PARTLY ACCOMl'l 

MODATED BY MEANS OF THE MARRIAGES! 

OF THE duke's SON WITH A PRINCESS OP 

L FRANCE, AND A SON OP JOHN OF BRITTANY, 

P" SON TO THE EATE LORD CHARLES DE BI.OIS, 

' WITH A DAUGHTER OP THE DUKE OF BRIT- 

TAXY. 

T HAVE mendoned that treaties were nego- J 
tiaring at Tours between the king of Trance j 
and the duke of Brittany. The duke gave _^the 
king and his council a great deal of trouble, for 
he would not abate any of his pretenfions. When 
any propofitions were made to him, he refufed 
them ; and in like manner was it returned, whea j 
he offered any on his part; fo that there did not 
feem a probability of their difputes being ter- 
minated. 

The duke declared himfelf willing to ferve the 
king according to the homage he had paid, and to 
the duty he owed. ' Why then," afked the king's 
council, • fmce you acknowledge yourfelf vafliil 
to the king, do you not obey him in all things?' 
'Wherein am 1 a rebel?' demanded the duke. 
They mentioned many inftances, and, firft, his 
condud towards the pope of Avignon, whom the 
^ ting. 
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king, his lord, obeyed as the true pope, and with 
regard to whom he was diffembling his opinion^ 
and refufed to obey his commands, iilling up all 
the vacant benefices in his duchy, without paying 
attention to thofe who had provided th^mfelves 
with bulb from the pope. This, they £ud, was 
rebellious againft the king in thought and deed* 

The duke replied, — ' That no one had a right 
to arraign or judge his confcience but God alone^ 
who was its fupreme lord. With regard to the 
two rival popes, he had never made any declara- 
tion ; that when Urban was eleflied, he was with 
his coufin, the earl of Flanders, in the town of 
Ghent ; that the cardinal, Robert de Quefne *, fent 
' to the earl letters patent, fealed with his feal. Which 
fignified and certified to my coufin, that, by the 
grace of God, and the divine infpiratioft, the con- 
clave had eieded Urban pope. How can an elec- 
tion be fet afide that feems to me made in the moll 
regular manner ? I wifti not to fay a word againft. 
the king or his crown, for I am his coufin and 
vaffal, and will faithfully ferve him, whenever I am 
required, to the utmoft limits of ray duty ; but I 
fhall fpeak my mind as to thofe who do not advife 
him honourably/ ^ Tell us who they are, and we 
will provide a remedy.* 

*• Oh,' replied the duke, * you know them bet- 
ter than I do, for you live more with them } but, 
as to what you have faid touching the vacant be- 
nefices, I am not fo fevere againft fuitors for them 
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as you fay, for I permit the clergy of my duchy 
to provide themfelves with bulls from pope Cle- 
ment; but. I objed to ftrangers having the fame 
liberty, and will tell you why I refufe it. They 
want to carry all the profit of the benefices out of 
the country, without ferving them. This is fo 
contrary to reafon, confcience and juftice, that 1 
will never confent to it. You fay my conduft was 
rebellious and haughty, refpecliug the king's fer- 
geaats that came with writs into my country of 
Brittany. I neither am rebellious nor wifh to be 
fo. You ought to know, or, if you do not, you 
Ihould learn, that the fief of Brittany is fo noble, 
no law proceedings can take effefl; unlefs the duke* 
its natural lord, fliall hold an . open court of juf- 
tice, to hear caufes, and the reafons why any ap. 
peals may be made thence, and to fee that thi 
officers, who bring writs of appeal or fummons, 
do their duty regularly: fhould there be fergeant; 
or other iJRicers in my duchy negligent, 
Sgainft whom iirangers have caufe of complaint, 
I would punifh them fevcrely, for a warning to 
QthefS. In addition to what 1 have faid, that the 
kings council do many reprehenfible things, they 
plainly difcover their incHnations to encourage the 
haired of [he king agaiijfl: me: the proof is clear, 
by their fulFering my coufin, John of Blois, to 
ad in two inflances very injurioufly againflme; 
the firrt is, the figning himfelf John of Brittany, 
as if, by bearing this name, he could form a claim 
on the inheritance of that duchy; but he cannot 
have any right, hecaufe I have children, a fon 
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and daughter; who will fucceed to my poffeflions* " 
Secondly, he bears the ermines, which are the 
arms of Brittany, and he had formerly renounced 
the name, arms, and all things thereto appertain- 
ing. True it is, that fir Oliver de Cliffon fup- 
ports him in this conduft, to vex me ; and, as 
long as this fhall continue, I will not liften to any ' 
treaty of peace or fnendftiip with the king. I 
ihall not make war againft him, for he is my 
natural lord, but if, through envious or 'malevo- 
lent informations, he make war on me, I will de- 
fend myfelf, and fhall be found ready on my owii 
territories. All that I ha\e now faid, I wifh the 
king to be made acquainted with. 

Such was the bitternefs with which thefe ne- 
gotiations were carried on between the king of 
France and the duke of Brittany. The duke wa« 
mafter of his council, but the king was led by 
fir Oliver dc Cliffon, the begue de Villaines, fir 
John le Mercier and fir William de Montagu. 
The duke of Burgundy, who faw more clearly into 
this matter, was uneafy that the duke*s reafons 
were made public, though he fupported them 
privately as much as he could, in which he was 
affifted by the duke of Berry, who hated the con- 
fidential advifers of the king. By their means, 
his treafurer, Bethifac, had fuffered an ignominious 
death at Beziers, which he was forced to put up 
with, for it was not yet time to revenge himfelf. 

In this ftate did they remain at Tours for up- 
wards of three months, without any progrefs being 
made in the treaties. They were on the point of 

being 
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being broken off, for the king was impatient at the 
delays, and wanted to return to Paris, whence he 
would iffue a fpecial fummons for the erifuing 
fummer, and make war on the duke of Brittany 
and his allies, leaving all others in peace. But the 
dukes of Berry and Burgundy, the lord deCoucy, 
the. count de Saint Pol, fir Guy de la Trimouille, 
the chancellor of France, and many other great 
barons and prelates, de%ous that an end fhould 
be put to thefe" diflFerences, held a conference, and 
faid, — * We, who are fo nearly conneded with . 
the king and the greateft barons of his realm, 
having agreed to meet the Englifli commiflioners 
this Lent at Amiens, to coniider of a treaty of 
peace, mud haften to put an end to this ill hu- 
mour of the king and the duke of Brittany ; for 
fhould we feparate without doing fo, the Englifli 
would have the advantage in the bufinefs at Amiens : 
they will exped the fupport of the duke of Brit- 
tany and his country, for they are near neighbours^ 
and we fhall have a war with Brittany and England, 
. like what we had before, and it will be too heavy 
for us.' 

Thefc lords and their councils fo often turned 
the matter over, that they at length difcovered a 
means of reconciliation between the king and the 
duke of Brittany. I will mention it, for without 
this I do not believe it wouW ever have taken 
place. . It was propof«d that a marriage between 
the fon of the duke of Brittany and a daughter of 
the king of France fhould take place; and, a^ 
John of Brittany had a fon, a fimilkr connexion 

fhould 
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Aould be formed with the^ daughter of the dake 
of Brittany. Thefe articles were agreed upon: 
but, notwithftanding this alliance, John of Brittany 
was obliged to lay afide the arms of Brittany, and 
take thofe of ChatiHon ; and, if he were defirow 
of bearing any thing relative to Brittany, as a de** 
fcendant of that houfe by his mother's fide, he 
might bear on| the arms of Chatillon a bordure er* 
mine, three fables or, nid an efcutcheon ermim^ 
in chief gules, and none others. Thus was tl^e 
bufinefs brought to a concIu(ion, and the duke re* 
ftored to ihe friendfhip of the king of France and 
his uncles. He dined with the king, in company 
with John of Brittany, count de Penthievre, and 
much affedion was mutually difplayed by all par* 
ties, on account of the marriages which had been 
agreed to be folemnized. 

The duke of Brittany would never fee fir OUvct 
de Cliffon, for the hatred he bore him ; but the 
conftable was indifferent to this, as the hatred was 
mutuah All things being now* fettled, and the 
lords having fworn to fee thefe marriages cM- 
fummated when the children fhould be of a proper 
age^ and the different treaties having been en-/ 
grofled, they thought it time to quit Tours, for 
iteir ftay had been too long, and return to Paril^ 
as the time was approaching for the conferences at 
Amiens. The king of France, his brother, uncles 
and council, had promifed to be there to receive 
the king of England and his council. ''The duke 
of Brittany took leave of the king, his brother and 
uncles, ^md of thofe moft in his favour, and fet out 
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from Tours for his own country ; as did the duket 
of Berry and Burgundy, with other lords ; but the 
king, the duke of Touraine, the duke of Bourboa 
and the lord de Coucy, ftaid at Tours, and I wiU ^ 
tell the reaibn. 



CHAP. XXXIIL 

THE COUNT DE BLOIS AND MARY OF NAMITK^ 
HIS COITNTESS, SEL]L TO THE DUKE OF TOU- 
RAINE THE COUNTY OF BLOlS WITH OTHEJl 
LANDS.--^TME VISCOUNT DE CHASTELBOK 
TAKKS t'OSSESSION OF THE INHERITANCES OP 
THE LATE COUNT DE FOIX. 

T HAVE before recorded in H^i^ hiftory, that 
Louis de Blois, fon to the count de Blois^ had 
died when young, at Beaumont in Hainault, leav« 
ing the lady Mary, daughter of the duke ^f Berry, 
a widow, who loft by the event many of the good 
things of this world: for her hufband was a rich 
heir, and would have been a powerful lord. I 
mention this, becaufe I wiih it to be known in 
times to come how fuch large properties have been, 
difpofed of or alienated. 

The count and countefs of Blois were not formed 
to have any more children ; for, by indulging them, 
felves too much in the pleafures of the table, and 
eating too many fweet diflies, they were become 

enormouilj 
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enormoufly fat. The count could no longer mount 
his horfe^ but was always carried in a car when- 
ever he travdled from one place to another, or took 
the diyerfions of hunting or hacking. As this 
was well known to the lords of France » a thought 
ftruck the duke of Touraine, during his refidence 
at Tours, which he carried into eflFe£L 

llie duke had a very large fum of ready money^ 
perhaps a million of florins, lying idle, which he 
had received from the count de Vertus, on his 
marriage with the lady Valentina of Milan. This 
money he wanted to difpofe of to advantage. He 
knew the great properties of the count de Blois 
would be difperfed after his death. The county of 
Blois would fall to John of Brittany, who was his 
coufin-german ; the lands in Hainault to, the duke 
of Juliers and duke of I^ancafler, excepting Chi- 
may, which would go to the Conflans in Cham- 
pagne. The county of Soiflbns had belonged for- 
merly to the counts of Blois, but was alienated to 
the lord de Coucy, for the ranfom of Guy de Blois 
from England. The lands of Argies and Nouvion 
went to other heirs : Holland and Zealand fell to 
the count of Hainault. Thus would this noble 
inheritance be difperfed piece-meal, for it was 
well known it mud happen on the death of the 
prefent pofleflbr. The duke of Touraine cad his 
eyes on this property, as he had money enough 
to purchafe it, were it fold at a fair price, and de- 
termined to defire the king, his brother, to treat: 
with the count de Blois for the county of Blois, 
which was a valuable property, and very convenient 

to 
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tb him by bordering on his diichy of Touraine; 
To this county are alfo attached many confiderable 
fiefs. 

The duke of Toiiraine, having this fcheriie in 
his head, did not reft before he mentioned it, firft 
to the kingi then to the duke of Bourbon, and 
to the lord de Coucy, who was an able negotiator 
and much in favour with the count de Blois, for 
he had married the daughter of his coufin-german 
the duke of Lorraine. The duke of Touraine 
and the above-mentioned perfons were careful not 
to drop the leaft hint of this bufinefs to the duke 
of Berry, becaufe the lady Mary, his daughter^ 
had her jointure of fix thoufand francs a-yeat fettled 
on this county i and the duke of Berry imagined 
that, for this furii and the charges that would 
accrue, he fliould obtain the county of Blois, for 
a perfon more covetous of other people's property 
tould not be found. The duke of Burgundy was 
alfo kept ignorant of this plan,* becdufe th6 lady 
Margaret, his eldeft daughter, was married to^ 
William of Hainault, fon to the count of Hainault; 
and he thought, thait by fome- incident, by puf- 
chafe or dthcrwife, the lands of Holland, Zealand 
and Hainault might revert to his fon-in-law, thei 
tount d'Oftrevant, or to his fon John of Burgundy^ 
tvho had married Margaret eldcft daiUghtcr of the 
count of Hainault^ 

The king and the thtee other lords propofed 
therefore, on their departure from Tours, to vifit 
their coufin the count Guy de Blois, who refided at 
*a handfomc caftle, eight leagues from Tours, called 
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Chitciti-moraAt, and to open a treaty for t^ fate 
of the county of Blois, with the qpftnt and the 
^ountefs, who was very avaricious. 
: It chanced, by fome accident I am unacquainted 
vith^ t4iat the baiKff of Blois, named fir Reginald 
4c Sens, a knight of law and arms, and of great 
prudence, heard of this intended vifits and its pur- 
pofes« He was mudt concerned from the love he 
lK>re his lord, left he might dishonour himfelf and 
difinherit his heirs by a f^e, for which he had no 
need, and feverely wound his coniciencer He 
determined therefore, if poflible, to prevent it^ 
and, fetting out from Blois, rode, all night to 
Chateau-morant, where, being introduced to the 
count, he faid, ' My lord, the king of France,* 
the dukes of Touraine andr Bourbon, . with the 
lord de Coucy, are coming hither.' * That is 
true,*^ replied the count : ' why do you n\ention 
it ?' * I am come to tell it, becaufe you will be 
preffed to fell your heritage. Confider well the 
fubje£t> as yoii have time before hand.' 

The count de Blois was much furprifed at hearing 
this, and faid, — ^ 1 cannot prevent any one from 
fpcaking . to me, or offering propofals ; but, be- 
fore I confent to the felling my inheritance, frau^ 
^ulently difinheriting my heirs and difltonouring 
myfelf, I muft have neither plate nor porringer of 
filver to pawn.* ' My lor<l,*^ replied the kaight;^ 

• remember this when the time comes, for you 
Drill fee that all I have told jou is true.*' 

• Don't doubt it, bailiff,' faid the eount : * I an 
not fo yoimg qoIt fo fooliih to liHezx to fuch pro- 

.pofals.** 
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-^ofais/ On diis,' the bailiff returned to Bloisi 
where he refided, for he did not wifli the company 
he had mentioned 0iould find him there. Two 
days afteri the king and his company arrived at 
Chateau-morant, to the great joy of the count 
and countefs of Blois, at his vifuihg them^ and 
they entertained him fplendidly. The king^ to win 
the afle&ions of the count, and gaiti him over to 
his plan^ faid — »^ Fair couiin, I fee you. are the 
lord in our kingdom the moft endowed with ho- 
nour and liberality, and that iii fornier times you 
mud have had large expenfes : to affifl: and re« 
compence you, we will ^ant you a tax on the 
county of Blois that fhall be worth twenty thoufand 
francs/ 

The count returned his thanks and accepted the 
gift, which, however, was of no value to him, for , 
he never received one penny from iti After this^ 
the matter of fale of the county of Blois was en- 
tered on; firft by the king, and feconded by the 
duke of Bourbon : but, finding the count very 
cool and indiflferent about it, they addreffed them- 
felves to his lady, and remonftrated with her, ia 
fpecious terms^ refpecfcing the hazard fhe incurred 
of being reduced to a poor eflate fhould fiie fur^ 
vive the count, as ihe had every appearance o£ 
'doing y and it would be more for her advantage to 
have riches and jewels in plenty, which Ihe might 
cafily fecure, if fee would perfuade h^ lord to 
liften to the propofals they had made fpr the pur'* 
chafe of the county of Blois. 

The countefs, from hot avaricious difpofitiDa 
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and her eagernefe to receive the florins, aflented*, 
and procured every thing they wanted, with the 
afliftance of another perfon, that is to fay, a valet 
de (ihambre of the coufat, called Sohier, who was 
the fon of a cloth-worker in the town of Mechlin. 
This Sohier fo completely governed the count, 
that every thing was done as he ordered, and the 
count had given him upwards of five hundred 
francs of yearly revenue for ever. See the niif- 
chief of fuch cafes, and how fniferably fome lords . 
are governed ; for Sohier had neither prudence nor 
fenfe worth mentioning, to deferve fuch rewards, 
except the foolifh pleafure of his lord, who had 
tt^ken a friendfhip to him. 

In like manner, the duke of Berry had a wortfr- 
Ifefs fellow, called James Thibaut, that governed 
him, to whom he had, at different times, given 
two hundred thoufand francs, which he might as 
well have thrown into the river. If, therefore, 
Sohier would have wiflied to have excufed himfelf 
for this fale taking place, he could not, for, if he 
had pleafed, it never would have been done ; but 
to gratify the king*, the dukes of Touraine and 
Bourbon, and the lord die Gbucy, as well as the 
countefs de Blois, who, through aviarice, had al- 
ready confented to every thing, he urged on the 
count in private, and made him totally forget every* 
thing he had' promifed his bailiff, andthe rever- 
fion of the county of Blois was fold for two hun- 
dred thoufand francs, and the duke de Touraine 
was to take on himfelf the payment of the coun-' 
tefs de Dunois' jointure of fix- thoufand francs* 

There 
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There was alfo another fale made, of the reverfion 
of the lands in Hainault, for. which the duke of 
Touraine was likewife to pay two hundred thou- 
fand francs. 

Count Guy de Blois, indeed, i^eferved in thig 
laft fale the confent of' the count de Hainault, the 
lord paramount of thofe lands, but who would 
never infill on his homage for them. The king 
of France and the duke of Touraine, however, 
took on them to anfwer for the confequences, and 
before they left the . count, they bound him fo 
completely in writings fealed^ that he could not 
any way retraft, for he had none to advife him but 
Sohier, who was illiterate, having never had any 
education, and he was already on their fide. 

In fuch a manner were thefe bargains concluded, 
which I have detailed as fully as I was able, that in 
future times the whole truth of the tranfadion 
may be made public, by means of thefe chronicles. 
In good -truth, my lord and patron, count Guy de 
l31ois, like an ignorant and ill-advifed perfon, 
pulhed on by his countefs and his valet de chambre, 
made thefe miferable fales. 

When every thing was concluded relative to 
this bufinefs, to the fatisfadion of the king, the 
' duke of Touraine and their counfellors, they took 
leave .of the count and returned to Paris. The 
news of thefe purchafes ma4e a great noife in 
many countries, and aftonifhed all who heard 
it. 

We will fpeak of fir Roger d'Efpaign and fir 
JEfpaing du LyoUi and fay how they profpered 
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fince they departed front Tours, on the road ito 
Touloufe, where the bifliop of Noyon and the 
lord de la Riviere were Waiting for them. Their 
arrival at Touloufe gave great pleafure, for they 
had been long expefled : they inftantly waited on 
the Commiffioners from France, to fliew their 
papers, which they had received from the king, 
;md which frilly explained the fuccefsful iffue of 
their journey. The bifhop of Noyon and the 
lord de la Riviere entertained them well, and 
fliewed they were much rejoiced at the fucceffion, 
with all its dependancies, of the count de Foix, 
dcvolyed on the vifcount de Ch-^teaubon, accord* 
ing to the tenure and form whereby the count 
Ckifton had held them, and in the manner detailec) 
|n the written documents. 

After confidering the bufinefs, they thought it 
advifeable that fir Roger d'Efpaign and fir Efpaing 
du Lyon, who had taken fo much pains and in? 
curred fo much labour in it, fhould wait on the 
vifcount de Ch&teaubon and the councils of Foix 
and Beam, to inform them what had been agreed 
on, that all things might be reguhirly managed, tp 
bring the whole; to a happy conclufion. 

The knights confented to this propofal, andjj 
having refreflied thenifelves two days in Touloufe, 
fet out for Saint Gaudens. The vifcount was not 
there, but at a beautiful caftle, at the entrance of 
Beam, called Pau, wJiere they found him. 

He was happy to fee them, having long wiQied 
Jt, but much more fo when he learnt that the ^ 
}dn^ of Fraiic? defifted ff opi taking poffeffion of 

the 
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the county of Foix : he knew well where to find 
the money required for repayment of the mort- 
gage, and thai eiiough would remain after thi» was 
done. 

I believe my readers, a$ well as myfelf, will 
think I have faid enough refpcding the affairs of 
Foix and Beam : I will therefore leave them, and 
-enter on other matters ; for it would take up too 
much time to purfue in detail every thing that 
paffed there on the return of the two knights from 
France,. To conclude, the vifcount de Chdteaubon 
was acknowledged count de FoU and B&irn, on 
the fame terms on which count Gafton de Foix^ 
of happy memory, had held them, and he re- 
ceived the homage of all who were his vafTals. 
He fadsfied his two coufins, fir Evan ^nd fir 
' Gracien, the baftards of Foix, by the handfomb 
allotment he gave them of the inheritances and 
moveables of their father, and repaid, to the com- 
miffioners from France, the mortgage that was on 
Foix. Before all thefe things were accoitiplifhed, 
fummer was far advanced, and th6 biffiop of 
Noyon remained at Touloufe with the lord de la 
Riviere; for they would not depart until every 
thing was completely fettled, to the honour and 
profit of the crown, according to the inftru6tioDS 
they had received from the Ung of France. 
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CHAP. XXXIV. 

M GRAND ASSEMBLY AT AMIENS, OF THE KINQ 
AND LORDS OF FRANCE AND ENGLAND, TQ 
TREAT OF A PEACE BETWEEN THE TWO 
KINGDOMSt 

\l[7'£i will now fpeak of the grand affembly of 
the lords of France and England, which 
was held in the city of Amiens, to treat of a final . 
peace between the two countries, at Mid-lent, in 
the year of grace 1391. Great preparations were 
made before the arrival of the lords ; and in par- 
ticular thofe made for the king, his three uncles, 
^nd many of th^ great barons and prelates, were 
very fumptuous. Other lords were defirous to 
make a figure ; for it was currently reported and 
believed that king Richard of England intended 
being there in perfon, to form acquaintance with 
thofe he had never yet feen, but he did not 
come. 

r 

- That he hjid intentions of being there was cer- 
t^iin, for he came as far as Dover with his three 
vncles of Lancafter, York and Glocefler, meaning 
to crofs the fea with them. Many councils were 
held at Doyer, to debate whether the king ftiould - 
proceed further ox not ; and the council, having 
confidered all things, decided he fliould remain in 
the caftle of Dover, and the duke of Glocefter 
^jtb biai. The dukes of Lancafter and York, 

the 
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Cjie earl of Huntingdon, the eari of Derby, Or 
Thomas Percy, the bifliop of Durham, the bifhop 
of London a«d others of the king's council, pre- 
pared to crofs the channel. They did not all pafi 
over inftantly, but fent their purveyance? forward, 
and then crofTed themfelves to Calais, where, they 
were lodged. 

When the day approached for the meeting at 
Amiens, thefe lords fet out from Calais together? 
they were more than two hundred horfe', and it 
was a fine fight, for they rode in handfome array., . 
The king of France had given orders that, during 
the time the conferences fhould laflt, all the ex- 
penfes of the Englifh, in coming to and returning 
from Amiens to Calais, fhould be defrayed by his 
treafury; that is to fay, their nourifhment as well 
as that of their horfes. 

In company >vith the dukes 'of Lancafler and 
York was their neice, daughter of their fitter and 
the lord de Coucy : fhe was filled ducjicfs of 
Ireland, having been married to that duHe, as you 
have heard. This young lady came - to vifit her 
father at Amiens ; for hitherto fhe had feen but 
little of him, which made her naturally more 
anxious now to wait on him. She travelled in good 
flate, but like a widow who had enjoyed but little 
pleafure in her marriage. 

It had been ordered by the king and council 
of France, that the Englifh lords, who were 
coming to Amiens to arrange a folid peace, fhould 
Ije received with the greateft honours; and that 
|;}ie four dukes then at Amiens, namely, the dukes 

of 
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ef Touralne, Berry, Burgundy and Bourbon, 
(hould ride without the town to tneet and bid them 
welcome. As foon, therefore, as the Englifh were 
near Amiens, thefe dukes, attended by all the 
great barons of France, rode forth in grand array. 
The duke of Touraine took the lead, in great 
ftate, and, v^hen he met his coufins of England, 
they mutually faluted each other, with every re- 
fpeft, as fuch lords know how to do. When the 
duke of Touraine had converfed a fhort time with 
them, he took his leave, returned to the town 
with his numerous attendants, and difmounted at 
the palace of the biftiop, where the king refided, 
jremaining with him in his chamber. 

1 he other three dukes, after the departure of 
the duke of Touraine, rode each with his array to 
meet the Engliih lords; and, on their meeting,; 
many old acquaintaijices were renewed with a fa*^ 
tisfaflion fuch as was a pleafure to behold. When 
thefe dukes had converfed a little, the gallant 
count dauphin of Auvergne (who, during the 
time he was a hoftage in England, had lived much 
with the duke of Lancafter, and bore him great 
affedlion) advanced his horfe, and faluted him: 
the duke of Lancafter no fooner rccollefted him 
than he preffed him to his arms, and Ihewed him 
every fign of friendfhip: their converfation was 

' interrupted by the dukes of Berry and Burgundy,, 
who joined the duke of Lancafter, 

' The duke of Bourbon, the lord de Coucy and 
the count de St. Pol, rode with the duke of York, 
the earl of Huntingdon and fir Thomas Percy, 

converfing 



\ 



347 

converfing all the way as they approached Aonenst 
At the entrance of the city, the honours paid th^ 
Engliffi were increafed ; for the duke of Lancaft^ 
rode between the dukes of Berry and Burgundy, 
and when their horfes moved it was but a foot's 
pace. Their horfes heads were in a line, whicH 
they took care to keep; and thus thefe three 
paffed the gates, riding very flowly and paying 
each other mutual honours, to the palace of the 
bifhop, where the king and the duke of Touraine 
were. Having difmounted, they afcended the 
fteps; and the dukes of Berry and Burgundy, 
taking the Englifh dukes by their hands, led then> 
towards the king of France, the other lords fol* 
lowing. 

When in the prefence of the king, the three 
dukes^ who fupported the uncles of the king of 
England, and the other French lords, caft them- 
feves on their knees ; but the two Englifh duke« 
remained as they were, inclining gently their head$ 
in honour of the king. The king inftailtly ad- 
vanced to them, took their hands, and bade hi| 
uncles and the other lorl3s rife, and then entered into 
a friendly converfation with them, as did the baron* 
of France with thofe of England. After this firft 
Interview, the lords of England tpok their leave 
of the king, his brother and uncles, and were at^ 
tended as far as the fteps of the palace, when they 
mounted their horfes, and were efcorted to their 
hotels by the conftable of France, the lord de 
poucy, the count de St. Pol, fir John de Vienne, 
|kjxd the other lords of I'rance, who there took 
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bai^ acad vent back to the king or to their 
V>ig*iigs. The duchefs of Ireland was lodged^ 
viih her anendants^ at ber father the lord de 

h It;^ Nxn farfaidden by the king and council^ 
(a&d pub& prvx-tamarion had been made before 
the anirai of the Engliih, that no one might 
pLexi ic^orazice,} that any outrages whatever be 
c>c&n:ilc:^ cv.nng the holding of thefe confer- 
GbOis ui:ier pafn c(f deadi, or any qnarrelling with 
th»e EkSl2, cr ri>t. daring their ftay in the city 
cc Aii^il^ni. Jul kniarhts and fquires were ftrifUy 
cc£c::t:^incoI by tbe king-, under pain of incurring 
li$ ulsHcturvCiu ccc to tiLk of, or propofe, any 
cir^i^ of iTirc? : > ainr knighi: or fquire from Eng- 
fcr^^ bjc rotcrta: rh<e=i wuh the utmoll: civility and 
a::tcdcri \»h^rivir tber ihc:ii meet, in the fields^ 
lie rdla-T:?-* cr in clurch: iLi: no pages nor 
vi-I^Cj cr i::v Lcrd> cf Frince ciufe riot or quar- 
l::U iz :i:«i :::jz^ uncvrr pu.iz cf Icilng their heads; 
;t:ii lisic w'z^riT-r :ie En^Iiih knighcs or fquires 
II::;-"^: i.1 for *-boc.i re kamediir^v civea them: 



• ^*^ **i^ ^"'^"•C ^i-^r*, ■»"•• 
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j^* .-.s.s-^i ii^nazJ payment for 
sivJLC or "Crbj^. or och^r co-iuii-a aeoelEiries. 

I: \ii> aI:o forciii^ir. ic;r kr^ighr cr fquire of 
Frzuo^ :'0 S: c;:.: i: r.:;^?:: r»::t:jc: i vzichi but the 
Fri ; ::h :"li^i: cc .V. :: rh^y pl^foied; and if any 
ilriviuJ'Jiaa >*':rr^ fou;id on :hvi rcacs^ cr in any 
%;chs:r pidoo. ia^iricC Icic i:.^ wav* he ihcold be 

Focr ;:^-:i:v:.- of one chcuiiid niea each, were 
i!t*;dcii'i\i ^: c^e foor fcu-arcs cf Amzeiuj and, 
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fhould there be a fire during the nrght in any part 
of the town, thefq guards were not to move on 
any account from their pofts j but, when the fire- 
bell rang, thofe appointed to that duty were to 
haften to extinguifh it. 

It was likewife ordered, that no knight or fquire 
fliould advance from his place to fpeak with the 
king, unlefs called or fpoken to by his majefty ; 
and that, during the time the Englilh barons were 
in the king's prefence, no knight or fquire con- ' 
verfe together nor addrefs the EngUfh. 
' It was commanded, under heavy penalties, 
that no innkeeper, or others, fteal or put afide, 
through avarice, any of the bows or arrows of the 
Englifh; but if, out of courtefy, the Epglifh 
thought proper to give any to them, they might ' 
accept fuch prefents. 

You muft know, that all thefe orders and regu^ 
latrons were formed with great deliberation of . 
council, to do the more honour to the Englilh 
who were come tb negotiate a peace, and pro- 
claimed feveral times, that they might be ftridUy 
attended to; for, if they were infringed, thofe 
guilty of it were to have been puniflied without^ - 
mercy. 

Every day conferences were held with the 
Englilh lords, with fcarcely any intermiffion, 
during the fortnight they ftaid at Amiens, without 
coming to any conclufion, for the difference waa 
too great in their demands. The French would 
have Calais razed to the ground, fo that it Ihould 
never again be habitable^ The EngUih would not 
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Uftcn to tliii, nor dared they confeht to fuch iA 
article in the treaty ; for the commons of England 
love Calais more than any other town in the worlds 
fitying, that as long as they are mailers of Calais^ 
they carry the keys of France at their girdle* 
However great the differences between the lords 
of England and France in thefe matters, and the 
length of tirtie they were occupied on them, they 
feparated with great good humotrr on both fidesf 
from the conferences, faying, — * We will again 
meet to-morrow on this bufmefs; and we.hope^ 
through our diligence, to bring the matter at laft 
to a happy conclufion/ 

The king of France entertained the lords of Eng- 
land three times mod magnificently at dinner in the 
epifcopal palace. The duke of Tourain^, the 
duke of Berry, the duke of Burgundy, the duke 
of Bourbon, the lord de Coucy, the count de 
Saint Pol, gave each a dinner to the Englifli com- 
miffioners. Whatever the Englifli wanted wasi 
delivered them, free of cofl:, by clerks who were 
appointed to take an account of all things they 
had, which they referred to the king s exchequer 
for payment. 

. You muft know, that although the dukes of 
Lancafter and York were at Amiens, they had re- 
ceived fuch inftrufliions from the king of England 
and his council, that they could not add to nor 
alter any of the terms of the treaty they had been 
charged with. Many perfons will not readily be- 
lieve what I am about to fay, though it is ftridly 
true, which is^ that the Engliih are fonder of war 
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than of peace. During the reign p{ king Edward, 
of happy memory, and in the lifetime of his fon the 
prince of Wales, they made fuch grand conquefts 
in France, and by their viftories and ranfoms of 
towns, caftles and men, gained fuch wealth that 
the pooreft knights became rich ; and thofe who 
were not gentlemen by birth, by gallantly hazard- 
ing themfelves in thefe wars, were ennobled for 
their valour and wealth. Thofe who came after 
them were defirous of following the fame road, 
although fir Bertrand du GuefcHn and many other 
knights of France, as has been related in this 
hiftory, by their valour and prudence had greatly 
changed the face of the Englifh poflfeffions in 
France fince the times of king Edward and his 
fon. 

Even the duke of Glocefter, fon to king Ed- 
ward, inclined to the opinion of the commons, a* ' 
did many other knights and fquires who were de- 
^firous of war to enable them to fupport their ftate. 
This caufed great difficulties in forming any treaty 
of final peace, notwithftanding the king of Ervg- 
land was earneft about it. ^ By him [and the duke 
of Lancafter were thefe conferences holden in the 
city of Amiens ; but they were fearful of angering 
the commons of England : they indeed would 
have confented to a peace, if the French would * 
have reftoHed all that had been given them by the 
treaty of Bretigny, and paid itfae arrears of four* 
teen hundred thoufand francs, which were im* 
fettled when they recommenced the^ war. 

CHAP. ' 
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CHAP. XXXV. 

i'HE FRENCH AND ENGLISH LORDS, NOT BEINCl^ 
ABLE TO AGUE? ON THE TERMS OF PEACE,' 
PROLONG TH^E TRUCE ONE YEAR. THE EN- 
GLISH, \0N THEIR RETURN, ARE ACCOM- 
PANIED BY THE LORD DE CHASTEAU-MORANT,' 
Td BRING BACK THE KING 01 ]?NGLAND's 

• l^Il^AL ANSWER. 

^ITHE conferences were held at Amiens, re- 
fpefting a j)eace, with great petfcverance and 
attention on the part of the lords commiffioners 
of each nation. It was wondered why the matter' 
failed ; fo^ the duke of Burgundy and the duke of 
Lancafter were much in earnefl to bring it to a 
happy conclufion, referving always what was con- 
tained in their private inftrudions, which they 
dared not to go beyond. 

The French, peitreiving the Englifti were obfti- 
nate in their terms, in order to foften them, offered j 
if they would confent to raze Calais, the peaceablci 
poffeffion of what they then held in Aquitainej 
with nine biflioprrcks, independent of all other 
jurifdiftions, and payment of the fourteen hun- 
dred thoufand francs within three years. Thd 
duke of Lancafter and his council repHed,— ^^ W6 
have remained here a long time without concluding 
any thing, nor fhall we be able to finifh the bufi^ 
nefs without returning to England, and reporting 
■ - '■ ' . ■ ttf 



to the king our lord, and the three ftates of" the 
realm, what you have now propofed. Be aiTured 
that my brother York and myfelf will ufe every 
dihgence, as well as our council who have attend* ' 
ed us hither, in ending the matter according to- j 
ours and your wiflies, with the exception of what'! 
you demand concerning Calais; but that we dare^ 
not mention, without incurring the hatred of thcrJ 
people. It will be therefore better to remain filent, 
than to fay what would bring blame and hatred' ^ 
againft us.' 

The king of France was tolerably fatisfied wittiJ 
this anfwer, as were his uncles : they faid, that i: 
when returned to England, they would exert them-*] 
felves to obtain peace, a trifle on their part fhould J 
not prevent it j for the war had lafled too long^,',J 
and caufed numberlefs misfortunes to both coutt 



During the affembly at Amiens, the commiCJ 
fioners bethought themfelves, that as the truc< 
between France and England would expire on Stia 
John Baptift's day, they might prolong it, 
themfelves and their allies, without any blame, ft)) 
one year longer, by fea and land. 

With regard to the determination that might 

be given by the parliament to their propofals, 

they defired to fend two knights with them to 

England, to bring back the final anfwer. To 

this the dukes of Lancaller and York readily 

Rented. 

»,_ 1 was told, and believe truly, from the appear- 

K ances I obferved, that the king of Fiance was 

VuL. X. A a very 



very defirous of peace at almoft any rate ; for 
there were reports current throughout France, 
tb^t Amurat had invaded, with a powerful army 
of. Turks, the kufgdom of Hungary. This intel- 
ligence had be^ brought by the elder Iprd Bou- 
cicaut, marihal of France, and .fir John de Cha« 
ronge*, who were lately returned front Greece 
an4 p^rts of Turkey, 

The king of France, when younger, had an 
2fnxk>us wifh to imdertake an expedition againfl 
Amurat, and ^recover Armenia, which the 1 urks 
bad feized from king LfQO^^ who was then prefent 
at the conferences at Amiens. He had flated his 
grievances to the dukes of Lancafter and York, 
who knew him well, for he had been in England^ 
to offer his mediation for peace between the two 
countries, when the king of Jrance was encamped 
near Sluys. 

. Tb^ king of Frai>ce, weighing this invafion of 
the Turks in his ^lind, and his former promiies of 
fuppprt to the king of Armenia, thus fpoke to the 
^uke of Lancafter .when he took his l^ave, — * Fair 
^uiin^ if peace fhall be eftabliihed between us ancji 
the king of Englapid, we may undertake an expe- 
dition to Turkey, to affift the king of Armenia 
and the emperor of Conftantinople, whom Amurat 
.prefles y^iy h^^d, and recover Armenia from the 
,himds ef the Turks. They tell us that Amurat |s 

■ * 

* The MS. has Carowge, which is more probable^ for life 
wenton a pilgfiftiag!^ to the Holy Land after his combat Ivith 
vJacAei le Gfii. ^ . .> ^ ' <» 
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a man of great vajidur and enterprift, but of a feft 
conCrary to our faith^ whiqh he daily oppreffes : 
we ought, therefore, . to unitQ in its defence j and 
I entreat, fair coufin, that you will confider of it, 
and do every thing you can to promote this expe- 
dition when returned to England/ The duke of, 
Lancafter promifed ta cpfoply with his rfequeft, 
and to exert himfelf fo ftrongly in the matter, that 
the .effects would footi be apparenu Upon this 
they took leave of each other. 

The conferences at Amiens lafled fifteen days, 
and the lords from England were the firft to fepa* 
rate. They carried with them the outlines of a treaty, 
to lay before the king, of JEngland and his couiiciL 
The diichefs of Ireland bade adieu to her father, 
the lord de Coucy, and acconipanied her uncles oi|l 
their return. All the Engliih, on their road to 
and from Calais, and while at Amiens^ needed not 
to have expended a farthing unlefs they chofe it, 
for the king'had ordered their whole expenfes to 
be defrayed by his officers. 

The duke of Burgundy went tp Arras, where he 
met his duchefs, who, during the time of the conr 
ferences, had vifited Flanders.' The dukes' of 
Touraine, Berry and Bourbon remained with the 
king, whofe intention it was to go to Beauvais and 
Gifors, to amufe himfelf, and return that way to 
i^aris. . 

' In company with the dukes of Lancafter an4 
York were the two French knights who were feat 
to England by orders from the kihg df France j 
their names Wi^e fir John de Cbateaumprant^ ^04 
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fir Taupin de Cantemelle ; and they were to bring 
back the final anfwer of the kiiig . and council of 
England refpe£Ung a general peace. 

The Engliih dukes- were efcorted to Calais by 
fir Reginald de Roye^ the lord de Montaurel and 
the lord de la Vieville, who then took their leave 
and returned. The Engliih crofled the channel at 
their leifure to Dover, where they found the king 
and the jduke of Gloucefter waiting for them. A 
grand council was holden by the king and his lords 
t>n all that had pafied at Amiens ; the king was 
well pleafed with what his uncles had done there ; 
but the duke olf Gloucefter, who was always againft 
any treaty with France, declared, that not any 
propofitions fot peace could be determined on till 
they were laid before the parliament, which ought 
inftantly to be fummoned ; and whatever meafure 
the three eftates of the realm (hould refolve on» 
that ought to be adopted, and hone other. 

Ihispropofaloftheduk^ of Glocefter was agreed 
to : indeed they dared not oppofe him, hr he was 
too popular with the commons of England. The 
French knights were told that they muft continue 
theit journey to London, otherwife they could not 
obtain any anfwer. They were willing to confent 
to this, as was right, and fet out wiih the king 
and his lords, the greater part of whom went 
ftraight to London ; but the king turned oflF at 
Dartford, and took the road to Eltham, where he 
had a handfome palace. He there ftaid fome 
little time with the queen, and they came to* 
gether to Shene, and thence to Windfor^ where 

the 
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the French knights received an anfwer ; but before i 
I fay what that anfwer was, I muft fpeak of th« | 
king of France. 



» 
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THE FIKST ILLNESS OF KINO CHAaLES. — COUNT 

t- BEUNARD d'arMAONAC DOBS HOMAGE T^ 
THE KING. — THE LORD DE CHAST ELMO RANT' 
RETURNS FAOM ENGLAND WITH AN ANSWEK 
H.ESPECTIKG PEACE. 
|.'-_A FTER the conferences at Amiens, the king* 
■^ of France, unfortunately, and through his 
imprudence, was feized with a burning fever, for* 
which he was advifed to change the air. He waaf 
put into a litter and carried to Beauvais, where he*. 
remained in the bilhop's palace until cured. Hif 
brother, the duke of Touraine, and his uncles of 
Berry and Bourbon, attended him conftanlly, and 
there kept their Eafter. When the king was per- 
feftly recovered, and able to ride, he went 
Gifors, at the entrance of Normandy, for the pli 
fure of hunting, as there are many large forefts in* 
the neighbourhood. During his refidence at 
Gifors, fir Bernard d'Armagnac, brother to the 
count who died in Italy, came thither in handfome 
ftate, accompanied by the dauphin of Auvergne, 
A a 3' whom 
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WhoiA he met at Pkri& As. he hdd the comities of 
Annagnac and Rodez from the crown of France, 
he paid the king homage for thera, m the ufoal 
manner of vaflals to their lord paramount for the 
fiefs they hold. He became now the king of 
France*s man^ 2»d^ ^-iiaTing had the articles of 
homage properly drawn out and engroffed, he 
and the dauphin took leave of the king, and re- 
turned to Auvergtie and Lall^edoc. 

About Afcenfion-day, the king came to Paris 
in perfe^. health, and fixed his refidence at the 
hotel de Saint Pol, which had been prepared for 
him, the queen and the ducheiis of Touraine having 
arrived th^e before hiou 

The lord de Chateaumorant and fir Taupin 
Cantemelle were all this time waiting in England 
for an anfwer. They had attended the i^i of 
Sakit George at Windfor, where • was a brilliant 
company of barons, and the king's uncles. ^ l^he 
lords who had been at Amiens confulted togdctier^ 
oor the promifes they had made the king of FVainee, 
as well as in refped to an anfwer for the two 
knights, who were very preffing to have one^ luid* 
leave to .return home. After confidaring: iha 
matter, they. thus addrtffed them: * You Chi- 
teaumorant^; and you Csfntismell^, muft kiiow;^ 
that at this .moment we^c^mot obtain any aitfwei^ 
for yon to carry to the king of France. It will be 
a long. time before the pailiamenc will take up the 
matter, fbr it does- not meet befeA^ Michaelmas. 
But to. acquit ouffelyes, and to excufe yOu^ tee 
write letters fully ex|>laQat(^ of the ^elay; 
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and if you, or any others, will return hither during 
the fitting of parliament, you fhall receive /uch 
anfwer as the thifee eftates of the kingdom fhall 
think proper to eive/ 

The French knights hearing this, and f«Bte'Ji& 
probability of having any other anfwer, repMRaJr— 
' In the name of God, we are fatisfied with' what 
you no^C' fay : write and feal your letters, and we 
will fet out on our retur^/ This being dope, .they 
took leave pf the M9g> 2*d' yfen\ to London ;to 
make preparations for tfieir departijire. j'The king 
ordered all their expenf^ to be p^.d, and had them 
conducted to Do ver* where the bailiff had r pro- 
yided'a veffel for them and their horfes; bjntthey 
were detained at Dayer five days waiting* for ^ 
wind* On the fixth it w^s favourable, and . th^y 
landed at Boulogne. They. took their road through 
Amiens^ and by. (hort (Jays joumjey arrived at 
Paris, when they found the king and his lords, fpF 
■it was Whitfuntide. They delivered their letters, 
which were, immediatiely ^ read, but I believe no 
great reliance was put on them, and in a fhort 
time, they had other afiairs of greater confecjuence 
at home to attend to. 
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CHAP.XXXTIL 

Sm FKTEm DK CKAOSC, TBSOCGH XALCTCI^r^CS, 
'VAnjlTS SIKOUTEKDC CLISSQS, SCATS A3D 

a:wMM,TVt worsDS nix. — the kixg axd 

COUSCIL A&C GECATLT AVGEftED THEKXAT. 

XrOU bare bcfisre heard how fir Peter de Craon, 
^ z kn^fat of hi^ birdi and great wcaUi, was 

S^pieei hj the kii^ of France and Ins bradicr, 
as wdl as die reafam for it ; and that, haiing re- 
tired to die coort of Brictanr. die duke had af- 
fored him fir Olirer de Cfiffim was at die bottom 
of diis bcrfinels. Some foppolcd die dixke had 
been JinKgated to fiiy this from his hatred to die 
'conftable, whom he wilhed to difbonoor and dc- 
^oj. While fir Peter de Cnum was widi die 
duke of Brittanj, diejr had frequent conTerfioions 
on what means they could employ to put fir Olirer 
to death ; for thejr faid, that if he were bat de- 
fboyed, no one would feek to rerenge his lofs ; 
and the duke expreflS^d his regret he had not put 
him to death when in his cafUe of Ermine, addhig, 
he would willingly give (me hundred tboufand 
francs if he could cmce more have him in bis 
pofTeifion* 

Sir Peter de Craon, obferA^ing the mortal hatred 
of the duke to Cliflbn, thought of an extraordinary 
expedient when meditadng alone on this fubjed, 
for it is from appearances we mud judge. He re* 
folvedi whatever might b^ the confequences, that 

he 



he would himfclf affaflinate the conftable, or hive 
it done under his own eyes, and not attend to any 
thing until the deed were performed, when he 
would afterwards treat for Wis pardon. He was 
no way afraid of what John of Blois or the vif- 
CQunt de Kohan, who had mmried the conftable 's 
two daughters, could do againfl: him: he held 
them very cheap, for, wiih the afliftance of tlic 
duke and his fainily-connedlions, he could with- 
ftand them both. 'I he houfe of Hlois was much 
weakened, and the count Guy de Blois had juft fold 
the reverfion of that county to the duke of Tou- 
raine, which by fucceffion ought to have defcended 
to John of Brittany, who had in this fale been very 
unkindly treated by the count de Blois. Now, 
if the conftable were flain, by degrees he would 
foon get the better of the favourites of the king 
and the duke of Touraine, fuch as the lord de la 
Riviere, fir John le Mercier, Montagu, le b6gue 
de Villaines, fir John de Bueil, and others in the 
kinpi's confidence who were friends of the con- 
ftable, and whom the dukes of Berry and Burgundy 
detefted, notwith (landing the outward marks of 
friendfiilp they ftiewed theni. 

Sir Peter de Craon perfevered in his abominable 
defigns, urged on by that enemy who never fleeps, 
and who delights in the heart of the wicked man 
that is inclined towards him. He regularly formed 
his whole plan, in the manner I iliati meniion ; 
but, had he forefeen the great evils and mifchiefs 
that enfued from them, it is to be hoped rcafon 
and temperance would have ruled in his heart to 
prevent 
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prevent them from being put into execution* It 
is truly Cud^ that a too great defire to accompliOi 
an objed clouds the underftanding, and that ti- 
cious inclinations overrule virtue. Thus it hap- 
pened to fir Peter de Craon, whofe eagcmefs to 
deftrov the conftable made him liften to the coun« 
lels of foUv and madnefs. 

He had fecured a fafe retreat with the duke of 
Brittanr, after the deed (hould be done and the 
conftable dead, without fear of any fearch being 
there made for him, for the duke had promifed 
him an afyhim ; and, ihould the king of Fnmce 
follow him with a powerful army to Brittany, in 
one night he could embark and fail for Bayonne, 
Bourdeaux or England, where he could not come 
after him. The Engfifh mortally hated Clifibn, 
fer his great feverity to them from the rime he had 
turned to the French : before that period he was 
ftrongly connefted with them, and had dmie the 
crown eflential fervices, as vou have had it related 
in this hiftory. 

Sir Peter de Craon long brooded over this in- 
tended deed, without mentioninq^ it to an v one: I 
know not if he even told it to the duke of Brit- 
tany. Some think he mull have difdofed it to 
him ; but others thought the contrary : the firit 
opinion, however, was itrengthened, if not con- 
firmed, by fir Pe:er and his accomplices retuming 
by the (horteft road, and as expeditiouily as pof- 
fible, to Brittany, inllai^tly after the afialSnaiion, 
as to a place of refiige. - In addition to this, be 
Id all the caftles and eftates he held in Anjou to 
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the duke of Brittany, and had renounced hiralle- 
gtaiice to the king of France, under pretence of 
taking a journey to the Holy Laiid'. I (hall not 
fay more of thcfe fiirmifes, but relate the faflfc ; for 
I,' the author of this hiftory, was at Paris when' 
this misfortune happened to fir Oliver de Cliffon, 
and ought therefore to be well iitfoi^ed from the 
imjuiries I made concerning it. '• ■ 

You muft know, that at this period fir Peter de 
Craon had a very ' handfome^houfe near the church- 
yard of Saint John at Pkris *, like other great 
lords, to receive him, • when he came to that city.' 
This h6tel was, in his abfence, under the care of a 
houfe-fteward; and, during the laft Lent feafon, he 
had fent varlets thither for his fervice, with orders 
to lay in a large ftore of wimes, and all forts of pro* 
vifion. He had Hkewife ^tteh it the fteward to 
purchafe for him armour, itich as'cb^ts of mail, 
gauntlets, fteel helmets, and other things fufficient 
for forty men, and to Ifet him know when they werr 
provided, that he might fend for thenij bur to oK- 

,' it: ' ' '■ ■ ^ • 

• ♦ * The ftreet of the 'MauTais-gargons, in the me des Bctt* 
cheries, took its name from a fign. With regard to the other 
Tue des MauvaU-gar^ons, whicSi leads from the rue de la Ver** 
rerie to that of la Tixeranderie^ it waa formerly called rue de 
Chartrcn ; but when the lords de Craon built a houfc there^ 
which is now a church-yard « it was Called rue de Craon^ to the 
fime when Peter de Craon bid himfelf and accomplices within 
ity to aiTa^ffinate iir Oliver de CliiTon. The fireet then changed 
its name, and was called la rue des Mauvais*gar9ons. The 
h^tcl was, by orders from the king, razed to the ground^ and 
^he'fpot given to the church-wardens of St. Jobn^ to enlarge 
llieir church'jard. ' — Satnal AntifdUs dc Fans, 

ferve 
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or sBoce deseraBOEia ftotovs. sa tae 
susmer pdKag, a> kxs noGck a Fisis. He 
fifed to than aodimg xore V3SI dxj ks:hiaivfais 
^— '^ Wbea voa anire at ssr faoc^ si I\», make 
jcfoifdwcs coia£3ftabie, and aik tae bosic-ttcmil 
lor wfaatcrcr 700 may vam, vao viil iaoandr 
gire k u> joo; bot c!o aot, oa aaj accnsar, po^ 
the ffdct Off ihcw roaiidnu I will one day ia- 
U$fj TOtt well for TOOT obedience, and par yoo 
iMidfome wages*' 

Upon tbis^ tbejr departed, and joarnered to 
Parii, whscb tbejr entered at tbdr pleafiire; 
for in thole days the gates were never fimt 
night nor day* At length, they amounted to forty 
courageous braros, for foch were what fir Peter 
tranted* Ihere wa-e fereral among them who^ 
had they known the bufinefs they were engaged in, 
n^uld not have come ; but fir Peter took good 
care not to betray his fecret. About the feafts of 
WhitAintide, fir Peter de Craon came to his hotel 
In Paris, not in ftate, but as privately as his 
men had done. On his arrival, he aiked for 
the porter^ and faid ; ' I command thee, under 
pain of having tliy eyes thruft out, not to 
admit cither man or woman into the hotel, 
nor permit any one to go out, without my fpedal 
ordcri,' The porter, as welj. ?is the houfe Reward, 
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{iromifed obedience. He flml up in their chain- 
hers the wife of the latter, her duldren and the 
.chambermaid. He was in the right to do this« 
Had thcfe women or children gone into the ftreec, 
hh arrival would have been (mown ; for young 
children and women naturally tell all they fee, and 
what is intended to be concealed. 

Thus, as I have related, were the whole of his 
people confined w ithin the walls of the hotel, untfl 
the feaft of the holy facrament. You may 
fuppofe, that fir Peter had his fpies fully em- 
ployed, to In-ing him intelligence ; but it was not 
until the eye of this feail he found a fit oppor» 
tunity to execute his fcheme, which had vexed him 
much. 

It happened that, on the feaft of the holy ficnu 
ment, the king of France kept an open court at 
the hotel de St. Pol, where he entertained dl barons 
^d lords who were in Paris. He was in high en- 
joyment, as were the queen and the duche(s d 
Touraine: to add to their araufements, after the 
dinner, lifts wese prepared within the courts of the 
hotel, and young knights and iquires, ready armed- 
and mounted for tilting, came thither, and jufted 
Very gallantly. The tildngs were well performed, 
to the delighc of the king, queen, ladies and dam- 
fels, and lafted until the evening. The prize for 
the beft dlter was adjudged by the queen, the du- 
chefs of Touraine, and the ladies and heralds ap- 
pointed to the office, to fir William de Fhndre^, 
count de Namiir. 

The 
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woai ais real mvpinruin^ veee. He had Okivani:^ 
ta d2<£ isuikwsTy near toe piace of St^ Cathtana^ 
where he sid his people iaf hni^ waiting fin: the 
CtTgtfahlr CQ paik. J^ iboa as the conifafrlg hatik 
Iffi^ rhe &GCt of Sc Fql, and tnmed into i&e 
fipiafe of uhe great iix^^et, adTandng a £x^ s pacc^ 
virh. a tcrdi on. each, nde to lighi!: him, &Ee begoa a 
oHLvecikiQii with, one of his %ire^ %iDg> -^ I 
aia CO ha.ve at dznner, ix:-aiQzrov^ ni]r lord o£ 
Toorame, the Lord de Coany, £b: Joofli de VieQDe» 
& Charted d'An^ers^ die baroa d^lvrr and &« 
vecai more r be fine take care they baxQ all chmg^ 
comfortable, and kt nothing be %ar&L^ A$bc 
£iui iiiif^ gr Peoer d^ Ccacoi and his coaxponT arJk 
lancedy and, withcct tayic^ a word, fefil oxl ^ 
conSiabLe's afri*ndaTTf> and extinguShcd the corci)uss» 
The: cQoitable, hearing the clatter o£ the h<3r£es 
behind him, thought it was the djake of Tooraioe 
wha vas playii^ hnn 2 cricks and cried out^ — 

* My Lard, by my fairfa, this is ¥ery Hi done; bo: 
I cjcrrfr it, for yoa are fb yoong yoa makea joke 
of cTcry thi&g/ At thdie vcrds^ £br Pi^er dc 
Craoo, drawing hid fword £roca the fcabbard, taid» 
— ^ Death, death 1 CliSbn, you mud die.* ^ Who 
art thoa,' hid Cliiion, ^ thjx uctereil facb word:^,?' 

* I am Peter de Craon, thy enemy, whcaa thou 
haft fb okssk angered, and thoa ifaak nov pc^y iior 
kJ Tbea, callmg to his pec^e, he iUd,— ^^ Ad«^ 
wycjt, advaBO(! 1 haTe found him I was in icarch 
o^ and whom I hare long wanted to ieize.' He 
then ftmck him fereral blows, and his nien, draw* 
mg dbdr fwx^ds^ fell on him* Sir OliTer vras 

quiCi 



35» 

^hot6 he mef at Piiris. As he held the bounties of 
Armagnac and Rodcz from the crown of Franbe, 
he paid the king homage for them, in the ufual 
manner of vaffals to their lord paramount for the 
fiefs they hold. He became now the king of 
Prance's man, aiwl^ vfeiving had the articles of 
homage properly drawn out and engroffed, he 
and the dauphin took leave of the king, and re- 
turned to Auverghe and Lahgue^oc. 

About Afcenfion-day, the king came to Paris 
ia perfed. health, and .fixed his refidence at the 
hotel de Saint Pol, which had been prepared for 
him, the quQea and the duchefs of Touraine havmg 
arrived th^re before him* 

The lord de Chateaumorant and fir Taupin 
Cantemelle were all this time waiting in England 
for an anfwer. They had attended the feafl: bf 
Saint George at Windfor, where • was a' brilliant 
coiupwy of barons, and the king's uncles. - l^he 
lords who had been at Amiens confulted togeSther^ 
oor the promifes they had made the king of France, 
33 well as in refped to an anfwer for the two 
knights, who were very preffing to have one^ imd* 
leave to .return hoihd. After confidaring; the 
matter, they, thus addrbffed them : ^ You Ch4- 
teaumorantj. and you CMtismella, muft kmow, 
that at this moment we^ cannot ^obtain any aDffw^r 
for you to carry to the kiiig of France. It v^^Hl be 
a long time before thepaiiiamenc will take up the 
matter, for it does- not meet befoiile Michaelmas. 
But to acquit ouffdve$, and to excufe y0u^ we 
will write letters. fully ex^aQatOTf of! the ^elay ; 
. ; ; . /. ^ and 
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and if you, or any others, will return hither during 
the fitting of parliament, you fhall receive /uch 
anfwer as the three eftates of the kingdom fhall 
think proper to give/ 

The French knights hearing this, and fcSajfe'llB 
probability of having any other anfwer, repwca|r-- 
' In the name of God, we are fatisfied with' what 
you no^C' fay : write and feal your letters, and we 
will fet out on our retur^/ This being done, .they 
took leave pf die klng^ and went to London :to 
make preparations for their departi^re. j'The ki^ 
ordered all their expenfes to be p^d, and had them 
conducted to Do ver* where the bailiff had : pro- 
vided^a veflel for them and their horfes} but they 
were detained at Dover five days waiting- for ^ 
wind. On the fixth it w^s favourable, and thpy 
landed at Boulogne. They.took their road through 
Amiens, and by. (hort (jays journey qirrived at 
Paris, when they found the king and his lords, fpF 
it was Whitfuntide. They delivered their letters, 
which were immediatiely read, but I believe no 
great reliance was put on them, and in a fbort 
time, they had other afiahrs of greater confequence 
at home to attend to. 
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CHAP. XXXVIL 

Sm PETER DE CRAON, THROUGH Bf ALEVOLENCE, 
VtAyLAYS SIROI.1VERDE CLISSQN, BEATS AND 
SEVERELY WOUNDS HIM. — THE KING AND 
COUNCIL ARE GREATLY ANGERED THERJBAT. 

YOU have before heard how fir Peter de Craon, 
a knight of high birth and great wealthy was 

difgraced by the king of France and his brother, 
as well as the reafonsfor it; and that, having re- 
tired to the court of Brittany, the duke had af- 
fured him fir Oliver de Cliffon was at the bottom 
of this bufinefd. Some fuppofed the duke had 
been inftigated to fay this from his hatred to the 
'condable, whom he wifhed to di(honour and de- 
ftroy. While, fir Peter de Craon was with the 
duke of Brittany, they had frequent converfations 
on what means they could employ to put fir Oliver 
to death ; for they faid, that if he were but de- 
ftroyed, no one would feek to revenge his lofs ; 
and the duke exprefled his^ regret he had not put 
him to death when in his cafUe of Ermine, adding, 
he would willingly give one hundred thoufand 
francs if he could once more have him in his 
pofTeflion. 

Sir Peter de Craon, obferving the mortal hatred 
of the duke to Cliflbn, thought of an extraordinary 
expedient when meditating alone on this fubjed, 
for it is from appearances we mud judge. He re* 
folvedi whatever might b^ the confequences, that 

he 



■he would himfelf aflaflinate the conftable, or hivc 
it done under his own eyes, and not attend to any 
thing until the deed were performed, when he 
would afterwards treat for his pardon. He was 
no way afraid of what John of Blois or the vif- 
counl de Hohan, who had mairied the conftable's 
two daughters, could do againft him: he held 
them very cheap, for, wiih the affiftance of the 
duke and his lamily- connexions, he could with- 
ftand them both. 1 he houfe of lilois was much 
weakened, and the count Guy de Blois had juft fold 
the reverfion of that county to the duke of Tou- 
.raine, wliich by fuccefiion ought to have deTcended 
to John of Brittany, who had in this fale been very 
unkindly treated by the count de Blois. Now, 
if the conllable were flain, by degrees he would 
foon get the better of the favourites of the king 
and the duke of Touraine, fuch as the lord de la 
Riviere, fir John Ic Mercier, Montagu, le b^guc 
de Villaines, fir John da Bueil, and others in the 
king's confidence who were friends of the con- 
ftable, and whom the dukes of Berry and Burgundy 
detefted, notwith (landing the outward marks of 
friendfliip they fhewed them. 

Sir Peter de Craon perfevered in his abominable 
defigns, urged on by lliat enemy who never fleeps, 
and who delights in the heart of the wicked man 
that is inclined towards him. lie regularly formed 
his whole plan, in the manner I fliall mention ; 
but, had he forefeen the great evils and mifchiefs 
that enfued from them, it is to be hoped reafon 
and temperance would have ruled in his heart ir 
preveE 
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prevent them from being put into execution. It 
is truly faid^ that a too great defire to accomplifli 
an objeQ: clouds the underftanding, and that ti- 
cious inclinations overrule virtue. ' TTius it hap- 
pened to fir Peter de Craon, whofe cagernefs to 
deftroy the conftable made him liften to the coun- 
fels of folly and madnefs. 

He had fecured a fafe jetreat with the duke of 
Brittany, after the deed fhould be done and the 
conftable dead, without fear of any fearch being 
there made for him, for the duke had promifed 
him an afylum ; and, fhould the king of France 
follow him with a powerful army to Brittany, in 
one night he could embark and fail for Bayonnd, 
Bourdeaux or England, where he' could not come 
'after him. The EngKfli mortally hated Cliffon> 
f6T his great feverity to them from the time he had 
ttimed to the French : before that period be was 
ftrongly connefted with them, and hisid done the 
ctDwn effential fervices^ as you have had it related 
in this hiftory. 

Sir Peter de Craon long brooded ovet this in- 
tended deed, without mentioning it to anyone: I 
know not if he even told it to the duke bf Brit- 
"teiny. ' Some think he muft have difclofed it to 
'him ; but others thought the contrary : the firft 
dpinipri, however, was ftrengthened, if not con- 
^rmed, by fir Peter and his accomplices returning 
1>y the (horteft road, and as expeditioufly aS: pof-' 
fible, to Brittany, inftantly after the aiTaffination, 
lis to a place of refuge. - In addition to this, he 
(old all ttxe caftles and eftates he held in^Anjou to 

the 



8©d 

the duke of Brittany ,' arid had renbunccd hiralte- 
giarice to-thc king of France^ undcf pretence of 
taking- a jburnefy to the Holy L^iidt I (hall not 
fay more of thefe fiirniifes, but relate the faflfc ; for 
I, the author of this fiiftory, was at Paris when' 
this ihisfortiihe happchfed fd fir Oliver de Chffon, 
and ought therefore tote well* infortb^ from the 
inquiries rmadir toricerniilg it. » « 

You muft knbi^, thatat'this period fir Peter de 
diraon had a Very • handfome^houfe near the church- 
yard of Saint John at Pkris *, like other great 
lords, to receive him, when he came to that city.' 
This h6tel was, in his abfeiice, under the care of a 
honfe-flieward; and, during the laft Lent feafon, he 
had fent varlets thither for his fervice, with Orders 
to lay in a large ftore of wimes, and all forts of pro* 
vifion. He had Kkewtfe vWtteh tb the fteward to 
purchafe for him armour, ftich is-cbiits of mail, 
gauntlets, fl:eel helmets, and otH^r things fufficient 
for forty men, and to fet him know when they werr 
provided, tliat he ^riiight fend for them j burtooK- 

' ♦ * The ftfeet of the 'ManTiiis-garpoiis; in the me des Bctt* 
cheries^ took its name from a fign. . With segard to the other 
Tue des Mauvais-gar^ons, , whi(^ leads from the rU6 de la Ver** 
rerie to that of la Tixeranderie, it. was formerly called ruede 
Chartrcn; but when the lords de Craon buflt a houfe there^ 
which is now a church-yard, it was (failed rue de Craon^ to the 
time when Peter de Craon bid himr(tflf and accomplices within 
it, to alTa^naU iir Oliver de CliiTon* The ficeet then changed 
its name, and was called la rue des Mauvais»gar9ons. The 
hitel waSj by orders from the king, razed to the ground^ and 
thte'fpot given to the church-wardens of St. Job n^ to enlarge 
llieir church'^rd. ' — Sauml AntitpiiUs dc Paris. ' 
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itnrc th« greateft fecrccy in the bufincfs. The 
fteward, thinking no harm, obeyed the orders, 
and provided the armour ; during which time, fir. 
Peter refided at a handfome caftle of his in Anjou, 
called Sable, from whence he fent at different times 
four or more determined fellows; in the moft fe- 
cret manner poffible, to his hotel in Paris. He- 
£ud to them nothing more when they left him, but 
— * When you arrive at my houfe in Paris, make 
yourfelves comfortable, and aik the |;ioufe«fl&ward 
fi>r whatever you may want, whp will in(]tantly 
give it to you; but do not, on any account, pafs 
the gates or (hew yourfelves. I will one day fa- 
tisfy you well for your obedience, and pay you 
handfome wages.' 

Upon this, they deputed, and journeyed to 
Paris, which they entered at their pleafure ; 
for in thofe days the gates were never fhut 
night nor day. At length, they amounted to forty 
courageous bravos, for fuch were what fir Peter 
tiranted. Ihere w^e feyeral among them who^ 
had they known the bufinefs they were engaged in, 
v^uld not have come ; but fir Peter took good 
care not to betray his fecret. About the feafts of 
Whitfuntide, fir Peter de Craon came to his hotel 
in Paris, not in ftate, but as privately as his 
men had done. On his arrival, he aiked for 
the porter, and faid ; * I command thee, under 
pain of having thy eyes thruft out, not to 
admit either man or woman into the hotel, 
nor permit any one to go out, withowt my fpecial 
orders.* The porter, as. well as the houfe fteward, 
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promifed obedience. H^ (hut up In their chain* 
hers the wife of the latter^ her children and the 
xhamber^aid. He was in the right to do this* 
Had thde women or children gone into the ftreet^ 
:his arrival would have been J^nown ; for young 
children and women naturally tell all they fee, and 
what is intended to be concealed. 

Thus, as I have related, were the whole of his 
people confined w ithin the walls of the hotel, until 
the feaft of the holy facrament. You may 
fuppofe, that fir Peter had his fpies fully em- 
ployed; to bring him intelligence ; but it was not 
until the eve of this feaft he found a fit oppor- 
tunity to execute his fcheme, which had vexed him 
much. 

It happened that, on the feaft of the holy i^cra- 
mem, the king of France kept an open court at 
the hotel de St.Pd, where he entertained all barons 
^d lords who were in Paris. He was in high en- 
joyment, as were the queen and the duchefs of 
Touraine: to add to their amufements, after the 
dinner, lifts were prepared within the courts of the 
hotel, and young knights and ft][uires, ready armed 
and mounted for tilting, came thither, and jufted 
Very gallantly. The tikings were well performed, 
to the delighc of the king, queen, ladies and dam- 
fds, and lafted until the evening. The prize for 
the beft tilter was adjudged by the queen, the du- 
chefs of Touraine, and the ladies and heralds ap- 
pointed to the office, to fir William de Flandres, 
count de Namiir. 

The 
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The king entertained 2^ f upper, in the hotel de 
Saint PoK every Hnight who wiihed to partake of 
it ; and, afterward, the dancings continued until 
one o'ck>ck in the moming. When thele were 
orer^ every one retired to his home, without 
guard and without fufpicion. Sir Oliver de Cliflbn 
remained the laft ; and, when he had taken leave 
of the king, he returned to the apartment of the 
duke of Touraine, and aiked, 'My lord, ihall 
you ftay here to-night, or do you go to Pou- 
Jain's l* This Poulain was treafurer to the duke 
of Touraine, and lived at the Croix du 1 iroir, near 
jthe Silver Lion. 

The duke replied, — * Conflable, I am not de- 
termined whether I (hall flay or not ; but do you 
go, for it is high time to retire.' ' My lord, God 
give you a good night I* faid fir Oliver, . and went 
away, tie foimd his fervants and horfes waiting 
for him in the fquare before the hotel ; but they 
h^d not more than eight or ten torches, which 
the yarlets lighted. When the conftable was 
mounted, and the torches were borne before 
him, he rode down the broad ftreet of St.. Cai 
therine. 

Sir Peter de Craon's fpies bad this day exerted 
themfelves, and he knew every particular relative 
to the conftable, — of his ftaying^behind the reft of 
the company, the exa^ number of his horfes and 
attendants. He had, in confequence, quitted his 
hptel with his men all mounted and fecretljf 
armed j but there were not fix of them- Who kneiv 
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^ what his real intentions were. He had advanced 
to the caufeway, near the place of St. Catherine^, 
where he and his people lay hid, waiting for the ' 
conflable to pafs. As foon as the conitable had 
left the ftreet of St, Pol, and turned into the 
fquare of the great ftreet, advancing a foot's pace, 
with a torch on each fide to light him, he began a 
cpnverfation with one of his fquires, faying, — * I 
am to have at dinner, to-morrow, my lord of 
Touraine, the lord de Coucy, fir John de Vienne, 
fir Charles d'Angers, the baron d'lvry and fe- 
veral more : be fure take care they have all things 
comfortable, and let nothing be fpared/ As he 
faid this, fir Peter de Craon and his company ad-» 
vanced, and, without faying a word, fell on the 
conflable's attendants and extinguished the torches. 
The conftable, hearing the clatter of the horfes 
behind him., thought it was the duke of Touraine 
who was playing him a trick, and cried out, — 
^ My lord, by my faith, this is very ill done; but 

^ I excufe it, for yon are fo young you make a joke 
of every thing/ At thefe words, fir Peter de 
Craon, drawing his fword from the fcabbard, faid, 
— ^ Death, death ! Cliffon, you muft die/ * Who 
art thou,' laid ClilTon, * that uttereft fuch wordsj' 
* I am Peter de Craon, thy enemy, whom thoa 
haft fo often angered, and thou flialt now pay fqr 
it.' Then, calling to his people, he faid, — * Ad- 
vance, advanoi ! 1 have found him I was in fearcb 
of, and whom I ha.ve long wanted to feize/ He 
then ftruck hun feveral blows, and his men, draw* 
kkg their .fwords, fell on him. Sir Oliver was 
...•.::.. ^ quite 
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quite unarmed, having only a ihort cutlafs, not 
two feet long, which, however, he drew, and de- 
fended himfelf with it as well as he could. His 
fenrants, being quite defencelefs, were foon dif- 
perfed. Some of fir Peter *s men afked, if tbef 
were to murder all ? ^ Yes,' replied he, ' all who 
put themfelves in a pofture of defence.* 

They could not refift the attack, for they were 
but eight, and without armour. Sir Peter's men 
fully intended to murder the conftaUe, and their 
mailer wiflied nothing more than to fee it done ; 
but, as I heard from fome of thofe who had been 
in this attack, the moment they learnt that the 
perfon they were aflaffinating was the conftable of 
France, their arms became, as it were, nervelefs' 
through furprife, and their blows were given' 
weakly and through fear, for in perpetrating wick* 
ednefs none are bold. 

The conftable parried the blows tolerably well 
with his fhort cutlafs ; but his defence would have 
been of no avail, if God s providence had not 
protedled him. He kept, fteady on horfebtck 
fome time^ until he was villainoufly ftruck on the 
back part of his head, which knocked him off his 
horfe. In his fall, he hit againft the hatch of a 
baker *s door, who was already up to attend to his 
bufinefs and bake his bread. Having heard the 
noife of horfes on the caufew»y and high words, 
the baker had, fortunately for the ionftable, half 
opened the hatch ; and fir Oliver, falling againft- 
it, burft it quite open and rolled into the ikop.' 
Thofe on horfeback could not follow htm, as tj^e 
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entrance was neither wide ^nor high enough, and 
befides, they did their work like cowards. 

It muft be owiied for truth, that God fhewed 
great favour to the conftable : if he had not ex- 
a£tly fallen againft the hatch, or if it had been 
clofed, he would infallibly have loil his life, and 
have been trampled to death by the hprfes, for they 
were airaid to difmount. Several of th^m inia* 
gined, even fir Peter de Craon and the perfon 
who had hit him, that the blow on his head which 
unhorfed him muft caufe his death: fir Peter, 
therefore, faid, — * Come, let us away : we have 
done enough: if he be not dead^ he can nev^ 
recover from the laft blow, which was given by a 
lufty arm/ On faying this, they coUeded toge- 
ther and left the place at a good trot, and were 
foon at the gate of Saint Anthony, which they 
pafled, and gained the fields ; for fince the battle 
of Rofebecque, ten years ago, the gates were 
never ihut. The Parifians had then their mallets 
taken from them by the conftable, and many of the 
citizens punifhed and fined for their imprudent 
aondu^l, as I have fully narrated. 
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CHAP. XXXVIII. • 

* 

'fHE KING OF FRANCE SENf)S HlS OWN PHYSI- 
CIANS AND SURGEONS fo VlSlt THE CON- 
STABLE DXMHNO THE NIGHT. — HE ORDERS 
THE PROVOST OF PARIS TO PURSUE SIR PETEiL 
DE CRAON5 WHO HAD FLED FdR REFUGE TO 
THE DUKE OF BRtTTANY. SOME OF HlS MEN, 

r 

HAVING REMAINED At PARlS, AR£ EXECtJTEiD. 

nPHUS was fir Oliver de Cliffon left for dead at 
the baker's, who was much frightened when 
he learnt it was the conftable. Sir Oliver's at- 
tendants, who had been little hurt, for fir Pet^ de 
Craon's men were only bent on killing their maf- 
ter, collefted together as well as they could, and, 
difmounting before the baker's doo^, entered the 
ihop, wher^ they found their lord feverely wound- 
ed on the head, and his face covered with blood. 
They Were, as may be fuppofed, greatly affefted, 
and with tears and groans bewailed his lofs, for 
at the firft moment they thought he was a dead 
man. 

News of this was carried to the king at the 
hotel de b'aint Pol, juft as he was going into bed. 
In much alarm, they faid, ^ Ah, fire! we dare not 
conceal from you k fhocking event that has juft 
happened in Paris.' * What event?' afked the 
king. « Your conftable, fir Oliver de CliiTon, 
is murdered.' < Murdered !' repeated the king. 

*How ? 
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• How ? and who has done it ?* * Sire, that w« 
do not know ; but this misfortune has beiaUen him 
hard by, in the great ftreet of St^ Catherine/ 
^ Come, quickly light torches, for I will go and 
fee him,' replied the king. 

The torches being ready, the varlets bore them 
before ; and the king threw only a cloak over him, 
while the ihoes were putting on his feet. The men 
at arms and ufhers of the guard of the palace ef«- 
corted him. 

Thofe who were gone to bed, on hearing what 
had pafled, inftantly drefled themfelves to follow 
the king, who had left the hotel de Saint Pol in 
fuch hade that fir Walter Martel and fir John de 
Lignac were the only chamberlains that attended 
him, for he would not wait for others, and thus he 
walked at a good pace with torches before and be- 
hind him. 

In this manner he arrived at the baker *s ihop, 
which he entered; but the chamberlains, with 
many torches, fi:aid without. 

The king found his conftable nearly in the ftate 
he had heard him to be in, except that fie was not 
dead} for his fervants had ftript him to fee if he 
had received many Wounds, and where they had 
been given. The firft words the king faid, were, 

* Conftable, how fares it with you?' * Dear fire/ 
replied he, * but fo fo, and very weak.' ^ And 
who has put you in this ftate ?' * Sire, Peter de 
Craon and his accomplices have traitoroufly, and 
without the fmalleft fufpicion, attacked me.* 
^ Conftable/ faid the king, < nothing fhall ever 
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be more feverely puniihed than this crime, nor 
can any ftifferings make amends for it : run quickly/ 
added the king, * for doftors and furgeons/ Thefe 
were before fent for; and they arrived from all 
quarters, particularly thofe attached to the king's 
perfon. On their arrival, the king was well pleafed, 
and faid, — * Attend well to my conftable, and tell 
' me what ftate he is in ; for I am forely grieved at 
his misfortune/ 

The dodors, having declared they would, exa- 
mined him all over, the king being prefent, who 
wis greatly angered at this event: he a(ked, * if 
there were any danger of death?* The dodors 
imanimoufly replied, — * Sire, certainly nof; and, 
within fifteen days, we will reftore him to you 
well enough to ride on horfeback/ 

This anfwer pleafed the king, who faid, * God 
be praifed, this is excellent news/ Then, ad- 
dreffing himfelf to the conftable, added; * Take 
care of yourfelf, and do pot think of this or 
other bufinefs: no crime fhall be more rigoroufly 
puniihed than that of thefe traitors: they (hall 
pay for it as if it were done to myfelf/ The con- 
ftable faintly anfwered, ' May God repay you all, 
and for your kindnefs in this vifit/ 

On this, the king took leave and returned to his 
palace, and fent for the provoft of Paris, who made 
no long delay before he arrived, for it was now 
cpiite day. When the provoft entered, the king 
faid, — * Take with you a body of armed men, and 
purfue that traitor, Peter de Craon, who has rrea- 
lieroufly affailinated, and nearly murdered, our 
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conftable. You cannot do us a morfe agreeable 
fervice than to take him and bring him before us/ 
The provoft replied ; * Sire, I will do every thing 
in my power; but what road do you fuppofe h^ 
may have taken ?' * Inquire, and make good dili- 
gence,* faid the king. At that time, the four 
principal gates of Paris were always opdiAwght 
and day : this regulation had been obferveJI fcorftt' 
thetime the king returned from Flanders, aftdi" fte- 
featihg the Flemings at the battle of Rofebecqii^,^ 
and wheh the Parifiaris, Ihewing fymptonis of re- 
bellion, -had their mallets taken from them. Iti* 
oMer the more ealily to chaftife the Parifians, 
fir Oliver de Cliffon had advifed the chains to be 
taken from acrofs the lireets, and the gates o^ 
' thdt hinges, which had beisn done; and the gatei 
had beeii, for thefe laft ten years, lying agaiiift the 
walls, fo that any one might enter, or go out of 
Patii, at all hours. Now, obferve how the feafohi 
repay, fir Oliver reaped what he had fown himfelf: 
had the gates and chains remained, fir Peter de 
Craon would not have dared to commit this out- 
rage, for he could never have got out of Paris, 
but, knowing he could fet off at any hour, he was 
encouraged thus to difgrace himfelf. When he left 
the conllable, he concluded he was dead, or at lead 
that he would never recover ; but it was not ia, as 
you have heard, to his great mortification. Htf 
quitted Paris by St; Anthony's gate, about oiii 
o'clock in the morning, and, as fome fay, crpfied 
the Seine at the bridge of Charenton, and con- 
tinued his road to Cliartres; but, according to 
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others, after going out of Paris, he returned by 
the gate of St, Honore, under Montmartre, and 
croffed the Seine at Ponthon*. Whichever way 
he pafled the river, he arrived, at Chartres at eight 
o*clock in the morning, with fome of the beft 
mounted of his accomplices. All did not follow, 
but took different routes, and in fmall companies, 
to avoid being taken in the purfuit. 

On his way to Paris, he had ordered twenty 
hoffes to b^ in waiting for him, at the hoyfe of a 
canon, who was his friend, and had ferved him ; 
but it would have been better for 'him never to 
have known him, although the canon was ignorant 
of the crime hs had committed*. Sir Peter de 
Craon, on his arrival at Chartres, drank fome wine, 
^nd changed horfes, and then inftantly departed^ 
taking the road for Maine. He continued his 
journey, until he came to a ftrong caftle he ftill 
poffefied, called SabI6, where he flopped and re* 
frefhed himfelf, and faid he would not go further, 
but wait there until he heard fome intelUgence of 
the conflable. 

On the Friday, the day following this affaffiu- 
ation, it was all the news of Paris, and every 
one greatly blamed fir Peter de Craon. The lord 
de Coucy was no fooner informed of it, than he 
mounted his horfe, attended by only feven perfons, 
and rode to the conftable's hotel, behind the Tem- 
ple, whither he had been carried; for they niu-r 
fu^lj loved each other, fUling themfelves bro-. 
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Acts and companions in arms. This interview 
with the lord de Coucy was of fervice to the con- 
ftable; and he was vifited by all the other lords of 
the court. 

The duke of Touraine accompanied the king 
in his next vifit: the two brothers were very 
wroth, and faid fir Peter de Craon had committed 
this crime in fpite of them; and that it was a 
plot formed by traitors to throw the kingdom into 
confufion. The duke of Berry, who was at the 
time in Paris, difiembled his fentiments, and 
feemed to make light of what had psfied. I, the 
author of this hiftory, was then informed, that, if 
he had pleafed, this accident would not have hap- 
pened, for it was in his power to have prevented 
it, and I will tell you how. 

The day of the feaft of the holy facrament, a 
clerk, who was one of the familiars of fir Peter 
de Craon, came to the duke of Berry, and faid; 
* My lord, I would willingly open my mind to 
you, refpefting fome improper conduft that is 
going forward, whidh is illegal, and may end un- 
fortunately, for you are more able than any other 
to put a ftop to it/ * What is it?' alked the 
duke^ ^ My lord, I muft firft infift that you 
promife my name fliall never be brought ipto 
queftion; for, to prevent great mifchief being 
done, and the peril that may enfue in the matter, 
I am come to difcover the whole to you.' * Speak 
out then, boldly,' replied the duke : * I will bear 
you through it/ 

* My lord/ faid the clerk, ^ I very much i 
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ped that fir Peter de Craon intends murdering the 
€€mftable; for he has coIIeSed, within his hotel, 
in the church-yard of St. John, a number of com- 
panions, whom he has fecretly kept there, ever 
fince Wfaitfuntide. Should he accompliih hb pur- 
pole, the king will be exceedingly vexed, and 
confufion enfue to the kingdom. It is for this I 
difdofe it to you, my lord , for, although I am fc- 
cretary to my lord of Craon, and have fwom fide- 
lity to him, I cannot fuffer fuch an outrage to be 
committed. If you do not take meafures to pre- 
vent this, none other will, at this moment, and I 
beg you will remember what I have now told you, 
at a proper opportunity; for, fince I find fir 
Peter de Craon is determined to perfevere in this 
bufinefs, I mud fiy^ and never again return to his 
fcrvice.* 

The duke of Berry perfeftly well comprehended 
all the clerk had told. He faid to him ; ^ Remain 
vdth me today, and to-morrow morning 1 will 
inform my lord of this plot. It is now too late^ 
and I with not to trouble the king on fuch a day 
as this, but, to-morrow, I will not fail doing itj 
and we will provide a remedy, fince fir Peter de 
Craon is in the town, which I was ignorant of/ 
Thus, by the delay and negligence of the duke 
of Berry, did the mifchief happen, as 1 have re? 
lated. 

The provoft of Paris, with upwards of fixty 
horfe, iffued out at the gate of St. Uonor^, on 
the traces of fir Peter de Craon. When he came 
4o Pontoife, to crofs the Seine, he afked the 
? . bridge- 
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bridge-keeper, if any one had pafled that morn- 
ing ? He anfwered, * Yes, my lord, a company 
of about twelve horfertien j but I did not fee any 
knight 'or perfon whom I knew.' * And what 
road did they take?* demanded the provoft. 

* That leading to Vannes,* faid the bridge-maftcr. 

* Ah,' replied the provoft, * it may very pro^ 
bably be they, who are making for Cherbourg.' 
He then quitted the road to Chartres, following 
that to Cherbourg, and thus loft all traces of them. 
When they had rode on the road to Vannes till it 
was dinner-time, they met a knight of that coun- 

' try hare-hunting ; and, making inquiry from him, 
he faid, that he had feen in the morning about 
fifteen horfemen riding over the fields, and ht 
thought they were going to Chartres. Upon thb, 
the provoft again changed his road, and, arriving 
in the evening at Chartres, learnt that fir Peter de 
Craon had been at the canon's houfe about eight 
o'clock^ where he had difarmed himfelf and 
changed borfes. He now faw that all further 
purfuit would be vain, as fir Peter had got fo 
much before him, and returned to Paris on the / 
Saturday. 

The king of France and the duke of Touraine 
were very anxious to lay hands on fir Peter de 
Craon ; and^ as it was uncertain what road he had 
taken, they ordered fir John le Barrois, with fixty 
horfe, after him by the gate of Saint Anthony. 
Sir John croffcd the Seine and Mame at the 
bridge of Charcnton, and fcoured the whole 
country as far as Eftampcs. On Saturday he ar- 
rived 
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opcQ, hj which means he rolled ifito the (hop. 
Had he fallen in the ftreet, we would hare 
killittd him and trampled him under our. horfes 

• Well,' faid the duke, * it cannot be other- 
wife at prefent. I am fure it will not be long be- 
fore I hear from the king of France, and (hall 
incur as much hatred as yourfelf. Keep quiet 
near me ; for I am convinced things will not re-> 
main as they now are, but that the kii^ and 
conftaUe will wage a ferious war againft me. 
However, iince I promifed you prote^on, I will 
keep my word/ 
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